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CHRIST 


By 


ROBERT  E.  SPEER 


SECOND 

EDITION 


The  Federal  Council  Bulletin  says ;  "For  deep  study, 
evidence  of  wide  reading,  clear  thinking  and  sus¬ 
tained  reasoning,  this  volume  may  well  be  Dr.  Speer’s 
magnum  opus.  It  should  be  read  by  all  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  recent  report  on  foreign  missions.  It 
leaves  us  with  a  needed  sense  of  spiritual  certainty.” 


SECOND  EDITION 


REVELL 


GAY  LECTURES  I9P-33  sol  THl:RN  baptist 

'  1  UFOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


f  E-SfB 


ROBERT  E.  SPEER 
ENGLEWOOD, 


N  .  J. 


DR.  SPEER 


says: 


A  judicial,  impartial  study  of  the  claims  of  non- 
Christian  religions  reveals  that: 


They  convey  no  adequate  idea  of  God,  and  find  no  place  for 
an  atoning  and  a  living  Saviour; 

S'  'EP.  _  - - 

2.  They  represent  man’s  questioning  rather  than  God’s  answer; 
and  are  the  outgrowth  of  man’s  innately  religious  nature 
and  not  the  result  of  Divine  revelation; 

3.  They  provide  no  way  of  personal  salvation  nor  offer  anv 
protection  against  repeated  sin; 

4.  They  contain  no  praiseworthy  teaching  that  cannot  be  found 
in  Christianity,  in  an  infinitely  higher  degree; 

5.  They  are  seared  and  marred  with  evils  from  which  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Gospel  is  free; 

6.  They  give  shelter  to  dark  evils  and  false  teaching  that  are 
non-existent  in  Christianity; 

7.  They  are  deficient  in  dynamic,  and  notably  lacking  in  elevat¬ 
ing  social  ideals. 

8.  They  are  not  camparable  with  Christianity  nor  its  Divine 
Founder; 


Furthermore: 


Christianity  must,  of  sheer  necessity,  encounter  them  on 
the  foreign  field  in  a  spirit  identical  with  that  it  maintains 
towards  all  non-Christian  systems  of  thought  and  life  at  home, 
and,  holding  to  the  primitive  faith  of  the  New  Testament,  calls 
men  to  become  disciples  of  its  Founder,  even  Jesus  Christ. 


3 

(Price  $3.00) 


PRESIDENT  J.  ROSS  STEVENSON,  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  says:  "The  greatest  con¬ 
tribution  Dr.  Speer  has  made  to  religious  litera¬ 
ture.  It  will  have  a  wide  reading  and  perma¬ 
nent  influence  in  strengthening  the  faith  of  the 
Church. 


PRESS;  OPINIONS 


THE  CHRISTIAN  CENTURY  says/"lt  may  be 
considered  as  an  extended  answer,  specifi¬ 
cally  to  the  Laymen’s  report  and,  in  general,  to 
the  whole  modernistic  view  of  missions  and  of 
Christianity  and  to  any  view  or  program  which 
is  not  definitely  anti-modernistic.  It  may 
stand  for  some  years  as  the  classic  and  most 
complete  statement  of  the  point  of  view  which 
it  represents — that  Christianity  and  paganism  in 
all  its  forms  present  an  absolute  antithesis 


THE  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  says:  "An  ex¬ 
ceedingly  important  volume  which  should  have 
a  wide  reading,  especially  by  pastors  and  other 
Christian  leaders.  It  might  be  described  as 
Dr.  Speer’s  supreme  literary  effort  and  is  an 
exhaustive  study  of  the  authority  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  human  life.” 

THE  BAPTIST  MESSENGER  says:  "An  epochal 
book.  Here  may  be  found  convincing  answers 
to  die  argument  that  Christianity  should  be 
considered  only  one  of  several  religions.  There  is 
among  us  no  more  valiant  or  more  effective 
defender  of  the  Christian  faith  concerning 
Jesus  Christ  than  Dr.  Speer.” 

THE  METHODIST  PROTESTANT  RECORDER 
says:  "Dr.  Speer  has  produced  an  important 
and  most  timely  book,  that  may  well  be  called 
a  great  work.  The  research  of  this  volume  could 
reveal  nothing  less  than  a  life  of  reading, 
thinking  through,  and  organizing  the  great 
truths  of  the  Christian  religion.  One  is  amazed 
by  the  breadth  of  scholarship  displayed  .  .  . 
One  of  the  most  substantial  products  of  con¬ 
servative  scholarship  in  our  times  with  a  mighty 
message  for  the  day.” 


1 

PROFESSOR  A.  T.  ROBERTSON,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  says:  "l  count  it  one 
of  the  privileges  of  my  life  to  have  beard  these 
Lectures,  and  a  pleasure  to  possess  the  book. 
The  volume  is  most  opportune.  I  wish  all  min¬ 
isters  could  read  it,  for  its  influence  for  good  is 
immeasurable.’* 

PRESS  OPINIONS 

THE  WATCHMAN-EXAMINER  says:  "We  have 
not  read  in  years  a  book  so  stimulating  to  faith, 
so  helpful  to  hope,  so  clarifying  concerning  the 
central  verities  of  Christianity,  so  cumulative 
in  its  argument  and  so  well  calculated  to  chal- 
enge  the  thought  and  fire  the  devotions  of  the 
followers  of  Christ.” 

THE  MISSIONARY  REVIEW  OF  THE  WORLD 
says:  "The  ablest,  clearest,  most  decisive  and 
convincing  statement  of  the  evangelical  view  of 
Christ  that  has  recently  appeared.  It  is  a  tonic 
to  faith.  If  every  minister  and  layman  would 
read  it  carefully,  much  of  the  current  doubt, 
uncertainty  and  confused  thinking  would  be  dis¬ 
pelled.”  / 

THE  CONGREGATIONALIST  says:  "A  real 
challenge  to  modern  religious  liberalism,  is 
found  in  the  utterly  uncompromising  volume 
by  Dr.  Speer/ Here  one  is  in  the  presence  of  a 
man-  whose'keen  and  powerful  mind  compels 
the  same  sort  of  respect  that  all  have  accorded 
his  character  and  spirit  of  devotion.  There  is 
about  these  lectures  something  gripping  and 
tremendous,  that  the  reader  cannot  help  but 
feel,  regardless  of  whether,  or  no,  he  agrees 
with  Dr.  Speer’s  fundamental  conceptions  of 
authority,  and  therefore  with  his  conclusions 
concerning  the  origin,  nature,  and  relationships 
of  Christian  truth,  and  the  supreme  fact  of 
Christ.  It  is,  however,  manifestly  impossible 
either  to  expound  or  to  criticize  within  a  few 
words  what  is  really  a  colossal  statement  of 
supreme  convictions.  What  is  really  important 
is  to  convey  some  conception  of  the  nature  and 
magnitude  of  this  challenging  book^/The 
ground,  the  nature,  and  the  sweeping  signifi¬ 
cance  of  Dr.  Speer’s  challenge  to  much  in 
modernistic  and  prevalent  conceptions  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  can  be  readily  suggested  by  a  brief  para¬ 
graph  in  the  preface.  'To  us,’  writes  Dr.  Speer, 
'Jesus  Christ  did  not  come  to  found  a  religion. 
He  came  to  be  the  Life  and  Light  and  Lord 
of  man’.”/ 


Blew  York  City 


(Dictated  March  27,  ) 


My  dear  Mr,  B.arbourj 


I  are  very  glad,  in  accordance  with  your  sugrestiom,  to 
suDisi t  some  names  to  when  it  sight  be  well  to  send  "The  Finalit  of  J  -ns 
Christ, R 


v/ President  J,  Ross  Stevenson. 
President  John  fi,  Ssmpsy 

^  Professor  G.  S,  Dobbins, 
v/  Professor  A.  T.  Robertson, 
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Professor  W.  L.  Lingle, 
Professor  Jaress  H,  Snowden, 
Rev,  Curtis  Lee  Laws, 

Rev*  Frederick  Lynch,  D.D. 
President  Ben  Lily 
Rev.  William  Pa ton , 

Rev.  W.  M.  Smith,  D.D. 

Rev,  J,  M,  Gray,  D.D. . 

^  Sev^  James  Sadicott, d! D. 

^Rev  Hugh  T.  Kerr,  D.D. 
v' Professor  W.  Douglas  Mackenzie, 
Mrs,  J,  Livingston  Taylor 
Rev.  Jess©  Wilson 
Rey.  S.  M.  Caver t, 

Mr'  Henry  P,  Crowell, 

Re^l  James  R.  Joy,  D.D. 

Rev*  Paul  H.  Leinback, 

Siy  Charles  G.  Trumbull 
Dr,  John  A.  Hutton 
Principal  D.  S.  Cairns, 

„  Professor  ff.  W,  Rockwell, 
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Dear  Mr#  Revell: 

I  have  receiged  the  copy  of  Dr«  Speer*»  new  hook 
THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  so  kindly  sent  to  me  by  yourself. 

I  assure  you  not  only  that  I  cm  sincerely  grateful 
for  this  valuable  gift,  but  that  no  book  could  give  me  promise 
of  greater  spiritual  help  and  uplift,  as  well  as  assurance  and 
consolation. 

These  are  the  times  that  try  the  souls  of  men 
and  women  who  have  tried  to  follow  Christ  faithfully.  So  many 
have  wavered  and  failed  in  their  loyalty,  in  whom  we  had  trusted. 

But  Robert  Speer  is  the  outstanding  Apostle  today  of  Munf linching" 
loyalty  allied  with  keen  intellectual  power.  Every  word  from  him 
must  command  attention. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  publication  oi  this  book 
and  myself  on  its  possession. 

TJery  gratefully  and  sincerely, 


(signed)  Caroline  A.  Hason 


Oak  Knoll,  Danvers, 
April  14,1933 
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UNION  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

BROADWAY  AT  120th  STREET 
NEW  YORK 


April  24,  1923 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
Hew  York  City 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  thank  you  very  much  for  sending  me  a  copy  of 
your  Stone  Lectures,  The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  shall 
examine  with  pleasure  what  you  have  to  say  on  this  most  vital 
theme  concerning  which  my  sympathy  is  absolutely  with  the 
historic  view  of  the  person  of  Christ.  I  shall  put  the  book 


the  Library. 


Very  cordially  yours, 

UK 


WTO :  PHD 


William  Walker  Rockwell  ,  Librarian 


// 


J . 


The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


THE  BEECHES 
2825  LEXINGTON  ROAD 
LOUISVILLE.  -  KENTUCKY 


April  24,  1933. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  promised  Mr.  Frank  Leavell  that  we  would  give  him  the 
photograph  of  yourself  which  you  sent  for  use  in  our  local 
publicity.  Somehow,  this  photograph  has  been  lost  in  the 
newspaper  office,  and  I  am  hastening  to  request  that  you  send 
to  Mr.  Leavell  a  copy  of  this  picture.  Kindly  mail  at  once 
to  Mr.  Frank  H.  Leavell,  161  Eighth  Ave.  North,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Copy  of  your  book  is  on  my  desk,  and  I  have  just  been  exam¬ 
ining  it  with  much  gratification.  You  have  done  a  monumental  worie, 
and  have  put  us  all  in  your  debt.  We  continue  to  remember  with 
joy  your  stay  in  our  midst.  Please  accent  my  warm  personal  thanks 
for  the  copy  of  the  book  sent  to  me. 

With  cordial  good  wishes,  I  remain, 


Sincerely  yours, 


GSD:  B 


•* 


:  .  Jr. 


\  -  V '  ••  i 


a  * 


- 


, 


. 

, 

. 

1 

- 

* 

* 
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The  Shadyside  Presbyterian  Church 

Amberson  Avenue  and  Westminster  Place 
Pittsburgh.  Pennsylvania 


HUGH  THOMSON  KERR 
HAROLD  ALDEN  DALZELL 
ROBERT  DENHAM  STEELE 


April  24,  1955 


My  dear  Robert: 

^  I  am  sending  you  the  enclosed  clipping  from 
the  Pittsburgh  paper  about  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
broadcast.  Last  month  they  featured  Bishop  McConnell. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  not  getting  out  of  the  broad¬ 
cast  what  we  really  ought  to  get.  I  may  be  too  solicitous 
about  it  but  it  looks  to  me  as  if  we  are  letting  a  great 
opportunity  pass  without  being  very  seriously  minded 
about  it.  This  is  not  by  way  of  criticism  but  just  by 
way  of  suggestion. 

I  have  just  finished  your  splendid  book  THE 
FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST.  It  represents  a  tremendous 
amount  of  research  work.  I  am  quite  appalled  with  the 
work  that  you  have  been  able  to  do.  It  is  a  real 
thesaurus  on  the  subject  and  will  be  a  book  of  reference 
for  many  of  us. 

With  all  good  wishes. 

Yours  sincerely 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York,  New  York 


. 


|E.  S.  Jones  to  Talk 

In  Church  Broadcast 

*  - 

Missionary  to  Speak 
To  M.  E.  Workers  in 
Foreign  Fields 


The  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones, 
missionary,  will  speak  to  mission¬ 
aries  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  foreign  fields  at  11:20 
tonight  over  KDKA  and  W8XK. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  S.  E.  Garth,  who 
recently  accepted  a  call  from  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  to  the  Christ 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Pittsburgh,  will  Officiate  at  the 
Methodist  broadcast.  Music  will  be 
provided  by  the  quartet  of  the 
Asbury  Methodist  Church. 


t.  E.  STANLEY 


REV.  WILBUR  M.  SMITH,  D.  D.,  Minister 

MANSE— 359  E.  LINCOLN  HIGHWAY 


O.  L.  CHANNELL,  CLERK  OF  SESSION 
402  E.  CHESTNUT  STREET 


CHURCH 

PHONE 


OFFICE 
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COATESVILLE,  PENNSYLVANIA 
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F.  H.  GORDON.  Treasurer 
OSS  E.  LINCOLN  HIGHWAY 


APR  29  1933 


April  38,  1933 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: - 

I  certainly  do  deeply  appreciate  you  sending 
me  a  copy  of  your  Stone  Lectures,  11  The  Finalty  of  Jesus 
Christ".  I  had  no  idea  that  the  book  would  be  so  large 
nor  that  you  had  expected  to  cover  such  a  vast  amount  of 
material.  This  is  not  a  volume  which  one  can  read  through 
quickly,  and  I  am  saving  it  for  this  summer  when  I  am  plan¬ 
ning  to  take  two  days  and  go  through  it  with  the  greatest 
care.  It  was  a  privilege  to  do  anything  for  you  in  working 
up  these  lectures. 

May  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  cony  of 
the  Moody  Bible  Institute  Monthly,  which  carries  an  address 
of  mine ,  delivered  in  Chicago  in  February.  The  original 
address  was  somewhat  longer  than  this,  and  cost  me  a  vast 
amount  of  work.  Nevertheless,  even  in  its  present  form, tne 
message  I  tried  to  bring  probably  can  be  discovered. 

Always  with  warm  personal  regards,  I  am 


Ever  cordially  yours, 


*• 


- 

. 


. 


. 

‘ 


• 

‘ 

, 


. 


. 


. 


, 


£01  TO  RIAL  ROOMS  AND  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 
DA  YTON,  OHIO 

EASTERN  HOUSE 
9!  SEVENTH  AVE..NEW  YORK 
WESTERN  HOUSE 
2/gS.WABASH  AVE., CHICAGO 


b  £ 


/r 


iH  it  $  t  r  ft*  r  (CInu  r,  (C  It  it  rdt  a  tt  ft  ;§>  tt  tt  i*  a  tj  §  rlni  a  l 
DmjhntXOUhr 

April  28,  1955. 


L'S  LORENZ. semo*  *******  am*  eo/ro *  /*  cmer 
KARL  K.  LORENZ,  Jumo*  aaa  t**»  a*o  *ci*/**t  ■  ******* 
iRA  B  N/ LSON.  AStoc/AT t  eoiTO* 

HERMAN  VON  BERGE.  ur****r  aaetom 
N.J ■  N EIRE L,  *******  o *  oaytom  *ou»t 
J.  6.  LECH NER,  m ******  ** maw  row*  moos* 

C  A  LEHMANN,  mama***  O*  cm/ca*o  mouS* 

C  F. MANN, cmeotr  MAM*** * 


Mr  Robert  E  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  N  Y 

My  dear  Mr.  Speer: 

I  am  very  grateful  to  you  for  your  prompt 
answer  to  my  inquiry  regarding  Mr.  Schweitzer.  It  was  about 
what  I  expected.  So  temperamental  and  versatile  a  man  as 
Schweitzer  could  not  be  expected  to  tie  down  to  a  logically 
consistent  set  of  views  regarding  a  theological  question. 

I  am  reading  you^t  "The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ"  with  not  only 
"S  great  deal  of  profit  and  help,  but  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  because  of  its  lucidity  and  thoroughness  of  treatment. 
The  book  is  all  the  more  notable  that  it  is  one  that  is  very 
greatly  needed  in  this  day  and  generation  when  everything  -- 
religion,  theology,  morals,  art,  decency,  and  economics,  too  — 
are  in  a  state  of  fluxT?  One  sometimes  wonders  whether  this  is 
not  the^little  season'' when  Jatan  should  be  loosed  upon  earth 
after  the  thousand  years  in  Revelation  20:5.  Do  not  take  that 
remark  seriously. 

Again  expressing  my  appreciation  of  your  kind  answer  to  my 
inquiry  and  my  great  admiration  for  not  only  your  book  but 
the  other  work  to  which  you  have  devoted  your  life,  I  remain 


Sincerely  yours, 

G> 


ESL: VM 


JQ 


Percy  Earle  burtt.  D.  D. 
minister 

Donald  C.  Farley 
minister  of  music  and  education 


l 

FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

SIOUX  CITY.  IOWA 


May  eighteenth, 
Nineteen  thirty-three 


/fe 


Dear  Dr.  S  peer, 


I  was  moved  to  write  you  a  short  note  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  the  publishers  of  Christianity  of  To-day  sent  me  a 
sample  copy  this  week,  and  in  that  copy  there  is  the  r.rti  cle 
which  you  may  have  seen,  by  Dr.  Machen  dealing  with  your  Princeton 
lectures  "THE  FINA  1ITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST". 

I  have  had  the  book  for  some  weeks  now,  and  words  fall 

me  when  I  try  to  express  my  appreciation  of  it.  1  Jjave  no  desd;Te  to 

utter  fulsome  words  of  praise,  and  know  that  such  utterance  would 
be  distatesful  to  you  anyway,  but  shall  simplyb  that  it  has  c  lari- 
fied  my  thinking  and  has  vastly  deepened  the  conception  that  in  all 
things  He  must  have  the  Pre-eminence".  I  quite  agree  with  Dr. 

G,  J.  S  losser* s  Review  in  the  Presbyterian  Banner,  when  he  says  in 
effect  that  it  is  the  greatest  apologetic  ever  written. 

I  write  simply  because  such  attacks  as  Dr.  Machen1 s 
must  cause  you  some  pain,  to  reassure  you  of  the  love  and  faith 
of  that  great  company  of  men  who  believe  so  in  your  purity  o j.  char¬ 
acter,  sincerity  of  motive,  clarity  of  thought,  and  absolute  loyalty 
deathless  devotion  our  Divine  lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ, ,  Wnom 
you  have  so  honored  in  your  life  and  labor. 

May  our  dear  Lord  sustain  you  and  be  by  your  side  in 
the  days  that  are  ahead.  I  am  not  concerned  about  your  poi  se  or 
self-control  -  I  could  not  think  of  you  as  ever  losing  them  -but  I 
simply  pray  you  may  have  a  deepening  sense  of  His  Presence  and  01  His 

blessed  peace. 

With  warmest  affection,  I  am, 


Dr.  Robert  E,  Speer, 

New  York  City,  N, 


Y. 


£his  is  a  personal  letter  written  by  the  signer. 

You  need  not  trouble  in  your  busy  life  to  answer  it. 


J.  ft 


W.  Coart  St., 
Flint,  Mich., 

May  19th,  1933. 
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Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. ,LL.D. , 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer?- 

I  placed  an  order  for  your  hook  on  "The  Finality  of 
Jesus  Christ."  and  secured  it  when  it  came  from  the  cress. 

I  have  read  it,  and  appreciate  how  effectively  and  exhaustively 
you  have  shown  the  nature  of  the  testimony  that  has  spread  the 
gospel  of  Christ  in  the  world.  I  think  you  have  answered  those 
who  want  a  modified  method  of  missioiiarv  work. 

I  think  I  understand  your  purpose  in  keeping  your  own  personal 
convictions  in  the  shadow  as  it  were.  You  were  showing  the 
solid  foundations  on  which  the  church  has  been  established  in  the 
past  and  some  of  the  faithful  work  done  in  modern  times.  You 
have  certainly  given  an  apologetic  for  genuine  spread  of  the 
gospel,  and  the  church  should  be  aroused  to  fresh  life  in  mi s- 
Oi..ary  work. 

If  the  church  is  not  aroused,  the  reason  lies  in.  the  iact,  as 
see  it,  that  the  ministry  at  home  needs  to  be  taught"  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus."  For  a  year  I  have  been  listening  to  sermons 
instead  of  preaching,  and  I  think  that  I  can  truthfully  say  that 
I  have  not  heard  more  than  two  sermons  that  have  had  the  genuine 
Christian  ring.  What  I  hear  is  ethics  that  might  come  from  an 
elevated  stoicism.  I  have  heard  such  a  text  as  "Be  ye  recon¬ 
ciled  to  God"  taken  out  of  its  context  and  used  to  buck  pbfcnle 
up  to  endure  such  disappointments  and  trials  as  closed  banks 
deflated  stocks. 

I  believe  as  do  you, that  Jesus  is  not  the  founder  of  our  reli¬ 
gion.  but  that  he  is  our  life.  But  I  do  not  hear  Jesus  so  lifted 
upft 

The  results  of  this  emasculated  preaching  are  alarming.  It 
has  come  out  that  in  our  Presbytery  alone,  ten  churches  have 
used  money  given  for  missionary  work, for  their  currect  expenses, 
andTirT  some  cases  thi  s  has  been  done  at  the  instigation  oT  the 
minister  himself,  who  wanted  his  salary  paid.  Was  not  John  Ruskin 
right  when  he  said,  "We  no  longer  deny  our  Lord,  we  sell  him." 

I  know  I  am  not  quoting  Ruskin  exactly,  but  the  essence  is  there. 

"Like  people,  like  priest."  Ministers  are  preaching  what  they 
think  will  please  their  people,  and  missionary  effort  is  dying 
here  in  Michigan. 

You  were  kept  from  the  foreign  field,  to  awaken  the  church  at 
home.  That  work  has  never  been  more  needed  than  now.  The  minis¬ 
try  needs  enlightenment,  perhaps  regeneration.  Morality  is  too 
low  in  our  ministry.  Tell  Dr.  McAfee  that  what  ought  to  be  the 
?J>inal  cord  of  missions  is  dying 


Fraternally  yours, 


y.v  *  ’ 


r 


Cable  Address  “PJRINCEGEO” 
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Prince  George  Hotel 

Fifth  Avenue  and  28th  Street 
New  York  City 

ALBURN  M.GUTTERSON,  ManagmgThrector 


To  A  Home  In  The  Heart  Of  Things 


May  20,  1 9}} 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  have  just  completed  reading 
your  "The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ"  and  I  wish  to 
tell  you  what  a  joyous  experience  it  has  been  to  me. 

Here  is  a  book  that  finds  a  response  in  my  heart.  It 
confirms  my  faith,  fills  me  with  confidence  and  a- 
wakens  a  longing  for  greater  fellowship  in  the  work 
set  forth  in  its  pages.  The  refreshments  and  encour¬ 
agements  received  from  this  book  are  in  no  way  damp¬ 
ened  by  the  petty  and  "billious"  critique  of  Dr.Machen. 
Any  one  failing  to  catch  the  spirit  of  these  Stone 
Lectures  is  hardened  to  the  truth  of  the  faith  which 
includes  among  other  graces  that  of  being  a  Christian 
gentleman. 

"The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ" 
sums  up  for  me  your  forty  years  of  service  and  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  Christ.  What  can  one  do  but  offer  up 
thanksgivings  for  the  super abounding  grace  bestowed 
upon  you.  The  loyalty  to  the  person  of  Christ  and  the 
enthusiasm  for  His  commandments  you  express  are  the 
very  imperatives  that  hearten  the  church  in  times  like 
these. 

For  over  a  year,  in  my  capacity 
of  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  York,  I  have  come  to  know  several  men 
of  the  Foreign  Board.  These  men  I  admire  for  their  faith 
and  for  their  integrity.  As  for  Dr.  Schell  -  he  has  won 
me  completely.'  I  have  been  elected  a  commissioner  to 


Cable  Address  "PRINCEGEO 


To  A  Home  In  The  Heart  Of  Things 


Prince  George  Hotel 

Fifth  Avenue  and  28th  Street 
New  York  City 

ALBURN  M.  GUTTERSON  Managing  Director 


Dr.  Speer  -  2 


the  General  Assembly  at  Columbus  and  you  can  aount  on 
me  to  do  all  in  my  power  for  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
in  whose  work  I  believe. 

Many  years  ago  I  first  heard  you  at  the  I,  M.  U. 
held  in  Clifton  Springs  and  ever  since  in  sermons  and 
addresses  you  have  always  given  to  me  an  upbuilding  min¬ 
istry.  My  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  Poating-fu  in  the 
house  on  whose  steps  Horace  Pitkin  of  Yale  was  shot  down. 
Another  martyr,  Miss  Mary  Morrill,  was  "Aunty"  to  us. 

"Oh  God  to  us  may  grace  be  given  to  follow  in  their  train" 
Some  day  I  trust  I  may  have  the  privilege  of  telling  you 
by  word  of  mouth  something  of  what  your  ministry  has 
meant  to  me. 

Will  you  accept  my  sincere  greetings  and  good 

wishes. 


Cordially  yours. 


To 

Robert  S.  Speer,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City. 


Wm.  B.  Allison 

1803  CAMPUS  ROAD 

EAGLE  ROCK,  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 


May  20,1933 


/I 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer:-  ,  ^  . 

*  Greetings  from  California! 


It  has 


been  in  my  heart  for  sometime  to  write  you  and  thank  you 
for  the  help  and  inspiration  that  you  have  given  me  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  forty  years,  and  very  especially  do  I  want  to 
thank/ffor  the  Finality  Of  Jesus  Christ  which  I  have  just 
read  with  profound  satisfaction  and  spiritual  uplift .This 
is  one  of  the  very  finest  things  that  you  have  ever  done, 
and  I  have  read, I  think, all  the  hooks  that  you  have  writ¬ 
ten, and  several  of  them  I  have  used  either  as  texts  or  as 
collateral  in  classes  on  missions  here  at  Occidental  Col¬ 
lege,  . 

Re-Thinking  Missions  came  to  me  as  soon  as  it  was  ofi 
the  press, and  I  have  read  it  and  reread  many  parts  of  it. 

An  Appraisal  of  The  Appraisal  I  read  in  the  Missionary 
Review  and  feel  that  it  was  indeed  a  "Just  Review  of  The 
Reoort  .1  thank  you  for  that  fine , masterly  analysis. 

Dr.Slosser’ s  review  of  The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ, in 
the  Banner  of  May  11, is  very  fair, and  am  3ure  will  call 
the  attention  to  the  work  in  a  helpful  way. It  is  certain¬ 
ly  more  fair  and  Christian  that  what  appears  in  the  Mid-May 
number  of  Christianity  Today, a  copy  of  which  has  just 
been  sent  me.  Mrs.  Allison  and  I  feel  that  the  attack 
against  the  Foreign  Board, and  especially  the  bitter  per¬ 
sonal  attack  against  you  is  both  unjust  and  un-Christian, 
and  we  want  you  to  know  that  we  profoundly  sympathize 
with  you. After  reading  the  Mid-May  Christianity  Today 
I  took  down  Rufus  M. Jones’  A  Preface  To  Christian  Faith 
In  A  New  Age  and  read  to  Mrs.  Allison  the  Epilogue  6f 
that  book, which  might  well  have  been  written  as  a  sort 
of  an  answer  to  this  whole  number. The  editorial  of  the 
Banner  on  Mrs.  Pearl  Buck, and  the  article  "The  Missionary 
And  His  Theology"  seem  to  be  far  more  fair  and  Christ- 
like, but  there  are  probably  a  good  many  people  who  are 
glad  that  the  embarrassing  situation  brought  about  by  a 
good  many  declarations  by  Pearl  Buck  are  at  an  end, as 
far  as  the  Board  is  concerned. 

All  this  bickering , controversy  and  throwing  wrenches 
into  the  spiritual  machinery  of  the  church, seems  too  had 
just  at  this  time  when  the  whole  church  shoiild  be  pre¬ 
senting  a  united  front  in  the  forward  march  of  the  Kingdom. 

Mrs.  Allison  and  I  want  you  to  kno w  of  our  wholehearted 
confidence  in  you, and  our  profound  sympathy  under  this 
bitter  and  unjust  misrepresent  at  ion,  andi4, Expect  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  the  end  to  use  all  ability  and  opportunity  to 
further  the  great  work  of  the  Master  as  carried  on  through 
our  own  Board  of  Foreign  Missions .May  God  continue  to 
abundantly  bless  and  prosper  you, is  our  daily  prayer. 

Very  cordially. 
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My  dear  Dr.  Spe 


I  enclose  proof  of  review  of  your  book,  just  received. 
I  send  it  because  the  review  cannot  appear  in  Missions  until  September 


issue,  since  triers  is  no  July  ank August  number,  and  I  thought  you  might 


like  to  nave  your  publisher  see  it  earlier.  I  judged  tbat  in  no  wav 
could  I  send  tfie  heart  of  your  message  farther  int-c  the  consciousness  of 
the  reader  than  by  the  long  quotation  from  the  foreword.  That  was  so 
admirably  done.  It  was  the  gbow  that  came  after  your  long  study  and 
association  with  yorr  theme.  I  am  sure  I  had  a  kindred  feeling  after 
I  had  finished  ®y  studies  in  the  writing  cf  “j^ever  Man  So  Spake,**  and 
came  to  write  the  epilogue.  Starting  with  a  critical  spirit  I  bad  been 
subjugated  by  the  closer  study  of  the  One  Supreme  Life  and  bad  gladly 
sacrificed  a  possible  sale  and  popularity  by  giving  tne  testimony  that 
the  suudy  had  brought  me.  It  has  been  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  that 
I  could  follow  with  you  in  your  love  f cr  ana  appreciation  of  tne  char¬ 
acter  and  mission  and  unique  finality  of  Our  Lord. 

I  hope  the  review,  brief  and  iradequate  as  it  is,  will  remind 
you  of  the  love  and  esteem  cf  your  fellow  disciple. 


The  Finality  of 
Jesus  Christ 

By  Robert  E.  Speer 

The  L.  I\  Stone  Lectures  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary  and  the  Gay 
Lectures  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary, 
1932-1933 

A  REVIEW  BY  HOWARD  B.  GROSE 

IT  IS  positively  refreshing  in 
these  days  of  doubt  to  keep 
company  with  a  man  who  believes 
something  and  believes  it  intensely. 
Dr.  Speer  is  that  type  of  man,  and 
in  thi^rnagnumogys2ie  has  massed 
the  facts  and  arguments  which 
buttress  his  life  beliefs. 

Dr.  Speer  states  his  position 
unmistakably  in  the  opening  sen¬ 
tences  of  the  preface  as  follows: 

It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  the  cen¬ 
tral  thing  in  Christianity  is  Christ. 
Christ  is  not  only  the  centre'.  He  is 
also  the  beginning  and  the  end.  He  is 
all  in  all.  .  .  .  To  the  thought  of  the 
early  Church  Jesus  Christ  was  the  Son 
of  God,  the  full  and  final  revelation 
of  the  Father,  the  One  Lord  and 
Saviour.  And  He  was  also  the  most 
real  life  of  that  early  Church,  a  power 
of  joy  and  purity  and  love,  the  bond  of 
a  new  fellowship,  the  head  of  a  new 
society,  the  Light  of  a  new  day.  .  .  . 
This  book  is  an  attempt  to  set  Him 
forth  afreslt  as  the  early  Church  knew 
Him  and  as  He  has  been  known  and 
made  known  by  the  men  who  through¬ 
out  the  centuries  have  carried  forward 
the  primitive  and  authentic  tradition. 
...  If  there  were  any  words  that 
one  could  use  or  any  mode  of  approach 
to  this  one  supreme  issue  which  would 
more  highly  exalt  Jesus  Christ  or  make 
more  clear  and  vivid  the  faith  that  He 
is  God  and  the  Son  of  God,  not  to  be 
classified  in  any  human  category,  and 
the  One  Saviour  from  sin  and  the  One 
Answer  to  all  the  need  of  the  world,  the 
writer  would  use  those  words  and 
pursue  that  approach.  To  us,  Jesus 
Christ  did  not  come  to  found  a  religion. 
He  came  to  be  the  Life  and  Light  and 
Lord  of  man.  The  Christianity  which 
truly  represents  Him  is  not  a  religion. 

It  is  not  a  human  search  for  God  or 
quest  for  truth.  It  is  the  supernatural, 
self-revelation  of  God  Himself,  open¬ 
ing  all  truth  to  the  faith  and  obedience 
ol  man.  .  .  .  All  the  questions  of  men 
are  answered  in  Christ.  All  the  striv¬ 
ings  of  men  are  fulfilled  in  Him.  All 
other  lords  must  give  way  to  the  One 
Lord,  because  He  is  the  Way  and  the 
I  ruth  and  the  Life.  If  jat  any  time 
Christianity  is  spoken  of  iu  these 


? 


chapters  as  though  it  were  a  religion 
to  be  compared  with  other  religions, 
that  has  been  only  concession  to 
common  forms  of  speech.  Christi¬ 
anity,  in  its  original  and  authentic 
form,  is  not  to  be  thus  classified.  It 
is  incommensurable  and  alone,  like 
Christ,  who  is  the  First  and  the  Last  of 
it  and  of  all  things,  the  Only  One. 

The  five  lectures  which  fill  the 
solid  volume  of  386  pages  are 
simply  the  enlargement  and  expo¬ 
sition  of  this  thesis.  You  may  not 
accept  all  of  the  author's  views  or 
positions  but  no  reader  can  mistake 
his  meaning.  And  those  who  know 
Dr.  Speer,  who  have  memories  of 
his  persuasive  voice  and  delightful 
personality,  will  realize  with  what 
charm,  backed  by  the  power  of  a 
consistent  character  maintained  in 
public  life  for  more  than  forty 
years,  he  impressed  his  hearers, 
most  of  whom  were  to  go  out  as 
preachers  of  the  gospel. 

The  lectures  deal  at  length  with 
the  Church’s  conception  of  Christ 
in  the  first  two  centuries;  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  primitive  Christianity  to¬ 
ward  non-Christian  religions;  the 
view  of  Christ  and  of  non-Christian 
religions  which  generated  and  sus¬ 
tained  the  expansion  of  Christian¬ 
ity;  ask,  Can  we  still  hold  the 
primitive  view  of  Christ?  and  What 
view,  then,  shall  we  take  today 
of  non-Christian  religions?  They 
cover  in  detail  the  relevant  and 
vital  issues  in  the  current  discus¬ 
sion  of  foreign  missions,  treating 
controversial  points  frankly  and 
fervently,  but  with  the  fairness 
and  courtesy  characteristic  of  a 
leader  who  has  won  and  held  the 
affection  and  esteem  of  Christian 
people  the  world  around.  The 
reader  will  realize  the  extensive 
amount  of  reading,  research  and 
study  involved  in  the  preparation 
of  these  lectures;  and  he  will  not 
fail  to  appreciate  the  culture  and 
deep  sincerity  of  the  Christian 
companionship  that  has  been  his 
in  the  reading.  (Revell;  $3.) 
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A  Door 

From  the  Valley 

By  STUART  NYE  HUTCHISON 

'HE  Valley  of  Achor,  which  Hosea  saw  in  his 
vision  transformed  into  a  door  of  hope,  has  its 
message  for  us  all.  Robert  Louis  Stevenson, 
who  himself  knew  so  much  of  pain,  in  his  “Child’s 
Play”  write:  “Overmastering  pain — the  most  deadly 
and  tragical  element  in  life — alas!  pain  has  its  own 
way  with  all  of  us;  it  breaks  in,  a  rude  visitant,  upon 
the  fairy  garden  where  the  child  wanders  in  a  dream, 
no  less  surely  than  it  rules  on  the  field  of  battle,  or 
sends  the  war  god  whimpering  to  his  father;  and  inno¬ 
cence,  no  more  than  philosophy,  can  protect  us  from 
this  sting.” 

Pain  may  pass  us  by  for  years,  but  there  comes  a 
day  when  we  hear  it  knocking  at  our  door,  and  we 
know  we  have  not  escaped.  There  is  not  only  the  pain 
itself,  there  is  the  age-long  problem  that  comes  with  it. 
How  can  we  reconcile  the  fact  of  suffering  with  a  God 
who  loves?  If  there  were  nothing  beyond  the  Valley  of 
Achor,  we  never  could  reconcile  it.  But  there  is  a  door 
of  hope,  leading  out  of  the  valley. 

There  is  a  great  difference  between  delivering  us 
from  pain,  and  changing  the  pain  for  us  into  a  door 
of  hope.  God  does  not  always  take  away  the  pain  in 
answer  to  our  prayers.  Often  he  leaves  it  with  us  and, 
instead,  shows  us  the  door  of  hope  that  leads  into  the 
promised  land,  which  we  would  never  have  found  if 
we  had  not  passed  through  the  valley.  Does  it  not 
give  a  new  meaning  to  the  suffering  and  trials  of  life 
to  realize  that  pain  is  the  door  through  which  we  must 
pass  to  reach  the  better  things  God  has  prepared  for 
those  who  love  him? 

It  speaks  to  us  also  in  bereavement.  We  waken 
some  morning  to  find  near  us  an  empty  place,  and  the 
strong  arms  gone  on  which  we  had  leaned.  Life  itself 
seems  hardly  worth  the  living.  But,  if  we  believe  in 
the  love  of  God,  we  know  that  there  is  no  experience 
he  sends  us  that  is  not  meant  to  be  the  doorway  into 
a  richer,  larger  life. 

One  of  the  ministers  of  our  time  is  loved  far  and 
wide  for  his  tenderness  in  time  of  trouble  and  sorrow. 
Years  ago,  when  he  was  younger,  he  was  cold  and 
unresponsive.  The  grace  of  sympathy  seemed  to  have 
.  een  left  out  of  his  nature.  But  one  day  God  came 
into  his  home  and  laid  his  hand  on  one  of  his  children. 

iXtu  ^ays  and  nights  he  sat  beside  the  little  bedside. 

en  the  lad’s  life  went  out  he  knew  the  pain  of  a 
)ro  en  heart.  God  had  given  him  this  Valley  of  Achor 
or  a  oor  of  hope,  and  through  that  door  he  was  able 

Q  i/ears  flowed  to  lead  others  to  the  peace 
e  had  learned  through  suffering. 

jfofe  without  God  is  a  desert  of  hopelessness.  Some 

ttsburgh,  Pennay^van^aDaSt0r  °f  East  Liberty  Presbyterian  church  at 


of  us  have  learned  the  lesson.  We  have  plunged  into 
business  and  social  life  and  have  discovered  from 
experience  the  emptiness  of  it  all  to  satisfy  the  yearn¬ 
ings  of  the  heart.  We  have  longed  for  something  to 
bring  us  back  our  hope.  And  then  perhaps  God  came, 
and  took  from  us  something  infinitely  dear  to  us,  and 
our  thoughts  were  turned  upward  and  hope  came  again. 
He  showed  us  in  the  Valley  of  Achor  the  door  of  hope. 

Finally,  there  is  the  valley  we  must  all  pass  through 
soon  or  late.  The  Valley  of  Achor  outside  the  city  of 
Jericho  was  a  place  of  graves,  the  cemetery  of  the  city 
for  many  centuries.  “There  is  nothing,”  recently  said 
a  traveler  home  from  Asia,  “more  pathetic  than  a 
heathen  cemetery.  There  is  no  hope  there.”  “Earth 
to  earth,  ashes  to  ashes,  dust  to  dust,”  and  that  is  all. 

But  Jesus  opened  a  door  in  the  end  of  the  Valley 
of  Achor,  a  door  of  eternal  hope.  He  said  to  us:  “He 
that  believeth  on  me  though  he  were  dead  yet  shall  he 
live,  and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  on  me  shall 
never  die.”  As  we  grow  older  and  look  forward  to 
the  end  of  the  way  it  is  a  comfort  to  know  that  our 
path  is  not  a  blind  alley  we  are  soon  to  enter.  The 
Valley  of  Achor  has  a  door  of  hope  at  the  other  end 
opening  into  the  garden  of  our  Father’s  love. 

Christianity 
Is  Christ 

By  CAIUS  JACKSON  SLOSSER 

lROM  various  angles,  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer,  at  the 
zenith  of  his  notable  career  of  service  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  statesman,  administrator  and  missionary, 
has  produced  a  Christian  apologetic  and  specific 
appraisal  of  the  essential  gospel  message  which  should 
at  once  take  a  place  among  the  ablest  wTorks  of  its 
kind.  This  estimate  is  made  irrespective  of  agreement 
or  disagreement  with  the  viewpoints  set  forth  or  the 
conclusions  drawm.  In  these  latter  days,  when  relativity 
is  making  a  place  for  metaphysics  in  physics,  when 
sociology  is  introducing  revised  standards  into  the 
Mosaic  code,  when  science  is  forcing  rationalization  to 
supplant  superstition,  when  increased  education  and 
understanding  are  uncovering  the  sins  of  Christendom 
and  the  virtues  of  heathendom,  and  when  all  that  we 
once  thought  to  be  fixed  and  final  seems  to  be  in  flux 
and  change,  we  are  brought  up  with  a  jerk  and  a  start 
when  we  read  the  title*  and  consider  the  substance 
of  this  modern  reply  of  a  modern  Origen  to  the  mod¬ 
ern  Celsus.  We  are  having  reenacted  the  era  of  the 
early  Christian  apologists,  such  men  as  the  great  Justin 
martyr,  Tertullian  and  Origen.  Because  of  the  cumu¬ 
lative  experiences,  advances  and  fruits  of  the  past  19 
centuries  the  contest  reviewed  by  Dr.  Speer  possesses 
greater  complexity  and  subtlety  than  did  that  in  which 

B  *“THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST."  by  Robert  E.  Speer.  L. 
P.  Stone  lectures  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  1932-33.  and  Gay 
lectures  at  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  1932-33.  Revell.  $3. 
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I  the  early  apologists  found  themselves.  I  do  not  hesi- 
|  tate  to  say  that  in  Robert  E.  Speer’s  presentation  of 
the  case,  Christ  and  Christianity  have  an  even  abler 
defense  than  that  set  forth  by  the  great  Church  fathers 
just  mentioned.  Dr.  Speer’s  latest  book  marks  the 
climax  as  to  certain  modern  liberal  and  conservative 
tendencies,  and  in  the  spirit  of  true  scholarship  and 
with  a  fair  appraisal  of  what  may  constitute  the  lawful 
bounds  of  such  tendencies  if  Christianity  is  still  to  be 
Christian,  Dr.  Speer  says  to  all  the  liberalistic,  syn- 
cretistic,  secular  and  compromising  currents:  “Thus 
far  thou  mayest  come,  but  no  farther.” 

Students  of  history,  especially  historical  theology, 
have  learned  that  in  theology  the  centuries  are  strewn 
with  the  wrecks  of  dogmatic  theologians  and  of  closed, 
fixed  and  final  systems  of  theology.  The  Eastern 
Orthodox  Church,  which  believes  it  has  a  fixed  system, 
is  now  moribund.  The  Roman  Catholic  Church  has 
its  necessary  flexibility  in  its  provision  for  the  pope  to 
speak  de  infaUibili  when  excessive  rigidity  might  other¬ 
wise  destroy  its  solidarity.  Protestantism  has  had  its 
inception  and  strength  in  its  stress  upon  freedom  of 
conscience  within  law.  Is  it  possible  that  Dr.  Speer 
has  ignored  all  the  lessons  in  the  history  of  theology, 
and  set  forth  a  fixed  and  final  system  of  dogmatic  state¬ 
ments  which  must  sooner  or  later  be  either  radically 
revised  or  else  wholly  discarded? 

While  there  are  certain  postulates  set  down  here  and 
there  by  the  author  which  revelation  and  experience, 
coupled  with  true  education,  will  pronounce  to  be 
wholly  or  partially  false,  the  main  thesis  will  stand  as 
fixed  and  final  howsoever  its  wording  or  its  minor 
qualifying  statements  may  change.  How  and  why  is 
this  possible?  This  is  possible  for  reasons  due  to  the 
operation  of  laws  as  equally  inflexible  as  those  laws 
which  describe  the  certain  overthrow  of  fixed  systems 
of  theological  thought.  Let  us  explain. 

Dr.  Speer’s  underlying  thesis  is  that  Christianity  is 
not  a  system  of  belief,  it  is  Christ  Jesus.  The  gospel 
is  Jesus  Christ.  Christianity  is  not  a  religion  in  the 
ordinary  acceptance  of  the  term.  It  is  Christ.  It  is 
life  in  God  in  Christ.  It  is  divine  supernatural  revela¬ 
tion  breaking  in  upon  our  human  sphere,  transcendant 
and  just  as  imminent  as  we,  in  obedience  and  in  faith, 
make  it  to  be.  Dr.  Speer  wholly  avoids  the  pitfall  of 
espousing  any  system  of  theological  belief  other  than 
what  constituted  the  total  message  of  primitive  Chris¬ 
tianity.  This  is  why  we  are  emphatic  in  our  conviction 
that  the  author  has  set  forth  an  apologetic  which  is 
timeless;  it  must  ever  endure  as  valid.  Dr.  Speer  him¬ 
self  indicates  the  twofold  viewpoint  of  his  lectures: 
“First,  the  primitive  view  of  Christ  had  in  it  all  and 
more  than  all  that  ever  got  expressed  in  the  elaborate 
verbiage  of  the  creeds  of  the  councils.  Neither  the 
creeds,  nor  all  the  subsequent  theologies  of  the 
Church  have  been  able  to  see  more  in  Christ  and  to 
claim  more  for  Christ  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  epistles 
of  St.  Paul,  which,  let  it  be  remembered,  antedated 
all  four  gospels  and  which  are  the  earliest  statement 


of  the  faith  of  the  Church  about  Christ.  ‘Jesus  Christ 
j  is  Lord,’  the  elementary  statement  of  the  faith  which 
i  Paul  said  no  man  could  make  save  in  the  Holy  Spirit 
(I  Cor.  12:3)  had  everything  wrapped  up  in  it.” 
“Second,  the  contention  of  these  lectures  is  not  only 
that  the  whole  essential  content  of  the  gospel  was  in 

!the  elementary  faith  of  the  first  disciples  and  of  the 
primitive  Church  that  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
who  died  for  our  sins  and  rose  again,  is  the  only  Lord 
and  Savior  for  all  mankind,  but  also  that  in  this  ele¬ 
mentary  faith  and  not  in  the  translation  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  into  the  categories  of  Hellenistic  or  other 
thought,  or  in  the  development  of  a  comprehensive 

I !  system  of  dogmatic  theology,  or  in  the  elaboration  of  a 
compact  ecclesiastical  organization,  whatever  the  place 
of  these  may  be  in  God’s  providence,  lay  the  power 
of  the  survival  and  extension  of  Christianity.  Cate¬ 
gories  of  thought,  systems  of  theology,  ecclesiastical 
organization — all  these  were  appurtenances  and  in¬ 
strumentalities  of  Christianity.  I  am  not  saying  that 
these  do  not  have  their  places.  As  regards  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Christ’s  person,  I  am  saying,  in  all  these  lec¬ 
tures,  just  the  opposite.”  So  far,  so  good.  Had  Dr. 
Speer  stopped  here  and  had  he  carried  out  his  entire 
discussion  in  the  spirit  of  these  two  viewpoints  which 
we  have  recorded  in  his  own  words,  his  treatise  would 
be  timeless  in  all  respects.  Personally  the  writer  fol¬ 
lows  sympathetically  with  the  author  in  his  appended 
statements  of  belief  relative  to  Christ’s  person.  But 
he  would  go  no  further  in  these  matters  than  Christ, 
the  gospel  writers  and  Paul  himself  did.  It  is  unchrist- 
like  to  make  Christ  Jesus  or  Christianity,  much  less, 
the  doctrine  of  the  person  of  Christ,  to  stand  or  fall 
with  “the  virgin  birth,  the  transfiguration  and  the 
ascension  of  our  Lord.”  We  can  and  do  accept  these 
as  facts;  but  the  “attracting  and  transfiguring  power 
of  Jesus  does  not  stand  or  fall  on  any  statement 
couched  in  mere  words,  with  all  the  frailties  of  human 
comprehension  and  statement  being  taken  into  consid¬ 
eration.  It  was  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from  the 
dead  which  the  apostle  Paul  made  the  sine  qua  non. 
It  should  be  noted  here  that  the  whole  tenor  and  spirit 
of  this  apologetic  rests  upon  solid  ground,  since  the 
major  statements  of  the  above  quoted  viewpoints  con¬ 
trol  throughout. 

Let  us  glance  at  the  comprehensive  character  of 
this  treatise.  The  five  lecture  subjects  are:  “The 
Church’s  Conception  of  Christ,  in  the  First  Two  Cen¬ 
turies,”  “The  Attitude  of  Primitive  Christianity  To¬ 
ward  Non-Christian  Religions,”  “The  View  of  Christ 
and  Non-Christian  Religions  Which  Generated  and 
Sustained  the  Expansion  of  Christianity,”  “Can  We 
Still  Hold  the  Primitive  View  of  Christ?”  and  “What 
View,  Then,  Shall  We  Take  Today  of  Non-Christian 
Religions?”  All  of  these  searching,  timely  and  com¬ 
prehensive  subjects  are  thoroughly  discussed  with  the 
most  perfect  candor,  in  the  fine  Christian  spirit  which 
Dr.  Speer  possesses  to  a  remarkable  degree,  and  with 
the  methods  of  the.  jnost  exact,  and  scientific  scholar- 
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|  g^jp  There  is  careful  documentation,  and  we  are 
I  given  the  very  meat  of  scores  of  the  ablest  treatises 
I  0f  a\\  the  centuries.  Only  once  do  we  note  an  omission 
|  0f  a  source,  and  that  is  where  it  is  said  that  Boniface 
Iwas  stern  ‘'against  the  Christian  superstitions  of 
Rome.”  It  was  Boniface  who  Romanized  the  Chris¬ 
tianity  of  north  central  Europe  of  his  day. 

If  there  is  any  major  weakness  in  this  work  it  is  one 
:hat  was  forced  very  probably  by  lack  of  space.  I 
refer  to  a  clear  and  adequate  handling  of  the  place  of 
jroper  corporate  as  well  as  individual  witness  to 
Christ  the  all  and  in  all.  Our  author  should  crown  his 
life’s  work  by  an  equally  fearless  volume  which  will  set 
forth,  not  the  shortcomings  of  heathen  religions  as  con- 
frasted  to  the  finality  and  completeness  of  Christ  Jesus 
sknd  of  essential  Christianity  or  vice  versa,  but  shall 
show  plainly  the  iniquities,  the  unchristlike  theologies 
:!and  ecclesiastical  systems,  the  inconsistencies  and  the 
.'hypocrisies  of  Protestant  Christendom  in  view  of  its  19 
^centuries  of  heritage  and  privilege.  Dr.  Speer  per- 
|  formed  this  service  in  part  for  Roman  Catholicism  in 
his  searching  review  of  that  Church  as  it  expresses  it¬ 
self  on  South  America.  We  need  a  similar  service  for 
Protestantism,  for  our  own  Presbyterianism.  In  the 
last  analysis,  the  greatest  and  most  effective  present- 
day  apologetic  for  Christ  and  Christianity  is  not  such 
an  apologetic  as  the  author  has  so  ably  set  forth,  which 
|  can  only  be  appreciated  and  understood  by  the  more 
discerning  and  by  those  versed  in  history  and  in  com¬ 
parative  religions.  The  apologetic  which  the  whole 
missionary  program  demands,  if  Christianity  is  to  go 
on  either  to  fulfill  or  to  conquer  and  supplant,  is  the 
apologetic  of  truly  Christlike  individuals  and  of  truly 
corporate  Christlike  Churches  and  States  that  have, 
through  the  years,  heard  the  good  news  of  the  divine 
Son  of  God,  of  Christ  who  is  God  and  Lord,  the  Alpha 
and  the  Omega,  the  final  universal  Redeemer. 

In  the  first  three  chapters  we  find  a  very  notable 
contribution  to  historical  Christian  literature.  There 
is  not  to  be  found  anywhere  a  more  accurate  and  com¬ 
plete  survey  of  the  thought  and  attitude  of  the  early 
Church  with  full  references  to  a  very  extensive  patris¬ 
tic  literature.  The  histories  of  early  Christian  thought 
by  such  men  as  Weisczacker,  McGiffert,  Harnack, 
Cadoux,  Angus  and  Seeberg  do  not  present  such  a 
comprehensive  and  careful  handling  of  what  the  early 
Church  thought  of  Christ  and  of  what  the  attitude  then 
was  toward  non-Christian  systems  or  religions.  In 
chapter  3  we  have  a  most  inspiring  survey  of  the  view¬ 
points  of  all  the  great  missionaries  of  the  centuries  as 
to  the  all-sufficiency  of  Christ  and  the  finality  of  the 
Christianity  of  the  primitive  Church.  The  witness  of 
other  than  Caucasian  Christians  as  to  what  constitutes 
I  essential  gospel  message  and  as  to  the  non-desir- 
a  llity  of  syncretism  or  of  electicism  is  most  impres¬ 
sive  and  convincing.  To  the  question  as  to  what  shall 
e  our  present  attitude  towards  the  religions  which 
ristianity  should  both  transcend  and  conquer,  Dr. 
peer  presents  the  findings  of  numerous  missionary 
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conferences  and  dwells  at  length  upon  the  Jerusalem 
conference  of  1928.  In  a  cumulative  fashion  he  mar¬ 
shals  scores  of  reasons  why  Christ  and  essential  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  not  only  inclusive  of  the  best  in  all  other 
systems,  but  is  infinitely  superior  and  essentially 
unique  and  different,  and  apart  from  its  Christ  there 
is  no  full  and  final  redemption.  He  is  careful  to  state 
that  this  estimate  is  to  be  placed  upon  Christ  and  the 
way  of  life  as  well  as  the  life  he  inaugurated,  and  not 
upon  much  that  passes  as  Christian.  On  the  basis  of 
real  Christianity,  missions  must  be  carried  on  in  our 
Lord’s  name  without  syncretism  or  dilution. 

No  Christian  of  this  present  day  has  done  more  than 
Dr.  Speer  for  the  joyous  and  victorious  spread  of  essen¬ 
tial  and  true  Christianity,  both  in  the  newer  and  older 
fields  where  now  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  bring  all 
things  into  subjection  unto  him.  In  Dr.  Speer  we  have 
one  of  the  greatest  examples  of  the  perfect  combination 
of  the  mystical,  deeply  spiritual  Christian  combined 
with  one  who  has  a  wholesome  and  proper  deference  to 
externally  revealed,  supernaturally  divine  revelation  as 
set  forth  in  Jesus.  We  pay  very  great  tribute  to  this 
most  recent  product  of  his  heart  and  mind.  Both  con¬ 
servatism  and  liberalism  have  here  an  eternal  hitching 
post  in  the  midst  of  flux  and  change. 


The  Missionary 
And  His  Theology 

By  A  PRESBYTERIAN 


Interest  in  recent  public  statements  on  foreign 
missionaries  lends  special  point  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  article,  prepared  by  a  person  well  informed 
on  Presbyterian  practices  and  on  missions 


THE  Presbyterian  Church  is  distinctly  creedal, 
not  slavishly  so  but  not  apologetically  so.  Some 
Churches  do  not  like  creeds;  that  is  for  them 
to  say.  The  Presbyterian  Church  does  like  a  great 
creed,  long,  rich,  historic.  There  is  nothing  sacrosanct 
about  it;  it  has  been  revised  and  supplemented  more 
than  once.  Yet  the  revisions  and  supplements  have 
been  efforts  to  bring  it  more  fully  into  line  with  the 
teaching  of  the  word  of  God,  not  to  popularize  it  nor 
to  make  it  a  “down-to-date”  document. 

The  Church  has  provided  carefully  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  creed,  allowing  no  one  to  determine  its 
contents  swiftly  nor  arbitrarily.  Not  even  the  highest 
court  of  the  Church  can  determine  the  creed.  No  one 
presbytery  can  do  it;  no  session  can  do  it;  no  pastor 
can  do  it.  All  the  presbyteries,  acting  together  and 
by  a  definite  majority,  become  the  only  final  deter¬ 
miner  of  the  Church’s  creed.  Moreover,  only  a  pres¬ 
bytery  (or,  in  case  of  its  failure,  a  similar  but  higher 
court)  can  determine  whether  a  subscription  to  the 
creed  is  satisfactory.  No  external  nor  independent 
body  has  any  such  authority  in  the  Church. 
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A  third  fact  is  that  this  great  creed,  which  is  the 
uniting  bond  of  the  Church,  is  required  only  of 
ordained  officers — ministers,  ruling  elders,  deacons. 
No  session  can  properly  make  its  acceptance  a  test 
of  admission  to  the  Church.  Laymen,  in  the  usual 
meaning  of  that  term,  need  not  subscribe  to  any 
explicit  creed  in  uniting  with  the  Church,  but  only 
make  credible  profession  of  their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  of  their  purpose  to  follow  him.  Creedal  subscrip¬ 
tion  is  a  later  and  much  longer  step,  reserved  for  only 
a  few  Presbyterians  in  the  total  number. 

Meanwhile,  the  Foreign  Board  is  intimately  related 
to  various  types  of  workers — some  ordained  and  there¬ 
fore  subject  to  the  creedal  test,  and  some  unordained 
and  not  normally  subject  to  that  test.  Yet,  because 
these  workers  represent  the  Church  in  a  fairly  definite 
way,  in  founding  a  new  Church  and  in  directing  its 
earlier  movements  it  seems  entirely  logical  that  even 
these  unordained  workers  accept  in  suitable  terms  the 
same  creed.  In  a  presbytery  all  the  members  are 
under  the  same  vows,  ruling  elders  and  ministers.  No 
one  else  can  be  a  member  of  a  presbytery.  In  a  mis¬ 
sion  on  the  foreign  field  it  is  logical  that  all  members 
shall  be  under  similar  obligations,  since  they  all  have 
voice  in  decisions  affecting  the  work. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  position  of  the  two 
groups,  ordained  and  unordained,  is  different.  It  would 
be  manifestly  unfair  to  expect  the  same  mastery  of  the 
creed  on  the  part  of  untrained  workers  that  might  be 
expected  of  workers  thoroughly  trained  in  such  knowl¬ 
edge.  Sensible  men  make  a  distinction  between  min¬ 
isters  with  theological  training  and  ruling  elders  who 
have  not  made  independent  study  of  the  “system  of 
doctrine”  presented  in  the  creed.  This  does  not  mean 
that  one  group  is  more  intelligent  than  the  other,  but 
only  that  one  group  has  had  occasion  to  know  the 
creed  more  fully  than  the  other. 

All  foreign  missionaries  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
have  made  the  same  creedal  declaration  that  is  made 
by  members  of  presbyteries  in  America.  Their  integ¬ 
rity  is  to  be  assumed  as  clearly  as  the  integrity 
of  ministers  and  ruling  elders  in  the  home  Church. 
It  is  no  more  Christian  to  slander  them  as  insincere 
and  untrue  than  to  slander  home  workers;  every 
charge  made  against  a  missionary  could  easily  be  made 
against  somebody  near  by. 

What  is  the  duty  of  the  board  regarding  the  sound¬ 
ness  of  its  workers?  Its  first  duty  is  to  assure  itself 
that  the  worker  is  understood  and  not  the  victim  of 
his  own  poor  expression  or  inconsistency.  This  will 
be  the  especial  danger  of  lay  workers  who  are  apt  to 
utter  or  write  a  good  many  variant  notions  when  they 
attempt  theological  expression.  The  board,  like  any 
session,  must  be  decently  sympathetic  with  people  who 
seem  to  be  going  astray.  They  should  be  brought 
back  if  possible.  Critics  of  the  board  seldem  suggest 
this  possible  service.  They  demand  that  on  the  first 
sign  of  error  the  worker  shall  be  dismissed;  otherwise 
they  must  withhold  their  gifts.  It  seems  to  be  little  to 


them  that  a  thousand  workers  are  not  in  the  least 


under  suspicion. 

There  is  a  notable  paragraph  in  the  General  Assem.j 
bly  Minutes  of  1824,  page  122,  which  bears  on  this;1 
“Here  it  will  be  important  to  remark  that  a  man  can 
not  be  fairly  convicted  of  heresy,  for  using  expressions! 
which  may  be  so  interpreted  as  to  involve  heretical! 
doctrines,  if  they  may  also  admit  of  a  more  favorably 
construction.  Because  no  one  can  tell  in  what  sensJ 
an  ambiguous  expression  is  used,  but  the  speaker  oil 
writer,  and  he  has  a  right  to  explain  himself ;  and  ij 
such  cases,  candor  requires  that  a  court  should  favoil 
the  accused  by  putting  on  his  words  the  more  favorable! 
rather  than  the  less  favorable  construction.  .  .  .  Anotliel 
principle  is,  that  no  man  can  rightly  be  convicted  oil 
heresy  by  inference  or  implication;  that  is,  we  must! 
not  charge  an  accused  person  with  holding  those  const 
quences  which  may  legitimately  flow  from  his  asset 
tions.  Many  men  are  grossly  inconsistent  with  them! 
selves;  and  while  it  is  right,  in  argument,  to  over  thro  J 
false  opinions  by  tracing  them  in  their  connections  anil 
consequences,  it  is  not  right  to  charge  any  man  with  at 
opinion  which  he  disavows.” 

But  this  does  not  exempt  the  board;  its  duty  is  t( 
bring  about  correction  if  it  can  do  so.  It  cannot  be 
come  meticulous,  any  more  than  a  presbytery  shoulc 
be.  It  cannot  magnify  into  major  importance  what  a 
presbytery  considers  major.  What  ruling  elders  an) 
ministers  in  the  home  Church  are  allowed  to  believe! 
without  criticism  from  their  responsible  bodies  cai 
hardly  be  made  the  occasion  for  the  loss  of  workers  ii 
foreign  missions.  In  the  nature  of  the  case  in  th 
Presbyterian  Church,  a  minister  anywhere  would  bt 
referred  to  his  presbytery  if  question  arose  as  to  M 
loyalty  to  the  creed.  It  would  be  monstrous  if  at 
appointed  body,  answerable  not  to  any  presbytery  bill 
only  to  the  General  Assembly,  were  to  set  itself  up  aj 
a  doctrinal  court  for  the  trial  or  examination  o 
ordained  officers  in  the  Church,  all  of  whom  are  mem 
bers  of  presbyteries.  If  the  board  has  valid  reason  t( 
question  the  soundness  of  one  of  its  ministerial  fore 
(valid  reason,  not  current  gossip  for  which  nobody' 
prepared  to  stand  and  take  the  consequences),  it  worn 
rightly  inform  the  proper  presbytery,  and  accept  tbf 


verdict  of  that  body. 

The  case  is  somewhat  different  with  unordaint 
workers.  The  Church  has  constituted  no  single  agenc 
for  the  consideration  of  the  anomalous  condition  o; 
an  unordained  person  who  is  yet  under  vows,  eve' 
though  those  vows  be  interpreted  for  lay  usage.  Tb| 
board  may  be  rightly  held  for  responsibility  here,  h 
primary  duty  is  to  seek  to  bring  any  erring  worker  k: 
fuller  conformity,  not  with  itself  but  with  the  trull 
of  God  as  the  Church  has  found  it.  If  this  cannot  b 
done  and  the  worker  has  wandered  from  his  way,  jb 
board  must  find  kindly  and  Christian  ways  of  severub; 
his  connection  with  the  force  pledged  to  this  unit.' 
Irresponsible  people  who  write  dictatorially  to  tb 
board  would  “dismiss”  or  “discharge”  or  “drop” 
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worker;  no  board  would  do  it  in  any  such  terms.  Even 
erroneous  people  have  rights;  boards  are  not_  infalli¬ 
ble  The  separation  of  a  worker  at  a  given  point  may 
be  at  terrific  cost  to  work  which  ought  to  be  preserved 
in  some  way.  Our  Lord  in  his  wisdom  held  on  to  Judas 
even  when  he  was  irredeemable,  and  to  Peter  when  he 
was  far  astray.  Before  he  was  through  with  them,  one 
had  left  him  and  the  other  had  been  recovered.  The 
board  ought  to  follow  the  example  of  our  Lord.  When 
a  worker  can  no  longer  render  loyal  service  he  must  be 
relieved  of  his  appointment  in  ways  that  manifest  the 
spirit  of  Christ  and  the  gospel  which  the  Church  is 
sending  to  the  world  through  its  missionaries. 

Meanwhile,  the  board  is  a  defender  of  its  working 
force  at  home  and  abroad.  It  believes  the  best  regard¬ 
ing  them;  it  must  be  convinced  by  hard  and  adequate 
evidence  of  any  dereliction  among  them.  It  cannot 
be  affected  by  general  and  vague  charges  made  by  men 
who  evade  personal  responsibility  for  what  they 
charge.  Nor  can  it  be  deeply  concerned  over  mere 
attacks  on  itself.  In  the  missionary  enterprise  the 
board  is,  as  has  so  often  been  said  by  its  own  officials, 
the  least  important  factor.  Attacking  it  does  not 
injure  it  seriously,  because  it  has  no  interests  except 
those  of  the  home  Church  and  those  of  the  field  force. 
Attacks  on  the  board  work  out  quite  invariably  to  the 
injury  of  the  spirit  of  the  home  Church,  and  to  the 
lessening  of  the  support  of  the  working  force.  At  this 
very  time  earnest  workers  are  unable  to  do  for  the 
souls  of  men  on  the  mission  field  what  they  yearn  to 
do,  because  some  men  have  unsettled  the  confidence  of 
the  giving  Church  by  general  assertions  of  the  unfit¬ 
ness  of  a  few  workers  in  the  total  force.  The  tragedy 
of  it  is  that  some  of  these  assertions  come  back  to  the 
home  Church  from  missionaries  who  have  fallen  foul 
of  their  brethren  and  who  seem  willing  to  see  the  whole 
work  injured  if  only  they  can  rebuke  a  local  error  or  a 
wrong  in  their  own  single  land. 

The  missionary  force  deserves  the  support  and  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  home  Church.  Nobody’s  money  need  be 
an  aid  to  error.  There  is  plenty  of  unquestioned  work 
to  use  every  penny  any  critic  of  missionaries  ever  gave. 
Fortunately  the  rank  and  file  of  Presbyterians  do  not 
think  the  missionary  force  is  ideal;  they  know  they  are 
not  so  themselves.  They  are  grateful  that  God’s  good¬ 
ness  to  themselves  is  sufficient  for  him  to  bless  and  aid 
them  even  with  their  defects,  and  they  gladly  pass  on 
his  blessing  to  others  whose  defects  are  probably  no 
greater  than  their  own  even  at  their  worst. 


“Be  thou  therefore  guided  for  the  fight,”  wrote 
Thomas  a  Kempis,  “if  thou  wilt  have  the  victory. 
Without  toil  there  is  no  road  to  res't,  nor  without  fight¬ 
ing  can  the  victory  be  gained.  .  .  .  Lord,  thy  will  be 
done;  I  have  well  deserved  to  be  afflicted  and  weighed 
down.  Certainly  I  ought  to  bear  it;  and,  oh,  that  I 
may  bear  it  with  patience — until  the  storm  pass  over 
&nd  all  be  better.” 


The  Church 
Of  the  Future 

By  HUBERT  CRAMSTAD 

A  STUDY  of  history  shows  clearly  that 
churches  have  prospered  when  they  have 
given  a  motive  for  man  to  be  religious.  The 
Galilean  taught  that  we  should  be  willing  to  lose  our 
lives,  yet  he  usually  added:  “That  we  may  save  them  ” 
He  preached  that  we  must  die  to  live,  and  should  give 
up  temporal  things  for  something  very  much  more 
worth  while.  Jesus  held  up  before  his  hearers  a  very 
practical  motive  or  reason  for  men’s  conforming  to  the 
laws  of  God.  He  held  up  before  them  a  punishment 
of  “everlasting  death”  if  they  did  not  live  aright,  and 
a  reward  in  the  form  of  “real  life”  if  they  did  live 
rightly.  Religion,  like  everything  else,  must  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  practical  test.  When  Churches  have  pre¬ 
sented  a  practical  motive  for  religion  they  have  pros¬ 
pered;  at  other  times,  not.  The  Church  needs  a  mes¬ 
sage  built  upon  the  fundamental  theory  of  reward  and 
punishment.  It  appears  that  the  future  of  the  Church 
depends  upon  a  new  and  practical  interpretation  of 
the  things  these  words  signify,  such  as  will  appeal  to 
men  today. 

Nature  knows  no  favorites  among  peoples.  And 
Providence,  equally  concerned  about  the  sheep  in  every 
fold,  has  so  arranged  it  that  the  man  who  gets  ahead 
must  pull  up  some  backward  brother  after  him.  His¬ 
tory  shows  that  when  Churches  or  nations  have  been 
sacrificing  or  fighting  to  bring  more  nearly  equal 
opportunities,  people  have  listened  to  their  doctrine 
and  respected  their  leaders.  Under  these  conditions 
Churches  and  nations  have  waxed  strong  and  power¬ 
ful,  however  poor  or  persecuted  they  may  have  been. 
When  Churches  cease  the  struggle  to  equalize  oppor¬ 
tunity,  then  decadence  sets  in. 

The  Church  must  convince  men  that  money  is  not 
happiness,  and  wealth  is  not  success.  The  purpose  of 
the  Church  should  be  to  show  people  how  to  live,  to 
show  them  that  happiness  does  not  come  from  material 
things  alone.  There  are  really  four  sides  to  life — the 
physical,  the  intellectual,  the  material  and  the  spir¬ 
itual;  and  we  must  develop  all  four.  This  four-square 
development  prospers  its  missionary  activity.  Even 
Jesus  healed  the  sick,  fed  the  hungry,  and  always 
wrought  for  the  masses.  Before  the  Church  can  make 
people  believe  in  the  doctrine  that  life  is  more  than 
meat,  and  friends  more  to  be  desired  than  gold,  must 
not  we  as  its  representatives  live  unselfishly — give  up 
something  of  what  we  have,  and  cease  our  continual 
chase  for  yet  more? 


G  A  layman’s  view  of  the  Church,  this  article  is  an  excerpt  from  an 
address  delivered  to  a  meeting  of  elders  and  elders’  wives  in  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  by  one  of  the  younger  elders 
in  that  church.  Mr.  Gramstad  is  a  western  representative  of  the  Bobbs- 
Merrill  Company,  publishers,  and  formerly  was  a  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Iowa. 
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One  of  the  worthwhile  things  is  service  to  others. 
The  gospel  on  which  the  Churches  prosper  demands 
direct  personal  service  in  the  interest  of  others.  When 
our  forefathers  sacrificed  their  properties  and  even 
their  lives  to  bring  about  better  conditions,  the  real 
Church  prospered.  But  when  their  children  became 
lax  and  less  actively  unselfish,  the  influence  of  the 
Church  has  waned.  Jesus  laid  down  the  principle  that 
men  should  live  together  as  brothers,  rendering  service 
to  one  another  as  brothers.  He  taught  that  true  great¬ 
ness  consisted  not  in  the  power  to  rule,  but  rather  in 
the  power  to  serve  men. 

There  are  a  great  many  people  of  intelligence  in  the 
world  wTho  hunger  for  a  scientific  basis  for  their  reli¬ 
gious  faith.  The  Church  of  the  future  must  welcome 
the  searchlight  of  scientific  investigation  and  philo¬ 
sophic  discussion.  To  do  so  would  hold  a  group  who 
are  now  drifting  away.  Another  group  hungers  for  art 
and  music,  and  in  the  old  days  was  by  this  means 
attracted  to  the  Church.  The  cathedral  was  the  most 
beautiful  building  in  the  community,  and  within  it  were 
the  finest  music  and  the  greatest  paintings.  Should  it 
not  be  so  today? 

What  about  the  teachings  of  Jesus?  Men  can  be 
born  again  only  through  religion.  To  make  men  oyer, 
this  is  the  real  purpose  of  the  Church,  its  sole  function. 
The  basis  of  Jesus’  teaching  seems  to  have  been  the  law 
of  action  and  reaction.  He  urged  men  to  forgive,  that 
they  might  be  forgiven;  to  give,  that  they  might  be 
given  unto;  to  sow  in  order  that  they  might  reap. 
Clearly  he  stood  for  individual  responsibility,  and  had 
little  hope  of  saving  the  world  through  legislation  or 
enforcement  of  law.  The  Church  must  inculcate  these 
purposes. 

Looking  to  the  future,  if  the  Church  is  to  succeed 
and  prosper,  it  seems  to  me,  the  following  things  must 
needs  be  done: 

1.  A  consistent  effort  on  the  part  of  the  whole 
Church  membership  to  make  religion  practical.  It  is 
not  so  at  the  present  time  in  too  many  churches. 

2.  We  must  be  our  brother’s  helper,  even  more  so 
outside  the  Church  than  within.  We  must  be  of  direct 
personal  service  to  others. 

3.  We  should  seek  justice  for  the  underprivileged, 
as  Jesus  actually  did. 

4.  We  must  develop  a  four-square  life  to  “really 
live.” 

5.  Our  charities  and  organizations  must  be  com¬ 
bined  into  a  greater  Church  organization  for  more 
effective  work. 

6.  We  must  live  the  teachings  of  Jesus  as  he  lived 
them. 

7.  We  must  become  individually  responsible  for  the 
growth  of  the  Kingdom. 

8.  Our  system  of  Church  finance  must  be  reorgan¬ 
ized,  so  that  Christians  give  materially  as  God  has 
blessed  them  in  material  things. 

If  we  do  these  things,  God  may  look  down  and  be 


May  11,  1933 


more  pleased  with  us;  and  may  reaffirm  his  promise: 
“On  this  Rock  I  will  build  my  church.” 


The  Bible 
For  Today 

By  ROY  EWING  VALE 

I.  Experiences  in  the  Living  Book:  11.  Combating 
Injustice 

THERE  is  no  longer  a  frontier  in  America.  This  I 
fact  bears  immediately  upon  the  various  prob- 1 
lems  of  justice.  Three  centuries  ago  men  who! 
felt  themselves  subject  to  injustice  in  the  Old  World  I 
could  and  did  come  to  America  to  work  out  a  new  I 
destiny.  And  after  the  seaboard  was  settled  men! 
repeatedly  pushed  to  the  golden  west.  But  there  is  I 
now  no  frontier  in  America.  For  that  matter,  there  isl 
no  longer  a  frontier  of  new  territory  anywhere  on  the! 
planet. 

Injustices  therefore  cannot  now  be  met  by  removl 
ing  from  their  arena  and  setting  up  a  new  order  else-J 
where.  The  world  has  become  a  vast  coliseum,  and  the 
struggle  between  Caesar  and  Christ  is  no  mere  rhetor¬ 
ical  question;  justice  for  the  masses  depends  upon  its! 
outcome.  If  Caesar  wins,  the  world  will  remain  a| 
coliseum,  with  the  many  suffering  at  the  whim  of  the 
few.  If  Christ  wins,  the  coliseum  stones  will  be  leveleal 
to  make  foundations  for  “Jerusalem  in  England’s  green! 
and  pleasant  land”  and  in  every  land. 

That  is  to  say,  we  must  now  combat  injustice  pre-l 
cisely  where  it  is.  This  is  a  staggering  enterprise, ' 
which  may  daunt  the  boldest. 

It  is  therefore  essential  to  consider  our  resources. 
Abraham’s  question  is  the  major  one:  “Shall  not  ter 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right?”  His  was  a  tre¬ 
mendous  early  realization  that  God  is  the  Judge  of 
men,  and  that  right  shall  ultimately  prevail.  No  man 
who  understands  much  of  Jesus  can  doubt  his  emphasis 
on  the  infinite  worth  of  a  man  and  his  demand  fci 
justice  in  every  sphere  of  life.  When  he  said  to  the 
Pharisees,  “Ye  have  left  undone  the  weightier  matters 
— justice,  and  mercy  and  faith,”  his  word  for  “justice 
was  reported  in  the  gospel  by  the  Greek  term  krisis 
From  it  comes  our  “crisis,”  and  every  crisis  in  human 
history  really  means  decision  between  justice  and 
injustice. 

The  processes  are  slow  and  often  heartbreaking,  bo1 
in  the  eternal  outcome  justice  must  prevail,  becau^ 
God  and  Christ  support  it.  Napoleon  cynically  said 
“God  is  on  the  side  of  the  heaviest  battalions,”  but 
Victor  Hugo,  writing  of  Napoleon  at  Waterloo,  later 
said,  “It  was  time  for  this  great  man  to  fall,  bk 
embarrassed  God.” 

■  Next  week — "Attaining  Freedom.” 


Mrs*  John  n.  Mason 
Oak  Knoll 
Danvers,  Masa# 


June  4,1933 


My  dear  Mr.  Revells- 

I  feel  that  I  must  thank  you  with  renewed 
emphasis  for  sending  me  the  copy  of  Dr.  Speer’s 
FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  since  i  have  now  finished 
reading  it.  I  have  read  the  book  carefully  and 
slowly,  often  re-reading  passages  of  special 
significance  and  with  constantly  increasing  enthusiasm. 

In  preparing  these  lectures,  Dr.  Speer  was 
plainly  inspired  by  a  lofty  and  solemn  purpose.  His 
supreme  concern  is  that  "Christianity  should  not  be 
last  today",  and  with  power  he  has  marshalled  his  arguments 
against  all  attempts  to  invalidate  the  religion  of  Christ 
as  given  in  the  «  ospels  and  preached  by  the  Apostles. 

The  book  appears  when  sadly  needed  and  it  is  so 
vital  convincing  that  it  cannot  fail  in  its  purpose. 

I  am  under  great  obligation  to  you  for  giving  it 
to  me,  and  remain 

Vary  truly  yours 
(signed)  Carolina  A.  Mason 
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“ Behold  l  will  send  my  messenger,  and  he  shall  prepare  the  way  before  me. 
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fitting  (Christ  thr  f  rrrmtnrnrr  3n  AU  allmtgs. 

Sermon  of  retiring  moderator,  Dr.  Charles  William  Kerr, 

General  Assembly,  Columbus,  Ohio,  May  25,  1933. 

(Abridged) 


AUL  is  writing  to  the  Colossian  Church  about  Jesus 
||^  Christ.  In  the  17th  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of  Colos¬ 
sus  he  says:  “Christ  is  before  all  things,  and  in  him  all 
things  consist.” 

Moffatt  translates  it:  “All  things  have  been  created  by  him 
and  for  him;  he  is  prior  to  all,  and  all  coheres  in  him.” 

The  18th  verse  reads:  “He  is  the  head  of  the  body,  the 
church;  who  is  the  beginning,  the  first  born  from  the  dead; 
that  in  all  things  he  might  have  the  preeminence.” 

Our  text  is  the  expression:  “That  in  all  things  he  might 
have  the  preeminence.”  Weymouth  translates  it:  “In  order 
that  he  himself  may  in  all  things  occupy  the  foremost  place.” 
Goodspeed  translates  it:  “That  he  might  come  to  stand  first 
in  everything.” 

Paul  as  he  pens  this  letter  is  a  prisoner  at  Rome.  He  has 
never  visited  the  city  of  Colossae  but  Epaphras,  the  pastor, 
has  brought  to  him  the  news  of  a  heresy  in  the  church  there. 
This  heresy  minimized  the  person  and  work  of  Jesus  Christ 
by  putting  Him  in  the  background.  Paul  realizes  any  teaching 
that  puts  Christ  in  the  background  is  most  dangerous;  that 
where  Christ  grows  dim  in  the  vision  of  the  Church  His  power 
wanes.  Anxious  that  these  Christians  may  have  a  fuller 
knowledge  of  the  person  and  work  of  Jesus  Christ,  Paul  writes 
this  letter.  He  has  no  sympathy  with  the  idea  that  ignorance 
is  the  mother  of  devotion  and  service.  Tychicus  and  Onesi- 
mus  are  going  to  Colossae,  so  Paul  grasps  the  opportunity  to 
send  the  letter  by  them. 

In  it  he  magnifies  Jesus  Christ  in  every  way.  he  makes  Him 
preeminent  from  every  point  of  view.  He  emphasizes  the  fact 
that  Christ  is  the  ultimate  fact  of  Christianity  and  the  central 
citadel  of  our  faith. 

In  the  very  first  chapter  Paul  speaks  of  Christ’s  glory  as 
God,  and  gives  to  Him  such  titles  as  these:  The  Image  of  the 
Invisible  God;  the  Creator  of  all  things;  the  First-born  of 
creation;  the  Eternally-existent  One;  the  Upholder  of  all 
things. 

Then,  speaking  of  Christ’s  glory  as  Redeemer,  he  gives  Him 
such  titles  as:  The  Head  of  the  Church;  the  Beginning;  the 
First-born  from  the  dead;  the  Preeminent  One;  the  Posses¬ 
sor  of  all  fulness;  the  Reconciler  and  Peacemaker;  the  Sanc¬ 
tifier  and  Savior. 

Our  theme  this  morning  is:  “Giving  Christ  the  Preeminence 
in  All  Things.” 


A  hymn  of  the  Fifth  Century,  that  bears  the  name  of 
St.  Patrick,  expresses  the  thought  of  our  text: 

“Christ  with  me,  Christ  before  me, 

Christ  behind  me,  Christ  within  me, 

Christ  beneath  me,  Christ  above  me. 

Christ  at  my  right,  Christ  at  my  left, 

Christ  in  breadth,  Christ  in  length,  Christ  in  height. 
Christ  in  the  heart  of  every  man  who  thinks  of  me, 
Christ  in  the  mouth  of  every  man  who  speaks  to  me, 
Christ  in  the  eye  of  every  man  who  sees  me, 

Christ  in  the  ear  of  every  man  that  hears  me.” 

Christ  is  Preeminent  in  Heaven 

Some  one  has  written: 

“The  light  of  heaven  is  the  face  of  Jesus 
The  joy  of  heaven  is'  the  presence  of  Jesus. 

The  melody  of  heaven  is  the  name  of  Jesus. 

The  harmony  of  heaven  is  the  praise  of  Jesus. 

The  theme  of  heaven  is  the  work  of  Jesus. 

The  fullness  of  heaven  is  Jesus  Himself. 

The  duration  of  heaven  is  the  eternity  of  Jesus. 

If  Christ  you  know,  enough  all  else  unknown; 

If  Christ  unknown,  vain  though  all  else  you  learn.” 

I  think  Spurgeon  on  his  death-bed  correctly  interpreted  life 
there  when  he  said  to  Dr.  John  Robertson  who  was  visiting 
him,  “Ah,  Robertson,  I  think  you  will  win  heaven  at  last,  but 
I  won’t  see  you  for  eighteen  hundred  years;  I  will  be  so  taken 
up  with  the  face  of  Christ.  Then  I  may  find  time  to  turn  to 
you  long  enough  to  say,  ‘Well,  Robertson,  you  won  heaven  at 
last!’  But  I  wil  have  to  turn  right  back  again  to  gaze  on  his 
face.” 

Paul  believed  if  we  ever  expect  to  reach  heaven  we  must 
first  give  Christ  preeminence  here.  Christ  must  occupy  the 
foremost  place. 

FIRST:  Christ  is  Preeminent  in  his  Personality  and  Char¬ 
acter.  In  the  midst  of  a  sinful  world  He  lived  a  faultless,  flaw¬ 
less  life.  He  made  no  mistakes.  He  never  had  to  recall  a 
single  word  or  make  an  apology.  He  was  wholly  harmless, 
undefiled,  and  separate  from  sinners.  One  day  he  threw  down 
the  challenge,  “Which  of  you  convicteth  me  of  sin?"  No  one 
then  or  since  that  time  has  ever  been  able  to  find  a  single  flaw 
in  his  life. 

(Concluded  on  Page  4.) 
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THAT  IN  ALL  THINGS  HE  MIGHT  HAVE 
THE  PREEMINENCE 

Col.  1:8 


VERY  preacher  has  a  favorite  text.  This  is  the  favor¬ 
ite  of  this  preacher.  Every  preacher  has  a  sermon  he 
likes  to  preach  above  all  others.  This  has  been  ours.  Out  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  one  day,  the  truth  of  these  words  seized  our 
soul.  It  has  never  let  go  since  then.  Again  and  again  we  have 
been  brought  under  its  spell.  Again  and  again,  in  English  and 
in  German,  in  city  and  in  country,  we  have  spoken  on  these 
words,  for  we  consider  them  words  of  the  very  greatest  im¬ 
portance  in  the  life  of  ever}'  Christian. 

So  we  were  pleased,  greatly  pleased,  when  from  the  office  of, 
publicity  of  the  General  Assembly  the  “release”  of  Dr.  Kerr’s 
sermon  came  to  us.  And  we  are  happy  to  pass  the  great  ser¬ 
mon  on,  at  least  the  substance  of  it,  to  our  readers.  And  tve 
do  so  with  the  prayer  that  at  this  season,  when  our  hearts  ^ire 
especially  in  need  of  His  presence  and  power,  when  our  spirits 
are  longing  for  the  blessing  of  Pentecost,  this  great  desire  of 
Paul  may  also,  increasingly,  become  our  desire. 

Christ  first,  Christ  in  the  place  of  preeminence,  in  your  life 
and  mine,  in  our  churches  everywhere,  in  our  home  and  in  our 
school,  Christ  first  of  all,  above  all,  the  One  always  in  the 
place  of  honor,  what  a  revolution  it  would  make! 

May  it  even  be  so  and  more  and  more  become  so  in  our 
General  Assembly,  in  the  Boards  of  the  church,  in  our  schools 
and  colleges,  in  our  churches  and  homes,  and  most  of  all  in 
our  own  hearts  and  lives,  Christ  FIRST  of  all,  Christ  Lord  of 
all,  then  shall  we  indeed  be  fruitful,  blessed,  happy  Chris¬ 
tians.  To  this  end  may  the  Holy  Spirit  bless  the  message  of 
the  Moderator. 

—  ■¥■¥  *_ 

G-O-T 

E’VE  got  to  do  it”  said  President  Franklin  D.  Roose¬ 
velt  recently  to  Ramsey  MacDonald  when  in  their  con¬ 
ference  they  talked  about  helping  the  world  out  of  its  distress 
and  misery.  Said  the  American  President  to  the  British  Pre¬ 
mier:  “It  isn’t  a  case  of  hope  anymore,  we’ve  GOT  to  do  it.” 
And  the  sturdy  Scotchman  replied:  “That  old  Scotch  word  is 
good  enough  for  me,  and  I’ll  go  along  with  it.”  And  other 
representatives  to  whom  the  meaning  of  the  word  was  ex¬ 
plained  declared  they  would  take  it  back  home  and  adopt  it 
into  their  language. 

Yes,  it  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  hoping  or  wishing  or  dream¬ 
ing,  not  a  matter  of  talking  either,  something  has  GOT  to  be 
done  to  get  this  world  out  of  the  morass  it  has  gotten  in.  And 
the  sooner  our  statesmen  realize  it  the  better. 

But  all  of  us  need  to  take  this  word  GOT  into  our  vocabula¬ 
ry  and  give  it  its  rightful  place.  It  comes  from  get  and  is  the 
past  form.  And  the  word  GET  is  one  of  the  big  little  words 
and  in  the  dictionary  it  takes  several  pages  to  explain  all  its 
uses.  And  this  use  is  one  that  has  been  neglected  all  too 
much.  It  denotes  obligation  or  necessity  as  when  we  say, 
“He  has  got  to  go,”  “You  have  to  obey,”  etc.  That  means  it 
must  be  done,  there  is  a  necessity,  the  hand  of  duty  is  laid 


upon  us.  Kant  would  call  it  the  “categorical  imperative”,  that 
which  ought  to  be  done,  and  because  it  ought  it  must  be  done 
and  we  cannot  honestly  shirk  it. 

America  needs  this  sense  of  duty  expressed  in  the  word 

aause  in  order,  individually  and 

setting  a  noble  example.  You 

m. 

+  _ 

iVIEW 

F  JESUS  CHRIST 

E.  Speer, 

t  Princeton  Theological  Sem- 

• 

ern  Baptist  Theological  Sern- 

evell  Company,  $3.00 
5  from  Dr.  Speer  and  he  never 
uibctppuniLs  us.  me  nas  nor  clone  so  in  this  volume  which  is 
a  brave  and  worthy  book,  a  Christian  apologetic  which  is 
worthy  to  stand  with  the  very  best  that  has  been  produced  in 
this  line. 

The  central  thesis  of  the  five  lectures  is  stated  in  the  pref¬ 
ace:  “It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  the  central  thing  in  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  Christ.  Christ  is  not  only  the  centre.  He  is  also  the 
beginning  and  the  end.  He  is  all  in  all.  The  Christian  faith 
is  a  conviction  and  an  exeprience,  and  Christ  is  the  object  of 
each.  And  the  conviction  and  the  experience  are  not  to  be 
separated.  They  were  not  separable  in  Christianity  at  the  be¬ 
ginning,  and  they  are  not  separable  today.” 

The  first  lecture  treats  on  “The  Church’s  Conception  of 
Christ  in  the  First  Two  Centuries.”  Beginning  with  the  Apos¬ 
tolic  Fathers  the  testimony  of  Justin  Martyr,  Clement  of  Rome, 
Hernias,  Polycarp,  Ignatius  and  others  is  adduced  first  as 
showing  the  conception  of  Christ  and  Christianity  held  by  the 
Church  to  the  end  of  the  second  century.  Then  the  New 
Testament  writings  are  considered  showing  that  in  the  “au¬ 
thentic,  historic,  primitive  view,  Jesus  is  unique,  absolute,  and 
final  and  cosmic.’  The  author  does  not  admit  that  Paul 
“struck  off  a  radical  and  lamentable  departure,”  but  shows  that 
Paul's  conception  did  not  originate  with  him  but  was  basic  in 
the  mind  of  Jesus  Himself.  The  conclusion  of  the  first  lecture 
is  summed  up  in  the  words  of  Tertuilian:  “We  worship  God 
through  Christ.” 

Lecture  II.  deals  with  The  Attitude  of  Primitive  Christiani¬ 
ty  Toward  Non-Christian  Religions  and  shows  the  position 
taken  by  Jesus  toward  Judaism  and  that  of  the  apostles  and 
fathers  toward  other  religions  in  the  Roman  Empire.  The 
New  Testament  gives  no  warrant  for  syncretism,  Christianity 
triumphed  because  it  was  a  new  and  a  pure  religion.  It  is  not 
a  development  from  the  mystery  religions,  nor  from  Greek  and 
Roman  popular  religions,  nor  from  Greek  philosophy  or  Gnos¬ 
tic  speculations,  Christianity  is  the  revealed  religion  of  God, 
and  the  Name  it  proclaims  is  the  only  and  incomparable  Name 
whereby  men  must  be  saved. 

How  this  uncompromising  and  in  some  respects  intolerant 
religion  went  forth  to  conquer  is  set  forth  in  Lecture  III. 

1  here  were  inevitable  conflicts  with  other  religious  systems, 
but  the  true  missionaries  were  not  men  of  compromise  but  of 
bold  faith  and  loving  kindness.  From  the  earliest  heralds  of 
th  Cross  to  modern  times  those  who  have  laid  the  true  founda¬ 
tions  were  men  who  upheld  the  uniqueness  of  the  Gospel  and 
the  absolute  supremacy  of  Christ.  Compromises  have  never 
resulted  in  victory  for  Christ,  witness  Robert  de  Nobili  and 
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his  work  in  India.  “The  aim  of  life  is  Jesus  our  Redeemer” 
"as  the  message  they  carried  across  the  continents,  and  only 
when  they  compromised  on  this  did  they  fail  in  their  efforts. 
With  a  few  bold  strokes  we  have  in  this  lecture  a  brief  history 
of  Christian  missions  with  the  outstanding  leaders  and  their 
methods  outlined  in  characteristic  manner. 

I  After  thus  showing  the  triumphant  march  of  Christianity 
through  the  centuries  the  question  is  asked  in  Lecture  IV: 
Can  we  still  hold  the  primitive  view  of  Christ?  To  many  this 
will  seem  the  crux  of  the  book  especially  in  view  of  modern 
ciritcal  study  of  the  life  of  Christ  and  the  renewed  interest 
in  the  missionary  problem  as  brought  out  by  “Re-thinking 
Missions.”  In  considering  this  question  our  author  carefully 
examines  the  New  Testament  teachings  as  to  what  the  primi¬ 
tive  faith  was  and  then  compares  the  unique  teachings  of  the 
Gospel  with  Buddhism  and  Islam.  He  coinsiders  the  testimony 
of  many  theologians,  liberal  as  well  as  conservative,  and  con¬ 
cludes  that  the  essential  Christ  is  the  historic  Jesus,  that  Jesus 
is  incomparably  greater  than  others  and  that  the  supernatural 
is  rational.  “Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  is  Lord  —  the 
only  Lord.” 

The  last  lecture  deals  with  the  question:  What  view,  then, 
shall  we  take  today  of  non-Christian  religions?  In  view  o* 
“Re-thinking  Missions”  this  question  is  of  particular  interest. 
The  author  goes  to  the  great  missionaries  for  an  answer  and 
quotes  freely  from  the  great  missionary  conferences  where 
these  problems  have  been  discussed  from  every  angle.  Non- 
Christian  religions  must  be  considered  intelligently  and  sym¬ 
pathetically.  All  the  good  they  offer  must  be  freely  acknowl¬ 
edged.  The  attitude  toward  the  non-Christian  must  ever  be 
one  of  courtesy  and  sincere  friendliness.  But  compromise  is 
impossible.  A  merger  between  Christianity  and  non-Christian 
religion  is  not  to  be  thought  of.  Admitting  gladly  all  the  good, 
wherever  found,  it  still  remains  true:  “The  Light  of  the 
World  is  Christ.  It  is  not  a  combination  of  rays,  some  from 
one  teacher  and  some  from  another.  In  Christ  there  are  all 
the  rays  there  can  be.  In  Him  dwelleth  all  the  fullness  of  the 
Godhead  bodily.  More  than  that  cannot  dwell  in  any  one. 
The  religion  of  Him  who  is  all  the  Light  there  is  and  in  whom 
all  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  dwells  is  of  necessity  the  ab¬ 
solute  and  universal  religion.”  The  most  successful  mission¬ 
aries  have  stood  just  on  this  platform.  We  will  close  our 
quotations  with  the  last  paragraph  of  the  book:  “On  this  Rock 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Son  of  Man,  the  onlv 
Redeemer,  Savior  and  Lord,  the  Christian  Church  stood  at 
the  beginning.  Here  it  has  stood  through  all  the  ages.  Here 
it  must  continue  to  stand.”  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay 
than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Je-sus  Christ.  “From  this  foundation 
t®  Church  of  Christ  so  long  as  it  is  true  to  its  message  and 
its  mission,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  will  never  remove.” 

Here  is  a  book  for  repeated  study  and  reference.  The 
sources  are  always  given  enabling  one  to  verify  them.  Only 
in.  a  fen  instances  are  they  given  second  hand,  i.  e.  Baur, 
Pf.  260,  and  Karl  Barth  pg.  348.  In  one  instance  the  docu- 
^^Btation  is  omitted,  the  statement  attributed  to  Harnack  on 
Bj|35l.  We  regret  this  all  the  more  as  that  statement  sounds 
er  strange  in  the  mouth  of  Adolf  Harnack.  But  these  are 
Just  small  flaws.  The  book  is  the  work  of  a  scholar  and  a  mis- 

s'onarn  statesman.  It  will  long  stand  as  one  of  the  best  books 
°u  its  subject. 

0rder  from  Dubuque  Presbyterian  Press,  Dubuque,  la. 

W.  C.  L. 


DEVOTION  AND  COMMUNION 

"Draw  nigh  unto  God,  and  He  will  draw  nigh  to  you" 

PENTECOST  AT  SALZBURG  AM  SALZBACH 

HE  hoary  Capuciner-house,  still  clinging  to  its  rocky 
height, 

Hath  a  plot  fragrant-flowered,  supposed  —  above  Earth's  sin — 
Whence,  through  the  fading  watches  of  a  vernal  night, 

I  watched  an  Old-world  Whitsun  coming  in. 

I 

The  church  below,  gray  with  long  age.  awakened  to  the  light, 
And  before  bells  had  rung,  or  chants  were  sung, 

Small  streams  were  flowing  towards  it,  all  pure  white: 

A  fairy  landscape  in  a  mist  of  Morning  hung. 

Then  came  the  Dawn,  in  smiling  sunshine  dight, 

Showing  a  widening  river,  glistening  as  it  sped 
Unto  a  First  Communion  —  Vigil  before  the  Fight  — 

Little,  unlikely  warriors,  for  whom  His  blood  was  shed. 

“Clothed  in  white  raiment"  was  the  Roman  victor's  right; 

But  will  these  little  Priestesses  of  White-Sun-day 
Return  at  last,  made  worthy  in  His  all-redeeming  might 
To  be  so  clad,  once  more,  after  Life’s  heated  fray? 

—  J.  B.  M.,  “The  British  Weekly” 

_  -»t  *  *  _ 

THE  ROAD  OF  REMEMBRANCE 

HOSE  of  our  readers  who  have  visited  picturesque 
Salzburg,  the  capital  of  the  former  Austrian  crownland 
of  that  name,  the  ancient  Juvavia,  will  read  with  especial 
interest  J.  M.  B.'s  poem  descriptive  of  Pentecost  at  Salzburg. 
Pentecost  is  also  called  Whit-Sunday,  or  White-Sundav,  so 
named  from  the  ancient  custom  of  clothing  confirmation  can¬ 
didates  in  white  garments.  J.  M.  B.,  writing  from  Mornex, 
Haute  Savoie,  under  date  of  May  18,  1925,  says:  “Visitors 
to  continental  countries  often  see  at  this  season  young  people 
near  to  their  first  communion,  going  to  the  churches,  the  girls 
dressed  in  white,  the  boys  wearing  a  white  band  on  the  arm.” 
The  Chapel  of  St.  George  (1502),  to  which  reference  is  made 
in  the  poem,  possesses  interesting  sculptures,  among  them  the 
Apostles  in  red  marble.  Our  musical  friends  will  also  remein 
ber  that  Salzburg  was  the  birthplace  of  Mozart. 

— Markham  Memorial 

/  ._*-**_ 

O  Holy  (/host,  Thou  Fire  of  Love! 

Jle  with  Thy  flame  my  will; 

th  Thy  Strength.  Lord,  from  above, 
ne  Thjr  bidding  to  fulfill: 
lie  that  I  so  oft  have  done 
s  sinful  ought  to  shun: 
nth  pure  and  quenchless  fire 
r  and  Thyself  desire. 

— Angelus  Silesius,  1657 

—  *  *  *  — 

“Behold.  I  come  quickly:  blessed  is  he  that  keepeth  the  say¬ 
ings  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book.”  — Rev.  22:  7. 

- -*  -K  — 

In  whom,  though  now  ye  see  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  re¬ 
joice  with  joy  unspeakable. and  full  of  glory.”  —1.  Pet.  1:  8. 
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THE  CHURCH  ANDTHE  KINGDOM 

“Thy  Kingdom  Come’’ 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE 
SPIRIT  LAKE  CHURCH,  DE  SMET,  S.  D. 

The  Spirit  Lake  Church  is  a  community  church.  It  was 
organized  by  the  Presbytery  of  Huron.  Rev.  H.  I.  Ahrens 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  and  became  the  first  pastor 
of  the  church. 

Mission  work  had  been  done  by  Rev.  A.  F.  Proett,  then  a 
student  at  Dubuque,  la.  He  organized  a  Sunday  school  in  a 
school  house  three  miles  southwest  of  where  the  church  now 
stands.  Rev.  E.  J.  Boell.  then  superintendent  of  the  German 
work  in  the  northwest,  also  worked  the  field.  H.  A.  Poppen, 
who  later  became  one  of  the  elders,  wTas  much  interested 
in  the  work  and  bought  the  present  church  building  from  the 
Lutheran  church  for  $1001.00. 

The  following  pastors  have  served  the  church  during  the 
twenty-five  years:  H.  J.  Ahrens,  S.  G.  Manus,  A.  F.  Proett, 
Herman  Blaschke,  H.  T.  Deters  and  the  present  pastor,  Rev. 
John  D.  Stauss.  All  of  them  were  present,  except  S.  G. 
Manus  who  could  not  come. 

It  was  a  great  day  for  the  Spirit  Lake  Church,  and  the 
people  showed  their  loyalty  in  every  respect.  People  from 
far  and  near  came  to  join  the  celebration.  Rev.  H.  J.  Ahrens 
was  the  first  speaker.  He  spoke  on  the  word  “Ebenezer.”  In 
choice  words  he  showed  how  God  had  helped  in  the  past;  this 
same  God  has  promised  to  help  in  the  future.  Rev.  Herman 
Blaschke  spoke  in  the  afternoon:  “Be  ye  steadfast.”  He  ad¬ 
monished  them  to  keep  on  in  the  good  work  of  the  Lord. 
H.  T.  Deters  and  A.  F.  Proett  spoke  in  the  evening,  the  first 
on  “Christianity  in  its  development.”  The  undersigned  was 
the  last  speaker,  using  as  his  theme:  “How  Jesus  and  His 
gospel  encourages  men.” 

The  day  was  not  a  day  of  sunshine,  for  heavy  clouds  had 
over-cast  the  sky  and  showers  came  now  and  then.  This  cre¬ 
ated  a  good  feeling  among  the  people,  for  the  community  had 
been  visited  with  a  long  drought. 

The  spirit  throughout  the  day  was  good.  Every  one  was 
happy  and  the  word  “depression”  was  seldom  heard.  Spirit 
Lake  church  consists  of  a  fine  and  loyal  group  of  people  who 
appreciate  their  pastors;  and  all  the  pastors  who  have  served 
the  field  have  a  good  word  for  them.  Rev.  Robert  Niebruegge, 
who  had  been  moderator  of  the  church  for  a  short  time,  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  and  a  place  was  given  to  him 
to  speak  in  the  afternoon. 

The  ladies  served  dinner  and  supper  in  the  basement  of  the 
church.  The  male  quartet  and  the  chorus  added  much  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  day.  — A.  F.  Proett 

—  *  *  *_ 

A  great  loss  has  befallen  the  Hackett  Medical  College,  Can¬ 
ton,  China,  in  the  death,  from  meningitis,  on  April  6th  of 
Dr.  John  Allen  Hofmann,  M.  D.  provost  of  this  college  and 
an  outstanding  physician.  He  has  been  a  medical  missionary 
under  the  Presbyterian  Board  at  this  school  since  1921.  and 
filled  a  large  place.  The  work  will  be  the  poorer  without  him. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  as 
also  his  father  and  a  brother. 


GIVING  CHRIST  THE  PREEMINENCE  IN 
ALL  THINGS 

(Concluded  from  Page  1.) 

Christ  stood  the  test  of  intimacy.  There  is  an  old  saying, 
“No  one  is  a  hero  to  his  valet.  Jesus  said,  “A  prophet  is  not 
without  honor,  save  in  his  own  country.”  Yet  those  who  lived 
closest  to  Christ  were  the  loudest  in  their  praise  of  him. 
Peter  called  him,  “The  Lamb  of  God,  without  spot  or  blem¬ 
ish.’  John,  who  perhaps  knew  him  best,  called  him,  “Jesus 
Christ,  the  Righteous.” 

Although  critics  dogged  His  every  foot-step  and  tried  to 
catch  him  in  his  speech  they  were  unable  to  do  so.  Pilate, 
after  careful  examination,  said,  “I  find  no  fault  in  him.  The 
dying  thief  said,  “This  man  has  done  nothing  amiss.”  The 
Roman  Centurion  declared,  “Truly  this  was  the  Son  of  God.' 

Of  Jesus  Christ  alone  can  it  be  said,  “He  had  absolutely  no 
competitor,  he  is  the  peerless  Christ,  the  chiefest  among  ten 
thousand,  the  one  altogether  lovely.” 

Jean  Paul  Richter  said,  ‘He  is  the  holiest  among  the  mighty, 
and  the  mightiest  among  the  holy.  Fie  has  lifted  with  his 
pierced  hands  empires  off  their  hinges.  He  has  turned  the 
stream  of  centuries  out  of  its  channel  and  still  governs  the 
ages.’ 

Charles  Lamb  said,  “If  Shakespeare  were  to  enter  this  room 
I  would  rise  up  to  do  him  honor;  but  if  Christ  were  to  enter 
I  would  fall  down  in  worship  and  adoration.” 

The  poet,  Stennett,  wrote: 

“Majestic  sweetness  sits  enthroned 
Upon  the  Savior’s  brow; 

His  head  with  radiant  glories  crowned, 

His  lips  with  grace  o’erflow. 

No  mortal  can  with  Him  compare, 

Among  the  sons  of  men; 

Fairer  is  He  than  all  the  fair 
That  fill  the  heavenly  train.” 

Christ  is  preminent  in  the  universality  of  this  character.  He 
belongs  to  every  race  and  to  every  age.  We  do  not  think  of 
him  as  “a  child  of  Abraham.’  Though  he  never  set  his  foot 
outside  of  Palestine,  he  belongs  to  the  whole  world.  The 
artists  have  correctly  portrayed  him  as  belonging  to  various 
nationalities.  Tissot  painted  Him  with  the  face  of  an  Arab; 
Titian  painted  Him  with  the  countenance  of  an  Italian; 
Murillo  painted  Him  as  a  son  of  Spain;  Rubens  gave  Him 
the  appearance  of  a  Flanders  peasant;  yet  we  recognize  Him 
as  our  Christ,  however  He  may  be  portrayed. 

He  is  never  called  a  son  of  man  but  “The  Son  of  Man.”  Ht 
cannot  be  localized..  He  belongs  to  the  twentieth  century  a: 
much  as  to  the  first.  He  is  in  reality  a  man  without  a  count n 
because  he  is  The  Man  of  every  country.  He  belongs  to  a! 
classes  and  to  all  countries. 

Christ  is  the  only  one  bidding  for  the  heart  of  the  work! 
Presidents  guide  republics;  emperors  rule  nations;  Gandh 
asks  the  Indians  to  follow  him;  Mussolini  expects  the  Italian' 
to  obey  him;  Hitler  represents  power  in  Germany;  Chrmt 
alone,  commands  the  allegiance  of  the  world.  He  says:  “Am 
I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.” 

Charles  Spurgeon  said  of  him,  “Christ  is  the  great  centra 
fact  in  the  world’s  history.  To  him  everything  looks  forwam 
or  backward.  All  the  lines  of  history  converge  upon  him 
All  the  great  purposes  of  God  culminate  in  him.  The  great 
est,  most  momentous  fact  which  the  history  of  the  work 
records  is  the  fact  of  his  birth.” 


fHE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST,  by  Robert  E.  Speer,  published  by  Fleming  H.  Rerell  Company, 
York  386  pp.  A  Religious  Book  Club  selection  for  April. 

Tl^iis  masterpiece,  from  the  pen  of  a  Master  Mind,  consists  of  five  chapters  which  com- 
■frise  the  L.  P-  Stone  Lectures  at  Princeton  Theological  Seninary  1932-1933,  and  the  Gay 
Lectures  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seninary  1952-1933.  The  thenes  treated  are: 
•The  Church* s  conception  of  Christ  in  the  first  two  centuifes;  The  Attitude  of  primitive 
Christianity  towards  non-Christian  religions}  The  view  of  Christ  and  the  non-Christian 
religions  which  generated  and  sustained  the  expansion  of  Christianity;  Can  we  still  hold 
the  primitive  view  of  Christ?;  What  view,  then,  shall  we  tak*  today  of  non-Christian  re¬ 
ligions?® 

The  reviewer  approached  the  reading  of  this  volume  with  mingled  feelings,  due  in 
part  at  least  to  the  massiveness  of  the  book  and  the  fact  that  so  large  a  preportion  of 
it  -  almost  one  half  -  consists  of  a  wide  variety  of  quotations  couched  in  small  print, 
but  most  of  all  the  exceedingly  challenging  title;  THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST.  Having 

‘A?  V  ,i .  V  •  .  •  .  '  '  •  . 

read  it  in  its  entirety,  I  lay  it  aside  with  a  sense  of  profound  appreciation  and  i  imira- 
tion.  Appreciation  for  the  monumental  contribution  to  the  subject  in  hand,  admiration 
for  the  author  whose  work  reflects  a  spirit  of  sympathetic  consideration  for  points  of 
view  diverse  from  his  own,  the  inescapable  note  of  authority  backed  by  a  reason  for  the 

jHHHT 

faith  which  he  has,  end  an  assurance  which  strikes  deep  into  the  thought  processes  of 
the  reader. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  The  Editorial  Committee  of  the  Religious  Book  Club  is 
essentially  modern  in  its  point  of  view,  the  following  quotation  from  their  review  is 
significant:  nThe  highly  successful  effort  of  the  author  is  to  restate  the  conservative 
view  of  the  person  and  work  of  our  Lord;  ‘setting  him  forth  afresh  as  the  early  Church 
knew  hi®  and  as  he  has  been  known  and  made  known  by  the  men  who  throughout  the  centuries 
have  carried  forward  the  primitive  and  authentic  tradition.*  He  thinks  that  Jesus  did 
not  iound  &  new  religion  -  indeed  he  does  not  concede  that  Christianity  is  a  religion. 

It  is  not  a  human  search  for  God  as  are  all  other  religions;  but  contrasts  with  them  in 

S  */he  supernatural,  self-revelation  of  God.*  He  adds  *if  at  any  time  Christianity 

i#  ipoken  of  in  these  chapters  as  though  it  were  a  religion  to  be  compared  with  other 
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religions>  that  has  been  only  a  concession  to  common  forms  of  speech.’ 
vievs  are  given  thoughtfal  consideration,  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  slur  over  difficulties. 

It  would  be  hard  to  find  a  more  challenging  restatement  of  positions  which  modern  psychology 
and  historical  criticism  have  rendered  untenable  for  many  who  nevertheless  agree  with  the 
author  in  their  undivided  loyalty  to  the  matchless  Christ." 

From  this  excerpt  there  emerge  three  significant  and  impressive  characteristics: 

(1)  that  the  volume  is  perhaps  the  most  challenging  restatement  of  the  conservative  position 
with  respect  to  the  finality  of  Jesus  Christ  now  available,  (2)  that  the  author  has  given 
thoughtful  consideration  to  dissenting  views  without  in  he  slightest  sense  attempting  to 
slur  over  difficulties,  and  (3)  that  the  author  has  attempted  to  defend  the  conservative 
point  of  view  even  in  the  face  of  modern  psychology  and  historical  criticism.  Certainly 
Dr.  Speer  has  made  accessible  to  fee  entire  Christian  community  -  both  liberal  and  conser¬ 
vative  -  an  array  of  material  which  should  prove  invaluable  to  the  earnest  seeker  after 
truth,  placing  upon  every  student  of  the  subject  the  necessity  of  reckoning  with  this 
source  material.  The  frank  and  courageous  way  in  which  he  has  faced  every  diverse  pcdnt  of 
view,  with  its  attendant  difficulties  and  problems,  is  most  refreshing  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  such  integrity  is  difficult  to  discover  in  so  much  of  the  writings  of  our  time.  Even 
though  there  are  those  who  cannot  accept  the  position  of  Dr.  Speer  because  of  certain  teach¬ 
ings  to  the  contrary,  he  has  made  a  tremendously  compelling  case  in  favor  of  tne  conserva¬ 
tive  point  of  view. 

It  is  ay  candid  opinion  that  for  most  of  those  who  will  use  this  volume  it  may  be  little 
wore  then  a  source  book  on  the  subject  in  hand.  The  time  required  for  a  thoughtful  reading 
of  the  entire  book  will  approach  very  closely  twenty  hours.  I  commend  it  most  heartily  as 
a  source  book  than  which  I  believe  there  is  none  better.  To  you,  however,  who  are  genuinely 
interested  in  the  subject  I  commend  the  careful  reading  of  the  entire  volume. 

ftadio  Book  Review 
^  H»  Carmichael 

of  the  Department  of  Religious  Education 
Alabama  College 

Station  IAPI,  Sunday,  June  18,  1955 
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Sven  though  Robert  E.  .-peer’s  book.  The  ^in-Iity  o  '  Jesus  Christ,* 

Ks  written  ns  an  apologetic  .for  the  tradition  •••!  theology,  it  is  never  the- 

-1" 

less  a  most  stimulating  an:  informing  historic- 1  study  of  Christian  mis¬ 
sions.  The  volume  consists  of  the  I,.  P.  hone  I.e  tures  for  t 

Princeton  fern  in  ry  n'  the  Gay  Lecture  t  ou  thorn  Baptist  f-eminary  "or 
|9Cr--3.  The  size  of  the  book  -n:  numerous  an  ex  ten  e  '  ruot'  ons  sug¬ 
gest  considerable  exp an  ion  of  the  lectures  as  originally  given;  This 
makes  for  slow  reccing,  but  it  is  very  much  wor th  one’s  while  to  go  through 
‘these  extracts  from  Christ!  n  literature  rota  the  very  beginning  o’  Chri  - 
tianity  down  to  the  present  fay.  Pr.  Cpeer  has  render©  an  especi? 11 y 
valuable  service  in  culling  from  the  fin  ings  an  reports  of  missionary 
conferences  during  the  past  seventy  or  eighty  years  numerou 3  important 
statements  regarding  the  major  issues  in  Christ!  n  missions.  One  le  rns 
eg- in  that  most  of  the  things  we  ore  saying  now  have  been  sal  before . 

Perhaps  a  single-track  pursuit  o*'  one  theme,  u oh  ns  this  is,  ten's  to 
over-slmpli 4 he  whole  rn-  tter,  but  it  hr  it;  o  n  v-  lue  n-  import  nee. 

Few  people  will  reo "  this  book  without  knowing  more  about  Christ! 'ni ty  in 
tie  world  an.  in  it  3  history  th-  n  they  did  before. 

Frankly  taking  his  st-n  upon  tr-:  ition  l  orthodoxy  regarding  the 
person  of  Christ  an'  the  absolute  finality  of  Christianity  as  summe  u,  in 
ni:  and  work,  Tr.  peer  is  exceedingly  sympathetic  and  "air  toa-r' 

the  non- Chri 5?  ti rn  religions.  He  shows  ;  kno  le  ge,  b-  hnce  o"  ju  cment 
a  discrimination  th- t  one  might  ish  to  fin  in  the  liber  1  wing  o  '  the 
tuurch.  he  is  oppose  to  religious  syncretism,  which,  if  -  elibeidt-e,  is 


*ri!_lin;_!i  ty  o  "  Jesus  Ch  1st,  :  obert  I . .  ■  p  0 er* ,  I : evel  1 . 


the  Fin  al ty  of  Jesus  Christ— 3 

,-n  ar  tificlrl  nni  impotent  thing.  An  yet  he  oes  reoogni  to  how 
the  -essential  content  of  Christianity  finis  it  expression  in  the  ’arms  o‘ 
thought  and  culture  that  hr  ve  been  historically  i  enh lie  wit*:  non- 
ghr- x s  tit  n  s y s t era s . 

p-o  c;  yi*s3. t  concern  is  to  avoia  cn  con  <. -uin  -til  *?■  m-a-a. t<  r_.  <-i 
i cl© s 3  of  Christianity  on  other  religions.  The  absolute,  or  final,  o-' 
■^paralleled  in  Christianity  he  finds  in  the  person  of  Christ.  "Chrisfcinn- 
it  began  os  a  set  of  historic  facts  an  their  necessary  valuation  and 

interpret.- tion.  Any  other  Christianity  is  unu  then  tic . The 

dynamic  of  love  n  sacri  "ice  an  transformation  is  "or  -ny  long  time  on' 
over  any  wide  are  unbetacheble  from  its  source  in  the  truth  as  to  "ho  rn 
what  Christ  is.” 

This  rr ises  the  whole  question  as  to  wh:  t,  'or  ex  mple,  the 
Jerusalem  Conference  meant  when  it  sai  ' ,  "Our  tic- sage  is  J  us  Christ.” 

Dr.  speer  gives  a  definite  answer:  that  message  inclu  os  (1)  historic 
facts,  (f )  their  necessary  value. tion  on-  fZ)  (their  necessary)  interpret  - 
tion.  i  think  ‘’necessary”  goes  also  with  "interpretation”'  for  ~r.  peer 
consistently  hoi  *s  to  the  'oc trine  o"  the  pre-existence,  miraculous  birth, 
and  delta  of  Jesus,  the  Go  -man,  a  lone  authentic  Chri  stl ani  ty . 

Cert  inly  *■  potent  Chri  stiani ty  is  always  one  in  which  "act, 
value  rn  interpr-  t a tion  •  re  organically  one.  Put  to  r ay  that  no  change 
is  possible  in  any  one  o^  these  'actors  is  quite  i  -if Cerent  thing.  There 
have  been  changes  in  ;  11  three  an  doubtless  will  continue  to  he.  A 
'em  student  of  the  Re*  T  ;s  lament  ha-  quite,  ifferent  i  -eas  o'  the 
Ti facts”  of  the  gospel  story  from  those  gener-  lly  hel  '  century  go. 

The  "valuation”  of  those  facts  also  shifts  in  emphasis  an-  even  in  content. 
To  Jewish  ~n  to  early  Gentile  Christiana.  Jesus  a--,  the  ’be-  i"h"  w  o  was 
returning  soon  to  "restore  the  king  on”  to  the  true  I  r* el .  To  Greeks  he 

was  the  Savior  Go  ,  to  philosopher ' Christ!  ns,  the  Togo,  n  to  the  Rican e 
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theologians,  the  .’on,  Second  Pe  3  on  of  the  Trinity.  To  me  h  eval  Christians 
wa3  Gob  so  remote  that  person  !  appeals  went  to  tV  virgin  V  ry  rn  T  toe 
Isints-  To  modern  Ch  -istians  he  i  ,  a.  never  before,  the  ^ir.-.t  born  o* 

many  brethren." 

gil  this  matter  of  valuations  is  boun  up  with  interpretation. 

Xt  would  be  a  tragic  thing  if  ar.  -  peer  should  convince  the  mo  e-n  -vor2  ' 
tv,ot  one  cannot  have  in  authentic  Ch  ia~i'~n  i  fh  n  tn  t  no  a  if  a 
■ionary  effort  can  be  carrier  on  apart  from  a  metaphysics  in  which  t  ev 
cannot  believe.  Happily,  no  ueh  thing  is  likely  to  occur.  The  modern 
woric  is  fin  ing  J  sus  Christ  on  its  o  n  groun  ,  in  terras  o'*  ‘its  own  thought 
and  need.  win  power,  either  o "  person  1  salvation  or  social  regeneration 
or  missi  nary  imperative  3  :•  not  "open  ent  upon  a  JerL sh  cosmology  or 
Greek  metaphysics  or  upon  the  curious  corabin  tion  of  the  two  which  has  so 
long  been  Christ!  n  ortho Coxy. 

The  t  ing  fh  t,  ra  keajthat  theology  unintelligible  -n  '  irrelev  nt 


to  this  -  ay  is  the  fact  that  it  was  bt.  se--‘  upon  the  lie*-  that  hun  n  nature 

so 

an’  divine  nature  are. '  i  ‘erent  .  to  be  mutually  exclusive.  ucy  n 


idea  r  suited  in  the  strange  an  unreal  <  oc trine  o  ’  the  two  nt  turea  in 
Chris'  ,  the  Go  -man.  The  Cbalce  oni  n  oc trine  is  still  ortho  oxy  with  the 
Catholic  Church  n  it  is  presumably  what  hr.  peer  me;  n-"  by  the  Go  -  yn. 
Modern  theology  !oes  not  recoa.  ize  any  .rich  met;  physic  i  is  tine  tion  a e  tween 
the  human  an  I  the  divine,  ;o  it  docs  not  need  an  !  cannot  unaerst  n  such  • 
dual  being.  It  hoi"?  that  spiritu-  1  person  Jity  is  the  human  nature  o  ' 

God  a  the  divinejnature  in  man .  Go  is  more  than  personality;  man  is 

less,  but  both  .are  of  one  nature  in  so  far*  they  are  pe -sonnl  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  wor  .  There  "ore,  ‘or  Jesus  Ch-*i  t  to  reveal  Go'  perfectly 
in  human  terms  means  that  he  realize  the  ha  lines  3  an'  perfection  o-* 


spiritual  personality.  That  <*:  5  precisely  the  way  th  t  he  revealed  nr  n  in 

hid  divine  potentiality.  This  1  er 


seems  inme-  urcoly  simpler  th-n  the 
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»  ter  ' 

shings 

rn  the 

■tacts  o'”  his 

every 

man  a 

son  who: 

re  hum-  n 

fuifi 

o  hi  a 

works . 

"An 

greater 

works 

Lent  u  to  become  like  Christ  an  to  Co  hi;-  works 
th:n  these  shall  he  -o,"  s’i  J-.-.sus,  ‘’hocnjs-  J  go  to  t- e  Fr  ther.*’  n 

Let  f  ather  is  !,my  F  ther  rn  your  Father,  n  r;  Go  an  your  Go".’ 

Yhe  '■  ct-  refute  the  all  eg  Lion  or  uggeation  th-  t  a  continued  > 
re-stu  iy  of  the  facts,  re-evaluati  n  o  "  thi  per  on  m  r  -interpret  tion 
qp  the  tv.  tu  re  of  Christ  tone  to  ties  troy  tie  potency  o  hnrti  nil  •/  m  tee 
life  of  men.  There  are  intellects?  lisra  n  spiritual  barrenness  soth 
Long  those  who  hold  the  olt  doctrine  ah  '  those  who  embrace  the  new. 

There  are  peculiar  -angers  both  in  conservatism  an  liberalism.  But, 
after  all,  as  Dr.  *  peer  himself  points  out  (p.  ->'•)  one  must  believe  whrt 

seems  true,  and  it  is  becoming  incre.*  singly  impossible  to  believe  that  the 

traditional  Chris tology  is  true. 

But  it  is  becoming  incre1’ singly  nevi table  that  s  rious  men 
should  tu  -n  to  Jesus  ihrist  fox  the  ultimate  solution  to  the  problem*  o' 
personal  an  soci  1  li-'e  and  for  a  vital  an  ;  3-ving  experience  o'*  Go  . 

Bug’:’  Vernon  ’Thite 


“THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST.” 


New  Book  by  Robert  E.  Speer. 

This  book  by  Dr.  Speer  is  especially  timely.  The 
Laymen’s  Inquiry  into  foreign  missions  has  recently 
been  completed  and  reported  in  the  book,  '“Rethink¬ 
ing  Missions,”  which  has  caused  wide  discussion. 
There  are  many  issues  raised  in  that  report,  but  they 
may  be  regarded  as  reducible  to  two.  One  of  them 
has  to  do  with  the  administration  of  the  missionary 
enterprise.  Such  questions  are  of  obviously  great 
importance,  but  they  are  not  yet  the  central  issue. 
The  second  is  crucial;  it  is  the  question  whether  or 
not  Jesus  is  final  in  the  Christian  religion.  If  He  is 
not  the  full  and  final  revelation  of  God  to  men,  then 
the  missionary  enterprise  is  one  thing.  If  He  is, 
it  is  quite  another. 

If  Dr.  Speer’s  book  had  appeared  a  few  months 
later,  we  might  suppose  it  had  been  written  in  answer 
to  the  second  of  these  questions.  But  the  great 
amount  of  research  represented  in  it  leads  one  to 
suppose  it  must  have  at  least  taken  its  present  gen¬ 
eral  form  before  the  issuance  of  the  Laymen  s  In¬ 
quiry  report.  In  any  event  it  is  his  answer  to  that 
second  question. 

The  book  is  in  the  form  of  five  lectures  which 
were  delivered  at  Princeton  Seminary  as  the  L.  P. 
Stone  Lectures  of  1932-33,  and  at  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary,  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  as  the 
Gay  Lectures  for  1932-33.  ) 

The  subject  of  the  first  lecture  is,  “The  Church  s 
Conception  of  Christ  in  the  First  Two  Centuries.”  In 
this  he  shows  by  generous  use  of  the  sources  that 
“primitive  and  authentic  Christianity  rested  on  the 
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rock  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  God-man,  truly  man  and 
truly  God,  the  One  Name,  the  only  Lord  and 
Saviour,  occupying  a  solitary  and  incomparable 
place.” 

The  second  lecture  has  as  its  title,  “The  Attitude 
of  Primitive  Christianity  toward  non-Christian  Re¬ 
ligions.”  Here  he  shows  that  primitive  Christianity 
did  not  equate  itself  with  other  religions,  as  search¬ 
ers  together  after  truth;  but  that  it  claimed  for  it¬ 
self  and  for  Christ  a  qualitative  difference  and  de¬ 
manded  a  solitary  and  exclusive  loyalty. 

The  third  lecture  is  on  “The  View  of  Christ  and 
non-Christian  Religions  which  Generated  and  Sus¬ 
tained  the  Expansion  of  Christianity.  By  extended 
quotations  he  sets  forth  the  views  and  practices  of 
individual  missionaries,  during  the  history  of  Chris¬ 
tian  missions. 

In  the  fourth  lecture  he  asks,  “Can  we  still  hold 
the  primitive  view  of  Christ?”  The  burden  of  this 
lecture  is  that  the  primitive  faith  is  still  “reasonably 
tenable;”  i.  e.,  it  can  still  be  held. 

In  the  fifth  lecture  he  asks,  “What  view,  then, 
shall  we  take  today  of  non-Christian  religions?”  He 
holds  that  the  non-Christian  religions  are  expressions 
of  the  religious  nature  of  man;  that  there  is  no  good 
in  them  which  is  not  in  Christianity;  that  they  con¬ 
tain  evils  from  which  Christianity  is  free;  and  that 
they  are  not  classifiable  with  Christ  and  Christianity. 
He  does  not  believe  that  we  can  ignore  them.  “It 
is  the  right  and  duty  of  Christianity  to  seek  to  con¬ 
vert  individuals”  from  these  religions.  It  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  take  a  course  of  missionary  action  which  seeks 
to  amalgamate  other  religions  and  Christianity. 
Should  we  seek  opportunities,  however,  to  break 
them  down?  That,  he  thinks,  is  not  our  mission; 
other  forces  are  at  work  toward  that  end.  There 
are  values  in  them  which  ought  to  be  saved,  but  they 
can  be  preserved  in  safety  only  in  Christ.  We  should 
see  and  stress  all  that  is  good  and  true  within  them. 

But  Christianity  is  more  than  a  fulfilling  of  other 
religions;  their  very  goods  and  truths  must  them¬ 
selves  be  baptized  into  Christ  and  redeemed.  This 
is  more  even  than  a  “sharing.”  It  is  a  conquest  in 
the  name  and  in  the  spirit  of  Christ;  although  Dr. 
Speer  evidently  uses  this  term,  “conquest,”  with 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  it  can  be  misunderstood. 
“It  is  not  the  West  conquering  the  East.  It  is  not 
even  Christianity  conquering  Hinduism,  Buddhism 
and  Islam.  It  is  Christ  conquering  human  hearts.” 

It  is  a  great  book.  This  is  so,  first  of  all,  because 
of  the  subject.  The  very  nature  of  the  thought  keeps 
it  on  a  lofty  plane  throughout.  And  it  is  great  be¬ 
cause  of  the  spirit  and  the  vision  of  the  man  who 
has  written  it,  a  man  who  himself  has  been  so  com¬ 
pletely  conquered  by  the  Spirit  whom  he  seeks  to 
make  live  in  the  hearts  of  others  through  Christian 
missions. 

It  is  not  a  new  view  which  Dr.  Speer  presents; 
his  generous  use  of  sources  is  designed  to  show  that 
it  is  a  very  old  view.  It  has  never  been  acceptable 
to  all  men,  nor  will  this  book  make  it  so  now  to 
those  of  a  different  temper.  In  different  hands  it 
can  be  made  a  harsh  view,  and  it  is  this  which  Dr. 
Speer  plainly  hopes  to  prevent.  May  success  attend 
his  effort. 

Fleming  H.  Revell  Company,  New  York.  Price,  $3. 
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Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.  D. , 

156  Fifth  Ave. 

■  ew  York’,  N.  Y. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer 

Will  you  allow  a  minister  of  another  branch 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  express  his  unqualified  approval 
and  enthusiastic  delight  in  your  recent  book  "The  Finality 
of  Christ?" 

Many  years  ago,  as  a  college  student ,  I  heard 
you  sneak  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  on  "The  Non-Christian  Religions 
inadequate  to  Meet  the  Needs  of  Men."  I  have  read  and  re-read 
that  address  so  many  times  during  the  years  that  I  almost 
know  it  by  heart  and  there  are  few  things  that  nave  helped  me 

more . 


My  father,  who  is  one  of  the  older . ministers 
in  our  Church,  told  me  about  your  book.  I  procured  it  at  once, 
and  it  has  indeed  been  to  me  "The  Book  of  the  Month,"  out  not 
in  the  sense  of  "The  Book  of  the  Month  Club l"  I  just  want  to 
thank  you  for  drawing  the  issue  so  clearly  and  for  answering 
the  questions  so  satisfactorily.  Your  book  has  been  a  blessing 
to  me  personally  and  has  crept  into  my  preaching  in  many  ways 
during  the  last  few  Sundays. 

Yours  very  cordially, 


R..  A.  Lapsley,  Jr. 
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Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
158  Fifth  Avenue 
NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y. 


My  dear,  dear  Bob: 


With  sincere  affection  I  write  you 
concerning  your  book,  nThe  Finality  oi  Christ.  1 
have  read  it  carefully,  prayerfully,  studiously,  and 
let  me  comment  as  follows: 


1.  You  have  proved  your  case.  The 
finality  of  Jesus  Christ  has  been  thoroughly  established 
in  your  argument,  in  the  historical  facts  on  which  you 
rest  your  argument,  and  on  the  Infallible  Word  oi  God. 


2.  Of  course,  you  knew  nothing  about 
my  position,  but  you  took  the  same  position  I  took  in 
my  Chattanooga  addres  s;namely,  we  do  not  recognize  the 
religions  of  the  world.  Christianity  is  not  a  religion, 
it  is  the  life  of  the  Son  of  God  manifested  thru  the^ 
lives  of  redeemed,  born-again  persons,  therefore  Christianity 
could  not  sit  in  a  congress  of  religions.  It  is 
superior.  Christianity  could  not  recognize  the  religions 
of  the  world.  Christ  demanded  that  Christianity  become 
universal,  dominate,  supreme,  imperial.  It  shall  become 
such. 


The  religions  of  the  world  shall 
be  conquered,  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  shall  be  con¬ 
quered,  Christ  shall  be  supreme.  Christianity  is  the 
only  expression  of  Christ,  and  Christianity  shall  be  the 
only  religious  expression.  It  shall  be  final,  and  only, 
and  supreme. 
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We  do  not  have  to  ask  the  people 
of  the  earth,  their  rulers,  or  their  religious  forces 
for  the  privilege  of  propagating  Christianity  or  oi 
preaching  the  Gospel  of  *esus  Christ  anywhere  m  the 

world . 


5.  Now  regarding  criticisms  of 
the  book.  I  am  speaking  to  you  about  tnings  I  have 
discussed  with  you  before. 


a.  You  do  quote  too  much.  You 
can  say  it  much  better  than  your  quotations  and  there 
is  no  reason  for  so  many  quotations.  ihe^  do  not 
add  to  the  strength  of  the  book,  but  they  do  ada  to 
the  length  and  to  the  length  of  your  leccures.^ 
lectures  could  be  more  effective  if  the  quotations 
were  reduced.  There  should  be  more  of  Speer  and 
less  of  quotations. 


b.  You  omitted  one  thing  which 
would  have  disarmed  your  critics;  namely,  when  you 
quoted  from  some  of  the  people  whose  ortnoaoxy  is 
questioned  you  should  have  said:  nThe  .Lolloping 
quotation  from  Mr.  A  or  Mr.  B  is  made  because  it 
gives  additional  emphasis  to  my  argument.  .  hio 
orthodoxy  or  his  position  as  a  fundamentalist  or  cm 
evangelical  may  be  questioned,  but  in  spite  of  that 
fact  he  states'  that  Jesus  Christ  is  final  and  that 
he  is  the  Son  of  God  and  that  the  finality  of  . 

Christianity  is  inevitable,  the  superiority  oi  Cinist- 
ianity  and  the  imperialistic  power  of  Christianity 
is  inevitable.” 


I  know  why  you  quoted  them  and 
your  critics  know  too  and  they  are  dishonest  in  their 
criticism,  but  you  ought  to  have  made  the  statement 
as  a  preface  to  your  quotations  xroin  such  persons. 
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I  know  you  quoted  these  alleged  heretics  or  modernists 
because  it  gave  emphasis  to  your  argument  that  in  spi^e 
of  their  modernism  they  had  to  admit  rhe  finality  oi 
Jesus  Christ. 


I  hope  you 
in  which  I 
so  much, 
destroying 


I  am  proud  of  you,  I  love  you, . and 
will  take  these  suggestions  in  the  spirit 
make  them.  Stop  quoting,  stop  reading 

* It  is  having  an  effect  on  you.  _  It  is 
your  originality.  It  is  weakening  your 
power  to  think.  You  will  soon  drop  into  the  rut 

of  administering  hypodermically  doses  from  diiterent  autnors 
when  the  world  at  the  present  time  wants  only  the  matured 
and  masterful  thought  of  Robert  E.  Speer.  vTOrj-- 

wants  more  Speer  and  less  serum  from  the  promiscuous 
tubes  in  the  encylopedic  laboratory  of  time. 


You  have  delivered  fine  lectures  and 
your  lectures  have  made  a  wonderful  cook.  II  I-  can  .  _ 
only  be  reduced  in  price  and  circulated  it  will  accomplish 
marvelous  things. 


With  sincere  affection,  and  hoping 
you  will  suggest  a  conference  this  summer  where  we 
can  meet  and  discuss  the  serious  situation  that  faces 
the  board,  I  am 


P.  S. 


As  soon  as  I  finish  the  manuscript  I  will 
write  you  concerning  it  and  return  it. 
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Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Presbyterian  Foreign  Mission  Board, 

150-5  tli  Avenue , 

Mew  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer 

I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  telling  you  bow  utterly  ground¬ 
less  and  unwarranted  are  in  my  opinion  the  criticisms  of  Machen  and  his  crowd 
in  regard  to  yourself  and  your  latest  book  "The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ”. 

It  happened  that  after  a  careful  reading  of  your  book  I  saw  Machen1 s  criticism 
of  it  in  one  of  the  issues  of  "Christianity  Today”.  A  more  atrociously  perverted 
and  malicious  piece  of  criticism  than  his  endeavor,  from  that  book,  to  make  you 
out  a  Modernist ,  I  have  never  seen  in  all  the  course  of  my  seventy  one  and  a  half 
years.  Upon  reading  that  extended  criticism,  covering  I  believe  two  whole  pages, 
my  opinion  of  Machen  dropped  to  Zero.  I  do  not  see  how  an  honest  man  could  have 
written  it. 


Then,  too,jl)r.  Craig’s  horror  at  your  approval  of  the  translation  of 
one  of  Fosdick’s  earlier  books  into  Spanish  must  have  been  bom\  of  ignorance 
or  malice,  since  every  child  knows  that  those  earlier  books  of  Dr.  Fosdick’s 
were  welcomed  by  the  whole  Christian  church  and  contained  nothing  at  which  the 


most  orthodox  could  take  offense. 

However,  I  did  not  intend  to  express  myself  at  such  length,  I  simply 
wanted  you  to  know  how  indignant  I  have  felt  at  these  utterly  unwarranted  attacks 


upon  you. 


Most  cordially  yours , 


EWS/b 
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“Whom  Say  Ye  That  I  Am?” 


The  Christ  of  the  Christian  Faith 

Christianity  has  evidently  been 
founded  by  someone,  somehow,  but 
many  people  who  today  are  forgetting 
that  its  founder  was  Jesus  Christ  would 
better  read  a  thoughtful,  cogently 
argued  and  clearly  written  book  by  Dr. 
W.  Douglas  Mackenzie  entitled  the 
Christ  of  the  Christian  Faith.” 

This  work  is  timely  because  it  em¬ 
phasizes  the  ever  needed  view  that  the 
simplest  and  the  best  explanation  of 
historic  Christianity  is  the  deity  of  Jesus. 
Christianity  has  not  just  grown,  but  has 


been  given. 

In  this  mature  book  Dr.  Mackenzie, 
who  was  for  about  ten  years  professor 
ofl systematic  theology  in  the  Chicago 
Theological  Seminary  and  for  nearly 
30  years  president  of  Hartford  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  presents  material  used  in 
the  delivery  of  the  Nathaniel  Taylor 
Lectures  at  Yale  Divinity  School,  and 
of  lectures  given  on  the  Deems  Founda- 
'  tion  at  New  York  University. 

After  a  General  Introduction,  tracing 
the  rise,  the  characteristics,  and  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  the  new  faith  which  sought 
to  express  the  mind  and  to  obey  the 
will  of  Christ,  the  author  discusses  the 
origin  and  nature  of  the  problem  of 
the  Consciousness  of  Jesus,  his  Personal 
Religion,  his  Mission  (with  its  method), 
the  historic  Christ  as  Creator  of  the 
Church,  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Moral  Re¬ 
generation  of  Man,  and  the  Conscious¬ 
ness  of  Jesus  in  Apostolic  Christology. 
By  the  consciousness  of  Jesus  is  meant 
that  sureness  of  himself  from  which 
arose  his  whole  attitude,  action,  pur¬ 
pose  and  speech.  Dr.  Mackenzie’s  con¬ 
clusion  is  that  we  cannot  separate  the 
awareness  of  Jesus  of  himself  as  the 
I  Christ  from  the  experience  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community,  for  his  place  in  the 
I  universe  (and  in  history  as  men  live  it) 
ls  unique,  and  will  prove  to  be  final. 

A  good  book  and  true,  to  be  deeply 
I  pondered! — Charles  A.  S.  Dwight. 

I  he  Christ  of  the  Christian  Faith, 
y  W.  Douglas  Mackenzie.  Macmil- 
an  Company,  New  York.  304  pages. 


The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ 

It  is  not  without  significance  that  in 
e  period  of  the  early  church  when 
T  rist*ans  were  formulating  their  be- 
ah  3  u°Ut  Jesus>  when  the  discussion 
°Ut  *s  nature  turned  upon  the  pres- 
e  or  absence  of  an  iota,  when  the 
lan  heresy  was  disturbing  the  faith, 


that  "canticle  divine”  in  praise  of  the 
Redeemer  which  we  call  the  "Te  Deum 
Laudamus”  came  into  being  to 
strengthen  men’s  hearts  and  lift  the 
mind  of  the  church  with  its  heavenly 
harmonies  and  its  sublime  assurance, 
"Thou  only  art  holy!  Thou  only  art 
the  Lord!  Thou  only,  O  Christ,  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  are  most  high  in  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father!” 

In  our  own  day,  when  a  subtle  and 
insidious  disbelief  in  the  central  teach¬ 
ing  of  the  Christian  faith  appears  in 
most  unexpected  places,  when  Christ  is 
again  being  wounded  in  the  house  of 
his  friends,  when  once  more  we  need 
to  hear  the  ringing  note  of  the  great 
"Te  Deum,”  it  sounds  through  all  the 
pages  of  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer’s  latest  vol¬ 
ume,  “The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

This  is  indeed  a  book  of  testimony, 
the  summoning  of  a  great  cloud  of  wit¬ 
nesses  to  the  uniqueness  of  that  name 
which  is  above  every  name,  a  chorus 
of  acclaim,  "Thou  art  the  king  of  glory, 

O  Christ;  thou  art  the  everlasting  Son 
of  the  Father.” 

The  illuminating  discussion  of  the 
conception  of  Christ  in  the  first  two 
centuries,  which  constitutes  the  open¬ 
ing  chapter,  is  followed  by  a  description 
of  the  attitude  of  primitive  Christianity 
to  non-Christian  religions,  "the  positive 
content  and  bold  exclusiveness  of  its 
faith  which  outlived  all  heresies  and 
conquered  all  rivals  and  foes.” 

The  third  chapter,  a  stirring  roll-call 
of  those  who  in  all  the  centuries  since 
have  carried  the  faith  in  the  Son  of  God 
into  all  the  world,  might  well  supply  the 
missing  history  of  Christian  missions  in 
the  Laymen’s  Appraisal  and  be  both  a 
tonic  and  a  corrective  in  its  thinking, 
and  in  the  thinking  of  those  who  are 
perusing  it.  Too  little  is  known  in  the 
church  today  of  the  glorious  record  of 
the  expansion  of  Christianity  from 
apostolic  times,  "in  all  the  world  bear¬ 
ing  fruit  and  increasing.” 

The  answer  to  the  question  "Can  we 
still  hold  the  primitive  view  of  Christ?” 
which  constitutes  the  fourth  chapter, 
is  a  whole  volume  of  Christian  evidence, 
a  superb  statement  of  the  uniqueness  of 
Jesus,  even  surpassing  the  testimony  of 
Horace  Bushnell,  which  the  church  has 
cherished  for  so  many  years  and  which 
cleared  the  air  of  so  much  fog  in  a  past 
generation.  Here  again,  as  in  each  chap¬ 
ter,  is  a  cloud  of  witnesses  to  the  supreme 
article  of  our  faith,  "Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God,  is  Lord,  the  only  Lord.” 


And  no  quotation  from  the  words  of 
others,  invaluable  as  they  are,  is  clearer, 
firmer,  more  convincing  than  the  words 
of  Dr.  Speer  himself.  His  character 
and  his  faith,  his  power  of  spiritual  ex¬ 
pression,  are  a  gift  of  God  to  this  genera¬ 
tion,  so  greatly  needing  them. 

Many  are  seeking  the  answer  to  the 
question,  "What  view  shall  we  take  of 
the  non-Christian  religions?”  Nowhere 
may  they  find  a  more  complete  and 
satisfying  conclusion  of  that  important 
subject  than  in  the  final  chapter.  Here 
again  testimony  has  been  sought  where- 
ever  it  may  be  found,  and  there  is  no 
gainsaying  the  proof  that  Christ  alone 
is  the  light  of  the  world.  We  commend 
this  noble  chapter  to  those  who  are 
rethinking  missions.  Any  other  view 
of  Christ  is  "the  end  of  historic  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  it  seems  equally  certain  to 
us  that  it  will  be  the  end  of  any  Chris¬ 
tianity  at  all.  .  .  .  The  naturalization 
of  Jesus  is  the  end  of  the  missionary  en¬ 
terprise.  .  .  .  On  this  rock  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Son 
of  man,  the  only  Redeemer,  Saviour  and 
Lord,  the  Christian  church  stood  at  the 
beginning.  Here  it  has  stood  through 
all  the  ages.  Here  it  must  continue  to 
stand.  Other  foundation  can  no  man 
lay  than  that  which  is  laid,  which  is 
Jesus  Christ.” 

It  is  customary  for  ardent  book  re¬ 
viewers  to  declare  of  the  volume  before 
them  that  "this  is  a  book  which  no  one 
can  afford  to  miss.”  Of  "The  Finality 
of  Jesus  Christ”  one  would  wish  to  say 
this  with  an  emphasis  and  a  sincerity 
which  have  no  limit.  The  present  age 
needs  it,  and  its  unfaltering  message  be¬ 
longs  to  every  age. — Mrs.  Frank  Mason 
North. 

The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ,  by 

Robert  E.  Speer.  Fleming  H.  Revell 

Co.,  New  York.  386  pages.  $3. 

The  Other  Spanish  Christ 

We  are  becoming  accustomed  to  look 
to  Dr.  John  A.  Mackay,  the  Christian 
philosopher  and  missionary,  now  an 
executive  secretary  of  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  for  writings 
of  wide  outlook  and  of  sound  thinking. 
His  title  to  speak  for  philosophy  is  clear, 
as  he  achieved  first  honors  in  that  de¬ 
partment  at  his  alma  mater,  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Aberdeen,  and  was  appointed 
to  the  chairs  of  metaphysics  and  the  his¬ 
tory  of  modern  philosophy  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  San  Marcos  at  Lima,  the  oldest 
university  in  the  Western  hemisphere, 
from  which  also  he  received  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Letters.  His  first  mission¬ 
ary  appointment  came  from  the  Free 
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Church  of  Scotland.  In  Peru  he  founded 
the  Anglo-Peruvian  College,  which  pre¬ 
pares  students  for  the  national  univer¬ 
sity.  In  19 26  began  his  connection 
with  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As¬ 
sociation  in  Latin  America. 

Dr.  Mackay’s  recent  book,  "The 
Other  Spanish  Christ,”  places  at  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  student  and  missionary  es¬ 
sential  facts  and  conclusions  concern¬ 
ing  all  countries  upon  which  Spain  has 
placed  her  hand.  In  introducing  the  his¬ 
tory  and  philosophy  of  these  lands  he 
says: 

"In  the  world  of  tomorrow,  which 
lies  beyond  the  dust  and  din  of  the 
present  crisis  of  society,  the  countries 
forming  the  Hispanic  group  of  nations 
will,  for  many  reasons,  occupy  a  unique 
place  in  the  international  area.  Their 
situation  at  the  moment  recalls  the  early 
vision  of  the  prophet  of  Anathoth  when 
he  saw  in  the  Judean  wilderness  an 
almond  spray  in  bloom  and  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  neighborhood  a  seething  cauld¬ 
ron.  A  new  springtime  is  clearly  com¬ 
ing,  but  who  will  venture  to  predict 
what  God’s  spring  breezes  will  .first 
blow  over  pampa  and  sierra,  whether  the 
aroma  of  the  almond  blossom  or  the 
froth  of  the  storm-brewing  pot?” 

The  interpretation  of  Spanish  history 
as  it  touched  the  New  World,  which 
occupies  the  opening  chapters  of  this 
unusual  book,  goes  deeply  into  both  the 
Iberian  temperament  and  the  events 
which  planted  the  Spanish  type  of 
Roman  Catholicism  in  the  Western 
hemisphere,  a  type  which  is  tinged  with 
the  faith  of  the  African  Moslem.  "The 
Spanish  Christ  was  born  in  Algiers.” 

This  valuable  section  is  followed  by 
a  discussion  of  the  philosophy  of  Span¬ 
ish  Christianity,  in  which  we  discover 
the  significance  of  the  title  of  the  book. 
A  summary  of  these  pages,  which  con¬ 
stitute  the  heart  of  the  volume,  is  im¬ 
possible  here.  Perhaps  a  brief  quota¬ 
tion  will  reveal  something  of  its 
content.  After  speaking  of  the  adora¬ 
tion  of  the  Virgin  the  author  says: 

"However  much  overshadowed  by 
his  mother,  Christ  too  came  to  America. 
Journeying  from  Bethlehem  and  Cal¬ 
vary,  he  passed  through  Africa  and 
Spain  on  his  long  westward  journey  to 
the  pampas  and  cordilleras.  And  yet, 
was  it  really  he  who  came  or  another 
religious  figure  with  his  name  and  some 
of  his  marks?  Methinks  the  Christ,  as 
he  sojourned  westward,  went  to  prison 
in  Spain,  while  another  who  took  his 
name  embarked  with  the  Spanish  cru¬ 
saders  for  the  New  World,  a  Christ  who 
was  not  born  in  Bethlehem  but  in  North 
Africa.  This  Christ  became  naturalized 
in  the  Iberian  colonies  of  North  Amer¬ 
ica,  while  Mary’s  Son  and  Lord  has  been 
little  else  than  a  sojourner  in  these  lands 
from  Columbus’s  day  to  this.” 


A  faith  which  limits  its  presentation 
of  the  Christ  to  the  manger  and  the 
cross,  the  nativity  and  the  death,  omit¬ 
ting  the  life  between,  has  not  that  ethic 
content  which  keeps  it  free  from  super¬ 
stition  and  error.  "A  Christ  known  in 
life  as  an  infant  and  in  death  as  a  corpse, 
over  whose  helpless  childhood  and  tragic 
fate  the  virgin  mother  presides;  a  Christ 
who  became  man  in  the  interests  of 
eschatology,  whose  permandnt  reality 
resides  in  a  magic  wafer  bestowing  im¬ 
mortality;  a  virgin  mother,  who  by  not 
tasting  death  became  the  queen  of  life: 
that  is  the  Christ  and  that  the  Virgin 
who  came  to  America!  He  came  as 
the  lord  of  death  and  of  the  life  that 
is  to  be;  she  came  as  sovereign  lady  of 
the  life  that  now  is.  But  the  other,  he 
who  makes  men  dissatisfied  with  life  as 
it  is  and  things  as  they  are,  and  tells  them 
that  through  him  life  shall  be  trans¬ 
formed  and  the  world  overcome  and  his 
followers  put  in  agreement  with  reality, 
God,  and  truth?  He  wanted  to  come, 
but  his  way  was  barred.  .  .  .  But  now 

again  spring  voices  announce  his  com- 

*  ~  >> 
mg. 

What  are  these  voices  which  the 
author  hears  so  clearly?  In  the  closing 
pages  he  indicates  some  of  the  new  in¬ 
fluences  which  are  calling  South  America 
to  new  life  in  Christ.  "In  the  religious 
tradition  and  present-day  life  of  Spain 
there  is  another  Christ.  He  is  distinct 
from  the  Christ  of  popular  faith  and 
the  Christ  of  official  propaganda.  We 
meet  him  first  in  the  13  th  century  in 
Raymond  Lull.  He  appears  later  in  the 
lives  and  writings  of  the  great  mystics 
of  the  1 6th  century.”  We  discern  him 
in  the  work  of  Protestant  reformers  and 
certain  rebels  against  popular  belief,  and 
in  modern  Spain  in  the  influence  of  Don 
Francisco  Giner  de  Los  Rios  and  Don 
Miguel  de  Unamuno. 

Because  of  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  contemporary  writers  on  these  great 
themes  Dr.  Mackay  in  his  closing  chap¬ 
ters  gives  an  insight  into  present  thought 
in  South  America  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  secure  elsewhere, — the  work 
of  Ricardo  Rojas,  Zorilla,  Gabriela  Mis¬ 
tral,  and  others.  This  section  is  per¬ 
haps  the  most  immediately  valuable  part 
of  this  unique  volume. 

His  treatment  of  Protestant  mission¬ 
ary  effort  is  hardly  adequate,  because 
it  is  incomplete,  although  its  spirit  is 
most  ably  interpreted. — Mrs.  Frank 
Mason  North. 

The  Oteier  Spanish  Christ:  A 
Study  in  the  Spiritual  History  of 
Spain  and  South  America,  by  John 
A.  Mackay.  Macmillan  Co.,  New 
York.  288  pages.  $2. 

A  Biologist  Testifies 

Can  any  good  thing  come  out  of 
modern  biology?  Those  who  think  that 


biologists  are  mostly  sceptical  would  d0 
well  to  read  the  testimony — for  j 
amounts  to  that, — in  favor  of  a  vita| 
and  comforting  religious  faith  offered 
by  one  of  the  leading  scientists  of 
land:  Dr.  J.  S.  Haldane,  who  in  a  boot 
entitled  "Materialism”  defends  the  vie%, 
that  reality  is  spiritual,  and  that  God 
is  needed  to  account  for  the  values  e®. 
bodied  in  morals  and  beauty.  Religi0il 
for  him  is  a  vital  part  of  experience. 

That  idolatry  is  still  practiced— f0, 
one  thing,  under  the  form  of  physico. 
chemical  realism, — is  asserted  by  Dr. 
Haldane,  who  contends  that  though  the 
physico-chemical  explanation  of  the 
phenomenal  has  endless  practical  uses  it 
is  only  a  partial  and  abstract  view,  whicl 
shows  its  complete  inadequacy  when  the 
attempt  is  made  to  apply  it  to  the  de¬ 
manding  interests  of  life  and  conscious 
behavior. 

The  treatment  of  these  questions  in 
this  book  is  not  theological,  nor  idealistic 
in  the  philosophical  sense,  but  does  bast 
its  argument  on  the  contention  ( which 
is  more  than  an  assumption)  that  tic 
divine  commandments  are  real  in  tic 
sense  that  they  are  written  into  tic 
very  being  of  ourselves  and  the  universe, 
The  book,  moreover,  sounds  a  distinc¬ 
tively  Christian  note  in  declaring  that 
God  does  not  dwell  apart  from  an  imper¬ 
fect  world,  but  enters  into  the  sorrow 
of  its  suffering  and  sin:  of  which  sorrow 
the  cross  is  a  symbol. 

Dr.  Haldane  is,  in  addition  to  lit 
fame  as  a  biologist,  a  brilliant  if  dis¬ 
cursive  writer,  but  there  is  no  levity  in 
this  book,  whose  argument  is  sustained 
on  a  high  level  and  strikes  home  to  the 
main  issues  of  life,  revealing  the  paucity 
of  non-spiritual  views  and  adding  one 
more  to  the  long  series  of  scientists  who 
have  found  science  to  be  the  handmaid 
of  faith,  and  an  uplifting  force  in  t« 
experience  of  the  race. — Charles  A.  S 
Dwight. 

Materialism,  by  J.  S.  Haldane.  Harp" 

and  Brothers,  New  York.  221  pag® 

$2. 

The  Intuition  of  God 

Man  deals  all  the  while  with  appe3(' 
ances,  yet  seeks  reality.  How  assurance 
of  reality,  or  of  what  some  philosophy 
like  Otto  call  the  numinous,  may  » 
obtained  is  the  question.  The  rational¬ 
ist  thinks  that  by  pure  logic  he  CJ| 
reach  or  at  any  rate  identify  the  ah' 


way  of  intuition  and  claim  direct  real1 
zation  of  God.  These  are  the  mystics  J1 
various  types,  but  all  are  one  in  see*' 
ing  the  ultimate  life  in  an  immedijI' 
sense  of  the  divine  presence. 

T.  M.  Watt,  a  sometime  Fellow 
Mansfield  College,  Oxford,  has  pr( 
vided  a  brief  Introduction  to  the 
losophy  of  mysticism  in  a  little  ho° 
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The  Christ  of  the  Christian 
Faith 

By  W.  Douglas  Mackenzie 
Macmillan.  $2.00 

The  substance  of  this  volume  is  fairly 
covered  by  the  title  of  one  of  its  sections: 
“The  Person  of  Christ:  A  Divine  Con¬ 
sciousness  in  Human  Experience.”  While 
President  Mackenzie  looks  for  further  light 
from  modern  and  future  study,  he  is  con¬ 
vinced  that  “as  to  the  facts  of  the  New 
Testament,  of  Christian  experience  at  its 
highest,  Christian  character  at  its  noblest, 
Christian  influence  at  its  purest  ...  the 
most  satisfying  explanation  has  been  the 
original  one.”  “The  Deity  of  Christ  .  .  . 
is  the  simplest  explanation  of  historic 
Christianity.” 


The  Way 

By  William  Pierson  Merrill 
Macmillan.  $2.25 

These  “Daily  Meditations  on  the  Wav  of 
Life  according  to  Jesus”  are  practical  rath¬ 
er  than  mystical  in  tone,  language  and 
thought.  They  might  well  supplement  the 
use  of  a  more  introspective  manual. 


The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ 

By  Robert  E.  Speer.  Re  veil.  $3.00 
While  Dr.  Speer  is  at  his  best  as  a  per¬ 
suasive  guide  and  leader,  through  the 
shining  light  of  his  Christian  character 
and  spirit,  rather  than  as  a  theological  con¬ 
troversialist,  this  volume,  for  deep  study, 
evidence  of  wide  reading,  clear  thinking 
and  sustained  reasoning,  may  well  be  his 
magnum  opus.  It  should  be  read  by  all 

ROBERT  E.  SPEER’S 
Eagerly -Awaited  Book 

Is  the  result  of  a  life¬ 
time’s  thinking  on  a  sub¬ 
ject  which  is  at  the  center 
of  today’s  unrest. 

President  Stevenson  (Princeton  Theo. 
Sem.)  says:  “The  greatest  contri¬ 
bution  Dr.  Speer  has  made  to  religi¬ 
ous  literature  ...  it  will  have  a  wide 
reading  and  a  permanent  influence 
in  strengthening  the  faith.” 

Professor  A.  T.  Robertson  (Southern 
Baptist  Theo.  Sem.)  says:  “I  wish  all  min¬ 
isters  could  read  it,  for  its  influence  for 
good  is  immeasurable.  I  never  enjoyed  a 
course  of  Lectures  so  much  in  my  life  and 
am  reading  the  book  with  delight.” 

Stone  Lectures  1932-33 

The  Finality  of 
Jesus  Christ 

By  ROBERT  E.  SPEER-J3.00 

1C.  FL,EMING  H.  revell  company 
158  Flfth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

—  at  all  bock  stores  — 


who  are  interested  in  the  recent  report  on 
foreign  missions,  for,  although  it  does  not 
directly  refer  to  that  discussion,  it  consti¬ 
tutes  a  vigorous  reply  to  certain  sections  of  it. 

Many  who  may  not  grant  the  conclu¬ 
siveness  of  Dr.  Speer’s  negative  assertions, 
will  agree  with  his  primary  conclusion  that 
“Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Son 
of  Man,  the  only  Redeemer,  Savior  and 
Lord”  will  be  the  foundation  of  “the 
Church  of  Christ,  so  long  as  it  is  true  to 
its  message  and  its  mission,  whether  at 
home  or  abroad.”  The  volume  leaves  us 
with  a  needed  sense  of  spiritual  certainty, 
unaffected  by  any  speculative  differences 
between  author  and  reader. 


The  Program  for  the  World 
Economic  Conference 

World  Peace  Foundation,  Boston,  $0.50 
Representatives  of  the  nations,  on  June 
12,  will  gather  at  London  for  the  first 
World  Economic  Conference  of  history.  If 
the  Conference  is  to  achieve  even  a  mod¬ 
est  success  it  will  be  because  the  economic 
experts  are  prodded  by  the  force  of  public 
opinion  into  making  the  concessions  that 
seem  to  be  required  by  the  gravity  of  the 
existing  world  situation.  Professor  James 
W.  Angell,  of  Columbia  University,  com¬ 
ments  on  the  Experts’  Agenda  and  other 
documents  in  connection  with  the  conven¬ 
ing  of  the  Conference  and  briefly  discusses 
such  problems  as  price  levels,  trade  bar¬ 
riers,  and  the  stabilization  of  currencies. 

A  Secure  Income 

(4J4  to  9  per  cent) 

To  you  and  your  dependents 

Regular 

Generous 

Guaranteed 

Unvarying 

Your  gift  on  the 

ANNUITY 

PLAN 

will  provide  it  for  you  and 
make  you  a  partner  in  telling 
the  people  of  the  world  about 
Christ. 


ERNEST  F.  HALL,  Secretary 
DEPARTMENT  OF  ANNUITIES 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Please  send  full  information  about 
your  annuity  gift  plan. 

Address^ _ , _ 

F.C.B.  6-33 


SCRIBNER  M  LEADERS 

The  Plain  Man 
Seeks  for  God 

by  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen 

Chosen  by  the  Re¬ 
ligious  Book  Club 
— “Because  of  its 
searching  diag¬ 
nosis  of  the  weak¬ 
nesses  of  ‘liberal’ 
religions,  and  its 
simple  and  cogent 
presentation  of  the 
grounds  for  the 
great  historic 
Christian  convictions.’’ 

“It  fills  a  place  of  its  own,”  states 
the  Editorial  Committee  of  the 
Club,  “as  a  popular  presentation  of 
what  ‘the  plain  man’  may  reason¬ 
ably  believe  and  how  he  may  arrive 
at  settled  convictions.” 

230  pages.  $2.00 

The  World  of  Jesus 

by  Henry  Kendall  Booth 

euthor  of  " The  Background  of  the  Bible" 

“In  beautifully  readable  form  and  accurate¬ 
ly  informing  substance,  the  author  pic¬ 
tures  the  cultural,  religious,  political,  and 
geographical  matrix  in  which  the  life  and 
work  of  Jesus  were  cast.” 

— Christian  Century. 

239  pages.  $2.00 

The  Meaning  and 
Truth  of  Religion 

by  Eugene  William  Lyman 

A  Religious  Book  Club  Selection 

“This  finely  composed  and  beautifully 
written  book  is  a  vindication  of  religion  in 
our  time  .  .  .  an  indispensable  contribu¬ 
tion  to  contemporary  discussion.” 

— New  York  Herald  Tribune. 

468  pages.  $3.00 

Treasure  House  of 
the  Living  Religions 

Selections  from  Their  Sacred  Scriptures 

by  Robert  Ernest  Hume 

“For  the  wider  dissemination  of  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  noblest  aspects  of  these  living 
religions,  the  hook  will  be  invaluable;  and 
for  those  who  wish  to  have  this  material  at 
hand  without  combing  libraries  to  find  it, 
it  will  be  indispensable.” 

— Christian  Century. 

493  pages,  more  than  3000  selections.  $3.00 

•A 

Making  Life  Better 

by  Elwood  Worcester 

“It  is  so  rich  in  its  rules  for  mental  and 
spiritual  health  and  so  illuminating  in  its 
wealth  of  anecdotes,  that  we  heartily  rec¬ 
ommend  it.” — Boston  Herald. 

244  pages.  $2.00 

at  your  bookstore 
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Spring  Books  on  Religious  Thought  and  Life 


Difficulties  in  Religious 


Thinking 


By  Frank  Glenn  Lankard 
Abingdon  Press.  $2.00 
Mainly  a  discussion  of  the  problems 
which  are  disturbing  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion,  with  emphasis  upon  those  which 
touch  more  closely  our  practical  human 
life.  The  volume  has  distinct  value  for 
both  preaching  and  teaching. 


The  March  of  Faith 

By  Winfred  Ernest  Garrison 
Harper’s.  $2.50 

The  sub-title  is  descriptive,  “The  Story 
of  Religion  in  America  Since  1865.”  This 
volume  is  an  illustration  of  the  present- 


day  mood  to  take  account  of  stock  in  in¬ 
stitutional  church  life,  bringing  out  clearly 
the  trends  and  tendencies  with  which  our 
modem  Church  is  called  upon  to  deal.  The 
growth  and  changes  of  institutional  re¬ 
ligion,  the  development  of  religious  ideas, 
the  effect  of  religion  on  human  behavior 
and  the  mutual  reaction  of  social  conditions 
and  religious  life  on  one  another,  are  set 
forth  with  clarity,  including  the  tendencies 
toward  the  reintegration  of  Protestant 
forces,  as  exemplified  in  the  Federal  Coun¬ 
cil  and  other  bodies. 


The  Meaning  and  Truth  of 
Religion 

By  Eugene  W.  Lyman 
Scribner’s.  $3.00. 


The  Strange  Case  of  Herr 
Hitler 


One  of  the  deepest  and  richest  and  yet 
clearest  expositions  of  the  eternal  verities 
in  their  bearing  on  modem  life,  that  have 
appeared  in  recent  times.  Its  analyses  of 
modern  naturalistic  philosophies  and  of 
efforts  to  escape  them  and  its  evaluation 
of  the  more  important  currents  which  in¬ 
fluence  Christian  thinking  will  help  the 
reader  to  regain  the  lost  sense  of  certainty 
so  characteristic  of  the  day  and  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  profoundly  spiritual  viewpoint. 


A  CAVALCADE 


OF  PRAISE 


RELIGION  IN  OUR  TIMES 


Gaius  Glenn  Atkins 
“Authentic  and  illuminating.  ...  A  book  that 
cannot  be  ignored."— New  York  Times.  “As 
scholarly  and  liberal  as  it  is  fascinating.”— 
New  York  Sun.  “Pungent,  humorous,  incisive. ” 
—-Religious  Booh  Club  Bulletin .  “A  remark- 
able  panorama  done  with  amazing  skill.” — 
Half oid  E.  Lvccock.  “Dr.  Atkins  displays  a 
nrm  grasp  and  integrates  his  material  into  an 
impressive  whole.” — Harry  Emerson  Fosdick. 

An  abundance  of  genial  sparkle  and  glow.” — 
Christian  Century.  $2.75 


By  Everett  R.  Clinchy 
John  Day  Co.  $0.25 
What  Stuart  Chase  did  in  providing  in 
one  of  the  “John  Day  twenty-five  cent 
pamphlets”  the  most  succinctly  informing 
and  discerning  interpretation  of  the  moot 
subject  of  technocracy,  Everett  Clinchy  has 
done  for  Hitlerism.  He  tells  in  a  popular 
way  why  Hitler  makes  so  strong  an  ap¬ 
peal,  and  is  especially  effective  in  analyzing 
the  policies  and  attitudes  of  the  Nazis  to¬ 
ward  the  Jews.  From  this  angle,  his 
pamphlet  is  a  contribution  to  inter-group 
understanding  in  this  country  as  well  as 
in  Germany. 


The  Social  Gospel  and  the 
Christian  Cultus 


By  Charles  Clayton  Morrison 
Harper’s.  $2.00 


These  lectures  on  the  Rauschenbush 
Foundation  dwell  with  new  force  and  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  need  for  radical  changes  in 
the  standards  and  organizational  forms  of 
the  Christian  Church  to  insure  continued 
or  restored  leadership  in  the  immediate 
issues  of  9odal,  industrial  and  international 
life.  Stimulating,  even  when  one-sidedly 
inconclusive. 


CONTEMPORARY  AMERICAN  THEOLOGY 

Edited  by  Vergilius  Ferm 


A  book  of  unique  interest,  of  deep  and  signif¬ 
icant  importance.” — Congregationalist.  “Vivid 
vital.  .  We  eagerly  await  the  volume  that 
is  to  follow.  — Boston  Transcript.  “A  fine 
record  and  a  kaleidoscopic  picture  of  Christian 
thought  and  life.” — Henry  Sloane  Coffin.  “Well- 

balanced,  stimulating,  informing,  lucid  ” _ 

Religious  Book  Club  Bulletin.  “Fine,  sincere 
honest.” — Christian  Leader.  “A  book  for  all 
who  are  trying  to  work  their  way  through  the 
conflicting  currents  of  experience  to  some 
tested  conviction.” — Christian  Century.  $3  00 
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“Not  only  important,  but  fascinating.”— Francis 
J.  McConnell.  “Accomplishes  an  inestimable 
service.  —A.  TV.  Be  oven.  “More  than  a  book 
of  statistics;  it  makes  good  general  reading  ” 
—Congregationalist.  “All  who  are  interested 
in  the  progress  of  religion  should  have  it 
within  easy  reach  until  the  1934  volume  ap¬ 
pears.’  — Christian  Century.  $3  oo 
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Canon  Charles  Frederick  D’Arcy 
“A  really  wonderful  review  of  the  scientific 
and  spiritual  teaching  of  the  present  day.” — 
Manchester  Guardian.  “It  will  help  us  to  a 
new  vision  of  God.” — Expository  Times. 

Packed  with  facts  of  the  greatest  value  to  the 
Christian  apologist.” — Scots  Observer.  $2.00 
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The  Christ  of  the  Christian  Faith. 
By  Dr.  Douglas  Mackenzie.  304 
pp.  $2.00.  Macmillan.  New  York. 

,  This  is  a  noble  book.  It  sets 
forth  the  historic  faith  of  the 
Church  in  the  Deity  of  Christ 
with  eloquence  and  learning, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
critical  questions  of  the  New 
Testament  literature  and  of 
modern  psychology,  and  at  the 
same  time  with  full  and  assured 
faith  in  the  real  Deity  of  our 
Lord.  “Modern  critical  scholar¬ 
ship,”  says  Dr.  Mackenzie,  “by 
its  very  failures  has  proved  that 
the  true  story  of  Jesus  of  Naza¬ 
reth  cannot  be  told  by  an  unbe¬ 
liever.  The  effort  of  the  psy¬ 
chology  of  religion  to  account 
for  the  nature  of  the  Christian 
life,  without  accepting  the  Gos¬ 
pel  story  as  essentially  true,  is 
also  a  manifest  failure.”  There 
are  no  doubt  points  in  this  book 
where  we  would  diverge  from 
or  qualify  the  view  expressed, 
but  the  central  thesis  and  the 
thorough  and  competent  ex¬ 
planation  and  defense  of  it  are 
a  rich  contribution,  one  of  the 
very  richest,  to  our  present-day 
Christian  apologetics.  The  book 
is  especially  valuable  for  its 
study  of  the  consciousness  of 
Jesus  as  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  New  Testament  narrative 
and  of  the  unique  and  divine 
personality  of  our  Lord. 

Robert  E.  Speer. 

^ie  FinMity  of  Jesus  Christ.  By 
Robert  E.  Speer.  386  pp.  $3.00. 

H.  Revell  Co.  New  York. 

This  is  a  book  that  was  ur¬ 
gently  needed.  It  goes  straight 
to  the  heart  of  present-day  re¬ 
ligious  thinking.  “What  think 
ye  of  Christ?”  is  a  question  as 
crucial  now  as  it  was  nineteen 
centuries  ago.  “We  are  fating 
oday,  in  the  Christian  Church 


at  home  and  therefore  of  course 
in  the  missionary  enterprise 
abroad,  the  fundamental  ques¬ 
tions  of  the  meaning  and  value 
of  Christ  and  of  the  nature  of 
Christianity.  Is  He  only  man 
with  divinity  not  qualitatively 
different  from  that  to  which  we 
aspire,  or  is  He  man  and  God  in 
a  sense  wholly  unique?  Are  we 
to  think  of  Him  as  a  great  hu¬ 
man  leader  classified  with  other 
great  religious  teachers,  or  as 
the  only  personality  of  His  kind, 
the  Messiah  of  God  promised  in 
the  Old  Testament,  the  Saviour 
whose  death  atoned  for  sin  and 
who  actually  arose  from  the 
dead  and  lives  as  the  risen  Lord 
and  whose  salvation  must  be  of¬ 
fered  to  every  man?  And  is  the 
faith  of  Christ  essentially  the 
faith  about  Christ  and  wholly 
different  from  other  faiths,  with 
a  unique  and  universal  mission, 
so  that  its  business  is  not  to 
reach  a  synthesis  and  adjust¬ 
ment  with  other  religions  but  to 
conquer  and  possess  the  earth  in 
Christ’s  name  and  to  set  Him  in 
the  sole  and  supreme  place?” 

Dr.  Speer’s  answer  to  these 
questions  is  “unhesitating  and 
unqualified.”  He  holds  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  unique,  final,  ab¬ 
solute  and  universal,  the  world’s 
only  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  God 
and  the  only  Son  of  God.  He 
maintains  this  thesis  with  co¬ 
gency  of  argument,  and  a  wealth 
of  documentary  proof  of  the  his¬ 
toric  faith  of  the  Church  from 
the  Apostolic  Age  down  to  the 
present  time.  The  author  does 
not  view  Christianity  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  human  search  for  God 
or  a  quest  for  spiritual  reality, 
but  as  God  coming  down  to  men, 
a  supernatural  revelation  incar¬ 
nated  in  Jesus  Christ.  This  cen¬ 
tral  fact,  once  accepted,  settles 
a  whole  brood  of  subsidiary 


questions — the  relation  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  to  non-Christian  reli¬ 
gions,  the  motive  and  aim  of 
foreign  missions,  the  proper 
place  of  evangelistic  effort  in 
missionary  work,  and  the  duty 
of  the  Church  and  its  individual 
members. 

The  Stone  Lectures  at  Prince¬ 
ton  which  form  the  basis  of 
this  book,  were  prepared  some 
time  before  the  publication  of 
the  Report  of  the  Appraisal 
Commission  of  the  Laymen’s 
Foreign  Missions  Inquiry.  But 
the  reader  cannot  fail  to  note 
that  the  conception  of  Christ 
here  presented  so  clearly  and 
powerfully  is  radically  different 
from  that  which  subtly  pervades 
“Re-Thinking  Missions.”  Every¬ 
one  who  has  read  the  latter  vol¬ 
ume  should  read  Dr.  Speer’s 
scholarly  and  truely  Christian 
presentation  of  the  unique  char¬ 
acter  and  mission  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

We  believe  that  this  is  the 
ablest,  clearest,  most  decisive 
and  convincing  statement  of  the 
evangelical  view  of  Christ  that 
has  recently  appeared.  It  is  a 
tonic  to  faith.  If  every  minister 
and  layman  would  read  it  care¬ 
fully,  much  of  the  current  doubt, 
uncertainty  and  confused  think¬ 
ing  would  be  dispelled. 

A.  J.  B. 

Out  of  My  Life  and  Thought — Art 

Autobiography.  By  Albert  Schweit¬ 
zer.  288  pp.  $2.50.  Holt  &  Co. 

New  York. 

Dr.  Schweitzer  is  one  of  the 
remarkable  personalities  of  this 
generation.  His  range  of  ac¬ 
complishments  is  amazing. 
Theologian,  philosopher,  physi¬ 
cian,  scientist,  musician,  au¬ 
thor,  lecturer  and  missionary, 
he  is  eminent  in  every  depart¬ 
ment.  He  is  the  world’s  fore¬ 
most  interpreter  of  Bach,  and 
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Added  to  this  are  the  volumes 
issued  by  commercial  firms  and 
by  Roman  Catholics,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  Scriptures 
supplied  to  the  world  in  one  year 
to  30,000,000. 

— Malaysia  Message. 

Cinemas  for  Mission  Lands 

The  International  Institute  of 
Educational  Cinemography, 
which  was  established  in  1928  to 
make  motion  pictures  educa¬ 
tional  and  uplifting  rather  than 
degrading,  is  endeavoring  to  cir¬ 
culate  the  better  class  of  films 
through  the  abolition  of  tariffs 
on  such  productions  only.  The 
Bureau,  which  is  affiliated  with 
the  League  of  Nations,  is  pre¬ 
paring  an  international  cata¬ 


logue  of  educational  films — 
scientific,  geographical,  social 
and  dramatic. 

This  work  has  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  bearing  on  missionary 
work,  not  only  in  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  immoral  films,  but  in 
helping  missionaries  teach  hy¬ 
giene,  sanitation,  international 
friendship,  better  race  relations, 
history,  geography  and  science. 
The  Institute  publishes  a  month¬ 
ly  bulletin  at  Geneva. 

“Toned  Down  Religion” 

Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  who  is 
at  present  in  this  country,  is 
quoted  as  saying :  “Several 
years  ago  when  I  asked  Ma¬ 
hatma  Gandhi  what  we  should 


do  to  naturalize  Christianity  it] 
India  he  answered,  among  other 
things:  ‘You  must  practice  your 
religion  without  adulterating  it 
or  toning  it  down.’  Rather  re¬ 
markable  that  Dr.  Hu  Shih,  the 
father  of  the  renaissance  move¬ 
ment  and  the  greatest  brain  in 
China  at  the  present  time, 
should  have  said  the  same  thing 
to  a  group  of  Christians :  ‘Don’t 
tone  down  your  religion.’  The 
two  outstanding  non-Christians 
in  the  East  give  us  the  same 
counsel.  Dr.  Hu  Shih,  who  calls 
himself  an  agnostic,  said  to  a 
group  of  missionaries,  ‘I  do  not  I 
believe  what  you  believe,  but  if 
I  believed  half  of  what  you  say 
you  believe,  I  would  be  more 
earnest  than  you  are.’  ” 

— Watchman-Examiner. 


A  PART  OF  THE  GREAT  WALL  OF  CHINA,  DIVIDING  MANCHURIA  FROM  CHINA  PROPER 
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tiie  riddle  of  the  new  testa¬ 
ment.  By  Sir  Edwyn  Hoskyns  and  Noel 
Davey.  Harcourt,  Brace  and  Co.,  New 
York.  $2.50. 

This  is  higher  criticism  of  the  New  Testa 
ment  issuing  in  a  novel  result.  The  con¬ 
clusion  is  exactly  the  opposite  of  the  con¬ 
tention  of  the  naturalistic  higher  criticism 
of  the  past,  which  contended  that  when 
the  last  stratum  of  the  New  Testament 
has  been  reached,  and  the  authentic  his¬ 
tory  has  been  recovered,  the  residuum 
is  a  purely  human  Jesus  who  worked  no 
miracles,  who  expected  no  one  to  worship 
him.  and  who  made  no  claim  to  a  unique 
relationship  to  God.  This  book  sets  forth 
a  wholly  different  conclusion. 

The  riddle  as  the  authors  define  it  is, 
“What  was  the  relation  between  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  and  the  primitive  Christian 
Church?  The  New  Testament  documents, 
all  of  them,  emerged  from  the  primitive 
Church.  They  reflected  piety  and  encour¬ 
aged  faith.  Was  there,  or  was  there  not, 
a  strict  relationship  between  this  rich 
piety  and  exuberant  faith  and  the  his¬ 
torical  figure  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth?  Did 
the  life  and  death  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
control  the  life  of  the  primitive  Church? 
Or  was  his  life  and  death  submerged  by 
a  piety  and  faith  wholly  beyond  his  hori¬ 
zon?”  This  is  the  “riddle”  the  authors 
seek  to  answer,  and  the  results  of  their 
book,  as  they  say,  “do  nothing  to  bring 
the  New  Testament  within  the  orbit  of 
modern  humanitarian  or  humanistic 
teaching.” 

We  do  not  accept  the  view  of  these 
authors  which  discredits  reliance  upon 
the  full  Gospel  narrative  of  Jesus’  life, 
but  we  do  accept  with  joy  their  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  central  fact  of  the  uniqueness 
and  absoluteness  and  cosmic  significance 
and  divine  aloneness  of  our  Lord. 

— R.  E.  Speeb 

THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST.  By 
Robert  E.  Speer.  Fleming  H.  Revell 
Co.,  New  York.  $3. 

Here  in  language  ordinary  men  and 
women  understand  is  an  apologetic  that 
fights  to  a  finish  the  battle  with  unfaith 
and  leaves  Christ  supreme,  unique,  and 
essential.  The  volume  is  amazingly  docu¬ 
mented.  and  one  marvels  that  so  busy  a 
churchman  has  been  able  to  take  such 
enormous  tribute  from  the  world  scholar¬ 
ship,  ancient  and  modern,  as  is  evidenced 
in  the  text  and  footnotes  of  every  page. 
Arguments  as  reverent  as  they  are  cogent, 
and  as  scriptural  as  they  are  philosophic¬ 
ally  sound,  buttress  the  fact  of  “the 
illimitable  God”  in  Christ.  The  rea¬ 
soning  throughout  is  intellectually  satis¬ 
fying,  not  only  because  of  the  premises 
on  which  it  rests  and  the  data  with  which 
it  is  undergirded,  but  because  no  spirit 
of  intolerance  prevents  a  dispassionate 
viewing  of  all  the  facts  involved  in  all 
controversial  points.  Here  in  amplified 
orm  are  the  lectures  given  at  two  great 
-eological  seminaries  of  the  country, 
on  /ive  chapters  include  the  early 
...  urch  s  view  of  Christ,  primitive  Chris- 
iamty  s  attitude  toward  non-Christian 
e  igions,  and  the  basic  view  of  Christ 
m  which  Christianity  expanded.  Perhaps 
e  most  challenging  chapters  are  :  “Can 
e  still  hold  the  primitive  view  of 
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Christ?”  and  the  final  answer  to  the 
question  of  what  view  we  are  to  take 
of  non-Christian  religions.  This  question 
and  every  other  involving  the  motives, 
objectives,  and  goals  of  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion  is  met  with  the  triumphant  asser¬ 
tion,  “On  this  Rock  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God  and  the  Son  of  Man.  the  only 
Redeemer,  Savior,  and  Lord,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  stood  at  the  beginning.  Here 
it  has  stood  through  the  ages.  Here  it 
will  continue  to  stand.” 

— W.  C.  Covert 

INDIA-BURMA.  Vol.  IV  of  the  Supple¬ 
mentary  Series  and  Reports,  of  the  Lay¬ 
men’s  Foreign  Missions  Inquiry.  Harper 
Bros.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  $1.50. 

The  Laymen’s  Foreign  Missions  Inquiry, 
whose  Appraisal  Commission’s  report  ap¬ 
peared  under  the  title,  Re-Thinking  Mis¬ 
sions,  is  now  issuing  seven  more  volumes, 
three  regional  reports  and  four  fact-find¬ 
ing  reports.  The  present  volume  is 
the  first  of  these  four.  It  is  a  great  mass 
of  information,  somewhat  hastily  gath¬ 
ered  and  with  many  judgments  which  will 
be  called  in  question,  but  it  is  full  of 
valuable  material  for  students  of  missions 
and  of  India  and  Burma. 

— R.  E.  Speeb 

THE  CHRISTIAN  ENTERPRISE  AMONG 
RLTRAL  PEOPLE.  By  Kenyon  L.  But¬ 
terfield.  Cokeshury  Press,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  $1.50. 

Any  book  by  this  author  on  any  phase  of 
the  problems  of  rural  folks  should  com¬ 
mand  respect.  His  vast  experience  in  this 
country  and  abroad  enables  him  to  survey 
these  problems  in  a  large  way  and  with 
deep  insight.  The  book  is  packed  with 
specific  fact.  Dr.  Butterfield  deals  with 
the  church,  as  a  factor  in  rural  life,  on 
the  principle  that  its  field  is  the  whole 
of  life.  He  proposes,  therefore,  that  the 
church  shalt  take  command  of  the  task 
of  developing  and  maintaining  an  ade¬ 
quate,  and  therefore  a  Christian,  civiliza¬ 
tion.  He  criticizes  strongly  the  present 
situation  of  the  “competitive”  churches 
in  country  districts,  and  surveys  the  vari¬ 
ous  schemes  for  improvement,  favoring 
the  community  church  or  “larger  parish." 
A  stimulating  book,  even  for  those  of  us 
who  believe  that  “Christianizing  the  social 
order”  is  not  the  primary  business  of  the 
Church. 

— D.  DeF.  Burrell 

THE  NEGRO'S  CHURCH.  By  Benjamin 
E.  Mays  and  Joseph  TV.  Nicholson.  The 
Institute  of  Social  and  Religious  Re¬ 
search,  New  York.  $2. 

This  book  is  a  very  considerable  advance 
in  the  study  of  Negro  life  in  one  of  its 
socially  most  interesting  and  important 
institutions.  The  forerunners  of  this 
study  were  the  Atlanta  University  social 
study  of  a  generation  ago,  edited  by  W. 
E.  B.  DuBois,  The  Negro  Church;  and, 
within  the  last  decade,  the  most  helpful 
descriptive  work,  The  History  of  the 
Negro  Church,  by  Carter  G.  Woodson. 
Now  we  have  a  definitive  and  analytical 
work,  based  upon  careful  statistical 
survey  of  both  urban  and  rural  churches. 

Such  topics  as  “The  Origins  of  the 
Negro  Church,”  “The  Negro  Ministry,” 
“The  Message  of  the  Minister,”  “The 


Program  of  the  Church,”  and  “Is  the 
Negro  Overchurched?”  are  carefully 
stated.  The  Negro  church  is  criticised  for 
overchurching,  for  a  serious  lack  of  train¬ 
ing  of  the  great  majority  of  Negro  min¬ 
isters,  and  for  the  heavy  economic  burdens 
assumed  by  congregations  who  are  now 
unable  to  cope  with  properties  purchased 
at  inflated  prices.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  enthusiastic  praise  for  the  social 
and  cultural  importance  of  the  Negro 
church,  for  the  increase  of  preparation 
for  young  men  entering  the  ministry,  and 
for  the  greater  socialization  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Church  to  meet  wider  re¬ 
ligious  needs. 

The  cities  studied  include  Detroit,  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  Baltimore,  Chicago,  Houston,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Atlanta,  and  Richmond.  The 
churches  vary  in  size  from  memberships 
of  230  average  in  New  Orleans  to  1,189 
average  in  Philadelphia. 

We  trust  the  book  will  help  guide  church 
leaders  toward  a  larger  and  better  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  church,  both  to  meet  the 
religious  needs  of  the  Negro  population 
and  to  further  interracial  goodwill  every¬ 
where. 

— W.  L.  Imes 

PREACHING  VALUES  OF  THE  OLD 
TESTAMENT  IN  THE  MODERN 
TRANSLATIONS.  By  Halford  Luccock, 
D.D.  The  Abingdon  Press,  New  York, 
N.  Y.  $2. 

Here  are  126  Old  Testament  texts  of  the 
newer  translations  dealt  with  in  brief, 
attention  arousing,  thought  stirring  para¬ 
graphs.  illustrated  in  vibrant,  pungent 
modern  ways  as  only  Dr.  Luccock  can  do 
it.  This  is  the  kind  of  a  help  for  dry 
preachers  which  one  is  proud  to  recom¬ 
mend.  If  these  pregnant  paragraphs  will 
not  stir  the  preacher’s  mind  into  pro¬ 
ducing  a  timely  sermon,  the  mind  is  past 
stirring. 

— W.  T.  H. 

PREACHING  AND  THE  SOCIAL  CRISIS. 
Edited  by  Q.  Bromley  Oxnam.  The 
Abingdon  Press,  New  York.  $1.50. 
Under  this  title,  the  president  of  DePauw 
University  has  assembled  in  one  volume 
12  lectures  recently  delivered  before  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology.  Very 
practical  problems  of  the  day  are  dealt 
with  :  socialism,  communism,  the  indus¬ 
trial  order,  the  economic  order,  the  race 
problem,  revolution,  the  social  gospel,  pro¬ 
hibition,  and  the  relation  of  the  Church 
and  the  minister  of  today  to  these  and 
other  problems.  With  much  which  is  here 
presented,  the  average  minister  will  not 
agree,  and  some  positions  advocated  he 
will  not  approve.  But  possible  trends  of 
the  times  he  is  foolish  to  ignore,  and  he 
can  do  much  to  guide  wisely  the  thinking 
of  his  people.  He  will  find  these  lectures 
enlightening  and  stimulating. 

— R.  L.  Clark,  Jr. 

MODERN  TENDENCIES  IN  WORLD  RE¬ 
LIGIONS.  By  Charles  Samuel  Braden. 
The  Macmillan  Co.,  New  York.  $2.50. 
An  interesting  and  informing  account  of 
some  of  the  changes  which  are  taking 
place  in  the  non-Christian  religions  of 
Asia,  partly  in  consequence  of  their  con¬ 
tact  with  Christianity,  but  equally  as  a 
result  of  the  “change  producing  factors" 
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ensen  began  his  pastorate  at  the  Shiloh- 
May  8Dy  ChUrch’  Minneapolis,  Minn., 

Monmouth  Phy.— Rev.  L.  Y.  Dillener,  for- 
nier  pastor  of  the  Eatontown,  N.  ,7., 
Church,  was  installed  at  the  Wright 
Memorial  Church,  Barnegat,  and  Forked 
River  Church.  May  9. — Rev.  T.  H  Amos' 
new  address  is  462  Convent  Ave  New 
lork  City. 

Muskogee  Phy.— Rev.  Fred  O.  Seamans 
resigned  from  the  First  Church.  Henry- 
etta,  Okla.,  Apr.  16.  His  address  is  131 
N.  Lewis  PI.,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Nebraska  City  Ply.— Rev.  Vaclav  Cejnar 
ceased  his  work  with  the  Board  of 
National  Missions  as  of  April  1st  His 
new  address  is  2106  S.  33rd  St..  Omaha. 
^eb-~Rev-  C.  B.  Cedar  was  installed 

at  the  First  Church.  Dunbar,  May  23. _ 

Rev.  C.  R.  Koontz  has  been  serving  the 
First  Presbyterian  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  churches  of  Blue  Springs 
since  Apr.  1. 

Neosho  Phi/.  Rev.  A.  C.  Bostwiek  became 
pastor  of  the  Waverly,  Kans.,  Church 
May  1.  ’ 

New  Castle  Phy. — Rev.  D.  C.  MacLeod 
has  accepted  a  call  to  the  Lower  Bran¬ 
dywine  Church.  Wilmington,  Del. 
Oklahoma  City  Phy. — First  and  Calvary 
Churches  of  Ardmore,  Okla,,  have  called 
Rev.  S.  D.  Crouch. 

Ozark  Phy. — Rev.  R.  B.  Shipman's  new 
address  is  2340  N.  Johnson  Ave.  Spring- 
field.  Mo. 

Paris  Phy.— Rev.  j.  h.  Burma.  D.D..  who 
has  been  president  of  Trinity  University 
foi  13  years,  will  become  pastor  of 
Central  Church.  Sherman,  Tex.  Sept  1 
Parkersburg  Phy.— Rev.  William  T.  Wood's 
new  address  is  Whitesville.  W.  Va. 
Pendleton  Phy. — Rev.  ,T.  E.  Walker  le- 
signed  from  the  Community  Church, 
Pilot  Rock,  Ore.,  .Tune  1.  Rev.  J.  F. 
Gibson  takes  up  the  work  in  addition 
to  his  churches  at  Stanfield  and  Ukiah. 
Phoenix  Phy.  Rev.  Theodore  Harer  was 
ordaiDed  at  the  Trinity  Church.  Tucson, 
May  14.  He  and  Mrs.  Harer  have  been 
commissioned  as  missionaries  to  Guate¬ 
mala  under  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions. 

Pittsburgh  Phy.— Rev.  Austin  V.  Hunter 
has  been  called  to  the  Neville  Island 
Church. 

Portland  Phy. — Rev.  E.  R.  D.  Hollensted 
lesigned  from  the  Springwater  group 
of  churches,  Estacada,  Ore..  Apr.  1. 
Rev.  Max  G.  Cook  succeeded  him. — Rev. 

E.  E.  Flint  resigned  from  the  Lake 
Grove  Community  Church,  Oswego 
Ore.,  Apr.  1. 

Providence  Phy. — Rev.  Carlos  M.  Whit¬ 
lock  is  stated  supply  of  the  First 
Church,  Framingham.  Mass. 

Riverside  Phy.— Rev.  C.  E.  Green  became 
pastor  of  the  First  Church,  Redlands 
Calif.,  May  16. 

Rochester  Phy.— Rev.  William  L.  Findlay 
pastor  of  the  First  Church.  Medina,  n! 

Y.,  has  been  appointed  stated  supply  of 
the  Knowlesville  Church  for  one  vear 
St.  Clairsville  Phy.— Rev.  E.  M.  Flanigan 
received  from  Princeton  Presbytery,  win' 
be  installed  as  pastor  of  Wheeling  Val¬ 
ley  Church.  Cadiz,  0„  and  the  Adena 
Church. 

St.  Joseph  Phy. — Rev.  Samuel  M.  Morrow 
resigned  from  the  Hodge  Church  Tren¬ 
ton,  Mo.,  Apr.  30. 

St.  Louis  Phy. — Rev.  Elias  Newman  was 
transferred  from  the  Presbytery  of  St. 

Louis  to  the  Lutheran  Synod  of  Mis¬ 
souri  to  take  up  work  with  the  Zion 
Society  for  Israel. 

St.  Paul  Phy. — Rev.  Crawford  McKibbin 
was  received  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Austin. — Rev.  Frank  Marticke  has  ac- 
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cepted  a  call  to  the  St.  Croix  Falls 
Wis.,  Church. 

San  Francisco  Phy.— Rev.  B.  B.  Knapp's 
address  is  336  S.  Palmetto  Ave.  Day¬ 
tona  Beach,  Fla. 

San  Joaquin  Phy. — Rev.  R.  S.  Nickerson's 
new  address  is  Lemoncove,  Cal. 
Shenango  Phy. — Rev.  Grant  E.  Fisher 
was  received  from  Blairsville  Pby 
Sioux  City  Phy.— Rev.  John  *M.  Bloom- 
quist  has  become  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  at  Alta  and  the  Riverside  Church 
at  Linn  Grove,  Iowa. — Rev.  W.  R.  Clyde. 
Jr.,  has  become  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  at  Paulina,  Iowa. 

Solomon  Phy. — First  Church,  Lincoln, 
ICans.,  dedicated  its  rebuilt  Building 
May  7.  The  former  building  was  almost 
completely  destroyed  by  fire  Oct.,  1932. 
Southeast  Florida .  Phy. — Rev.  G.  V.  Al¬ 
bertson  is  retiring  from  active  service 
as  Sunday  school  missionary. 

Southwest  Florida s  Phy. — Rev.  Henry  E. 
Hale,  III,  who  has  supplied  the  Punta 
Gorda,  Fla.,  Church  for  six  months 
was  called  to  be  pastor. — Rev.  G.  W. 
Benn’s  new  address  is  East  Maple  Ave  ’ 
Wildwood,  N.  J. 

Southwest  Oregon  Phy. — Rev.  Adolph  Hab- 
erly  was  received  from  Highland  Pres¬ 
bytery  and  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Beatty  dis¬ 
missed  to  Willamette  Presbytery. _ 

Rev.  James  Henrikson  has  received  a 
call  to  St.  Anthony,  Ida. — Rev.  Sidney 
Harris  resigned  from  Hope  Church 
Rogue  River,  Ore.,  June  1. 

Springfield  Phy. — Rev.  R.  L.  Fletcher  is 
now  serving  the  Bethlehem  Church, 
Decatur.  Ill.  His  address  is  F.  F.  R. 
No.  4,  Decatur,  Ill. 

Steuben  Phy.— Rev.  F.  E.  Bolster  closed 
his  work  at  the  First  Church  of  Ham- 
mondsport,  N.  Y..  April  23. 

Toledo  Phy. — Rev.  George  D.  Douglass’ 
new  address  is  306  16lh  Ave.,  N.  E 
St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

Tulsa  Phy.— Rev.  J.  W.  Willbanks  re¬ 
signed  from  the  First  Church  at  Shid- 
ler,  Okla,,  Apr.  30. 

Washington  Phy. — Rev.  J.  D.  Barnard 
has  been  called  by  East  Buffalo  Church. 

M  ashington,  Pa. — Rev.  Harrison  David¬ 
son  has  been  called  by  Windy  Gap 
Church,  Claysville,  Pa. — Rev.  ‘c.  L. 
McKee  resigned  after  25  years  in  mis¬ 
sion  work  and  12  as  Stated  Clerk. 
Washington  City  Phy. — Rev.  Walter  E. 
Price  was  received  from  Presbytery  of 
Redstone  and  is  serving  the  North- 
minster  Chapel.  Washington.  D.  C. 
Waterloo  Phy. — Rev.  Marcus  E.  Krotzer 
has  resigned  from  the  Conrad.  Iowa 
Church,  and  will  retire.  His  address  is 
Davenport.  Iowa. 

West  Jersey  Phy.— Rev.  O.  W.  Buschgen, 
D.D.,  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the 
Winonah,  N.  J.,  church. 

White  River  Phy. — Rev.  J.  T.  Douglas  is 
supplying  Gibson  Chapel,  Springfield 
Mo. 

White  Water  Phy. — Rev.  Miron  M.  Le- 
Count  has  been  serving  the  First 
Church,  Aurora.  Ind.,  since  May  1. 
Willamette  Phy. — The  new  church  at  Wal- 
terville,  Ore.,  dedicated  Apr.  2,  replaced 
one  destroyed  by  fire  July.  1932  The 
pastor  is  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Clark. 

Wooster  Phy.— Rev.  L.  E.  Holden  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Presbytery  of  Madison. 

..  'T‘  F'  MeUott  was  received  from 

the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  US  — 

Rev  Marcus  Grether  was  installed  at 
First  Church.  Mansfield.  O  Apr  07 
Yadkin  Phy.— Mr.  T.  R.  Fowlkes  was  or¬ 
dained  and  assigned  to  Allen’s  Temple 
and  Pittsburg  churches,  Cleveland.  N.PC. 
v anesvtlle  Phy. — Rev.  Francis  A.  Wilber 

CoaiumrbeusiVed  fr°m  the  PreSbyter-v  of 


Miscellaneous — Mr.  Gilbert  M.  McIntosh 
retired  foreign  missionary,  now  lives  at 
36  Warrior  Sq„  St.  Leonard,  Sussex 
England.  Miss  Vivian  Purves’  new 
address  is  Kemiah,  Ida. — Miss  Caroline 
b.  Johnson’s  address  is  care  Mrs.  Carrol! 
Carpenter.  615  Indiana  St.,  Oswego, 
Ivans.  Miss  Josephine  Bundy’s  address 
is  North  Vernon,  Ind. 


All  Around  the  Church 

Arizona — Miss  Swanette  Barth  and  Miss 
Craemer,  assistants  to  Dr.  Dirk  Lay,  are 
holding  vacation  church  schools  in  eight 
Indian  churches  of  which  Dr.  Lay  is 
supervisor.  Rev.  J.  T.  Hartman,  Sunday 
school  missionary,  is  promoting  seven 
such  schools.  Practically  all  Protestant 
churches  in  Tucson  are  cooperating  in 
two  schools  of  three  weeks  each  to  be 
held  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city. 

At  the  closing  exercises  of  the  45th 
year  of  Tucson  Indian  Training  School, 
Dr.  M.  L.  Girton,  superintendent,  pre¬ 
sented  diplomas  to  11  graduates  from 
the  8th  grade  and  one  from  high  school. 
The  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  B. 
Wrenn  Webb,  synod  executive. 

At  Kirkwood  Memorial  School,  Gan- 
ado,  there  were  seven  graduates  from 
senior  high  school  and  20  from  junior 
high.  Dr.  Webb  preached  the  baccalau¬ 
reate  sermon,  and  the  address  was 
given  by  Dr.  Stewart  McLennan,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Hollywood. 

Iowa — Rev.  John  F.  Hinkhouse,  D.D.,  for 
more  than  10  years  stated  clerk  of  the 
Synod  of  Iowa  and  for  longer  the  stated 
clerk  of  the  Dubuque  Presbytery,  died 
at  his  home  in  Wilton  Junction.  He 
was  ordained  in  Iowa  in  1886  and  spent 
his  entire  ministry  there.  Only  recently 
he  published  a  history  entitled.  One 
Hundred  Years  of  the  Iowa  Presbyterian 
Church.  Dr.  Hinkhouse  was  particularly 
interested  in  the  problems  of  the  rura' 
church. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Lester,  D.D.,  received  20 
members  into  his  church  at  Red  Oak 
at  Easter,  making  25  accessions  since  he 
began  work  there  Feb.  1. 

Kansas  The  Sixth  Annual  Oratorical 
Contest  for  the  Synod  dealt  with  for¬ 
eign  missions.  All  the  presbyteries  ex¬ 
cept  Neosho  selected  contestants  for  the 
synod  contest,  which  was  held  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  meeting  of  the  Clergy 
Club  at  the  College  of  Emporia,  May  i 
and  2.  First  place  was  won  by  Harriet 
Van  Zandt  of  the  First  Church  of 
Hutchinson,  Kans.,  who  spoke  on  “Are 
Foreign  Missions  Worth  the  Cost?" 
Second  place  was  won  by  Laura  Thomp¬ 
son  of  Horton,  Kans.,  and  third  place 
by  Mona  Sinclair  of  Caldwell. 

The  Clergy  Club's  discussions  were 
based  on  the  recent  government  report 
on  Recent  Social  Treuds,  made  by  the 
research  committee  appointed  by  former 
President  Hoover.  Prof.  R.  Norris  Mil¬ 
ler,  Ph.D.,  of  the  College  of  Emporia, 
was  elected  president  for  the  coming 
year. 

Montana — The  ministerial  associations  of 
Lethbridge.  Alberta,  Canada,  and  Great 
Falls,  Montana,  have  for  some  years  ar¬ 
ranged  an  annual  exchange  of  ministers 
to  cultivate  international  goodwill.  Rev. 

Vi  ard  Franklin  Boyd,  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  of  Great  Falls,  preached  in 
Lethbridge,  this  year,  and  Rev.  William 
E.  Ivelley,  pastor  of  St.  Andrew's 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Lethbridge  oc¬ 
cupied  the  First  Church  pulpit 
New  Jersey— Princeton  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  has  announced  [Turn  to  page  44 j 
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.  discovery,  economic  change, 

■  "sC1f  Nation  intellectual  change  and 
litica  interchange.”  The  viewpoint 
,turE  ,  is  somewhat  liberal.  There 
eologicai’y  1  errors:  “the  Yuan  Shih 
e  |®e  m1' 0  “Shanghai”  for  “Peking 
ai"  °“eP'“TTnite<l  Christian  Church”  for 
\ p-  \00’of  Christ”  on  p.  108.  “Syrian 
f  “American  University  on 
ollege  r°r  d  ome  grammatical  errors 
,89' 1C;  in  the  proof  reading  (pp.  97. 
5t  CalRMt  the  book  is  an  excellent  brief 
2D •  ®  n  nf  the  transformation  that  is 
«£••  religions  partly  ,M- 

Pm  a«>i™«‘rk,  e.  s,™ 


Missionary  Talks 


.  r  a\VS  Bit  Edgar  Sheffield 
tinman,  Ph  D.  The  Abingdon  Press, 

|Wpr?fessor2o5f°'  philosophy  of  Boston 
diversity  deals  with  ethics  as  a  science  . 

“/  .  natural  science  or  a  merely  descrip- 
1  one.  but  a  normative  science  of  Ideal 
.  inies  The  moral  life  is  to  him  the 
'I  /  life  and  goodness  is  not  a  mere 
Xiof’or  mom,  nor  merely  fulflll- 
aent  of  instinctive  needs,  but  rather  a 
of  our  social  behavior  and  our 
nstinctive  tendencies  by  rational  laws, 
he  book  is  a  clear,  logical  defense  of 
//son  in  which  the  moral  laws  are  of- 
ered  as  attempts  to  embody  these  quah- 
ies  in  an  ethical  theory.  After  five  chap- 
pro  of  general  discussion,  individual  chap- 
e  s  are  given  to  each  of  the  following 
aws  the  law  of  autonomy,  the  axio- 
oeicnl  law,  the  law  of  consequences,  the 
A  of  the  best  possible,  the  law  of  speci- 
ication.  the  law  of  the  most  exclusive 
>nd  the  law  of  ideal  control,  the  law  of 
individualism,  the  law  of  altruism,  the 
law  of  the  ideal  of  personality.  A  valu¬ 
able  book  for  students  of  philosophy  and 
alhloc  — W.  T.  H. 


EISTTRE  IN  THE  MODERN  WORLD. 
B11  C.  Delisle  Burns.  The  Century  Pub¬ 
lishing  Company,  New  York.  Price  $2.50. 

timely  volume  on  an  important,  but 
iglected  subject.  The  leisure  which  the 
ithor  discusses  is  not  that  of  the  leisure 
ass  as  commonly  understood.  It  is  a 
■w  type  produced  by  the  industrial  and 
onomic  changes  of  the  last  half  century 
id  which  has  become  the  possession  of 
ultitudes  who  work  for  a  living.  These 
langes  have  not  only  provided  more  spare 
me,  but  they  have  released  more  energy 
)  be  expended  in  it. 

Since  “leisure  is  the  seed  plot  of  civili- 
ition,”  as  Mr.  Burns  believes,  it  should 
e  studied  carefully  both  from  an  eco- 
omic  and  cultural  point  of  view.  The 
00k  stimulates  thinking  in  the  wise  use 
f  leisure  both  for  individual  and  public 
welfare. 


By  GEORGE  E 

Last  YEAR,  I  resolved 
to  study  the  reports  of  the 
Boards  in  order  to  be  able 
to  give  at  the  time  of  the 
church  offering,  in  three  or 
four  minutes,  some  human 
interest  story  of  achieve¬ 
ment  in  the  fields  of  mis¬ 
sions  or  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation.  We  omitted  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  announcements  and  sub¬ 
stituted  the  missionary  story  in  the 
time  usually  given  to  such  matters. 
(Since  we  have  stopped  making  an¬ 
nouncement  of  meetings  listed  in  the 
church  calendar,  it  has  dawned  on 
me  with  new  force  that  such  an¬ 
nouncements  are  useless  and  a  waste 
of  time  as  they  are  plainly  printed 
in  the  calendar.)  As  our  morning 
service  was  broadcast,  I  had  in  mind 
the  radio  audience,  and  in  imparting 
information  about  our  Presbyterian 
work,  I  stressed  only  those  facts 
which  would  be  interesting  to  Chris¬ 
tians  of  any  denomination.  After  a 
story  of  our  work  among  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Indians,  I  recall  an  appreciative 
letter  from  one  of  our  radio  audi¬ 
ence  enlarging  on  what  I  had  said. 
As  I  have  told  my  brother  ministers 
at  presbytery  and  synod,  those  short 
talks  certainly  made  the  Board  re¬ 
ports  more  interesting  to  me  than 
ever  before,  because  I  was  searching 
in  them  each  week  for  some  thrilling 
facts  of  Christian  achievement 
which  would  enlarge  the  religious 
horizon  of  my  audience. 


BEVANS,  D.D.* 


-C'.  J.  Culp 

UUAGE  THAT  PROPELS.  By  G.  Ray 
Jordan.  Cokesbury  Press,  Nashville, 
Venn.  $1. 

pteen  timely,  soul-stirring  messages 
lich  will  lift  drooping  chins  and 
engthen  wavering  wills  in  need  of  faith 
themselves  and  God.  The  author  is 
Stor  of  the  Wesley  Memorial  Church, 
gh  Point,  N.  C. 

— W.  T.  H. 

IE  LIVING  TEMPLE.  By  William  II. 
Dunphy.  Morehouse  Publishing  Co., 
Milwaukee.  $1.75. 

odeen  man  has  been  torn  from  his  roots 
God  and  in  the  Church,  and  the  result 
the  universal  chaos  and  misery  we  are 
>w  experiencing.  Much  of  our  present 
stress  has  come  because  of  the  attempt 
[  separate  the  Church  and  Christianity. 
Inisters  of  other  denominations  wili 
accept  the  distinction  of  the  author 


F  OR  some  months  I  have  changed 
my  plan  somewhat  and  vary  the 
brief  talk  before  the  offering  by 
giving  a  stewardship  presentation 
one  Sunday  and  a  missionary  story 
on  the  following  Sunday.  Concern¬ 
ing  the  Collection,  by  Dodd,  con¬ 
tains  most  suggestive  material  for 
brief  talks  about  stewardship.  Dr. 
Dodd,  a  noted  Baptist  minister  and 
college  president,  describes  his 
method  of  teaching  stewardship, 
which  is  continued  through  the  year, 
thereby  reaching  the  rank  and  file 
of  church  worshipers.  After  select¬ 
ing  a  stewardship  text,  he  makes  a 
brief  comment  on  the  thought  con¬ 


tained  therein,  following 
this  with  an  interesting 
story  about  giving,  and 
then  closes  with  a  brief 
stewardship  prayer.  He 
says  that  by  “keeping  the 
idea  of  stewardship  con¬ 
stantly  before  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  more  is  accomplished 
in  promoting  scriptural 
stewardship  than  is  done  in  any 
other  way.”  I  have  tried  Dr.  Dodd’s 
method,  using  the  stories  he  has 
gathered,  and  adapting  them  to  our 
church,  and  I  am  convinced  of  the 
ultimate  good  which  will  result. 

Dr.  SPEER’S  book,  Are  Foreign 
Missions  Done  For?  is  packed  full 
of  stimulating  missionary  facts,  and 
I  am  using  that  book  at  the  present 
time  for  missionary  material.  The 
following  quotation  illustrates  one 
way  of  presenting  the  missionary 
talk : 

“Friends,  I  want  to  share  with 
you  today  some  information  I  have 
gathered  about  our  world-wide 
Christian  task.  More  than  25,000 
new  members  a  year  are  received 
into  the  church  on  confession  of 
faith  in  Christ  by  our  Presbyterian 
foreign  missionaries.  This,  of 
course,  is  the  result  of  personal  wit¬ 
nessing  for  Christ  by  the  men  and 
women  who  have  gone  from  America 
to  tell  the  good  news  to  all  people. 
Their  native  helpers  share  in  the 
joy  of  the  Christian  testimony. 
Hundreds  of  missionaries  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  the  Christian  ie- 
ligion  in  schools.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  has  always  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  education,  and  our  mis¬ 
sion  stations  are  doing  the  same. 
Our  foreign  missionaries  are  in 
charge  of  2,293  schools,  langing 
from  120  kindergartens  to  6  col¬ 
leges  and  universities,  with  106,504 
students.  For  the  support  of  this 
educational  work,  our  Board  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions  contributes  about 
$600,000  a  year,  and  it  is  inspiring 
to  know  that  the  people  for  whom 
the  schools  are  conducted  in  foreign 
lands  contribute  about  $900,000. 
Let  us  keep  these  facts  in  mind  as 
we  present  at  this  time,  our  offering 
for  the  Lord’s  work  at  home  and 


J  ULctpt  Liic  UlO  11UV.1.1V*!  «*■  - - - 

ween  the  “Episcopal  historic  priest- 
)(3"  and  the  “Protestant  man-made  min- 
•y,”  but  the  book  serves  to  call  atten- 


■  out  me  dook  servfo  ^ 

“  to  the  place  and  potency  of  the 
fistian  Church  in  the  current  crisis. 

— E.  F.  Reimer 
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the  PRESBYTERIAN 


MAGAZINE 


A  Secure  Income 

{ ixA.  to  9  per  cent } 

To  you  and  your  dependents 

Regular 
Generous 
Guaranteed 
Unvarying 

Your  gift  on  the 

ANNUITY 
PLAN 

Will  provide  it  for  you  and  make 
you  a  partner  in  telling  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  world  about  Christ. 


ERNEST  F.  HALL,  Secretary 
DEPARTMENT  OF  ANNUITIES 
Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Arenue,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Please  send  full  informa¬ 
tion  about  your  annuity 
gift  plan. 

Name . 

Address . 


THE  “BIBLE  EXPOSITOR 
AND  ILLUMINATOR" 

An  Advance  Quarterly 
following  the 

Int.  Uniform  S.  S.  Lesson  Topics 
It  is  a  Treasury  of  Bible  Truth 
Price  30c  per  quarter— Four  quarters 
for  91.00 

Current  sarr  pie  lesson  or  a  sample  quar¬ 
terly  on  request 

Address: 

UNION  GOSPEL  PRESS 

Box  680  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


Blindness  Proves  Great  Blessing 

Inspiration  for  your  Church 

darkened  in  eyesight  since 
childhood.  Rev.  Jeff  Smith,  blfnd  evan 

fiJhf’tnRSTeen  used  of  God  t0  bring 

light  to  others.  Through  his  ministry 
thousands  have  been  won  to  Christ  He 
1*  a  university  graduate,  and  has  had 
ten  successful  years  as  an  evangelist. 

ph^lS  Wife’  a  returned  missionary  from 
China,  accompanies  him.  Together  they 
bring  spiritual  messages  in  song. 

w.in  be  in  the  New  England 

fngs  dThevg  th1  su™mer  to  hold  meet- 
Tle.Y  ask  for  no  guarantee 
Address  mail  to  Rev.  Jeff  Smith  iw 
Washington  Ave.,  Ft.  Worth  Texas 


All  Around  the  Chlirrh  lak®bed  in  southern 

v^llUIUU  northern  Modock  nr,u  a 


Jul 


% 


lZm  ZT  41  ]a  special  **  ^ieh 

nril  possibIe  the  beginning  of  a 

P  gram  of  physical  expansion.  The  old 
Miller  Chapel  will  be  remodeled  first 
and  a  new  organ  will  be  installed.  Dr 
Donald  McKenzie  of  Pittsburgh  has 
been  e.ected  to  the  chair  of  Riblical 
Theology  of  the  Seminary.  At  the  re- 
cent  commencement.  Dr.  W.  r,  McEwan 
Pittsburgh  gave  the  address.  Seventy- 
eight  degrees  were  awarded. 

orTh':,  JohP  Grier  Ilibben,  president 
SSS;*™  of  Pnnceton  University,  was 
an  automobile  accident  on  May 
73rti  3'  Pr-  G'bben.  who  was  in  his 
n  -year’  retired  from  the  presidency 
of  Princeton  University  last  June — an 
office  which  he  had  held  for  20  years. 
He  graduated  from  Princeton  in  188° 
from  Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
in  1887,  and  was  ordained  to  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  ministry.  After  four  years  as 
pastor  of  the  Falling  Spring  Church  at 
Chambersburg.  Pa..  Dr.  Ilibben  returned 
to  Princeton  in  the  department  of  phi! 
osophy,  where  he  taught  21  years  be- 
fore  becoming  president  of  the  Univer- 
sity.  He  was  widely  interested  in  civic 
as  well  as  academic  affairs 
New  Port— Dr.  .T.  V.  Moldenhawer,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church.  New  York,  will 
occupy  the  pulpit  of  Immanuel  Church 
Dos  Angeles,  two  Sundays  in  July  while 
he  is  in  California  to  speak  at  the  synod 
meeting.  Dr.  Herbert  Rooth  Smith 
pastor  of  Immanuel  Church,  will  preach 
two  Sundays  in  First  Church,  New 
York,  during  August. 

To  economize,  it  has  been  decided  to 
combine  the  two  sessions  of  the  1933 
Summer  School  at  Auburn  Theological 
>  eminary  into  one  term.  June  26- July 
,  '  '  find  diplomas  were  awarded 

graduates  of  Auburn 
Theological  Seminary  and  School  of  Re- 

Sa  1  rati°n  at  th0  commencement 

r,Pb® sTMeth  anniversary  of  Bethany 
J'  ”  h-  New  1  ork  Pity,  was  observed 
^om  May  ,  to  14.  Rev.  Harlan  G 

0/  New  v  Sta'ed  clerk  emeritus.' 

of  New  York  Presbytery.  Rev  Theo- 

dore  F.  Savage.  Rev.  Maitland  Bartlett, 
d.d„  and  Rev.  Archibald  S.  Van  Orden 
took  part  in  the  services.  Dr.  David  R 
V\yhe  the  pastor,  was  presented  with 
a  doctor  of  divinity  robe  on  behalf  of 
the  congregation. 

North  CaroHnar— Dr.  H.  U.  McCrorev 
president  of  Johnson  C.  Smith  TTniver- 
, 'ty'  Ghar'otte>  N-  C.,  was  a  delegate 

WoHd  All  Quadrennial  Meeting  of  the 
rr  ,J.d  An,ance  Of  Reformed  Churches 
Holding  the  Presbyterian  System  which 
met  June  21  to  28  m  Belfast,  Ireland 
He  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  McCrorev 
“  WaTS.a  delegate  to  the  Conference 
of  the  International  Union  of  Women's 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Socie- 

Churches  Presbyteriau  and  Reformed 

As  part  of  their  constructive  reform 
movement  which  has  been  going  on  for 
four  years,  Catawaba  and  fadkln  Pres 
lyteries  have  been  regrouping  and  con- 

The' v  nrS  C,hurC.hes  witbin  thfir  bounds. 

Tradd  StrP  enning  t0  merge  Br°ad  and 
/’  dd  Street  churches  in  Statesville 

T°r  tbe,Se  ctmrehes  were  originally  one! 

me  Street  and  Groveland  churches  in 
Durham  are  also  to  be  united. 

°7, ?~J.hlrty  new  members  united  with 
tbe  Jfirst  Ch"rch’  Napoleon,  on  Easter 
thf  annual  congregational  meetings' 

Rev.  Andrew  M.  Lowry,  the  pastor  an 
nounced  that  his  March  salary  would 

t  ni'C1:!:0"  t0  next  year-s  bud 
fnn’o  e,n  b  1  g  the  congregation  to  bal- 

hfnk  *  ^6arS  bud"et.  although  the 
banks  lemained  clos6d. 

Ore.qon— Some  years  ago  the  Department 
County  Life  took  over  an  old  dry 


-  in  southern  Kiatn  , 
northern  Modock  and  Siskiv!  a#l 

on  the  Oregon-California  ,  % 

are  100.000  acres  in  this  hu, 
one  church  was  ministering  7  ■ 
of  the  people.  The  lake  bed  if 
opened  up  to  settlement  7 H 
fruitful,  especially  for  certain', i 
agriculture.  Sheep  and  catfij 
the  growing  of  alfalfa  and  potJ 
the  chief  industries.  The 
has  been  growing  very  rnni^ 
Home  Missions  Council'  0f  Oril 
aside,  on  the  request  of  the  1 4 
ecutive,  this  territory  as  the? 
charge  of  the  Presbyterian 
Since  taking  over  the  admiJ 
of  the  parish  we  have  renaiJ 
manse  at  Merrill,  bought  the  oil 
odist  church  and  moved  it  to  til 
lot  with  the  Presbyterian  Ch  I 
joined  the  two,  making  an  cTl 
and  social  room  which  was ' 
needed  for  the  Merrill  Church  1 
new  church  and  manse  has  been 
at  Malm.  A  second  new  churl 
.lust  been  completed  at  Tule 
new  station  on  the  Great  xj 
railroad  in  the  heart  of  the  j,J 
district.  Two  additional  Sunday 
are  cared  for  by  the  pastors,  tk 
Stanley  Jewell,  superintendent 
parish,  and  the  Rev.  H  L  ff,'] 
Easter  Sunday  services  were 
m  all  the  churches  and  a  total  1 
<00  people  attended  the  various 
ings.  This  parish  demonstrated 
can  be  accomplished  when  one  iJ 
nation  is  given  the  right  of  wav] 
velop  the  work  and  responsibiliif 
Tennessee —Rev.  E.  E.  Gabbard 
welcomed  57  new  members  aJ 
Dzed  u  babies  on  Easter.  The 
Rook  of  the  church,  distribuJ 
Sunday,  contained  a  message  fnl 
pastor,  statement  from  the  J 

17"!'  ■eaders,  an  orgn.m 
chart  showing  goals  for  the  m 
a  complete  membership  roll 
MisceJlaneous—The  Federal  '  CoS 
Churches  of  Christ  in  Ameria 
nounces  that  the  United  Chur 
Canada  has  become  affiliated  wit 
Council.  This  is  the  first  eeclesii 

",7°“  ?  the  nnited  Stales 
tablish  this  connection.  The  Coi 
Commission  on  International 
and  Goodwill  during  May  pnblisl 
pamphlet,  “Men  Conquer  Guns," 
cel  lent  study  of  disarmament  wb 
particularly  suitable  for  church 
groups. 

Dr.  Robert  M.  Hopkins,  general 
fary  of  the  World’s  Sunday  Scho 
sociation.  who  recently  returned 
an  official  visit  to  Egypt,  Syria, 
tine  and  Greece,  reports  that  wb 
trenchments  have  had  to  be  mad 
work  is  going  on  with  marked  pre 
'g.t  pt  has  600  Sunday  schools  wi 
enrollment  of  45,750.  Palestine 
Syria  have  185  schools  with  am 
ment  of  18.485.  The  latter  represf 
increase  of  150  per  cent  in  10  ve 
The  Board  of  Christian  Edu 
announces  that  Rev.  E.  P.  We 
bas .  b??n  designated  as  direct 
men  s  Work  and  Stewardship  an< 

Miss  Mary  Amelia  Steer,  here 
director  of  Woman’s  Work  b< 
also  director  of  Stewardsbll 
tv  omen.  Inquiries  regarding  Stf 
~bip  may  be  addressed  to  eitb 
"  Raerspoon  Building,  Phiiadelph 
Among  the  missionaries  of  the 
b.vterian  Board  of  National  Mi 
?qq°o  were  lionorably  retired  on  M 
-1933,  is  the  Rev.  Fred  G  Mifebel 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century  missi 
°n  tbe  Navajo  Indian  reservaf 
the  Southwest.  Mr.  Mitchell  begi 

^V°rin<^evange!ization  among  this 
in  lJOo,  laying  the  foundation 
Ganado  Mission.  He  will  conlini 
residence  at  Indian  Weils  Ariz. 


maultants  in  Surgery: 
j.  B.  Wheeler,  M.  D. 

B  p.  Adams 


n  ft  liaJk^ 

Green  Mountain  Sanatorium 


244  Pearl  Street 

BURLINGTON,  VERMONT 

Thos.  E.  Hays,  Medical  Director 

TELEPHONE  1711 

Complete  Physical  Therapy  Department 

Turkish^  Russian  Baths,  Hydrotherapy,  Massage,  Vibratory  Massage,  Correction  of  Posture 
Diathermy,  Ultra  Violet  Ray,  Infra  Red  Ray,  Radiant  Light 


Consultants  in  Medicine 
C.  H.  Beecher,  M.  D, 
J.  H.  Dodds,  M.  D. 


30,  1933. 

iy  ie.tr  Dr.  Speer, 

the  neaiing  of  .this.-  r.apsr  will  show  you  where 
I  am  staying  for  treatment  of  my  joints-  knees  , shoulder? 
lingers.  I  can’t  hold  a  pen  so  the  writing  is  done  for 
me  by  my  nurse. 

I  wanted  you  to  know  that  since  coming  here  net 
withstanding  my  disability  I  have  completed  one  careful 
reading  cf  your  stone  Lectures. I  think  you  have  made  a 

5 rable Vindication  of  the  original, 
er e.a.i ul ,  _ii d  only  ospel  of  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ.  It 
nas  strengthened  my  own  faith  .md  will  that  of  many 
others.  Tdis  book  alone  makes  asufficient  reply  tc  the 

daymen's  Report, though  prepared  in  advance  of  that  report 
I  hoys  it  may  be  read  by  the  members  cf  that  report  and 
particularly  by  f?r.  Hocking,  I  also  greatly  desire  that  . 
it  may  be  read  .uch  in  Tlorthfield  and  by  all  teachers  of 
those  schools. 


^er  C.E.J, 


Cordially  veurs, 
H, W. Rankin 
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Central  Are* 

L.  H.  Seager,  D.  D.,  LL.  D 


It  Mars 
Iowa 


Eastern  Area 

M.  T.  Maze,  D.  D. 

Third  and  Rally  Sts- 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

East  Central  Area 

J.  F.  Dunlap,  D.  D. 

11711  Cromwell  Ave.,  S.  E. 
Cleveland,  Ohio 


S.  C.  Breylogel,  Bishop  Emeritus,  836  Center  Ave.,  Reading,  Pa. 
yS.  P.  Spreng,  Bishop  Emeritus,  146  N.  Columbia  Ave.,  Naperville,  III. 


BOARD  OF  BISHOPS 

of  the  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH 


South  West  Area 

J.  S.  Stamm,  M.  A.,  D.  D. 

3330  Agnes  Street 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

North  West  Area 

G.  E.  Epp,  D.  D. 

10223  Park  Heights  Road 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

European  Area 

S.  J.  (Jmbreit,  D.  D. 

Kaiser  Frlederich  Strasse  87 
Charlottenburg,  Berlin,  Germany 


August  7,1933. 


Dr.  Robert  E.S-noer 
156  Fifth®  Avenue 
Kw  York. 


My  Dear  Doctor  Sneer 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  remember  me 
or  hot — we  have  met  often  at  Federal  Council  meetings ,nnd 
feel  I  must  write  you  a  line  to  express  my  feeling  of  gratitude 
to  you  personally  for  your  greet  work  entitled  "The  Finality  of 
Jesus  Christ” , which  I  hove  just  finished  reading .You  h"ve  done 
the  cause  of  Missions  and  the  cause  of  true  Christianity  a.  very 
great  .timely  service  by  this  thorough  going, pa ins taking  pre¬ 
sentation  of  an  important-I  should  say  absolutely  vital  -subject 
You  have  met  the  issue  forced  unon  us  b#  "Re-Thinking  Missions" 
ina  brave. and  thrpough  manner.  f 


I  am  a.mazed  at  the  research  which  your  work  shows, and  am 
delighted  with  the  absolutely  unanswerable  argument  which  you 
presnt, based  upon  facts, not  theories .upon  the  testimony  volumin¬ 
ous  'and  varied, of  the  men  who  have  been  on  the  firing  line  for 
more  than  a  century  of  heroic , sacrificial  .but  intelligent  as 
well  as  devoted  service  for  the  kingdom  of  Cod. 

Thank  you, Doctor  3  eer  1  You  have  done  a  most  outstanding 
service  in  this  truly  remarkable  survey  of  Christian  Missions, 
their  problems , their  difficulties  and  their  ideals. And  you  are 
the  man  to  do  it .You  nre  one  the  other  side  will  listen  to  and 
respect.  They  cant  turn  you  down  with  a  v/ave  of  the  hand  1  This 
is  not  flattery, but  sincere  and  honest  recognition  .If  this 
will  help  even  a  little  to  encourage  you  in  your  sa±x  stand, I 
shall  be  glad.  And  be  addured  that  I  am  expressing  the  senti¬ 
ment  and  attitude  of  the  entire  Evangelical  Church  and  its 
leader ship. -I  know  this  without  asking  them. 

With  best  wishes  and  pxyKxx  prayers  for  your  continued 
success  in  a  great  cause. 


Yours  in  Christ, 


'/'fiAAtAf 

7- 


Samuearl  P. Spreng 
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EXTENSION  AND  ENLISTMENT  WORK  FOR 
THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL,  B.Y.P.U.,  DAILY 
VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL;  STATI  STIC  S  ,  ETC. 


BOOKSELLERS  AND 

DEALERSIN  CHURCH,  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 
B.Y.P.U.  SUPPLIES 


PUB 

b.y.p-u- 


USHERS:  SUNDAY  SCHOOL, 
MISSION  PERIODICALS;  BOOKS, 
tracts.  ETC. 


Sunday  School  Board 

:  |_jb  o  : 

OF  THE 

Southern  Baptist  Convention 

i.j.van  N ESS,  Executive  Secretary 

book  editorial  rooms  B*St*W*M*,  TENTS. 

JOHN  L.  HILL 

August  16,  1953 
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Dr,  Robert  E.  Speer, 

c/o  Fleming  H,  Revell  Company , 

Rew  York,  U.  Y. 

Dear  Dr,  Speer: 

tie  are  sending  herewith  review 


of  your  book  as  it  appears  in  our 
September  issue  of  The  Teacher  (cir¬ 
culation,  68,200). 


Sincerely  yours, 


Book  Editor. 


THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS 
CHRIST 

By  Robert  E.  Speer. 
Revell.  $ 3.00 


Of  the  eighteen  helpful 
.books  that  have  come  from 
the  pen  of  this  great  servant 
of  Jesus,  this  volume  is  his 
greatest.  The  title  as  well 
as  the  treatment  would  indi¬ 
cate  that  Dr.  Speer  regards 
it  as  his  masterpiece.  At  the 
outset  the  prospective  reader 
must  be  advised  that  this  is 
not  a  book  of  essays ;  it  is  a  collection  of  real  lectures, 
five  in  number  and  covering  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  non-space-padded  pages,  which  were  delivered  at 
Princeton  and  at  Louisville.  The  thesis  of  the  hook  is 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  God  and  the  Son  of  God,  the  full  and 
final  revelation  of  the  Father,  the  One  Saviour  from  sin 
and  the  One  Answer  to  all  the  need  of  the  world.  Lec¬ 
tures  one  and  two  show  that  early  Christians  manifested 
this  view  of  Christ  in  both  their  positive  affirmations  and 
their  attitude  toward  non-Christian  religions.  The  thiid 
lecture  shows  that  it  was  this  conception  of  Christ  that 
generated  and  sustained  the  expansion  of  Christianity. 
These  three  lectures  are  historical  and  are  literally  crowded 
with  carefully  documented  evidence.  The  last  two  lectures 
are  strictly  apologetic,  but  none  the  less  convincing  as  they 
show  that  such  a  view  of  Christ  today  is  not  only  possible 
but  essential,  and  that  Christianity,  original  and  authentic, 
is  incommensurable  and  alone  and  not  to  be  compared  with 
other  religions.  IIow  Doctor  Speer  magnifies  the  Christ! 
We  see  no  necessity  for  another  volume  on  this  subject; 
we  do  believe,  however,  that  every  preacher  and  teacher  of 
the  gospel  should  own  a  copy  of  this  one. 
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Augus  t  13,19 


Hy  dear  Mr*  Rankin* 


.  _ 


I  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  book  "Finality  of 
j  :sas  Christ, i?  by  Robert  E*  Speer,  which  :••&*  sent  a®  fro®  the  Publisher 
with  your  coapl&aanto. 


orir 


I  an  indeed  very  grateful  for  this  favor,  and  while  I  have 
b«t  fciae  to  r'ead  only  a  mall  portion  oi  the  Look,  I  have  found  it  very  interest¬ 
ing,  thorough  in  the  «,reataent  of  the  subject,  fearless  in  the  statmt  of  the 
logical  exclusion*  he  draws  from  the  text*  of  the  Apostolic  Father*,  It  is 
n-  aaali.  coapliiaeu i  to  say,  but  it  deserves  to  bo  *  aid,  that  a  Catholic  Theologian 
could  now  be  more  orthodox  than  Dr,  Robert  Spier. 


t  m  4  *■  :lfi  xn  :,il&  mvl€  t*d^/  &  healthy  interest  in  the  person  of 

,;C3UC  -hriot,  which  is  hound  to  produce  ao*e  fruit.  The  dMaloatiag  influence 
01  Ifhur  OritL.oi»,  so  called,  is  waning  and  we  cos  only  thank  Sod  for  it.  y>u 
r&nit-Mabcir  */»e  nast*&  that  •  ere-  so  proainenb  fco  years  ago,  gsnerall*  branded  by 

'•:b?  tkLnlcs  oi  ihosB  *v*i*maB  today  except  as  odditis* 

*  V'J  '  f  be  fovad  »oaa  Smithsonian  InsUtmte.  One  being  is  ever- 

U  *:infly  *°^r**t  ^  ^rd  J-8US  Christ!  because  everlasting  God  Hlaaelf, 

H*  is  the  P«rf«et  acid  "final*  Revelation  of  Ood  to  m,  * 


H  .  A  an  opportunity  when  I  say  be  able  bo  shove  you  ay  deep 

Zg  y0ar  1  P‘*r  <**»«o  blessing  w  be  with  yon,  and 


c 


Gratefully  yours  , 


(Signed)  v.  Hi colic, 

,ive 


1  -*• 


-.jor 


v._.. 


’H) 

1 .  '  rU  ttton 


'/  4  /— .V-„,  , 


V-  .  v* 


&  4>  , 


tmiom 

mwmz  mm  -/  <,  ^  . 


''I?-* 


ta££u*8  ^tr;'  xas  ,  -;• 


'•l  '!"•*' tie  cut*  ;£socf  ‘w  '4  le-w  jj..  a,-  c't i 

vwtatXdto4*  0.«:  •  .’*  -tl  «?£•  •  ■■&*  am  Hol>v.<  tmqti  ,t  atncfetf  ytf  « ^tJhcd®  aes.  c 

»**rte ntXqsod  xwc  aU- 


**■*&  1  !te  X'u:  ,'fov*  I  !  -.1  -tt-'l  JjB'i*  *•$.  to  ns  1 

til  to  i  aa*r, \*  stab'  I  ,3ico..  .  n&Jft'.-.sq  II*m  ..-  *£ik  to:rt  oi  >jai 

*rf--  '-:J  ***#ra*Aa<  -tri-J  a  *r  fe*'  *<.<  U  u  ntfantf  *fi3  at  ri  «m J  fvr 

"1  \d:  :  •!£§«*  «an}l  xt>  ■  -.•.•* :  a«sxb  nt  saoiiirloxio'9  Is©^ 

mijgOjte-'KP-  *iItvV  -‘0  *  ?j»d  ,0.t:.-  »•  *  SVXf  ,v.ts>  Oi?  ZL?Sk'  t 

.uo  <#  $*=:.•> .  .  ♦  :•!  robot^x©  S’tos  acf  *ea  bJkc* 


"to  mm  q  »i.-j  ax  a  -wro  at  •••  ••  &.£?«*  v  at  *wif? 

-83txi  **»&«•«.>  „y  a  r  or  •  fciaKKf  f  i  dot,to  ItriO  ea. 

-  -  U>-  3l«8i^  %!«&  !'"^0  *s  *:  :li  Jtt  it  r.>.7>XIas  C3  ,«2|t*jKfi'l0  i. 

V  *>••• !  ">ru-:  t llfiHW;,  u  sx^v;  tfasainc-K  oe  .*»••:.»•  &,.»©«  ■•.-■.♦  x  rjr. 

«$»  -«••  •  t»  o,t  *tirr«a^«  «  <ntf  ic  •»>,atri^  «d  tc/ stcnsooB*  as  y  >  . 

-*<**»  fit  tjolftoT  .*rfz0  .zMJte  :!  a»tacadit«B  ectoa  at  bwol  jri^ta  s^oocf  t  . 
,tX»«j8iJ!  r>©£  •„ •efiaae*-.'  ji  Jb  tO  aim  T.  h  xx;C  i*«rsbc«*  \Zi-al:  • 

*m&  a<  tor.  lo  noit^Iwoa  •)/*.••-  tsftlxoq  a^f  r<t  /• 

feefo  mr<  v;«,i  .  c,£cto  o<f  ^  X  *»jf  ^tisj^Toqqo  aa  ^al$ik  A 
fi>0®  ,*MX  ><i  -hx  siftXae..-<>X-;  •;  *ft#D  i  v'tV.  «^iq  I  ,«q-  alctX  :c  a?  incite ^ 

tnt«TOc  o.  % 

• 

trowx  ylli/iwtflxO 
«sU«otV  .?  {b.ar  .!?) 


^mRefrarb  Cijmtmn  Church 

^Rartsas  City,  (JHiseouri 
flapfyacl  jMarfooob  jHillcr,  jHmtsier 


isss 


(p- 


September  20,  1933 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Board,  of  Foreign  Missions 
Presbyterian  Church 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  have  delayed  over  long  acknowledging  my 
debt  to  you  for  your  book  "The  Finality  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

After  the  publication  of  "The  Laymen’s 
inquiry"  1  waited  impatiently  for  some  pro¬ 
nouncement  from  the  leaders  of  our  own  de¬ 
nominational  Missionary  Society.  I  read 
your  appraisal  of  ‘The  Laymen’s  Report  in 
"The  Missionary  Review,"  and  was  reassured. 
Then  I  secured  your  book. 

"The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ"  is  compelling 
and  sustaining  to  me  because  it  is  not  an 
argument  for  a  prejudice,  even  a  oenevolent 
prejudice,  but  rather  the  summing  up  of  your 
own  life  study  and  experience  and  witness, 

I  have  used  your  book  as  the  source  supply 
for  sermons  and  addresses. 

I  wish  I  might  make  your  testimony  effective 
in  the  convictions  and  lives  of  many  people. 


^j^T^rely^our/a^  /}  * 


t/C.PX.  0 


RHIvijR 


R.  H.  Miller 


pgHABlLlTATION  BUREAU 


NEW  YORK  STATE  EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT 
VOCATIONAL  AND  EXTENSION  EDUCATION  DIVISION 
ALBANY 


September  22,  1955. 
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Dr.  Robert  E.  Speers,  Secretary- 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 

My  dear  Dr.  Speers :- 


I  finished  reading  last  night  your  late  book,  "The 
Finality  of  Jesus  Christ",  and  I  write  to  express  my  great 
appreciation  of  what  to  me  is  a  monumental  work.  I  have  been 
reading  it  slowly  and  attentively  for  some  weeks  and  realize 

that  it  is  the  fruit  of  your  long  life  of  study,  observation, 
travel,  and  research. 


I  quite  fully  agree  with  you  that  Christ  is  the  sub¬ 
stance,  meaning,  value  and  redemptive  power  which  Christianity 
-.as  to  offer  to  the  world.  If  Christ  were  only  a  prophet  and 
to  be  ranked  with  founders  of  other  religions,  we  would  have 
an  insufficient  motive  and  reason  for  foreign  missions,  and 
Christianity  would  become  nothing  more  than  an  ethnic  religion. 

hope  that  your  book  will  have  a  wide  reading  not  only  by 
ministers  but  also  among  laymen  of  intelligence.  I  spoke  to  a 
number  of  ministers  about  it  at  the  Presbytery  meeting  on 

i.  U  6  S  Q  Q,V  • 


During  the  past  twenty  years  in  different  parts  of  our 
country  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  many  of  our  Presbyterian  ministers, 
as  well  as  those  o,  other  communions,  have  become  ineffective  in 

?r+erMng  ?TUSe  °f  a  lack  of  finn  intellectual  and  moral 
grip  of  the  great  truth  which  you  set  forth  in  this  book.  Many 

T  ln  th6^r  a^te“pt  to  be  brief,  bright,  and  contemporary 
P  y  _ip  service  to  Jesus  as  sort  of  an  adornment  to  their 
sermons;  but  they  do  not  fundamentally  interpret  him  to  people  in 
relationship  to  the  permanent  and  ever  recurring  needs* of  our 
human  nature. 

Wanc?0  J+am-??VSd  c°  !rite  y°U  letter  °f  co^endation  also 

because  it  will  be  forty-one  years  in  October  since  I  first  met 

you  in  Auburn  at  the  meeting  of  the  Missionary  Alliance  of  the 

eminanes.  1  chanced  to  be  on  the  program  of  one  of  the  section 

meetings  with  you  one  day,  and  from  that  time  since  I  have  watched 

your  unfolding  career  in  the  service  of  the  Kingdom.  It  has  been 

T  Pleasure  to  hear  TOO  a  number  of  times  and  to  read  several  of 
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Dr.  Robert  E.  Speers 
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your  books, 
Christ"  is  a 
service. 


-  ■  -  *";;**•*  “ 

suitable  climax  to  these  long  yetiia 


Cordially  and  fraternally  yours. 


L:LB 


Brief  Book  Revic 


SNAPSHOTS  FROM  THE  BIBLE 

By  JOHN  R.  GUNN 
Price,  $1.50 

Review  by  Rev.  F.  C.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Charleston, 

,  ,5s 

propel  applications.  helpful  sug- 

“‘S  ^  S  tLmTgold  mine  o<  spiritual 

rSt°mo,  Scripture*4 

meaSctic8aT  aTheS iUusUaUons 1  are  good  'and'  most 

“PPl'CtS!Lo™^ 

°»"nt  to  lap  .l,e  book  down.  I  wonld  most  heart- 

who  have  never  accepted  Christ,  by  reading  it. 
would  be  led  to  salvation,  righteousness,  and 

1  THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST 

By  ROBERT  E.  SPEER 
Price,  $3.00 

Review  by  Rev.  J.  Layton  Mauze,  D.  D.,  Kansas 

“Anything0' from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Speer  is  well 
reading.  The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
his  latest,  and’ perhaps  his  greatest  work.  It  con¬ 
sists  of  his  Stone  Lectures,  Princeton,  193^3L  the 
lectures  are  a  notable  apologetic  for  the  deity  of 
Christ  the  uniqueness  of  Christianity  among  t 
“h»  iaulions  of  the  world.,  and  the  X 

sion  for  world  evangelization.  To  his  tasu  me 
author  brings  the  results  of  wide  reading,  pro 
found  study,  and  the  rich  experience  of  forty  years 
service  as  a  ‘renowned  missionary  statesman  and 
administrator.’  Dr.  Speer  wastes  no  time son thmgs 

™w"wVm  eeeeS  The 

book  should  be  owned  and  carefully  studied  by 
every  minister  and  all  Christian  leaders.” 

STUDIES  IN  THEMIN^Tr7 OF  OUR  LORD 

By  REV.  H.  F.  B.  MACKAY 

Price,  $2.00 

Review  by  Rev.  Flournoy  Shepperson,  D.  D., 

“Thwe11  studies  in  the  first  of  a  series  in  khe 
‘Ministry  of  our  Lord’  carry ^  the  reader  as  far 
the  Transfiguration.  The  author  of  this  ser 
tainlv  has  a  genius  in  writing  narratives,  he  causes 
Se  cyha?aetegre.  especially  the  disciples  and  them 
Lord,  to  stand  out  in  a  very  real  way  The  nar 
rative  style  makes  every  scene  and  every  char 
acter  very  familiar  and  very  interesting.  The  book 
not  only  holds  your  interest  but  nistructs  you 
to  geography  history,  interpretation,  and  theology. 
Th!  sl  ung  of  each  scene  and  story  is  given  in 
such  a  superb  way  that  you  are  fascinated  and 
charmed  with  the  author's  intimate  knowiedgeot 

the  customs  and  peoples  ot  the  land  A  erni ng 
the  book  there  is  the  orthodox  note  concerning 

the  person  of  our  Lord. _ _ _ _ 
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The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ 


By  Robert  E.  Speer 

The  L.  P.  Stone  Lectures  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  and  the  Gay  Lectures 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary ,  1932-1933 


A  REVIEW  BY  HOWARD  B.  GROSE 
T  IS  positively  refreshing  in 
these  days  of  doubt  to  keep 
company  with  a  man  who  believes 
something  and  believes  it  intensely. 
Dr.  Speer  is  that  type  of  man,  and 
in  this  magnum  opus  he  has  massed 
the  facts  and  arguments  which 
buttress  his  life  beliefs. 

Dr.  Speer  states  his  position 
unmistakably  in  the  opening  sen¬ 
tences  of  the  preface  as  follows: 

It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  the  cen¬ 
tral  thing  in  Christianity  is  Christ. 
Christ  is  not  only  the  centre.  He  is 
also  the  beginning  and  the  end.  He  is 
all  in  all.  ...  To  the  thought  of  the 
early  Church  Jesus  Christ  was  the  Son 
of  God,  the  full  and  final  revelation 
of  the  Father,  the  One  Lord  and 
Saviour.  And  He  was  also  the  most 
real  life  of  that  early  Church,  a  power 
of  joy  and  purity  and  love,  the  bond  of 
a  new  fellowship,  the  head  of  a  new 
society,  the  Light  of  a  new  day.  .  .  . 
This  book  is  an  attempt  to  set  Him 
forth  afresh  as  the  early  Church  knew 
9im  and  as  He  has  been  known  and 
made  known  by  the  men  who  through¬ 
out  the  centuries  have  carried  forward 
the  primitive  and  authentic  tradition. 

•  •  .  If  there  were  any  words  that 
one  could  use  or  any  mode  of  approach 
to  this  one  supreme  issue  which  would 
more  highly  exalt  Jesus  Christ  or  make 
more  clear  and  vivid  the  faith  that  He 
ls  God  and  the  Son  of  God,  not  to  be 
classified  in  any  human  category,  and 
the  One  Saviour  from  sin  and  the  One 
Answer  to  all  the  need  of  the  world,  the 
"nter  would  use  those  words  and 
pursue  that  approach.  To  us,  Jesus 

11  ist  did  not  come  to  found  a  religion. 
e  Cdme  to  be  the  Life  and  Light  and 
°rd  of  man.  The  Christianity  which 
»  U ?  rePresents  Him  is  not  a  religion. 

18  n°t  a  human  search  for  God  or 
T'cst  for  truth.  It  is  the  supernatural, 


self-revelation  of  God  Himself,  open¬ 
ing  all  truth  to  the  faith  and  obedience 
of  man. ..  .  .  All  the  Questions  of  men 
are  answered  in  Christ.  All  the  striv¬ 
ings  of  men  are  fulfilled  in  Him.  All 
other  lords  must  give  way  to  the  One 
Lord,  because  He  is  the  Way  and  the 
Truth  and  the  Life.  If  at  any  time 
Christianity  is  spoken  of  in  these 
chapters  as  though  it  were  a  religion 
to  be  compared  with  other  religions, 
that  has  been  only  concession  to 
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The  author  paints  in  vivid  colors 
the  sorrows  of  mankind. 

He  narrates  the  various  ways  of 
meeting  them.  Then  vitally,  and 
with  original  spiritual  power,  he 
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common  forms  of  speech.  Christi¬ 
anity,  in  its  original  and  authentic 
form,  is  not  to  be  thus  classified.  It 
is  incommensurable  and  alone,  like 
Christ,  who  is  the  First  and  the  Last  of 
it  and  of  all  things,  the  Only  One. 

The  five  lectures  which  fill  the 
solid  volume  of  386  pages  are 
simply  the  enlargement  and  expo¬ 
sition  of  this  thesis.  You  may  not 
accept  all  of  the  author’s  views  or 
positions  but  no  reader  can  mistake 
his  meaning.  And  those  who  know 
Dr.  Speer,  who  have  memories  of 
his  persuasive  voice  and  delightful 
personality,  will  realize  with  what 
charm,  backed  by  the  power  of  a 
consistent  character  maintained  in 
public  life  for  more  than  forty 
years,  he  impressed  his  hearers, 
most  of  whom  were  to  go  out  as 
preachers  of  the  gospel. 

The  lectures  deal  at  length  with 
the  Church’s  conception  of  Christ 
in  the  first  two  centuries;  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  primitive  Christianity  to¬ 
ward  non-Christian  religions;  the 
view  of  Christ  and  of  non-Christian 
religions  which  generated  and  sus¬ 
tained  the  expansion  of  Christian¬ 
ity.  They  ask,  can  we  hold  the 
primitive  view  of  Christ?  and  What 
view,  then,  shall  we  take  today 
of  non-Christian  religions?  They 
cover  in  detail  the  relevant  and 
vital  issues  in  the  current  discus¬ 
sion  of  foreign  missions,  treating 
controversial  points  frankly  and 
fervently,  but  with  the  fairness 
and  courtesy  characteristic  of  a 
leader  who  has  won  and  held  the 
affection  and  esteem  of  Christian 
people  the  world  around.  The 
reader  will  realize  the  extensive 
amount  of  reading,  research  and 
study  involved  in  the  preparation 
of  these  lectures;  and  he  will  not 
fail  to  appreciate  the  culture  and 
deep  sincerity  of  the  Christian 
companionship  that  has  been  his 
in  the  reading.  (Re veil;  $3.) 

Re-Thinking  Missions  Ex¬ 
amined,  by  Robert  E.  Speer. 
The  veteran  Secretary  of  the  Pres- 
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tion  for  many  years.  Their  going  is  keenly  felt  by 
us  all. 

lo  fill  these  vacancies  the  Society  followed  the 
policy  of  promoting  members  of  the  staff.  Rev. 
John  C.  Killian,  field  representative,  is  now  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Colporter  Department.  Dr.  Joseph  E. 
Sagebeer  served  efficiently  as  Executive  Secretary, 
ad  interim,  until  May  1,  when  Owen  C.  Brown,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Christian  Education  and  Editor-in-Chief 
of  Sunday  School  Publications,  became  Executive 
Secretary.  Rev.  John  W.  Elliott  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  Christian  Education  and  Rev.  Miles  W. 
Smith,  Editor-in-Chief  of  Sunday  School  Publi¬ 
cations. 

Finances.  For  18  months  the  Society  had  a  stead¬ 
ily  decreasing  volume  of  business  and  a  decrease  in 
our  income  from  invested  funds.  Reductions  in 
salaries  and  other  items  of  expense  maintained  a 
balanced  budget  with  all  bills  paid  to  date.  Busi¬ 
ness  for  May,  1933,  showed  a  small  increase  over 
May,  1932,  which  is  a  real  sign  of  encouragement. 

Mission  Work.  Through  the  year  in  out-of-the- 
way  places  and  among  unchurched  people,  54  col- 
porter  and  chapel  car  missionaries  have  been  at 
work.  More  than  121,000  homes  have  been  visited 
and  4,891  conversions  are  reported.  These  workers 
distributed  35,313  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  books, 
besides  tens  of  thousands  of  Christian  tracts.  They 
have  organized  66  Sunday  schools  out  of  which  have 
grown  six  churches.  The  Home  Mission  Society  co¬ 
operates  in  this  work. 

Christian  Teaching.  Our  entire  program  has  to 
do  with  Christian  teaching  in  the  home  and  the  local 
church.  From  the  very  beginning  our  colporters  in 
unchurched  areas  were  led  to  organize  groups  for 
Bible  study.  These  grew  into  Sunday  schools  and 
later  into  churches.  This  is  the  history  of  a  vast 
majority  of  Baptist  churches,  not  only  in  the  United 
States  but  in  Mexico,  Cuba,  and  Puerto  Rico.  In 
time  the  Publication  Society  had  Sunday  school  mis¬ 
sionaries  supervising  this  work  in  practically  every 
state  of  the  Northern  Baptist  Convention.  Today 
they  are  known  as  Directors  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion.  State  Conventions  and  City  Mission  Boards 
cooperate.  To  this  work  40  directors  in  the  states 
and  sixteen  people  at  headquarters  give  their  entire 
time,  while  a  great  host  of  volunteers  give  part  time. 
About  200,000  officers  and  teachers  serve  in  church 
schools. 

The  Christian  Education  Caravan.  During  the 
past  year  a  new  phase  of  work  was  launched,  known 


Page  425 

as  the  Christian  Education  Caravan.  Four  leaders 
from  headquarters  form  a  team  to  present  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Work,  Young  People’s  Work,  Adult  Work 
and  general  organization  and  leadership.  They 
carry  35  large,  artistic  posters  to  present  this  work 
and  display  124  periodicals  and  75  leaflets  dealing 
with  the  entire  program  of  Christian  education 
The  team  works  by  states,  giving  one  or  two  weeks 
to  each  state,  holding  conferences  in  each  associa¬ 
tion  or  larger  area.  So  far  the  Caravan  has  toured 
Indiana,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Long  Island.  Because  of  its  enthusias¬ 
tic  reception,  the  plan  will  be  continued  in  the  hope 
that  the  Caravan  may  cover  at  least  three  or  four 
states  each  year. 

Leadership  Training.  During  the  year  40  sum¬ 
mer  assemblies  were  conducted,  with  505  teachers 
and  8,417  students.  Many  community  training 
schools  were  held  and  an  increasing  number  of 
churches  conducted  their  own  training  classes. 
More  than  40,000  church  school  workers  were  in 
training  classes  and  19,413  International  standard 
credits  were  issued.  Church  classes  and  home  study 
students  earned  6,911  of  these  credits. 

Week-Day  and  Vacation  Church  Schools.  The 
year  recorded  2,056  Vacation  Church  Schools,  of 
which  113  were  on  Baptist  mission  fields  outside  of 
the  United  States.  In  preparation  for  these  schools, 
117  training  conferences  were  conducted.  More 
than  200,000  boys  and  girls  Avere  reached  and  748 
decisions  for  Christ  were  reported. 

Week-Day  Schools  are  of  slower  growth  and  en¬ 
counter  more  difficulties.  Last  year  New  York  and 
Minnesota  had  the  largest  number,  but  several  cities 
in  Ohio  reached  100%  of  the  public  school  enrolment 
for  Week-Day  Church  Schools. 

Parental  Cooperation.  Home  cooperation  in 
Christian  education  is  one  of  the  greatest  needs  of 
the  present  day.  Every  Christian  leader  should  seek  I 
it  with  persistent  and  intelligent  earnestness.  The 
Department  of  Sunday  School  Publications  has  just 
issued  24  four-page  leaflets  entitled  “A  Message  to 
Parents,”  which  cover  all  the  Keystone  Graded  Les¬ 
sons  for  the  Primary  and  Junior  years,  from  the  sixth 
to  the  twelfth  year.  These  leaflets  issued  quarterly 
at  2  cents  apiece  give  the  title  of  every  lesson,  the 
aim  of  the  lesson,  and  what  the  parent  can  do  to 
help  through  the  week.  The  teacher  should  take 
one  of  these  leaflets  to  each  parent  at  the  beginning 
of  each  quarter  and  make  it  the  basis  of  teacher- 
parent  cooperation. 
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New 

Revival  Gems 


A  Small  Book 
A  Big  Minion 


THE  JUDSON  PRESS 

Kavui  On  T mown 


<l, Announcing 

A  New  Song  Book 

New  Revival  Gems 

An  entirely  new  collection  of  seventy-five  hymns  gospel 
songs,  and  short  choruses  for  use  wherever  a  small  song- 
book  is  needed.  This  book  is  a  successor  to  “Revival  Gems. 
It  is  designed  for  revival  meetings,  Sunday  schools,  prayer- 
meetings,  Young  People’s  meetings,  and  Sunday  night  serv¬ 
ices  Every  church  or  Sunday  school  which  successfully  used 
“Revival  Gems”  will  be  more  than  pleased  with  New 
Revival  Gems.”  The  convenient  size,  53/s  *  7  A  inches. 
64  pages.  IS  cents  a  copy,  postpaid;  S 10.00  a  hundred. 


The  City  Redeemed 
By  E.  HERBERT  DUTTON 

The  city  today  is  in  turmoil,  yet  it  may 
become  “The  City  Redeemed.”  Such  is  the 
title  of  this  book  of  48  pages,  intended  to 
present  in  popular  style,  with  charts  and 
illustrations,  the  three  most  powerful  forces 
striving  for  supremacy  in  municipal  modern 
life:  commerce,  politics,  and  religion.  A 
way  to  triumph  for  the  forces  of  religion  is 
pointed  out  by  the  author.  An  excellent 
book  for  classes  of  young  people  and  others 
who  are  looking  for  an  introduction  to  the 
study  of  the  city  of  today  and  tomorrow. 

25  cents 


The  Queenly  Quest 
By  ROSALEE  MILLS  APPLEBY 

Beautiful  thoughts  and  the  fine,  strong 
truths  of  the  Christian  faith,  especially  as 
they  touch  the  life  of  women — and  in  par- 
ticular  young  womanhood — are  here  set 
down  in  language  that  embellishes  them 
and  delights  the  reader.  Mrs.  Appleby’s 
South  American  background  gives  her 
sketches  an  added  charm  and  has  afforded 
her  the  advantage  of  a  detached,  fresh  out¬ 
look  upon  things  North  American.  The 
many  readers  of  her  former  books  will  be 
grateful  for  this  new  one.  Nothing  better 
could  be  selected  as  a  gift  to  a  “girl  gradu¬ 
ate,”  or  as  a  birthday  or  Christmas  present 
to  a  young  woman.  Cloth,  $1.00 
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missions  • 

Lterian  Foreign  Mission  Board 
appraises  the  widely  discussed 
appraisal  by  the  Laymen’s  Foreign 
Missions  Inquiry.  Reprinted 
from  The  Missionary  Review  of  the 
World.  (Re veil;  $.50.) 

The  Never  Failing  Light ,  by 
i Janies  H.  Franklin,  is  a  book  of 
special  interest  to  Baptists  both 
because  its  author  is  so  well  known 
an(l  because  it  is  the  major  study 
book  of  the  Missionary  Education 
Movement  for  the  current  year. 

Pr  Franklin  has  written  so  much 
[or  Missions  for  many  years  and 
from  many  lands  that  onr  readers 
need  no  reminder  that  he  is  always 
an  interesting  writer,  with  a  per¬ 
sonal  touch  that  gives  a  sense  of 
comradeship.  This  volume  gives 
the  mature  conclusions  he  has 
reached  as  the  outcome  of  his 
years  of  experience  as  a  secretary 
of  our  Foreign  Mission  Board,  and 
his  personal  association  with  mis¬ 
sionary  movements  and  attendance 
at  world  conferences.  No  man  is 
better  qualified  to  write  on  the 
subject  he  has  chosen.  In  the 
preface  he  states  as  his  purpose; 

To  a  considerable  extent  this  book  is 
based  on  the  author’s  personal  observa¬ 
tions  in  various  lands.  These  experi¬ 
ences  have  convinced  him  of  the 
steadily  growing  power  of  Christ  in  the 
life  of  the  world  despite  the  frequent 
failure  of  many  organizations  and  in¬ 
stitutions  which  take  his  name.  The 
book  is  based  also  on  a  conviction  that 
if  we  in  America  would  commend 
Christ  more  effectively  to  the  peoples 
of  the  Orient  and  Africa  we  must  ex¬ 
hibit  more  fully  in  our  own  life  the 
power  of  Christ  and  His  cross. 

On  this  basis  Dr.  Franklin  has 
pictured  present  conditions  not  only 
in  foreign  lands  but  in  our  own, 
stating  strongly  his  convictions  in 
regard  to  the  necessity  of  applying 
the  principles  of  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  to  the  affairs  of  our  time.  It 
is  a  book  that  will  stimulate  thought 
and  awaken  desire  to  find  more  re¬ 
ality  in  the  religion  that  centers  in 


Jesus  Christ.  (Missionary  Educa¬ 
tion  Movement;  cloth  $1.) 

Treasure  House  of  the  Living 
Religions,  by  Robert  Ernest 
Hume,  is  a  collection  from  the 
sacred  scriptures  of  the  world  s 
eleven  living  religions  on  all  the 
important  phases  of  religious 
thought  and  life.  In  the  compil¬ 
ing  of  this  monumental  work,  the 
author  is  said  to  have  worked  17 
years  and  to  have  studied  more 
than  106,000  pages  of  documents 
and  manuscripts.  The  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  material  makes  it 
extraordinarily  useful.  Classified 
under  fifty  headings,  the  preacher 
or  public  speaker  can  instantly 
find  from  all  of  these  religions  a 
quotable  poem,  or  prose  passage 
related  to  each  of  these  fifty  topics. 
Here  is  a  store-house  of  spiritual 
wisdom  that  mankind  has  discov¬ 


ered  and  treasured  for  3,000  years. 
It  is  also  a  remarkable  treatise  in 
comparative  religion.  The  reader 
can  quickly  ascertain,  for  example, 
what  Christianity  through  its  sa¬ 
cred  scriptures  has  to  say  about 
duty,  peace,  love,  service,  sin, 
humility,  purity,  immortality,  sal¬ 
vation,  forgiveness,  and  the  forty 
other  topics  in  the  total  fifty,  and 
by  comparison  on  the  same  and 
succeeding  pages  what  the  other 
ten  religions  say.  The  book  is  a 
mine  of  information  that  will  en¬ 
rich  the  mind  and  a  well  of  inspira¬ 
tion  that  will  quench  the  soul  at 
all  times  and  seasons.  For  a  long 
time  this  book  will  be  standard. 
(Scribners;  $3.) 

CONTRASTS 

A  new  book  for  January  read¬ 
ing.  Be  sure  to  read  the  an¬ 
nouncement  on  the  back  cover 
and  get  your  order  in  promptly. 
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Reaching  the  Caste  People 
in  India 

As  I  ride  around  among  the  vil- 
ages  in  my  traveling  coach,  which 
takes  an  hour  and  a  half  to  go  four 
miles,  I  am  impressed  with  the  way 
the  caste  people,  especially  the 
women,  are  showing  more  interest 
than  ever  before  in  Christianity. 
In  one  hamlet  recently  several 
caste  people  lingered  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the  crowd,  and  I  was  par¬ 
ticularly  struck  by  the  eager  ex¬ 
pression  on  the  face  of  one  woman. 
As  we  finished  prayer  she  came  up 
and  said  urgently,  “Amnia,  I  want 
you  to  tell  me  more  about  the  God 
you  were  just  talking  about,  and 
make  it  all  plain  to  me.” 

How  earnestly  I  prayed  for  di¬ 
vine  guidance  as  I  tried  simply  to 
tell  her  the  story.  When  I  had 
finished,  rising  with  a  deep  sigh  she 
said,  “Your  God  is  great  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  I  would  like  to  take  Him 
as  my  God,  too,  but  what  can  I  do? 
I  have  a  husband  who  does  not 
feel  and  think  as  I  do,  but  I  will 
do  one  thing.  I  will  never  more 
worship  idols,  and  I  will  pray  only 
to  your  God.” 

In  another  village,  where  we 
were  examining  candidates  for  bap¬ 
tism,  several  Hindu  caste  people 
were  listening  to  our  questions.  A 
young  woman  came  to  me  at  the 
end  of  the  service  and  asked  to 
speak  to  me.  I  took  her  into  my 
tent.  “I  can  read,”  she  said,  “and 
I  know  a  little  about  Christianity. 

I  have  listened  to  all  the  questions 
you  have  been  asking  and  I  want 
to  know  more  about  what  it  means 
to  be  a  Christian.” 

After  I  had  talked  to  her  a  while 
she  turned  to  the  other  women 
who  had  crowded  into  the  tent  and 


Palepaty  Francesamma,  the  only 
living  member  oj  the  first  class  to 
enter  the  Girls’  School  in  Ongole 
in  1867,  65  years  ago.  She  at¬ 
tended  the  Old  Students’  Day 
exercises  in  April  1932 

said,  “It  is  listening  to  talks  like 
these  that  will  make  us  better 
women,  but  when  we  get  together 
we  prefer  to  gossip  and  talk  scan¬ 
dal.” 

I  handed  her  a  few  tracts  and 
she  said  earnestly,  “When  you 
come  again  I  will  tell  you  what  is 
in  them  for  I  shall  read  them  very 
carefully.”  Then  again  she  turned 
to  the  other  women  and  said  with 
conviction,  “Christianity  is  the 
only  true  religion.  I  believe  in  it. 
I  will  never  worship  idols  again.” 


Many  of  the  women  agreed  with 
her,  but  said,  “What  can  we  do? 
We  are  only  women  and  our  hus¬ 
bands  would  not  let  us  worship  the 
new  way.”  Do  you  wonder  that 
we  are  praying  that  these  earnest 
seekers  may  have  the  courage  and 
the  faith  to  find  God? — Sarah 
Kelly,  Ongole,  South  India. 

A  Garo  Girl  Pioneer 

It  was  not  so  many  years  ago 
that  the  people  of  the  Garo  Hills 
were  a  race  of  savages  with  no 
written  language.  Now  there  are 
21  mother  churches  and  over  200 
branch  churches,  with  the  Garos 
themselves  assuming  a  great  deal 
of  responsibility  for  educating  and 
evangelizing  their  own  people. 
On  their  own  initiative  they 
opened  a  high  school  this  year. 
Of  the  eleven  girls  who  are  fin¬ 
ishing  our  school  the  majority 
are  therefore  hoping  to  enter  high 
school. 

And  now  this  year  we  have  our 
second  Garo  girl  to  enter  college, 
How  proud  we  are  of  her!  She  is 
beginning  her  Liberal  Arts  course 
in  Cotton  College  at  Gauhati  and 
living  at  Satri  Bari.  Family  in¬ 
fluence  has  probably  counted,  for 
she  is  the  granddaughter  of  Tang- 
kau,  who  was  partly  educated  in 
the  United  States  and  was  for 
many  years  an  evangelist  in  our 
hills. — Fern  Rolcl  and  Charlotte  \ 
Wright,  Tura,  Assam. 

Our  Newest  Doctor  in  Congo 

I  have  been  here  only  a  few 
months,  but  how  the  time  has 
flown!  There  is  so  much  to  do  and 
to  learn.  Two  hours  a  day  are 
spent  on  language  study  and  the 
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BEST  BOOKS  for 

World  Outlook  Readers 


Recently  the  editor  of  the  World  Out¬ 
look  wrote  more  than  a  dozen  choice  friends 
a  request,  beginning:  "I  am  preparing 
a  list  of  best  books,  from  fifty  to  one  hun¬ 
dred,  for  World  Outlook,  and  I  am  ask¬ 
ing  a  few  men  and  women  who  read  books 
and  know  good  books  to  help  me  in  the 
selection  of  that  list.  I  wish  you  would  go 
down  into  the  rich  treasuries  of  your  mind 
and  heart  and  make  me  a  list  of  ten  books, 
the  best  you  can  think  of.” 

Replies  with  lists  are  coming  in  and  will 
be  displayed  from  time  to  time  on  this  in¬ 
side  cover  page. 

The  following  striking  list  with  equally 
striking  comment*  was  prepared  by  Dr. 
Frank  Mason  North,  Emeritus  Secretary, 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  one  time  President  of  the 
Federal  Council  of  Churches,  and  not  least, 
author  of  the  great  missionary  hymn, 
"Where  Cross  the  Crowded  Ways  of  Life”: 

LIST  OF  BOOKS 

The  Bible  (American  Revised  with  recent 
versions  or  commentaries) 

Plato:  Selections  from  the  Apology,  Crito, 
and  Phaedo 

Shakespeare  in  One  Volume 
The  Life  of  William  Carey,  by  S.  Pearce 
Carey,  George  H.  Doran  Company 
Wesley  and  His  Century,  by  W.  H. 

Fitchett,  Methodist  Book  Concern 
Henry  Martyn,  Confessor  of  the 
Faith,  by  Contance  Padwick,  George  H. 
Doran  Company 

The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  Robert 
E.  Speer,  Fleming  H.  Revell 
The  English  Poets,  Five  Volumes,  Revell, 
edited  by  T.  H.  Ward,  Macmillan 
Sir  Mortimer,  by  Henry  Johnston,  Har¬ 
per’s 

The  Cloister  and  the  Hearth,  by 
Charles  Reade,  Everyman’s  Library  No. 
29 


Concerning  these  books  Dr.  North 
writes: 

There  is  no  need  of  comment  upon  the 
first  three  books.  They  inevitably  belong. 
The  next  three  discover  to  the  reader  the 
Evangel  at  work  in  the  thought,  motive,  and 
activities  of  three  remarkable  men  and 
show  how  they  applied  it  in  their  own  char¬ 
acters  and  the  world  life  of  which  they 
were  a  part.  The  seventh  is  a  notable,  rev¬ 
erent  discussion  of  the  Central  Person  in  the 
whole  scheme  of  the  things  of  the  spirit  in 
this  world  and  the  other,  written  by  a  man 
who  is,  in  my  judgment,  unexcelled  as  a 
personal  spiritual  force  in  this  generation, 
Robert  E.  Speer.  The  last  three  are  poetry, 
fiction,  literature,  with  historical,  personal, 
ethical,  and,  in  many  instances,  spiritual 
settings  and  teachings  which  justly  belong 
to  every  individual’s  scheme  of  thought,  be¬ 
lief,  and  action. 

Drastic  changes  have  been  forced  upon 
our  missionary  program.  We  are  familiar 
with  the  symptoms  and  processes.  An  old- 
fashioned  trait  has  been  loudly  called  for  in 
these  days — enduring  courage.  This  means 
more  than  the  valor  of  battle — it  is  the  un¬ 
defeated  constancy  which  greets  each  new 
phase  of  the  strain  with  a  cheer  and  tight¬ 
ens  its  grip  and  seeks  a  new  foothold  even 
when  exhaustion  seems  near.  Once — it 
seems  generations  ago — I  read  the  account 
of  the  Siege  of  Leyden,  I  think  it  was! 
There  is  victory  in  holding  on  as  truly  as 
there  is  in  going  forth. 

Do  any  of  us  suppose  that  the  Master 
does  not  know  what  His  followers  are  going 
through  in  these  days?  Does  anyone  think 
that  He  does  not  care?  Is  it  in  anyone’s 
mind  that  He  forgets  or  is  willing  that  we 
should  forget  that  the  conquest  follows 
after  the  Cross? 

May  God  help  us  all,  while  we  feel  the 
strain,  to  count  on  the  victory! 


Ul  civilization  crashing. 


i  nave  seen  is  vy  run  dw/hs  o/whi  i  noau,  muui  io 
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THE  FINEST 
CHRISTMAS  PRESENT 

Send  The  World  Outlook  each  month  of  1934  to  your  friends  and 
relatives  as  a  Christmas  present. 

Why  waste  money  on  gifts  more  or  less  useless  and  temporary?  Send 
this  beautiful  inspiring  magazine — a  remembrance  for  a  whole  year.  The 
recipients  will  rejoice.  At  the  same  time  your  dollars  will  do  double 
duty. 

A  CHRISTMAS  CARD  WILL  BE  SENT  WITH 

YOUR  GREETING 

To  each  person  The  World  Outlook  will  mail  at  Christmas  a  beauti¬ 
ful  greeting  card  saying  that  this  magazine  will  come  each  month  during 
1934  with  your  compliments. 

TO  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 

Push  this  idea  among  your  people — at  once — before  they  spend  their 
dollars  for  jimcracks. 

Visit  every  person  and  explain  this  proposition.  Urge  them  to  send 
The  World  Outlook  this  Christmas.  Send  in  all  such  names  before  De¬ 
cember  zo  to  make  sure  that  the  persons  receive  the  January  number. 
Remember  that  the  name  of  the  sender  as  well  as  the  name -and  address 
of  the  recipient  must  be  sent  us. 

You  can  greatly  increase  your  list  in  a  short  time  by  this  method. 
Get  help  and  push  the  plan  at  once.  Don’t  delay.  Christmas  is  nearly 
here. 
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1  others  who  were  denied  that  happiness  by  their  ma¬ 
terial  circumstances  or  their  health.”  Then  there  came 
to  him,  he  says,  “the  thought  that  I  must  not  accept 
this  happiness  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  must  give 

something  in  return  for  it . I  settled  with  myself 

...that  I  would  consider  myself  justified  in  living 
till  I  was  thirty  for  science  and  art,  in  order  to  devote 
myself  from  that  time  forward  to  the  direct  service  of 
humanity.”  And  so  he  recounts  the  story  of  his  child¬ 
hood  (born  in  Upper  Alsace  in  1875)  ;  his  schooling 
in  the  village  school  and  by  his  preacher-father;  his 
j0ve  of  music  and  the  organ;  his  life  in  the  Gymna¬ 
sium;  his  university  career  at  Strassburg  where  he 
majored  in  music,  theology,  and  philosophy;  his  five 
post-doctorate  years  of  preaching,  teaching,  organ 
playing,  and  writing;  his  decision  to  enter  medicine 
and  the  seven  years  training  this  involved ;  his  choice 
of  the  French  Congo  as  the  place  to  put  his  “direct 
service  to  humanity”  to  practice;  his  marriage;  his 
difficulties  during  his  first  period  in  the  jungle;  his 
life  as  a  prisoner  during  the  war;  his  second  and  third 
periods  in  Africa,  with  furloughs  at  home  during 
which,  by  lectures  and  organ  recitals,  he  has  raised 
enough  money  to  enlarge  his  hospital  and  render  the 
service  which  that  country  so  badly  needs;  and  his 
ability  during  all  this  fatiguing  and  busy  life  to  write 
book  after  book  and  retain  the  facile  use  of  brain  and 
hand  that  have  made  him  one  of  the  great  organists, 
philosophers,  theologians,  and  physicians  of  our  time. 

L.  M.  Bertholf. 

■ 

Contemporary  Religious  Thinking.  By  Searle  and 
Bowers.  Falcon  Press.  $2.00. 

I  “When  it  comes  to  social  injustice  the  churches  have 
nothing  to  say  or  what  they  do  say  is  pusillanimous.” 
I  If  you  share  this  feeling  read  Contemporary  Reu¬ 
nions  Thinking  and  note  particularly  Edmund  B.  Chaf- 
[  fee’s  chapter,  “The  Duty  of  the  Church  in  an  Indus¬ 
trial  Crisis.”  He  assumes  with  Niebuhr  that  organ¬ 
ized  religion  is  facing  a  world  catastrophe.  The  pres¬ 
ent  shift  from  muscles  to  machines,  from  a  deficit 
economy  to  a  surplus  economy,  from  the  chaos  of  blind 
and  greedy  individualism  to  the  control  of  a  more 
I  humane  collectivism  —  this  is  a  tide  compared  with 
which  the  French  and  Russian  revolutions  are  ripples. 
I  Confronted  with  this  tide,  religion  must  tell  the  engi¬ 
neers  and  the  scientists  that  our  mammoth  turbines 
are  but  means  toward  the  definite  end  of  security  from 
old  age  and  sickness  and  the  less  tangible  goals  of  “in¬ 
dividual  freedom,  probably  equality  and  certainly  fel¬ 
lowship.”  Dr.  Chaffee  (he  is  Doctor  of  Jurisprudence 
las  well  as  head  of  Labor  Temple)  makes  out  a  good 
lease  for  the  church  as  a  force  making  for  the  atmos- 
Iphere  of  goodwill  in  which  justice  can  be  achieved. 
I  ike  most  of  the  other  writers  in  this  stimulating 
I  symposium  he  is  not  blind  to  another  task  of  the 
■Church  which  some  liberals  like  to  forget:  the  task  of 
ci eating  individuals  who  will  be  ready  to  lose  their 
hves  in  a  cause. 

I  ff  you  imagine  that  what  official  religion  has  al- 
I  ^  articulated  in  behalf  of  social  reconstruction  is 
|chu<'U^e’  '0°k  °Ver  Walter  R.  Bowie’s  analysis  of  the 
the'1  condemning  personal  sins  but  overlooking 

mi?.  m°r®  flagrant  social  wickedness  which  may  bring 
civilization  crashing. 

°ct0B 


George  A.  Buttrick,  who  from  now  on  will  have  to 
be  called  on  whenever  the  voice  of  the  church  is  in 
question,  lays  the  ghost  of  the  old  controversy  of  in¬ 
dividual  versus  social  religion.  J.  V.  Moldenhawer 
brings  home  the  importance  of  the  religious  sanction 
for  social  change.  Lynn  Harold  Hough  makes  an  in¬ 
teresting  attempt  to  answer  what  he  calls  the  “cor¬ 
rosive  honesty”  of  Moral  Man  and  Immoral  Society — 
that  red-covered  Bible  of  the  anti-liberals.  Bishop 
McConnell  and  Rufus  Jones,  among  others,  will  also 
start  your  neurones  crackling.  Allan  A.  Hunter. 


The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ.  By  Robert  E.  Speer. 

Revell.  $3.00. 

/ ! 

“The  measure  of  a  man’s  interest  in  foreign  missions 
is  the  expression  of  his  valuation  of  Christ.”  Not  alone 
because  of  the  present  controversy  over  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  but  because  of  the  general  need  among  Christians 
to  achieve  a  more  certain  understanding  of  the  mean¬ 
ing  and  value  of  Jesus,  this  book — especially  the  last 
two  of  its  five  chapters — deserves  a  careful  and  a  wide 
reading.  Is  Christ  “unique,  final,  absolute  and  uni¬ 
versal”?  Is  he  the  One  Name  under  Heaven  “given 
among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved”?  Dr.  Speer 
insists  that  he  is.  And  his  book  is  more  than  “the  best 
statement  of  this  point  of  view.”  Its  value  lies  in  the 
conviction  and  the  earnestness  and  the  ever  charitable 
spirit  with  which  Dr.  Speer  presents  his  case  and 
argues  for  it. 

Undoubtedly,  for  the  early  Church  Jesus  was  the 
Christ,  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Son  of  God;  and 
undoubtedly  it  was  that  faith  which  generated  and  sus¬ 
tained  the  expansion  of  Christianity.  Dr.  Speer,  in  the 
opening  half  of  his  book,  establishes  these  points, 
through  endless  quotations  and  proofs,  beyond  any  un¬ 
certainty.  Then  he  asks,  Can  we  still  hold  the  primi¬ 
tive  view?  insisting  that  we  can,  and  must,  and  that 
the  attitude  which  we  must  take  toward  non-Christian 
religions  today  is  not  to  ignore  nor  seek  to  preserve 
nor  hope  to  amalgamate  them,  but  with  charity  and 
firmness  keep  clear  the  uniqueness  of  the  gospel  and 
go  forth  to  “conquer”  the  world  with  its  truth  and  its 
spirit. 

Liberal  Christians  will  not  go  all  the  way  with  much 
of  Dr.  Speer’s  thought;  but  liberal  Christians  need  to 
read  this  book  to  catch  the  power  of  conviction  which 
it  breathes.  And,  it  may  be,  to  recover  some  of  its 
faith.  William  E.  Kroll. 


What  Books  Shall  I  Read.  By  Francis  V.  W.  Drury 
and  W.  E.  Simnett.  Houghton,  Mifflin  Co.  $2.50. 

The  life  of  a  college  student,  or  even  that  of  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  a  wide-awake  preparatory  school,  is  one  of  be¬ 
ing  in  a  literary  Light  Brigade,  where  book  lists  at 
the  right,  left,  afore,  abeam  and  overhead,  are  volley¬ 
ing  and  thundering.  The  mortality  is  high ;  there  is 
shell  shock  from  reading  too  much;  there  is  an  intel¬ 
lectual  bleeding  to  death  from  reading  without  think¬ 
ing;  there  is  a  drowsiness  from  exhaustion  inter¬ 
rupted  only  by  occasional  detective  stories.  To  this 
warfare  there  has  come  occasional  peace  overtures  in 
the  form  of  advices  and  directions,  but  by  far  the  best 
I  have  seen  is  What  Books  Shall  I  Read,  which  is  di- 
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The  Freshman's  Own  Shelf 

The  Meaning  of  a  Liberal  Education.  E.  D. 
Martin.  ($3.00.) 

Am  I  Getting  an  Education?— Student  Sympo¬ 
sium.  (Paper,  25c.) 

How  to  Study — Suggestions  for  Students — Ar- 
thus  W.  Kornhauser.  (Paper,  25c.) 

The  Art  of  Thinking.  Abbe  Dimnet.  (Reprint 
edition  $1.00.) 

Fear.  John  Rathbone  Oliver.  ($1.00.) 

Religious  Perplexities.  L.  P.  Jacks.  ($1.00.) 

In  Quest  of  Life’s  Meaning.  H.  P.  Van  Dusen. 
(Paper,  $1.00.) 

By  an  Unknown  Disciple.  ($1.25.) 

As  I  See  Religion.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick 
($2.00.) 

Living  Creatively.  Kirby  Page.  ($1.00.) 

The  Meaning  of  Prayer.  Harry  Emerson  Fos¬ 
dick.  ($1.35.) 

Larry  Letters  of  a  Lafayette  Sophomore. 
($1.25.) 

Life  of  Maxwell  Chaplin.  (Paper,  $1.25.) 

Magnificent  Obsession.  Lloyd  C  Douvlas 
($2.50.)  ‘ 

Dreams.  Olive  Schreiner.  (Leather,  $2.00.) 


rected  to  the  age  and  interests  of  college  and  higher 
preparatory  school  people.  To  have  it  on  the  desk  at 
the  start  of  a  college  year  would  do  a  great  deal  to  add 
conscious  direction  to  the  reading  for  pleasure  and 
profit  which  we  all  do.  Each  book  is  evaluated ;  prices 
and  publisher’s  names  are  given.  The  number  of  titles 
suggested  and  the  range  of  material  covered  is  tre¬ 
mendous.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  express  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  I  feel  for  the  book,  if  used  constantly  as  a  ref¬ 
erence.  ^  The  introductory  chapters,  “How  to  Use  a 
Library’’  and  “Aids  to  Reading  and  Study,”  as  well 
as  the  sections  on  “Religion  and  Philosophy,”  “Fine 
Arts,”  and  “History”  are  particularly  good. 

Clarence  Edwin  Tobias,  Jr. 

Friends  Central  School. 


The  Adjustment  Problems  of  College  Freshmen. 

By  E.  E.  Emme.  Cokesbury  Press.  $2.00. 

Dr.  Emme  made  an  intensive  study  of  the  adjust¬ 
ment  problems  being  faced  by  a  freshman  class  in  a 
college  of  five  hundred  students.  This  report  of  the 
research  includes  a  large  number  of  statements  in  the 
words  of  students  themselves  of  difficulties  which  they 
faced  in  regard  to  courses,  religion,  finances,  vocation, 
personal  student  relations,  and  many  other  areas.  One 
of  the  most  valuable  sections  of  the  book  is  a  check¬ 
list  of  adjustment  problems  which  is  suggestive  for 
use  in  any  institution.  One  is  struck  by  the  absence 
of  any  reference  to  wider  social  issues;  there  is  little 
evidence  that  the  students  or  the  investigator  were 
concerned  about  fundamental  maladjustments  in 
society. 


Verdict  of  the  League  (on  the  Manchurian  Crisi 
Official  Documents  of  the  League  with  an  iJ ! 
duction  by  Manley  O.  Hudson.  World  peH 
Foundation.  Student  Edition.  50  cents. 

Manchoukuo;  Child  of  Conflict.  By  K.  K.  Kav 
kami.  Macmillan.  $2.00. 

Nearly  two  decades  ago  the  World  War  sought  t 
make  the  world  safe  for  democracy  and  to  end  all  wan 
today,  staggering  beneath  the  load  of  armaments,  th 
world  is  waging  the  fiercest  economic  war  in  historv 
led  by  the  United  States  in  a  move  toward  “economi 
nationalism.”  Fascism  with  its  ruthless  dictatorship 
stalks  the  world,  a  threat  everywhere. 

The  Manchurian  crisis  is  no  isolated  and  suddei 
event.  Verdict  of  the  League  (with  introductory  re 
marks  by  Professor  Hudson)  contains  the  official  docu 
ments  covering  the  League’s  arduous  attempts  to  solvi 
this  difficulty  and  is  an  excellent  summary  of  its  efforts 
The  book  suffers,  however,  from  the  same  weaknessei 
as  does  the  League,  which  attempted  to  isolate  thl 
Manchurian  crisis  from  the  world  of  events  prior  anc 
subsequent  to  the  incident.  It  is  difficult  to  accounl 
for  Geneva’s  apparent  unawareness  (or  is  it  unwill, 
ingness)  of  the  connection,  at  least  in  part,  between 
the  dispute  and  western  imperialism,  British  Empire 
policy,  Hawley-Smoot  Tariff,  Japanese  Exclusion  Law 
of  the  United  States,  and  economic  nationalism. 

Some  of  these  blind  spots  are  pointed  out  by  the 
author  of  Manchoukuo :  Child  of  Conflict  which  pre¬ 
sents  rather  well  the  Japanese  case  in  addition  to  con¬ 
taining  an  interesting  account  of  the  purpose,  philos¬ 
ophy,  results,  and  the  personnel  of  the  Manchoukuo 
Government.  Many  will  disagree  with  some  of  Mr., 
Kawakami’s  reasons.  He  makes  no  pretense  of  being 
a  final  judge,  however,  and  his  book  is  well  worth  seri-j 
ous  consideration.  Tetsuo  Miyakawa. 

■ 

International  Intellectual  Cooperation.  Leagui 
of  Nations  Foundation.  50  cents. 

Similar  to  its  remarkable  efforts  in  international 
health,  the  League  has  made  considerable  progress, 
against  great  difficulties,  in  international  intellectual 
cooperation.  This  work  covers  in  a  remarkably  wide 
scope  the  fields  of  education,  art,  literature,  music, 
broadcasting,  and  films. 

■ 

Craftsmen  All.  By  Edward  Shillito.  Friendship 
Press.  $1.00. 

Missionaries,  some  critics  say,  are  making  eastern 
Christians  in  western  molds.  Craftsmen  All  shows 
how  Christ  magnifies  and  liberates  the  true  genius  of 
any  people;  when  seized  upon  by  his  spirit  they 
achieve  a  natural  vitality.  In  different  walks  of  life 
great  personalities  have  enriched  the  consciousness  of 
Christians  by  their  utter  abandonment  to  his  way  of 
life.  Tired  or  disaffected  Christians  will  profit  by  the 
tonic  qualities  of  this  little  book. 

B 

The  Never  Failing  Light.  By  James  H.  Franklin' 

M.  E.  M.  Paper,  60  cents. 

Under  the  clerical  vocabulary  and  homiletical  chaff 
the  reader  may  find  his  reward  in  the  evidences  of  a 
liberal  and  forward-looking  concept  of  the  task  of 
modern  missions. 
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THE  INTERCOLLEGl^ 


October  1,  1955 


East  Northfield, 
Mass. 


To  the  unknown  friend  who  wanted  ay  opinion  on  the  book,  "The  Finality  of  Jesus 
Christ,9  which  he  so  graciously  gave  and  for  which  my  thanks  are  to  him* 

The  title  is  significant,  and  I  have  been  for  a  long  time  convinced 
that  it  is  true*  In  a  discourse  given  August  1,1897,  I  said  of  Jesus  the  Christ  — 

He  was  resourceful  for  all  the  wants  of  men.  His  works  were  the  manifestation 
of  a  spirit  that  is  measureless  in  the  eternal  nurture  of  God.  His  deeds,  as  his 
few  years  on  earth,  were  his  limitation.  His  love,  his  devotion,  made  him  at  one 
with  God,  and  the  ministry  of  centuries  in  his  name  hath  not  exhausted  his  spirit, 
nor  shall  discipleahip  ever  drink  its  depths  dry,  nor  human  need  turn  away  un¬ 
relieved  by  his  love.  Within  himself  he  was  more  than  words  could  tell  or  action 
show.  Without  himself  his  words  could  not  have  been  uttered  nor  his  deeds  done. 

In  a  discourse,  April  29,1917,  I  said  of  the  word  ’Christian*  — the  term 
is  truly  international,  even  cosmic  to  our  thought  when  we  know  that,  as  we  derive 
it  from  the  precepts  and  practice  of  the  Christ,  there  is  fundamental  to  it  the 
universal  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man.  Nothing  may 
live  and  persist  beyond  the  universal,  for  this  is  all-inclusive — only  conditioned 
to  individual  intelligence  upon  the  perception  and  practice  of  it,  for  again  the 
individual  must  be  harmonized  with  the  All. 

In  a  little  book  I  published  about  the  same  time  as  the  date  just  above, 
is  this  statement —  As  Christ  taught,  Christianity  is  more  than  a  name  under  the 
sunj  it  is  a  broadly  inclusive  spirit  and  a  brotherly  life. 

I  may  always  stand  by  those  utterances  as  verifiable. 

The  book  for  which  an  opinion  is  asked  is  an  able  production  as  presenting 
the  views  of  the  author  and  those  of  a  class  of  thinkers.  To  me,  it  is  dogmatic. 
nThe  letter  killeth,  but  the  spirit  giveth  life.9  It  rather  comes  under  the  descrip¬ 
tive  designation  of  the  first  member  of  that  sentence.  It  is  not  of  vital  interest 
or  value  for  the  practical,  every-day  life  of  man. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  I  have  been, progressively,  a  student  of  general 
literature.  A  careful  reading,  many  years  ago,  of  Matthew  Arnold’s  “Literature 
and  Dogma"  and  "God  and  the  Bible,9  a  survey  of  James  Freeman  Clarke’s  "Ten  Great 
Religions,9  and  a  cursory  canvas  of  the  contents  of  Grace  Turnbull’s  KTongues  of 
Fire,9 ’Representative  selections  from  all  the  sacred  scriptures  throughout  the  ages,9 
enable  one  to  rise  above  the  dogmatism  of  Dr.  Speer’s  book  and  see  broadly  over 
the  fields  of  man’s  life. 

The  pervasive  contention  of  this  book  is  for  the  deity  of  Jesus.  les, 

Jesus  was  deified  by  his  followers  after  his  death,  as  other  personages  have  been 
similarly  deified,  but  that  does  not  make  any  of  them  in  verity  God,  as  we  properly 
use  the  term  of  Infinity. 

No  trace  of  deification  appears  in  the  earliest  Christian  literature. 
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Certainly ,  if  language  means  anything, St,  Paul  did  not  think  of  Jesus  as  God,  In 
Ephesians  I?  we  read—  "One  Lord  (meaning  Jesus),  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God 
end  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all,"  The  two 
ere  referred  to  as  distinct  in  personality.  There  are  other  passages  like  itj 
this,  for  instance,  which  is  more  decisive,  1  Corinthians  VIII,  "But  to  us  there  is 
but  one  God. .the  Father,  of  whom  are  all  things,"  etc.  This  again  in  Ephesians.  "I 
bow  my  knee  unto  the  Father cf  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  the  whole  family  in 
heaven  and  earth  is  named."  Jesus  is  not  included  in  the  Godhead,  but  in  His  family. 
And  Jesus  gave  his  disciples  a  formula  of  prayer,  beginning  "Our  Father."  He  shared 
with  them  in  a  reverence  for  God  as  Father. 

The  God  that  Paul  declared  on  Mars*  hill,  who  "hath  made  of  one  blood  all 
nations  ol  men,"  in  whom  "we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being,"  was  not  the  person 
who  came  to  earth  a  babe,  grew  as  a  child  in  stature  and  in  wisdom,  and  in  the  temple 
at  twelve  years  of  age  said  that  he  "must  be  about  his  Father’s  business,"  and  finally 
was  crucified  between  thieves;  else  he  was  not  outwardly  true  to  his  real  self,  and, 
in  the  tragedy  of  the  cross,  was  futilly  assuming  and  more  than  apparently  failing  as 
God.  out  in  t^at  loyalty  to  a  cause  when  he  cried  out  "Ifer  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou 
forsaken  me?  in  a  loyalty  and  a  trueness  when  God  was  seemingly  untrue  to  him, 

we  have  an  exemplification  of  a  spirit  of  supremacy  in  a  human  life  which  cannot  be 
tirsnscdnciocit 

TV  oaJS9  ^vefsali®m  °f  *Rnif«»t  in  many  passages,  notably  1  Corinthians 

IV,  24-28,  Ephesians  I,  9,  10,  X  Timothy  II,  1-4,  in  all  of  which  it  is  described 
as  wrought  by  agencies  which  continue  active  or  persist  until  the  work  is  fully 

n«m^P«l8hedf  Wh^  Uttefi?r  forbids  an?  doctrine  set  forth  by  him  in  which  Jesus  is 
J??®?  ^  P®nalty  due  ®an»s  sins,  or  thus  making  an  atonement  for  sin,  for 

which  confession  of  him  as  having  done  so  one  is  saved,  and  for  lack  of  confession 
s  is  to  be  damned.  This  kind  of  an  atonement  and  redemption  is  the  other  main 
contention  of  Dr.  Speer’s  book.  If  Paul  set  forth  any  such  doctrine,  he  was^ch- 

scholaM^at^dTJ^  f16  process  of  his  universalis®.  It  is  certain  to^some 
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Repeatedly,  Dr.  Speer  reminds  the  reader  that  epistles  of  Paul  were  written 
>e  ore  the  uoepels,  and  says  that  these  latter  should  not  have  been  written  if  Paul’s 
££?*“**  bra*  He  seaffi?  Gospel  liters  borr?“d  *  8 
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But  it  did  not  happen!  Paul  with  other  Christians  of  the  tine  iras  disappointed 
fallibly  in  the  expectation* 

There  were  at  least  two  of  the  Sjyuoptic  writers  that  did  not  authorize  any 
such  expectation  (Matthew  XXIV,  15,  16,  Luke  XXI,  20,  21)  j  nor  did  John's  Gospel, 
reporting  Jesus,  authorize  it,  but  to  the  contrary  (John  XVII).  The  Christians  were 
to  flee  from  Jerusalem  or  Judea  to  the  mountains  when  they  saw  certain  signs.  The 
material  world  was  not  going  to  end,  and  the  Christians,  according  to  John  too,  were 
not  to  be  caught  up  in  the  air,  but  were  to  remain  in  the  world,  or  with  their  feet 
on  the  earth,  for  the  good  they  could  do. 

It  is  very  significant  that  Jesus  should  associate  with  the  downfall  of 
Jerusalem  which  ne  predicted—* the  city  of  the  Jews  that  had  opposed  hi m —  the  coming 
of  his  kingdom  in  power  and  glory  beyond  it,  which  the  years  in  their  far  reach 
forward  might  witness.  The  triumphant  beginning  should  be  during  that  generation, 
and  the  parable  of  the  judgment  (Matthew  XXV)  describes  with  Oriental  imagery  the 
process  to  a  careful  reading.  The  Christians  in  that  parable  do  not  stand  in  the 
judgment— “These,  ny  brethren,8  are  the  ones  in  reference  to  whoa,  or  to  whose  life 
and  work,  the  judgment  is  taking  place.  Those  on  the  right  hand  and  those  on  the 
are  equally  ignorant  of  the  Master.  All  nations  are  coming  progressively  under 
the  sway  of  Christian  truth  and  judgment  after  its  standards.  An#  many  persons,  with¬ 
out  a  knorvj.edge  of  the  Christ,  will  be  doing,  and  are  doing,  in  the  Christian  eon 
or  age  what  he  approves,  and  may  be  assured  of  the  true  quality  of  the  eoni&l  life. 

Something  of  the  Gospels  will  be  properly  understood  considering  the  event  of  the 
expected  triumphant  beginning,  but  has  been  otherwise  misunderstood.  The  Christ  must 
his  own  in  spirit  to  do  his  work,  and  the  unqualified  are  not  acceptable  for  it 
yet  those  who  are  representative  have  a  mission  to  the  unqualified.  The  rejection 

is  not  of  a  final  state,  but  preparatory  to  a  work  which  is  destined  to  be  inclusive 
of  need  to  the  uttermost. 

P1**  Speer  refers  to  Clement  of  Alexandria  and  Origen,  and  quotes  Clement, 
but  nothing  appears  in  such  that  Christ  paid  the  penalty  for  man's  sin  and  that 
redemption  is  offered  through  this. 


Hern,.  ,Iir  T  ~  18  “*Lof  tlUea’  "Ar*te-Ki08“<*  Fathers"  and  "Poat- 

jlc^ne  Fathers. ^  They  are  different  in  character  or  in  what  they  teach.  The  major 

portion  of  the  tate-Nicene,  or  Greek,  fathers  believed  in  and  taught  of  the  imma- 
.!? P  f  Zoology  in  whioh  Jesus  and  man, God' a  judgment  and  work,  appear 

Uti^  0°nlsi!tem,y  ^  111  with  the  Hew  Testament.  The  Post-Hicene, 

n-tin,  fathers  hac.  a  difference  theology  arranged  about  God  as  altogether  trans¬ 
cendent,  man  without  God  is  depraved,  he  could  not  satisfy  the  dLids  of  Z  ST 

of  SS*  JeSUS  !a3  need8d  ob&y  toe  la*  him,  and  to  pay  the  penally 

‘  ^^bion,  etc., etc.  ^Uite  consistent  in  itself  as  a  system,  but  on  a  wrong 

*  as  God,  the  center  of  any  theological  system.  And  this  is  read  into  ^hp 

nod  ln  +  Christian  philosophy  which  he  formulated  with  an  immanent 

forbids^t  L  i  w  111  his  of  stating  its  proces 

i,1*  *  1  ^fve  said.  And  it  may  be  asserted  without  ary  fear  of  contradiction 

bat  in  the  .ynoptic  Gospels  not  one  feature  of  the  Latin  theology  can  be  discovered. 
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Clement  of  Alexandria,  and  Origen,  and  others  of  the  Greek  fathers  held  and 
taught  a  universalis®  at  one  with  Paul. 

And  now  let  me  say  that  making  Jesus  exceptional  in  kind  from  flit  others 
invalidates  his  efficacy  as  a  life  on  earth.  It  has  little  or  no  moral  meaning 
or  influence.  It  may  fit  a  scheme  to  get  people  safely  out  of  the  world,  but 
gives  them  nothing  virtually  to  lay  hold  upon  for  righteous  living  in  the  world. 

If  men  were  not  natively  capable  of  such  living,  and  do  live  much  regardless  of, 
or  in  spite  of,  an  erroneous  belief,  it  would  be  disastrous  indeed. 

The  name  should  stand  for  the  life.  If  it  does  not,  it  means  next  to  nothing. 
Jesus  lived  for  others.  Ho  sought  not  for  himself  a  place  of  happiness.  He 
came  not  to  do  his  will  apart  from  the  will  of  God,  who  blesses  in  the  infinite 
sufficiency  of  Godhood,  He  was  among  men  was  one  that  served, and  he  enforced 
his  exemplary  character.  ’’Follow  me”  charged  disci pleship  with  works  like  onto  his. 
fthen  he  saw  persons  disabled  and  they  asked  in  faith  to  be  helped,  he,  as  reputed, 
restored  them  to  normal  selfhood  that  they  might  be  thence,  not  helpless,  but 
helpful.  He  put  forces  to  work  in  humanity  which  should  be  perfective  of  humanity 
in  realization  of  the  brotherhood  of  life.  The  Posb-Nicene  theory  of  atonement 
is  a  contradiction  of  the  mission  of  the  Master,  who  was  himself  heroic  and  called 
for  heroism  in  men.  He  presumed  upon  the  natural,  rightful  HWng  in  men  for  hero¬ 
ism,  and,  in  that  supremacy  of  spirit  manifest  on  the  cross,  would  ’’draw  aT  1  mona 
unto  him,  quickening  them  in  the  sense  of  the  heroic,  consummating  in  them  the  will 
to  serve. 

Jesus  is  thus  the  supremely  representative  life  of  men  in  neighborliness  or 
association,  in  community,  state,  or  nation,  ox*  world.  All  the  world,  every  day  and 
every  year,  inoivi  dually  and  collectively ,  should  live  in  his  spirit  which  was,  and 

is,  entire  in  the  principle  of  good  related  to  m&n^  life  and  welfare.  This  gives 
it  influence,  in  this  it  has  power  of  impartation,  and  this  besides  gives  it 
inclusiveness  of  the  good  wherever  found.  The  early  disciples  had  forbidden  one 

in  other  name  or  company  casting  out  devils.  Jesus  did  not  sanction  their  exclusive¬ 
ness  but  said  “He  that  is  not  against  us  is  on  our  part,*1 

So  I  reaffirm  the  truth  of  the  title  of  the  book  by  saying  the  finality  of  Jesus 
tee  Ghriet  is  in  his  universality.  None  may  go  beyond  that.  Many  may  come  within 

it.  and  have  merit  of  their  own,  and  our  appreciation  of  them  and  of  their  words  and 
works  may  be  edifying  to  us  without  dishonoring  another. 

(Signed)  Charles  C, Conner 
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East  Northfield, 

Mass. 


October  1,  1953 


To  the  unknown  friend  who  wanted  my  opinion  on  the  book,  "The  Finality  of  Jesus 
Christ,"  which  he  so  graciously  gave  and  for  which  my  thanks  are  to  him: 

The  title  is  significant,  and  I  have  been  for  a  long  time  convinced 
that  it  is  true.  In  a  discourse  given  August  1,1897,  I  said  of  Jesus  the  Christ  — 
He  was  resourceful  for  all  the  wants  of  men.  His  works  were  the  manifestation 
of  a  spirit  that  is  measureless  in  the  eternal  nurture  of  God.  His  deeds,  as  his 
few  years  on  earth,  were  his  limitation.  His  love,  his  devotion,  made  him  at  one 
with  God,  and  the  ministry  of  centuries  in  his  name  hath  not  exhausted  his  spirit, 
nor  shall  discipleship  ever  drink  its  depths  dry,  nor  human  need  turn  away  un¬ 
relieved  by  his  love.  Within  himself  he  was  more  than  words  could  tell  or  action 
show.  Without  himself  his  words  could  not  have  been  uttered  nor  his  deeds  done. 

In  a  discourse,  April  29,1917,  I  said  of  the  word  ’Christian*  —the  term 
is  truly  international,  even  cosmic  to  our  thought  when  we  know  that,  as  we  derive 
it  from  the  precepts  and  practice  of  the  Christ,  there  is  fundamental  to  it  the 
universal  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man.  Nothing  may 
live  and  persist  beyond  the  universal,  for  this  is  all-inclusive— only  conditioned 
to  individual  intelligence  upon  the  perception  and  practice  of  it,  for  again  the 
individual  must  be  harmonized  with  the  All. 

In  a  little  book  I  published  about  the  same  time  as  the  date  just  above, 
ib  this  statement  As  Cnrist  taught,  Christianity  is  more  than  a  name  under  the 
sun;  it  is  a  broadly,  inclusive  spirit  and  a  brotherly  life. 

I  may  always  stand  by  those  utterances  as  verifiable. 

The  book  for  which  an  opinion  is  asked  is  an  able  production  as  presenting 
the  views  of  the  author  and  those  of  a  class  of  thinkers.  To  me,  it  is  dogmatic. 

The  letter  killeth,  but  the  spirit  giveth  life."  It  rather  comes  under  the  descrip 
tive  designation  of  the  first  member  of  that  sentence.  It  is  not  of  vital  interest" 
or  value  for  the  practical,  every-day  life  of  man. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  I  have  been, progressively,  a  student  of  general 
-literature.  A  careful  reading,  many  years  ago,  of  Matthew  Arnold’s  "Literature 
and  Dogma"  and  "God  and  the  Bible,"  a  survey  of  James  Freeman  Clarke’s  "Ten  Great 
Religions,"  and  a  cursory  canvas  of  the  contents  of  Grace  Turnbull’s  "Tongues  of 
Fire,"  ’Irepresentative  selections  from  all  the  sacred  scriptures  throughout  the  ages 
enable  one  to  rise  above  the  dogmatism  of  Dr.  Speer’s  book  and  see  broadly  over  °  ’ 

the  fields  of  man's  life.  " 

The  pervasive  contention  of  this  book  is  for  the  deity  of  Jesus  Yes 
Jesus  was  deified  by  his  followers  after  his  death,  as  other  personages  have  been 
similarly  deified,  but  that  does  not  make  any  of  them  in  verity  God,  as  we  properly 
use  the  term  of  Infinity.  ^  F  * 

No  trace  of  deification  appears  in  the  earliest  Christian  literature. 
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Certainly,  if  language  means  anything, St.  Paul  did  not  think  of  Jesus  as  God.  In 
Ephesians  IV  we  read —  "One  Lord  (meaning  Jesus),  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God 
and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all."  The  two 
are  referred  to  as  distinct  in  personality.  There  are  other  passages  much  like  it; 
this,  for  instance,  which  is  more  decisive,  1  Corinthians  VIII,  "But  to  us  there  is 
but  one  God  the  Father,  of  whom  are  all  things,"  etc.  This  again  in  Ephesians.  "I 
bow  my  knee  unto  the  Fathercf  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  the  whole*  family  in 
heaven  and  earth  is  named."  Jesus  is  not  included  in  the  Godhead,  but  in  His  family. 
And  Jesus  gave  his  disciples  a  formula  of  prayer,  beginning  "Our  Father."  He  shared 
with  them  in  a  reverence  for  God  as  Father. 

The  God  that  Paul  declared  on  Mars’  hill,  who  "hath  made  of  one  blood  all 
nations  of  men,"  in  whom  "we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being,"  was  not  the  person 
who  came  to  earth  a  babe,  grew  as  a  child  in  stature  and  in  wisdom,  and  in  the  temple 
at  twelve  years  of  age  said  that  he  "must  be  about  his  Father’s  business,"  and  finally 
was  crucified  between  thieves;  else  he  was  not  outwardly  true  to  his  real  self,  and, 
in  the  tragedy  of  the  cross,  was  futilly  assuming  and  more  than  apparently  failing  as 
God.  But  in  that  loyalty  to  a  cause  when  he  cried  out  "My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou 
iorsaken  me?"  in  a  loyalty  and  a  trueness  when  God  was  seemingly  untrue  to  him, 
we  have  an  exemplification  of  a  spirit  of  supremacy  in  a  human  life  which  cannot  be 
transcended. 


The  universalism  of  Paxil  is  manifest  in  many  passages,  notably  1  Corinthians 
.,  24—28 ,  Ephesians  I,  9,  10,  1  Timothy  II,  1—4,  in  all  of  which  it  is  described 
as  wrought  by  agencies  which  continue  active  or  persist  until  the  work  is  fully 
accomplished,  which  utterly  forbids  any  doctrine  set  forth  by  him  in  which  Jesus  is 
named  as  paying  the  penalty  due  man’s  sins,  or  thus  making  an  atonement  for  sin,  for 
which  confession  of  him  as  having  done  so  one  is  saved,  and  for  lack  of  confession 
one  is  to  be  damned.  This  kind  of  an  atonement  and  redemption  is  the  other  main 
contention  of  Dr.  Speer’s  book.  If  Paul  set  forth  any  such  doctrine,  he  was  wretch¬ 
edly  inconsistent  with  the  stated  process  of  his  universalism.  It  is  certain  to  some 
scholars  that  he  did  not  so  teach;  it  is  merely  read  into  his  words  that  do  not  of 
themselves  contain  it. 


Repeatedly,  Dr.  Speer  reminds  the  reader  that  epistles  of  Paul  were  written 
oefore  the  Gospels,  and  says  that  these  latter  should  not  have  been  written  if  Paul’s 
etters  had  not  been.  He  seems  to  think  the  Gospel  writers  borrowed  from  Paul, 
inese  is  little  significance,  if  any,  in  this.  There  were  current  traditions,  or 
j_ear  say,  among  the  Christians  years  before  the  general  writings  which  have  come  down 

0  ^s>.and  scholars  know  that  there  were  memoranda  from  which  much  came  or  was 
amplified  later. 


.  Paul  made  mistakes  about  some  things,  the  disciples,  or  those  who  reoorted  the 
saymgs  of  Jesus,  sometimes  misunderstood  him.  Not  one  of  them  was  infallible 
datthew  Arnold  truly  asserts  that  Jesus  was  above  the  heads  of  his  reporters?  'and  cau¬ 
tions  that  we  must  be  very  careful  with  the  written  reports  to  get  back  to  the  reel 
^esus  through  them.  In  Paul's  first  letter,  that  to  the  Thessalonians,  he  speaks 
of  Jesus  as  coming  again,  that  some  will  have  died  and  some,  of  whom  he  speaks  in  the 
first  person,  shall  be  alive-  "we  which  are  alive  and  remain  unto  the  cS  of  the 

shli  Sv  n°t  prevent  them  which  are  asleep.  ...  Then  we  which  are  alive  Ind  remain 
shall  be  caught  up  togetW  with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air." 
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But/  it-  did  not  happen!  Paul  with  other  Christians  of  the  time  was  disappointed 
fallibly  in  the  expectation. 

There  were  at  least  two  of  the  Synoptic  writers  that  did  not  authorize  any 
such  expectation  (Matthew  XXIV,  15,  16,  Luke  XXI,  20,  21)  j  nor  did  John’s  Gospel, 
reporting  Jesus,  authorize  it,  but  to  the  contrary  (John  XVII).  The  Christians  were 
to  t*lee  from  Jerusalem  or  Judea  to  the  mountains  when  they  saw  certain  signs.  The 
material  world  was  not  going  to  end,  and  the  Christians,  according  to  John  too,  were 
not  to  be  caught  up  in  the  air,  but  were  to  remain  in  the  world,  or  with  their  feet 
on  the  earth,  for  the  good  they  could  do. 


It  is  very  significant  that  Jesus  should  associate  with  the  downfall  of 
Jerusalem  which. he  predicted— the  city  of  the  Jews  that  had  opposed  him—  the  coming 
of  his  kingdom  in  power  and  glory  beyond  it,  which  the  years  in  their  far  reach 
forward  might  witness.  .The  triumphant  beginning  should  be  during  that  generation, 
and  the  parable  of  the  judgment  (Matthew  XXV)  describes  with  Oriental  imagery  the 
process  to  a  careful  reading.  The  Christians  in  that  parable  do  not  stand  in  the 
judgment-  These,  my  brethren,"  are  the  ones  in  reference  to  whom,  or  to  whose  life 
and  wor..,  the  judgment  is  taking  place.  Those  on  the  right  hand  and  those  on  the 
ieit  are  equally  ignorant  of  the  Master.  All  nations  are  coming  progressively  under 
>  r  sway  of  Christian  truth  and  judgment  after  its  standards.  An£  many  persons,  with¬ 
out  a  knowledge  of  the  Christ,  will  be  doing,  and  are  doing,  in  the  Christian  eon 
v.r  age  what  he  approves,  and  may  be  assured  of  the  time  quality  of  the  eonial  life. 

.  Something  of  the  Gospels  will  be  properly  understood  considering  the  event  of  1 1 
P  c  e  triumphant  beginning,  but  has  been  otherwise  misunderstood.  The  Christ  must 
have  h1S  o™  in  spirit  to  do  his  work,  and  the  unqualified  are  not  kceptaSe  ?or  u! 
fMtfe  f*°ar.e  representative  have  a  mission  to  the  unqualified.  The  rejection  ’ 
of  tUt  PreparatOIy  to  *  ^  be^inclusive 

v  .  .,  Cr#  Speer  refers  to  Clement  of  Alexandria  and  Origen,  and  quotes  Clement 

^Sr1fss;iv“„vSi;rl‘‘ "•  -  »■* 

portion  of  the  Ante-Nicene,  or  Greek,  fathers  believed  in  and  taught  of  the  imma- 

Fith  beautimhconsi  *heology  P  1*leh  Jesus  ^  man, God's  judgment  and  work,  appear 
or  oon^stonoy  and  in  harmony  with  the  New  Testament.  The  Post-Nieene 

L  tin,  fathers  had  a  difference  theology  arranged  about  Tor)  ao  oi x  f 

cendent,  man  without  God  is  depraved,  he  Suld^f saS^  £e  demSd^oftte 
Of  fUS  TS  n*eded  t0  law  for  him,  and  to  pay  the  penalty 

premise  as  to  Sd/the' Lnter^Ly0 theological  system. ^d8^^ 

Godr°^^  r?^°f  ln  P16  ^^istian  philosophy  which  he  formulated  with' SaTimmanent^ 
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ta^htT^i°vf aeSi .  ^  °tterS  °f  016  Greek  fathers  -d 

invalidates  his  efficacies  a'liff  on^ST^Ithi  itiind  fr°m  Sl1  others 
or  influence.  It  may  fit  a  schpmp  tn  cr0+  *  .i  ias  dlbbbe  or  no  moral  meaning 

gives  them  nothing  virtually  to  lay  hold  uponPf or^h +  °Ut  ^  yorld>  but 
If  men  were  not  natively  capable  of  «n  .y,  1 l-  •  righteous  living  in  the  world. 

•'  *■  sL.'uriSS.r^”  °f- 

The  name  should  stand  for  the  life  Tf  •?+  ,  -x 

Jesus  lived  for  others.  He  sought  nn+  v-  n0t,  lt  means  next  to  nothing, 

came  not  to  do  his  will  apart  from  the  3  place  of  happiness.  He 

sufficiency  of  Godhood.  He  waf amoS  min  1  G°Vh°  blesses  the  infinite 
his  exemplary  character.  "Follow  me  ^charged  disM  ferv?d'  "  and  he  enforced 
hhen  he  saw  persons  disabled  and  they^asked  in  T?°rks  like  his* 

restored  them  to  normal  selfhood  that  thev  be  helped’  he>  &s  reputed, 

helpful.  He  put  forces  to  work irfhl^L f V helpless,  but 
in  realization  of  the  brotherhood  of  life^  S+°^C  be  perfective  of  humanity 

is  a  contradiction  of  the  lesion  o-  thf  M*  J  tteory  of  atonement 

for  heroism  in  men.  He  presumed  upon  the‘'nstoh"  rJhtiil^iV  he™10  Called 
ism,  and,  m  that  supremacy  of  spirit  miniw  ’ 1§htfal  liking  m  men  for  hero- 

unto  him,  quickening  them  in  the*  sense  of ^ the  w  ^  CrOSS,  would  "draw  a11  men" 
to  serve.  6  S6nse  of  heroic,  consummating  in  them  the  will 

association,3  SUeoMityr3t^r0orenar aUVe  Ufe  °f  ±n  neigbhorliness  or 
every  year, ^ individually  and  collectively* ^oidTive  wo:fld»  *™ry  day  and 

1;,»  entire  in  the  principle  of  good  related  tA  ♦  -,.in  lls  sPirdt  which  was,  and 

it  influence,  in  this  i/has  pofer  Tais 

inclusiveness  of  the  good  wherever  M  •  18  besides  gives  it 

in  other  name  or  company  casting  out  devil-  t early  fjs01Ples  had  forbidden  one 
ness  but  said  »He  «£  L  no^^fainst  ^is'o/oT pf“.“0t  SanCtl°“  ^ 

tie  arLrS^hi^^e^^i^  Ig*  £°°k  *****  the  finality  of  Jesus 

it  and  have  merit  of  their  own,  and  our  arOTeciatt^V^'  Many  ma7  °°me 
W°rks  my  be  editying  to  us  without  dishonoring  anotter.  "  °f  tteir  words  and 

(Signed)  Charles  C. Conner 
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God  is  that  One  who  has  overcome  his  own  monotony. 

Somewhere  in  him,  personality  faced  monotony 
and  won!  Somewhere  in  him  human  personality 
finds  its  chance  to  do  the  same.  What  threatened 
supreme  defeat  turns  out  to  be  man’s  consummate 
conquest! 


“THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST” 
Charles  C.  Conner 

The  above  title  is  that  of  a  book  by  Robert  E.  Speer,  being 
the  L.  P.  Stone  lectures,  1932-33,  Princeton  Theological  Seminary, 
and  the  Gay  lectures,  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 
The  book  was  passed  to  me  from  an  unnamed  friend  by  the 
manager  of  the  local  bookstore  (East  Northfield,  Mass.)  with  a 
I  request  for  my  opinion  of  it.  This  is  what  was  said  to  him: 

The  title  is  significant,  and  I  have  been  for  a  long  time  con- 
I  vinced  that  it  is  true.  In  a  discourse  given  August  1,  1897,  I  said 
I  of  Jesus  the  Christ:  He  was  resourceful  for  all  the  wants  of  men. 
I  His  works  were  the  manifestation  of  a  spirit  that  is  measureless 
in  the  eternal  nurture  of  God.  His  deeds,  as  his  few  years  on 
I  earth,  weie  his  limitation.  His  love,  his  devotion,  made  him  at 
one  with  God,  and  the  ministry  of  centuries  in  his  name  hath  not 
I  exhausted  his  spirit,  nor  shall  discipleship  ever  drink  its  depths 
I  dry,  nor  human  need  turn  away  unrelieved  by  his  love. 

In  a  discourse  April  29,  1917,  I  said  of  the  word  Christian: 

I  The  term  is  truly  international,  even  cosmic  in  our  thought  when 
I  we  know  that,  as  we  derive  it  from  the  precepts  and  practice  of 
I  the  Christ,  there  is  fundamental  to  it  the  universal  fatherhood  of 
|  God  and  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man.  Nothing  may 
|  live  and  persist  beyond  the  universal,  for  this  is  all-inclusive— 

I  only  conditioned  to  individual  intelligence  upon  the  perception 
I  and  practice  of  it,  for  again  the  individual  must  be  harmonized 
I  with  the  All. 

In  a  little  book  I  published  about  the  same  time  as  the  date 
I  above,  is  this  statement:  As  Christ  taught,  Christianity  is  more 
than  a  name  under  the  sun;  it  is  a  broadly  inclusive  spirit  and  a 
I  brotherly  life. 

I  may  always  stand  by  those  utterances  as  verifiable. 

The  book  for  which  an  opinion  is  asked  is  an  able  production 
as  presenting  the  views  of  the  author  and  those  of  a  class  of 
I  thinkers.  To  me,  it  is  dogmatic.  “The  letter  killeth,  but  the 
spirit  giveth  life.”  It  rather  comes  under  the  descriptive  desig¬ 
nation  of  the  first  member  of  that  sentence.  It  is  not  of  vital 
interest  or  value  for  the  practical,  every-day  life  of  man. 

|  For  more  than  fifty  years  I  have  been,  progressively,  a  stu- 
|  dent  of  general  literature.  A  careful  reading,  many  years  ago,  of 
Arnold  s  Literature  and  Dogma”  and  “God  and  the  Bible  ”  a 
survey  of  James  Freeman  Clarke’s  “Ten  Great  Religions,”  and  a 
cursory  canvass  of  the  contents  of  Grace  Turnbull’s  “Tongues  of 
Dre,  “representative  selections  from  all  the  sacred  scriptures 
_  roughout.  the  age,”  enable  one  to  rise  above  the  dogmatism  of 
r.  bpeer  s  book  and  see  broadly  over  the  fields  of  man’s  life. 

The  pervasive  contention  of  this  book  is  for  the  deity  of  Jesus . 
es,  Jesus  was  deified  by  his  followers  after  his  death,  as  other 
Personages  have  been  similarly  deified,  but  that  does  not  make 
y  ot  them  in  verity  God,  as  we  properly  use  the  term  of  Infinity. 
era,  trace  of  deification  appears  in  the  earliest  Christian  lit- 
,Trtainly’  lf  language  means  anything,  St.  Paul  did 
hink  of  Jesus  as  God.  He  wrote  to  the  Ephesians  of  unity— 

Fatbl  °Id  .(.meamng  Jesus)>  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and 
Tbo  + r  t  ’  Wh°  is  above  all>  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all.” 

In  b;  Wfi°’  IT*  and  G°d’  are  referred  t0  as  distinct  in  personality. 

“in  „S  5  6tter  t0  the  Corinthians  he  said  very  decisively  that 
Also  !  ^reiS  hut  oneGod  the  Father,  of  whom  are  all  things,”  etc. 
LorH  t°  th®  ^Phesians,  “I  bow  my  knee  unto  the  Father  of  our 

is  na^e!T»ChTnSt’  °f  Wh°m  the  Wh0le  family  in  heaven  and  earth 
familv  a  Jesus  is  not  included  in  the  Godhead,  but  in  His 

nine  ‘‘D  w  ,  US  gaVe  hls  disciples  a  formula  of  prayer,  begin- 

as  Father  Father”  He  shared  with  them  in  a  reverence  for  God 

The  God  that  Paul  declared  on  Mars’  hill,  who  “hath  made 


of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men,”  in  whom  “we  live,  and  move,  and 
have  our  being,”  was  not  the  person  that  came  to  earth  a  babe, 
grew  as  a  child  in  stature  and  in  wisdom,  and  in  the  temple' 
at  twelve,  years  of  age  said  that  he  must  be  about  his  “Father’s 
business,”  and  finally  was  crucified  between  thieves;  else  he  was 
not  outwardly  true  to  his  real  self,  and,  in  the  tragedy  of  the 
cross,  it  looks  like  futile  assumption  and  failure.  But  in  his 
loyalty  to  a  cause  when  he  cried  out,  “My  God,  my  God,  why  hast 
thou  forsaken  me?” — in  a  loyalty  and  a  trueness  when  God  was 
seemingly  untrue  to  him,  together  with  his  nonresponsiveness  to 
hate  or  evil,  being  reviled,  reviling  not  again,  but  saying,  “Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do,”  there  is  an  exem¬ 
plification  of  a  spirit  of  supremacy  in  a  human  life  which  cannot 
be  transcended. 

The  universalism  of  Paul  is  manifest  in  several  passages, 
notably  1  Corinthians  15  :  24-28,  Ephesians  1  :  9,  10,  1  Timothy 
2  :  1-4,  in  all  of  which  it  is  described  as  wrought  by  agencies 
which  continue  active,  or  persist,  until  the  work  is  fully  accom¬ 
plished,  which  utterly  forbids  any  doctrine  set  forth  by  him  in 
which  Jesus  is  named  as  paying  the  penalty  due  man’s  sin,  or  thus 
making  an  atonement  for  sin,  for  which  confession  of  him  as 
having  done  so  one  is  saved,  and  for  lack  of  confession  one  is  to 
be  damned.  This  kind  of  an  atonement  and  redemption  is  the 
other  main  contention  of  Dr.  Speer’s  book.  If  Paul  set  forth  any 
such  doctrine,  he  was  wretchedly  inconsistent  with  the  stated 
progfe  of  his  universalism.  It  is  certain  to  some  scholars  that 
he  did  not  so  teach;  it  is  merely  read  into  his  words  that  do  not 
of  themselves  contain  it. 

Repeatedly,  Dr.  Speer  reminds  the  reader  that  epistles  of 
Pau  were  written  before  the  Gospels,  and  says  that  these  latter 
would  not  have  been  written  if  Paul’s  letters  had  not  been.  He 
seems  to  think  the  Gospel  writers  borrowed  from  Paul  There  is 
little  significance,  if  any,  in  this.  There  were  current  traditions 
or  hearsay,  among  the  Christians  years  before  the  general  writings 
which  have  come  down  to  us,  and  scholars  know  that  there  were 
memoranda  from  which  much  came  or  was  amplified  later. 

Paul  made  mistakes  about  some  things;  the  disciples,  or 
those  who  reported  the  sayings  of  Jesus,  sometimes  misunder¬ 
stood  him.  Not  one  of  them  was  infallible.  Matthew  Arnold 
truly  asserts  that  Jesus  was  above  the  heads  of  his  reporters 
and  cautions  that  we  must  be  very  careful  with  the  written  re¬ 
ports  to  get  back  to  the  real  Jesus  through  them.  In  Paul’s  first 
letter,  that  to  the  Thessalonians,  he  speaks  of  Jesus  as  coming 
agam,  that  some  will  have  died  and  some,  of  whom  he  speaks  in 
the  first  person,  shall  be  alive— “we  which  are  alive  and  remain 
unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord  shall  not  prevent  them  which  are 
asleep.  .  Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain  shall  be  caught 
up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air.” 

ut  it  did  not  happen!  Paul  with  other  Christians  of  the  time 
was  disappointed  fallibly  in  the  expectation. 

There  were  at  least  two  of  the  Synoptic  writers  that  did  not 
authorize  any  such  expectation  (Matthew  24  :  15  16  Luke  21  • 

20  21);  nor  did  John’s  Gospel,  reporting  Jesus,  authorize t,  but 
to  the  contrary  (John  17).  The  Christians  were  to  flee  from  Jeru- 

The^natre  Ufa  mountains  when  they  saw  certain  signs. 

WaS  n0t  g°ing  t0  end’  and  the  Christians,  ac¬ 
cording  to  John  too,  were  not  to  be  caught  up  in  the  air,  but  were 

tSZ  ToXTd’  °r  With  their  **  the6 

,  ^  ’f  1)er'y  significant  that  Jesus  should  associate  with  the 

JWafa  of  Je™salem  which  he  predicted-the  city  of  the  Jews 
that  had  opposed  him-the  coming  of  his  kingdom  in  power  and 
g  ry  beyond  it,  which  the  years  in  their  far  reach  forward  might 
tness.  The  triumphant  beginning  should  be  during  that  gen- 
eration,  and  the  parable  of  the  judgment  (Matthew  25)  describes 

Oriental  imagery  the  process  to  a  careful  reading.  The 
hristians  in  that  parable  do  not  stand  in  the  judgment— “these 
y  brethren  are  the  ones  in  reference  to  whom,  or  to  whose  life 
!d,WOr,k’the  Judgment  is  taking  place.  Those  on  the  right 
and  and  those  on  the  left  are  eqully  ignorant  of  the  Master  All 
nations  are  coming  progressively  under  the  sway  of  Christian 
truth  and  judgment  after  its  standards.  And  many  person” 


S  a°eUtrlS0Wledge  °f  ,hC  Christ’  Bi"  be  ^  “4  are  doing, 
n  the  Christian  eon  or  age  what  he  approves,  and  may  be  as¬ 
sured  of  the  true  quality  of  the  eonial  life  . 

siderfnTthtlvL0/  ^ G°Spels  wil1  be  Properly  understood  con¬ 
sidering  the  event  of  the  expected  triumphant  beginning  but  has 

The  Christ  must  have’his  own 

it  vet  tho  u  ’  an  the  Unqualified  are  not  acceptable  for 

quaMed  Th  i6  representative  hav^  a  mission  to  the  un- 
quahfied  The  rejection  is  not  of  a  final  state,  but  preparatory  to 

work  which  is  destined  to  be  inclusive  of  need  to  the  uttermost. 

Dr  Speer  refers  to  Clement  of  Alexandria  and  Origen  and 

nenah  ^ bUt  n°thing  appears  in  such  that  Christ  paid  the 
penalty  for  man  s  sin  and  that  redemption  is  offered  through  this 

Fathers’^ an!?  *7°  blgsets  °£,  books  with  titles,  “Ante-Nicene 
f  athers  and  Post-Nicene  Fathers.”  They  are  different  in 

AnteNicene"  “  phat,thfey ,teach’  The  major  portion  of  the 
nte-Nicene,  or  Greek,  fathers  believed  in  and  taught  of  the 

manent  God,  and  held  a  theology  in  which  Jesus  and  man 

fnd  in  r  gment  anid  W°rk’  appear  With  beautiful  consistency 
Latin  ? atrr°n^  W,lth  N 6W  Testament.  The  Post-Nicene,  or 
S“’fathters  had  a  dlfferent  theology  arranged  about  God  as 
together  transcendent:  man  without  God  is  depraved,  he  could 

”e°edS 1o  of  drrd%0f  T  ,aw  iius  w“ 

needed  to  obey  the  law  for  him,  and  to  pay  the  penalty  of  its 

violation,  etc.  Quite  consistent  in  itself  as  a  system,  bit  on  a 

Andnti?remiSe  t0  G°d’  tHe  CCnter  °f  any  theol°gical  system. 
And  this  is  read  into  some  of  Paul’s  words  in  the  Christian 

philosophy  which  he  formulated  with  an  immanent  God  while 
ifVn  ^ ry  Sf6'  His  universahsm,  in  his  manner  of  stating 

"S’  f  dS/t’  as  1  have  said-  And  k  may  be  asserted 
without  any  fear  of  contradiction  that  in  the  Synoptic  Gospels 
not  cue  feature  of  the  Latin  theology  can  be  discovered 

f  tv,  CTnfft  °!  Alexandria,  and  Origen,  and  others  of  the  Greek 
athers  held  and  taught  a  universalism  at  one  with  Paul 

And  now  let  me  say  that  making  Jesus  exceptional  in  kind 
from  all  others  invalidates  his  efficacy  as  a  life  on  earth.  It  has 
httle  or  no  moral  meaning  or  influence.  It  may  fit  a  scheme  to 
get  people  safely  out  of  the  world,  but  gives  them  nothing  vir¬ 
tually  to  lay  hold  upon  for  nghtous  living  in  the  world.  If  men 
were  not  natively  capable  of  such  living,  and  do  live  much  re- 

.  gardless  of,  or  m  spite  of,  an  erroneous  belief,  it  would  be  disas¬ 
trous  indeed. 

The  name  should  stand  for  the  life.  If  it  does  not,  it  means 
next  to  nothing.  Jesus  lived  for  others.  He  sought  not  for 
himself  a  place  of  happiness.  He  came  not  to  do  his  will  apart 
from  the  will  of  God,  who  blesses  in  the  infinite  sufficiency  of 
Godhood.  He  was  among  men  “as  one  that  served,”  and  he 
enforced  his  exemplary  character.  “Follow  me”  charged  dis- 
cipleship  with  works  like  unto  his.  When  he  saw  persons  dis¬ 
abled  and  they  asked  in  faith  to  be  helped,  he,  as  reputed,  re¬ 
stored  them  to  normal  selfhood  that  they  might  be  thence,  not 
p,e_sa’  but  helpful.  He  put  forces  to  work  in  humanity  which 
sb°u.ld  be  Perfective  of  humanity  in  realization  of  the  brotherhood 
The  Post-Nicene  theory  of  atonement  is  a  contradiction 
of  the  mission  of  the  Master,  who  was  himself  heroic  and  called  for 
heroism  in  men.  He  presumed  upon  the  natural,  rightful  liking 
in  men  for  heroism,  and,  in  that  supremacy  of  spirit  manifest  on 
the  cross,  would  “draw  all  men”  unto  him,  quickening  them  in 
the  sense  of  the  heroic,  consummating  in  them  the  will  to  serve. 

.  Jesus  is  thus  the  supremely  representative  life  of  men  in 
neighborliness  or  association,  in  community,  state,  or  nation,  or 
world.  All  the  world,  every  day  and  every  year,  individually 
and  collectively,  should  live  in  his  spirit,  which  was,  and  is,  en¬ 
tire  in  the  principle  of  good  related  to  man’s  life  and  welfare. 

This  gives  it  influence,  in  this  it  has  power  of  impartation,  and 
this  besides  gives  it  inclusiveness  of  the  good  wherever  found 
^The  early  disciples  had  forbidden  one  in  other  name  or  company 
casting  out  devils.  Jesus  did  not  sanction  their  exclusiveness 
but  said,  “He  that  is  not  against  us  is  on  our  part.” 

So  I  reaffirm  the  truth  of  the  title  of  the  book  by  saying  the 
finality  of  Jesus  the  Christ  is  in  his  universality.  None  may  go 
beyond  that.  Many  may  come  within  it  and  have  merit  of  their 


own,  and  our  appreciation  of  them  and  of  their  words  and  *  , 
may  be  edifying  to  us  without  dishonoring  another.  °rks 

*  *  * 

report  of  the  commission  on  foreign  affair* 

AND  WORLD  PEACE*  RS 

This  Commission  has  little  to  report  of  special  activity 
Having  no  meetings  and  only  a  small  appropriation  it  cann^ 
function  very  constructively. 

v*nfH°WTr’  ifc  did  arrange  a  conference  at  the  Buffalo  Co, 

World  AHWhen  7%  ard  Dr-  Henry  A-  Atkins’  secretary  offfi' 
World  Alliance  for  International  Friendship  through  the  Church! 

and  ,t  has  secured  Dr.  Fred  B.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Alliance,  to  conduct  a  Round  Table  ThnvsZ 
afternoon  and  to  address  the  Convention  on  Thursday  event 
The  members  of  the  Commission  have  sought  in  various  wat 
to  affi  even  a  little  in  lifting  mankind  toward  this  great  objective 

“weltS  °n  dearth’i77°d  WlH  am°ng  men’  God  cannot  be  very 
efl  pleased  with  His  children  until  they  win  that  goal. 

he  Commission  has  addressed  letters  to  Hon  Huch  q 

Gibson,  former  President  Hoover  and  Secretary  Stimson  with 

Jherr^e  /  d!Sa™ament-  Vari°as  articles  have  appeared  L 
the  Christian  Leader  on  the  general  subject  of  peace  and  our 
responsibilities  as  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 

I  he  chairman,  through  membership  on  the  Commission  n, 

ChuShtl0na!  JUStiCe  and  G°°d  WiU  °f  the  Federal  Council  of 
t?pW^,aS  a  member  0f  the  Clergymen's  Advisory  Board  of 
the  W  orld  Alliance  which  meets  with  the  Executive  Committed 
has  valuable  contacts  with  these  great  organizations. 

tace  of ^hp011  d  Urg7thal  Universalists  everywhere  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  approaching  Armistice  anniversary  as  an  opportunity 

to  demand  that  steps  be  taken  to  make  another  great  war  forever 

impossible,  that  activities  not  be  left  to  formal  committees 
politicians  and  lobbyists.  committees, 

"VhiS  end  We  ??r0P0Se  the  folIowing  resolutions  and  urge 

CnnV  TT  °r  81  ar  measures  be  adopted  at  State  Conven¬ 
tions  and  wherever  our  people  gather: 

1‘  We  eommend  the  administration  at  Washington  for  its  un- 

the-hSSC™  ”  C"ba  a"d  W<!  8  C°"tim"“i°"  »' 

2.  We  approve  the  six  point  program  for  the  Disarmament 
Conference  at  Geneva,  which  has  been  endorsed  by  millions  of 

men  and  women  th  ,d  ^  and  ^  ^  notJ£^; 

points  are'0”15  thC  W°Hd  ”  the  present  time-  The  s“ 

(a)  Substantial  reduction  of  existing  armaments. 

(o)  No  rearmament. 

and  wffhAth0!iti0n  7aggTiVe  Weapons  within  a  definite  period, 

oMhlair  l  immedlate  el,immation  of  all  bombing  from  the  air, 
of  the  air  weapon  in  general  and  of  poison  gas. 

menti^  Limitati°n  of  exPenditure  to  prevent  rivalries  in  arma- 

manufLfnret,™  trade.™10”  °* 

A  ,pc;rmanent  organization  to  carry  out  the  above  pro- 
Conference!  W°rk  begUn  by  the  ^-armament 

embark  pH  6  ^  °UT  regret  that  the  United  States  has 

tffi,P  H  3  lg  NaVy  buiIding  Program  at  this  critical 

2’  We  arge  up™  the  Resident  and  Congress  that  they 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^^10*1^  appropriatmn  requested  by  the 

and  IS  °1  ‘I'"  faCt  tHat  the  miHtary  minded  in  both  Japan 
d  the  United  States  are  utilizing  the  naval  building  program  to 

effort!  8USP1Tn/nd  fear  in  botb  nations,  we  urgent  special 
?  be  made  1°  counteract  this  deplorable  situation  by  means 
of  assurances  to  the  Japanese  that  we  of  the  United  States  desire 
only  to  be  at  peace  with  them  and  to  settle  all  disputes  by  friendly 

rnnvp8'  tnAnd  W<?  W°Uld  reqUesfc  our  representatives  in  Japan  to 
C°nVey  thlS  message  t0  ad  Japanese  whom  they  are  able  to  reach. 

*Made  to  the  Universalist  General  Convention  at  Worcester. 


NANKING  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


Nanking,  China 


October  4 ,  1933 


- 

Dr*  Robert  E.  Speer, 

15  6  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Robert: 

I  do  not  know  if  anyone  has  sent  you  a  copy  in  Chinese  of 
your  review  of  Re-Thinking  Missions.  Perchance  this  was 
neglected,  I  am  sending  you  separately  two  or  three  copies. 

The  translation  was  done  by  one  of  our  graduate  Btudents, 
assisted  by  Dr.  Li  Tien-lu,  our  Dean.  I  hope  the  work  in 
Chinese  will  do  much  good.  I  am  sure  it  will.  Dr.  Shoemaker 
and  others  have  been  very  zealous  in  distributing  free  copies. 

.1  " 

I  am  reading  your  great  book.  The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  marvel  at  the  work  that  you  have  put  into  it,  and  we  are 
truly  your  debtors.  Would  that  the  note  that  you  have  struck  ^ 

ring  throughout  the  whole  Christian  world/ 

*  •  ■ 

I  hope  that  our  Seminary  here,  whatever  its  enlargement, 

with  possible  funds  from  the  Wendel  Estate,  will  build  on  no 
other  foundation.  We  have  opened  hopefully  with  Dr.  Handel 
Lee,  our  Chinese  President,  on  the  job.  We  have  an  increase 
of  students  and  a  good  quality  of  men. 

With  much  affection. 


As  ever  yours 
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KiWLZ 


X  have  myself  purchased  a  couple  of  hundred  copies 
of  Dr.  Price's  translation  of  Dr.  H.K.  Speer's  very  fine  pamphlet 
.on  "Appraising  the  Appraisers".  Shoulu  any  of  you  need  copies 
of  this  for  distribution  amongst  the  preachers  or  other  friends 
I  will  be  glad  to  give  them  to  you,  if  you  will  let  me  imow 
how  many  you  wish. 

I  under st a "that  a  meeting  of  the  j^xeedtive 
Committee  of  Foreign  Mfirsions  was  held  on  ye  Tuesday.  They  are 
perhaps  studying  t^e  -financial  situation  and  we  may  receive  a 
cable  from  them -with  in  the  next  wepki^but  as  yet  no  wDrd  has 
been  receivesKfrom  them  either  by  cable  or  mail. 

VJith  best  regards,  I  am,  as  ever. 
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-Sfirst  preshuterian  (EJjurclj 
^fUji,  ^Tefo  ^fork 
^Ba&ih  J§L  4Hac3mtes,  pastor 


October  20,  1933 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  ^venue 
New  Yok  City 


Dear  Dr.  Speeri 


v.  Having  just  finished  reading;  your  book. 

The  finality  of  Jesus  Christ",  I  cannot  refrain  from 
writing  you  to  let  you  know  how  much  I  appreciate  it. 

I  respect  the  scholarship  reflected  all  through  &he  book, 
it  shows  wide  reading  and  study,  deep  thought,  and  a 
thorough  grasp  of  the  subject.  But  more  than  that,  I 
admire  the  position  you  have  taken  in  exalting  Jesus 
Christ.  It  is  a  note  which  needs  to  be  sounded  claarly 
and  emphatically,  and  I  know  of  no  one  who  is  able  to 
soundA better  than  you  can  and  have.  It  has  strengthened 
my  own  devotion,  and  I  am  glad  that  you  have  given  us 

his  message  at  this  time  when  there  is  so  much  confusion 
of  thought  and  allegiance. 

The  people  here  at  Delhi  still  recall  with 
great  pleasure  vour  visit  of  a  few  years  ago.  If  Vou  ever 

^aI?i\d0Sir!  1°  tak®  another  tr>iP  into  the  Catskills,  we 
snail  be  most  nappy.  Again.  I  thank  ynU  for  your  book! 


Most  sincerely, 


:  < '  •  .  ■. , 

-  -  ;  i  *.■  :  ,  >..V 
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. 
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WASHINGTON  BLVD. 
FAIRMOUNT  4463 


.  <?  p-  %tuhm4 

^auUbnvb  p.  (Efjurtlj 

LEE  ROAD  AND  WASHINGTON  BOULEVARD 

Cleveland  Heights.  Ohio 


October  27-1933. 


Robert  E. Speer, D.D. 
158-  Fifth  Ave . 

New  York,  N.Y. 


My  Dear  Dr. Speer: 


I  have  just  finished  reading  your  book  ” 
of  Jesus  Christ”,  and  I  write  this^sound 
appreciation . 


The  Finality 
a  note  of 


?°  ?lear>  informing,  convincing, and  so 
needle  in .  ulus  day  of  so-called  broad  thinking.  It 

vou  fo^thp  *?00  wb?n  a  Junior  in  College  that  I  heard 
you  for  the  first  time  in  Northfield.  I  caught  a  note 

of  sincerity  at  that  time  that  has  never  been  dissin- 
ateo  and  I  have  caught  the  same  note  in  this  book," 
J>arn  ?°^P  debtor  once  again,  I  want  to  thank  you 

t?inqh  *  Vbolesoine  and  refreshing  message  which  it"  con¬ 
tains,  with  a  prayer  that  it  shall  be  widely  read.  I 


Since rly  Yours, 


» 


*  ,  ■ 


•K 
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Professor  D.  Dr.  Julius  Richter 
Berlin-Steglitz 

Grillparzerstrasse  15 


Berlin,  December  5,1955 


Fleming  Revell 

156  Fifth  Avenue 

New  York  City 


My  dear  Fleming  Revell j 

You  were  so  very  kind  to  send  me  November  6th 
Robert  Speer* s  new  book  "The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ."  I  have 
read  the  larger  part  of  it  on  my  return  journey.  And  I  am  full 
of  admiration  of  this  great  book.  The  conception  of  "The  Finality 
of  Jesus  Christ"  is  brought  out  in  such  bold  relief  and  the  propa¬ 
gation  of  this  Gospel  through  the  last  two  thousand  years  by 
theologians  and  missionary  leaders  of  all  nations  and  races  has 
been  represented  with  such  an  astounding  comprehensiveness  of 
learning  that  the  book  doubtless  is  a  very  valuable  contribution 
to  the  theological  controversy  raised  by  the  Laymen’s  Missionary 
Inquiry.  I  myself  fully  subscribe  to  the  theological  standpoint 
of  Robert  Speer  though  to  some  extent  I  would  prefer  a  somewhat 
different  line  of  arguments  with  regard  to  the  non-Christian 
religions.  Perhaps  I  might  state  my  view  in  the  following  terms: 
Robert  Speer  is  writing  as  a  Christian  Apologete  building  up  a 
bulwark  of  Christian  conviction  behind  which  the  Christian  theolo¬ 
gians  and  laymen  are  well  protected  against  any  possible  attack. 

I  myself  should  prefer  the  battle  in  the  open  field  where  all  ere  face 
to  face  with  the  enemy  which  we  hope  to  overcome.  Of  course  the 

place  of  the  Stone  Lectures  at  Princeton  evidently  requested  a 

theological  treatment  of  an  apologetic  nature  such  as  Dr*  Speer  has 
gx  v©n  # 


Yours  very  sincerely, 

(Signed)  Julius  Richter. 
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AMERICAN  BAPTIST  FOREIGN  MISSION  SOCIETY 


BURMA  MISSION 


Rev.  C.  E.  Chaney,  d.d. 

FIELD  SECRETARY 


r 


^ i c  address; 


,A,  RANGOON. 


m 


■M  : 


121-d,  Mission  Road,  Rangoon  Burma. 

Dec.  15th  1933 


Dear  Dr.  Speer; 

X  an  writing  fron  beautiful  Darjeeling  where  Krs  Chaney 


and  myself  have  been  having  a  little  needed  holiday.  I  brought 
alone  with  me  a  copy  of  your  hook,  w7he  Finality  of  Jesus'*, which  I 

have  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  profit.  X  consider  it 
a  most  timely  and  monumental  hook  for  our  times, and  T  am  recommend¬ 
ing  tc  our  whole  Mission  Staff  that  every  missionary  ought  to 
read  this  hook.  Ky  own  faith  has  been  quickened  and  refreshed  by 
the  reading  of  the  hook.Te  read  your  appraisal  of  the  laymen's 
Report, which  I  consider  the  fairest, most  comprehensive  reply  that 
lias  been  made.  X  recognize  the  very  great;  value  of  much  of  that 
report, and.  we  wish  to  profit  by  it  all  we  can, but  X  also  recognize 
the  very  grave  dangers  in^t, because  of  its (misrepresentations)  in 
some  respects, and  its  extreem  modernism  in  others.  Your  bo  ok  "The 
Finality  of  Jesus" , almost  seems  to  have  been  written  in  parts  to  re¬ 
fute  the  tendency  of  syncretism  in  their  Report.  It  is  because  I 
feel  personally  greatly  indebted  to  you, and  because  X  believe  the 
Christian  Church  is  also  greatlynindebted  to  you  for  this  last  book, 
that  X  feel  constrained  to  impose  on  your  time  to  write  you  this 

sincere  word  of  appreciation. 

As  a  studend  at  ICt.  Heimon  1900—I°n3  and  in  toucii  vitn 
the  student  Conferences  therejalso  as  a  student  at  *ale  1903-190? 

I  frequently  in  the  past  came  under  the  inspiration  of  your  person¬ 
al  teaching  and  have  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  you.  One  Chapel 
address  you  gave  at  Yale  at  Prom  time^on  the  text  "He  that  believeth 
not  is  a  liar" — John  5:10.  ?To  other  address  in  college  years  stands 
out  as  that  one  because  of  its  courage  and  challenge  thrown  out  in 


the  midst  of  the  greatest  social  event  of  the  year.  ITo  other  address 
while  X  was  there  ever  so  stirred  the  student  body  with  anger  and 
with,  commendation,  Xn  spite  of  the  declarations  that  they  would 


limit  and11  the  senior^  la- 4  <rYon*n2  meeting  was  crowded  to  t’J 

ftrvr& 

the  recognition  of  a’sinc'ere  nessale  "<*"  rea ?%£*'*'  Tt  ^ 

*  r  m 


hleflsinG)7to°nan“0nJa?e=  an*  ci^/  ^ess  -y?u  ^  ™ke  you  0 
Prayer  of  one  of  yoSr^y  1"  ?he 

•  ^  i“tUQS  tne  foreign  field. 


Very  sincerely 
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THS  FINALITY  OF  CHRISTIANITY 


New 

CM.  C^ri^ 

re- 


A.  A  M  .  r  £  M  P  '  * 

Professor  Lynn  Harold  Hough,  Th.D.,  D.D.,  Ladison, 

Jersey,  writes  in  THE  EXPOSITORY  TI24LS  for  December  1933: 

/l 

’it  is  clear  enough  that  Paul  could  never  regard  the 
liglons  of  the  world  as  somehow  upon  a  level,  each  with  some 
contribution  to  make  to  the  final  religion  which  is  in  some  sense 
a  synthesis  of  them  all.  The  thing  of  which  he  was  perfectly  sure 
was  tnat  there  had  been  a  Divine  invasion  of  human  life  in  the  person 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  the  Christian  religion  was  not  an  aspect  of 
man  j  f°r  God»  but  was  God’s  quest  for  men,  God  in  action  in 

Jesus  Christ  for  the  remaking  of  human  life,  for  the  salvation  of  the 
individual  and  the  achievement  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  -life  of 

conviction  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  unicue  and 

Paul ®  j-£ni  f  i  ©ant  message  from  God  to  men  which  was  the  secret  of 

hfi  f*  And*n  Home  hiB  bought  of  Christ  took  the  loftiest 

"e  3&W  filXa  &S  the  Very  secret  of  the  life  of  the  universe 

f  hi  h  we  uro  a  Pa^t,  the  very  principle  by  which  all  things 

Church ’o-J  ?  ac  tu6lity  of  the  Divine  in  human  life.  And  the 

Church  of  twenty  centuries  is  essentially  with  Paul  at  this  point. 


religion  V  Hospitality  which  emasculates  the  Christian 

ifv  for  the  sake  of  friendly  contact  with  the  ethnic  faiths 
y0a{‘d.?aYe  “;*do  impossible  the  whole  history  of  the  triumphs  of  the 
Chnttian  religion  in  the  world.  Granted  that  there  are  solde¬ 
r-ends  in  all  the  fabrics  which  represent  the  ethnic  faiths 

worl^has^lent^illumi n  liehted  every  coming  inio  the 

the'  1  JlluxaiHation  at  some  point  to  one  after  another  of 

diB ti nc ti on°ha tw°nS  world;  Xt  remains  true  that  there  is  a 

betW0en  the  Christian  religion  and  the  ethnic  faiths 

searching  "til  hiW  th^f  *hey  ****«**»'  inaction 

action  for  the  aaiyatlon  o£  rBliaion  »•!»•••»»•  0°<5  in 

tji  7::’  CliilJl  t.  1  B  t  f  P  .V  .>.  AL  "  ....  '  ^  ^  3*X  b  $ 
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F?ab B i  Solomon  B.  Freehof,  D.  D 

K.  A.  M.  TEMPLE 
920  EAST  FIFTIETH  STREET 

CHICAGO 


December  11, 
1  9  5  3. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  ^>ear, 
c/o  Fleming  H  Revell, 
Publishers, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


Dear  Dr.  Spear: 


Somebody  was  kind  enough  to  present  me  with 
a  copy  of  your  book  THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST, 
ihe  book  interested  me  very  much.  I  learned  a 
great  deal,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  atti- 
tude  of  early  Christianity  to  Jesus.  I  was  also 
quite  taken  by  the  forthright  manner  in  which  you 
defend  the  classic  doctrines  of  Christianity. *  1 

May  I  make  a  comment  on  your  quotation 
rom  my  STORMERS  OF  HEAVEN  on  page  211  of  your  book? 

You  have  of  course  the  right  to  quote  as 
much  or  as  little  as  you  desire,  although,  of  course 

I  may  justly  claim  that  the  amount  that  you  quote  ' 
gi\es  an  unfair  .picture  of  my  opinion  of" Jesus. 

that  ±r}  justice  to  my  point-of-view  you 
:I  ght  have  quoted  the  following  from  page  209: 

"Whatever  else  piety  believes  him  to  have  been  the 
ian  must  have  been  unique  as  a  man.  Only  one  gen- 

thftti0n^af^r  hls  death'  Paul  was  able  to  convince 

Ms  Father thfh  ^US  W*S  suPerhuman>  that  Cod  was 

that  he  v/as  resurrected  from  the  grave, 

p  ™fn  can  now  find  salvation  through  him. 

of  the  extraordinary  eloquence  of  Saul 

Tarsus,  nevertheless  such  a  group  of  beliefs 
fould  have  been  built  only  around  a£  exceptional  man.” 


Rabbi  Solomon  B.  Freehof,  D.  D. 

K.  A.  M.  TEMPLE 
920  EAST  FIFTIETH  STREET 

CHICAGO 

Dr*  Spearx  -  page  tv/o  - 


I  believe  that  with  this  included  as  a  prelude 
what  you  have  quoted  from  page  210  of  my  book  would 
be  a  complete  and  a  fair  description  of  my  evalua¬ 
tion  of  Jesus. 

Besides  this  objection,  may  I  ask  that  in 
A.ster  editions  of  your  book,  you  do  not  capitalize 
His  .  Whenever  I  refer  to  Jesus  I  did  not  so 
capitalize  the  pronoun.  I  appreciate  the  fact  that 
it  is  natural  for  a  Christian  to  capitalize  the 
pronoun  when  it  refers  to  Jesus  but  it  is  certainly 
not  natural  for  a  Rabbi  to  whom  Jesus  is  not  divine 
to  do  so. 


May  I  again  express  the  pleasure  and  the 
profit  the  reading  of  the  book  brou  ght  me? 


Very  truly  yours. 


SBF.lbs 


I 

f 


-  -T 


The  boa>*:  .  >  Op  f  :  -  '  '  GS  !0 ' 4.,;- 
OF  TH£  PRKSBYT ZH'tA H  IS  THE,  U. 

FIFTH  AVJrr.  t  '  ;  ■  /,  YORK 


DEC  IS  33 

U 


A. 


f  £3,  1964 

D-cember  14,  1935 


Radio  STATION 

p:  ,i  Solomon  B.  ?re«hof,  B.D. 


[g  ;jL  i“)y-1«v®v<'£4  •  -  i  vpuyi  |  JL/*Uw 

,g0  Snat  Fiftieth  Street-'1 


Chic  a 


;ago,  Ill. 


1080  kilocycles  (27'','  )rlej 


ers) 


r  RabbJ,  Fraehpfs 

on  the  air  -  witt«  ap. 

I‘ am  very  much  obi  ■  your  kind  1.  let  of  £  11th  with 

-enee  to  ay  quotation  in  "The  Finality  of  Jems  Christ*  from  your  b  k  the 
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Corners  Of  Heaven."  I  m  riting  to  the  publisher  asking  him  whether  it 
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ill  be  possible  in  say  new  edition  of  the  book,  if  ouch  m  edition  should  be 
issued,  to  make  the  change  you  suggest  either  in  the  text  or  as  a  supplemental? 

I  neb-.  I  siiall  certainly  do  this  if  it  can  be  done. 

I  l;':,wwV 

I  appreciate  also  your  desire  that  the  »rord  Hi  a  in  the  quotation 
| should  not  bo  capitalized.  I  raised  this  question  nlth  myself  in  reading  the 
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',;0  fttt/iors  quo  tea  aespcsisible  for  the  capital  letter  then  they  themselves  ruld 
no:  have  used  it.  I  th ink  in  any  future  edition  of  the  book"  this  point  should 
b:.  cleared  either  by  changing  the  capilalization  or  by  an  explaaator •  note  that 
voulo  ma.ro  mo  aion^  responsible  for  it.  f 
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quotation  aas  been  taken. 
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1080  kilocycles  (277.6  meters) 


FOUNDER’S  WEEK 
ON  THE  AIR 

The  annual  Founder’s  Week  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Moody  Bible  Institute 
is  always  a  time  of  great  blessing. 
Hundreds  of  friends  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  gather  for  this  time  of 
spiritual  refreshing,  and  many  are 
the  testimonies  to  the  encouraging 
and  strengthening  of  faith  through 
fellowship  with  those  in  attendance. 

Since  W-M-B-I  has  been  on  the  air, 
many  of  the  chief  addresses  of  these 
valuable  conferences  have  gone  forth 
to  thousands  who  have  been  unable 
personally  to  attend.  Thus  many  In¬ 
stitute  donors,  alumni,  and  other 
friends  who  are  not  familiar  with 
the  life  and  work  of  this  place,  but 
who  love  the  Lord  and  hunger  for 
the  truths  of  His  Word,  listen 
in  and  receive  great  help. 

It  is  planned  to  broadcast  most  of  the 
daytime  sessions  during  the  conference  this 
year,  and  we  trust  the  Lord  will  use  the 
programs  as  a  means  of  unusual  blessing 
during  those  inspiring  days.  The  pro¬ 
gram,  indicating  speakers  and  others  who 
are  to  assist,  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this 
issue,  and  there  will  be  frequent  announce¬ 
ments  over  the  air,  giving  details  of  the 
radio  programs  from  February  4  to  8,  in¬ 
clusive.  It  will  be  especially  interesting 
to  our  distant  listeners  to  tune  in  during 
the  midnight  hours  on  Tuesday,  February 
and  Fnday,  February  9,  when  we  ex¬ 
pect  to  broadcast  special  messages  of  con- 
erence  speakers,  and  musical  numbers. 


SUNSHINE  GOSPEL  QUARTET 

,ef*:  £.  Pauline  Mauch,  Lois  K.  Guither 
lillle  A.  Mauch,  M.  lone  Reed.  These  student* 

ture°UTh^lth  the  ?ppr°val  of  the  Moody  Bible  Insti- 
Oite.  They  are  often  heard  In  our  radio  broadcasts 

S&E&gSSZ.  Their  pro4ram8  are  SStfSS 


New  Zealand,  a  special  DX  program  is 
planned  for  January  12,  the  Friday  mid¬ 
night  hour,  which  means  Saturday  after¬ 
noon  from  five  to  six  o’clock  in  New  Zea¬ 
land.  Urgent  requests  have  come  from 
those  distant  islands  for  such  a  broadcast, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  many  listeners  may  be 
able  to  report  clear  and  strong  reception, 
and  spiritual  blessings  from  the  program. 


RADIO  SCHOOL  OF  THE  BIBLE 

During  the  last  term  of  the  Radio  School 
of  the  Bible,  365  students  in  70  cities 
throughout  8  states  received  systematic 
Bible  instruction  over  the  air.  The  total 
number  from  the  beginning  of  the 
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The  annual  Founder’s  Week  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Moody  Bible  Institute 
is  always  a  time  of  great  blessing. 

Hundreds  of  friends  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  gather  for  this  time  of 
spiritual  refreshing,  and  many  are 
the  testimonies  to  the  encouraging 
and  strengthening  of  faith  through 
fellowship  with  those  in  attendance. 

Since  W-M-B-I  has  been  on  the  air, 
many  of  the  chief  addresses  of  these 
valuable  conferences  have  gone  forth 
to  thousands  who  have  been  unable 
personally  to  attend.  Thus  many  In¬ 
stitute  donors,  alumni,  and  other 
friends  who  are  not  familiar  with 
the  life  and  work  of  this  place,  but 
who  love  the  Lord  and  hunger  for 
the  truths  of  His  Word,  listen 
in  and  receive  great  help. 
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during  those  inspiring  days.  The  pro¬ 
gram,  indicating  speakers  and  others  who 
are  to  assist,  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this 
issue,  and  there  will  be  frequent  announce¬ 
ments  over  the  air,  giving  details  of  the 
radio  programs  from  February  4  to  8,  in¬ 
clusive.  It  will  be  especially  interesting 
to  our  distant  listeners  to  tune  in  during 
the  midnight  hours  on  Tuesday,  February 
6,  and  Friday,  February  9,  when  we  ex¬ 
pect  to  broadcast  special  messages  of  con- 
erence  speakers,  and  musical  numbers. 


land.  Urgent  requests  have  come  from 
those  distant  islands  for  such  a  broadcast 
and  it  is  hoped  that  many  listeners  may  be 
able  to  report  clear  and  strong  reception, 
and  spiritual  blessings  from  the  program. 
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Fuurin£  last  term  of  the  Radio  School 
of  the  Bible,  365  students  in  70  cities 
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at  Summerhill,  N.  Y.,  entered  into  rest  at 
Homer,  N.  Y.,  in  October  (date  not  re¬ 
ported),  leaving  the  heritage  of  a  gracious 
and  helpful  influence  to  those  among  whom 
he  had  lived  for  many  years. 

Joseph  H.  McVeigh  ’97,  after  long  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  was  called  to  be  with  the  Lord  on 
November  14,  at  Rouge  River,  Ore. 


BOOK  NOTICES 

(Continued  from  page  244) 

Teacher’s  Guide,  by  James  R.  Kaye, 
Ph.D.,  LL.D. 

This  is  a  commentary  on  the  International 
Uniform  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  1934. 
We  are  glad  to  welcome  to  the  list  of  Sunday 
School  lesson  helps  this  new  volume  from  the 
author  of  the  New  Analytical  Bible.  The  Bible 
text  used  is  the  Authorized  Version  with  the 
better  renderings  of  the  text  in  brackets  in 
the  place  where  they  belong.  This  makes 
available  to  the  student  two  versions.  By 
many  this  is  preferred  to  marginal  and  foot 
notes.  The  lesson  text  is  followed  by  an 
outline  with  expository  notes.  This  in  turn  is 
followed  by  extended  expositions  of  outstand¬ 
ing  topics  of  the  lesson,  involving  historical 
and  geographical  information. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  commend  .this  work  not 
only  because  of  its  literary  merits,  but  be¬ 
cause  of  the  loyalty  of  the  author  to  the 
evangelical  faith.  This  commendation,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  carry  with  it  the  endorsement 
of  ail  the  viewpoints  expressed  by  the  author, 
as  some  would  differ  in  his  interpretation  of 
certain  passages  of  Scripture. 

396  pages.  9x6  inches.  John  A.  Dick¬ 
son  Publishing  Co.,  Chicago.  $1.50.  P.  B.  F. 

The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ,  by 

Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. 

This  volume  is  made  up  of  five  addresses 
originally  given  as  the  L.  P.  Stone  lectures  at 
Princeton  in  1932-33.  The  titles  of  the  five 
lectures  are : 

I.  The  Church’s  Conception  of  Christ  in 
the  First  Two  Centuries. 

II.  The  Attitude  of  Primitive  Christianity 
toward  Non-Christian  Religions. 

III.  The  View  of  Christ  and  Non-Chris¬ 
tian  Religions  Which  Generated  and  Sustained 
the  Expansion  of  Christianity. 

IV.  Can  We  Still  Hold  the  Primitive  View 
of  Christ? 

V.  What  View;  Then,  Shall  We  Take 
Today  of  Non-Christian  Religions? 

The  author  states  his  personal  belief  in  the 
deity  of  Jesus  Christ  and  demonstrates  that 


the  early  Church  not  only  believed  in  “the 
uniqueness,  finality,  and  absoluteness  of  Christ 
and  the  gospel,”  but  that  primitive  Christianity 
refused  to  yield  its  distinctive  place  as  the 
one  true  faith  and  did  not  adjust  itself  to  non- 
Christian  religions.  He  then  presents  an  ex¬ 
cellent  review  of  the  history  of  Christian  mis¬ 
sions,  indicating  that  it  was  the  belief  in 
Christ  and  the  gospel  which  “generated  and 
sustained  the  expansion  of  Christianity.”  He 
follows  this  with  a  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
Christianity  may  still  hold  this  “primitive 
view,”  and  that  as  it  “goes  out  to  meet”  non- 
Christian  religions  “it  holds  the  primitive 
faith  about  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  and 
Son  of  man,  the  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  who 
must  have  a  place  alone,  supreme  and  pre¬ 
eminent,  and  in  that  faith  it  calls  men  to  be¬ 
come  the  disciples  of  this  divine  Master.” 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  volume  which 
has  in  it,  as  one  reviewer  expresses  it,  so 
much  “that  is  fine  and  true  and  uncompromis¬ 
ing,”  should  also  contain  that  which  has  sub¬ 
jected  it  to  serious  criticism  by  conservative 
evangelical  Christians.  These  objections  are 
four  in  number,  namely : 

1.  That  the  book  contains  many  quotations 
from  modernistic  writers  (notably  Harnack) 
with  indicated  approval  of  the  portion  quoted 
and  no  warning  against  their  general  theo¬ 
logical  position.  A  reading  of  the  book  makes 
clear  that  this  criticism  is  justified. 

2.  That  the  author  fails  to  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  the  false  and  pharisaic  Judaism  and  the 
true  Judaism  that  understood  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment,  and  that,  as  a  result,  he  fails  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  proper  place  of  Judaism  and  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  Christianity.  The  author  gives  occasion 
for  this  criticism  in  many  of  his  statements. 

3.  That  by  implication  at  least,  the  writer 
presents  a  low  view  of  the  Old  Testament. 
There  is  ground  for  this  objection  to  the  book, 
but,  as  indicated,  it  is  rather  on  the  basis  of 
what  the  author  implies  than  what  he  says. 

4.  That  Dr.  Speer  refers  to  heathen  re¬ 
ligions  as  an  evidence  that  God  is  seeking 
men.  This  statement  is  made  in  the  book,  but 
in  fairness  to  him  it  should  be  noted  that  in 
the  same  paragraph  he  qualifies  it  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words,  “These  religions  are  man’s  ques¬ 
tion  rather  than  God’s  answer,”  and  points 
out  that  the  non-Christian  religions  “witness 
to  the  conscious  existence  of  needs  which  not 
they,  but  Christianity  alone  can  ever  meet.’’ 

The  general  impression  left  on  the  reader  of 
this  book  has  been  well  described  as  “confus¬ 
ing  rather  than  clarifying.”  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  now  facing  problems  which 
make  it  incumbent  on  all  its  leaders  to  make 
no  uncertain  sound  in  the  trumpet  which  calls 
the  army  of  the  Lord  to  battle. 

386  pages.  8x5%  inches.  Fleming  H. 
Revell  Company,  New  York.  $3.00.  H.L.  L. 
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Memorandum 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK 

January  23,  1934 


From 

To 


Adah  L.  Kilmer 
Dr.  Speer 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Frederick  F.  Shannon,  pastor  of  the 
Central  Church  of  Chicago  (6933  Oglesby  Avenue)  has  written  Dr. 
McAfee  a  letter  dated  January  18,  which  includes  the  following 
paragraph: 

"Please  say  to  Doctor  Robert  Speer  for  me 
that  he  can  never  know  how  much  his  great  book  on 
our  Blessed  Lord  and  Master  has  done  for  me  and  for 
both  ministers  and  laymen  throughout  the  country. 

I  am  including  it  in  my  monthly  radio  list  of  out¬ 
standing  books." 


trUSTees  and  Officers 

I  p  E  SUNNY,  PRESIDENT 

Vice-President 

r  than  B.  cook,  Secy,  and  treas. 

Ii  FRANK  O.  LOWDEN 
|0^ ,T  R.  graham 

nS ». 
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I  , AM  C.  SMITH 
f HENRY  B.  THOMAS 
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EUGENE  J.  THOMAS 
,$ST  SECY.  AND  ASST.  TREAS. 

6T  OFFICE  BOX  85.  CmCAGO.  ILL. 
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Central  Cjiurcl) 

ORCHESTRA  HALL 

DAVID  SWING.  D.  D.,  1875-1894 
NEWELL  DWIGHT  HILLIS.  D.  D.,  1895-1899 
FRANK  W.  GUNSAULUS,  D.  D..  LL.  D..  1899-1919 

Jffrrlimrk  3F.  Shannon,  21  0.,  pastor 

6933  Oglesby  Avenue.  Chicago,  III. 
TELEPHONE  HYDE  PARK  3036 


February  8,  1934 


Ly  dear  Doctor  Speer: 


What  I  said  in  my  letter  to  Doctor  McAfee  concerning 
’‘The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ**  is  but  a  fragmentary  expression 
of  my  profound  appreciation  of  your  noble  work.  It  is  done  on 
a  magnificent  scale  indeed*  What  Fairbaim  does  for  our  Lord*s 
meaning  in  "The  Philosophy  of  the  Christian  Religion,"  you  do  in 
properly  placing  Him  not  just  as  Prophet,  Leader,  and  Revealer  of 
God,  but  as  the  one  and  only  Saviour  of  a  world  of  lost  human  be¬ 
ings*  And  you  have  wrought  with  such  splendid  scope  and  depth. 
Appreciating  everything  thinkers  have  thought  about  Him,  you 
never  fail  to  add  that  eternal  and  indefinable  something  which 
discloses  what  in  truth  He  is— THE  LORD  OF  LIFE. 


I  not  only  count  it  a  privilege  to  include  the  book 
in  my  radio  list  of  masterful  volumes  but  I  also  treasure  the 
opportunity  of  speaking  of  it  to  both  ministers  and  laymen  in 
private  as  well  as  in  my  Preaching  Missions  about  the  country. 

I  did  not  know  until  a  few  years  ago  that  you  grew* 
up  in  Huntingdon,  Pa.  My  ignorance  of  that  fact  for  so  inexus- 
ably  long  a  time  is,  of  course,  no  reflection  upon  you!  WeML, 
it  has  been  my  joy  to  preach  in  Huntingdon  on  various  occasions. 
Upon  learning  ,  however,  that  it  was  the  birthplace  of  Robert 
i.  Speer,  the  community  at  once  took  op  a  new  meaning  for  me.  If, 
previously,  I  had  ever  been  tempted  to  think  of  the  town  as  some¬ 
what  ordinary,  I  forthwith  began  to  think  of  it  as  extraordinary* 
i  think  the ^ manner  in  which  personality  transfigures  place  is  one 
of  the  continuing  and  glorious  miracles  of  God. 

With  love  and  gratitude,  I  am. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Jr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
lew  York,  N.  Y. 
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CHURCH  OF  THE  BRETHREN 

2115  YAt£  BOULEVARD 

SPRINGFIELD,  ILLS. 


LIU?*. 


March  3,  1034 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Sp^er, 

F*  sbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
110  Fifth  Avenue  , 
l.c  fork  City. 


Ijeor  Dr.  Speer, 


I  have  just  finished  reading  your  m  f  The  Final i tv 

Jesus  Christ .  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  deep  appreciation 
x  1  L' P  spiritual  leadership  afforded  to  me  personally  thru  the  reading 
rf  these  lectures.  As  a  young  minister,  and  one  who  desires  to  order 
'L  3  an(i  life  according  to  the  IJew  Testament,  I  find  this  hook 

es  ecially  refreshing.  From  the  press  there  comes  a  flood  of  hooks 
'  iah  unfortunately  lack  a  strong  evangelical  note.  Religious  th  in': - 
'  '  L ? 1 ' f  in  t]-e  field  of  this  hook  I  appreciate,  is  wavering  and 
u '.certain.  ’’Re-thinking  missions”,  parliaments  of  faiths,  etc,  seem  to 
c-ste  a  woeful  shadow  over  the  minds  of  many  ministers  as  to  the  real 
n:  0f  the  ^spel.  It  would  he  a  rich  blessing  to  the  church  of  our 

1  v.-l,  if  there  coUld  reach  the  hands  of  the  ministers  more  reasoned 

-Ileal  literature  both  in  the  form  of  hooks  and  magazines.  I  shall 
vvr.ys  highly  prize  my  copy  of’The  Finalty  of  Jesus  Christ".  It  shall 
-r  me,  along  with  the  Hew  Testament,  my  rock  of  defense  against  the 
Program  of  syncreticlsm.  I  have  heard  you  speak,  and  your  fine  Chrlstia: 
spiritual  leadership  is  a  blessing  to'me'g-  -  v 

...  -s  -V 

Faithfully-,  '  :  M 
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ilco*  (2  •  2) 


ffioxea  (iHisaiou 
of  tFjo 


Pyengyanq  (heijo) 
Korea (Chosen) 


aRLES  ALLEN  CLARK,  PH.  D..  D.  D. 


IJresbuterian  C(]urc(]  in  tfye  P-  <A. 


Dear  Dr  Speer, - 


Mar  24  1934 


I  do  not  know  that  you  will  care  particularly  for 
an  appreciation  from  so  far  away  of  your  book  '’The  Finality"  ,  but  I 
rant  to  send  just  a  word  to  tell  you  what  it  joy  it  brought  to  me  as 
I  read  it  on  a  country  trip  from  which  I  have  just  returned.  I  have 
not  read  a  book  in  years  which  has  stirred  me  so  much.  The  absolutely 
convincingness  of  mt  is  marvellous.  I  am  writing  the  churches  that 
support  me  urging  that  they  get  it  and  read  it  and  preach  it.  It  is 
the  sort  of  Gospel  that  we  have  been  trying  to  preach  here  all  these 
years.  It  is  the  only  Gospel  with  power.  I  was  out  in  the  country 
a  week,  and  preached  twelve  times  besides  driving  a  car  100  miles  over 
impossible  roads  and  walking  30  miles  thro  mud  and  snow  where  the  car 
could  not  go.  All  the  way  the  book  was  with  me  and  I  never  preached 
with  greater  conviction  in  all  my  life  than  on  this  trip.  I  do  hope 
that  I  got  some  of  your  message  over  to  the  people. 


As  I  read  the  book,  more  and  more  my  wonder  grew  at  Machen  and 
the  Sunday  School  Times  for  the  outrageous  attacks  that  they  have  made 
upon  the  book.  Surely  they  never  really  read  it.  They  are  living  in 
an  atmosphere  of  carping  suspicion  which  warps  their  views  of  everything 
but  surely  they  did  not  find  in  that  book  any  material  for  the  basis 
of  criticism.  Machen  may  be  a  great  theologian  but  he  is  not  a  great 
Christian  in  my  opinion,  nor  is  Griffiths.  Neither  if  they  had  the 
-ind  of  Cnrist  could  do  other  than  sing  hallelujahs  over  the  production 
of  such  a  book.  That  book  will  be  a  cla  sic  for  generations*  to  come. 

I  wonder  if  the  Laymen’s  Commission  folks  will  be  honest  enough  to 
really  read  it.  If  they  can  do  so  and  not  find  their  mat ism  shaken 
they  are  hopeless. 

My  coy,  Allen,  has  oeen  talcing  about  the  lectures  ever  since  he 
^ame.  He  was  present  when  they  were  delivered.  I  sent  for  the  book 
but  it  was  a  long  time  in  coming.  Many  thanks  to  you  for  one  of  the 
greatest  treats  that  I’ve  had  in  years. 

Sincerely , 

'QtL ^ 


One  Sixth  of  a  Square  Mile  of  Missionary  Activity  (120  Acres) 

WOMEN  S_H  I G  HER  BIBLE  SCHOOL  50  STUDENTS. 

WOMEN'S  STATION  BIBLE  INSTITUTE  ISO  STUDENTS. 


WOMEN’S  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL  100  STUDENTS. 


Primary  and  High 
School  for  Missionary 
Children  of  all  Korea 
120  Students 


Boys’  Academy 
570  Students 


Union  Christian 
College  Agri¬ 
cultural  Station 


Industrial  Shops 


Union  Christian 
Men’s  College 
171  Students 


Men’s  Bible  Institute 
269  Students 


Girls'  Academy 
280  Students 


Presbyterian 
Theological 
Seminary  of  all  Korea 
120  Students 

Local  Church 
Congregation  1,600 
Prayer  Meeting  1.000 
Sunday  School  2,400 

Union  Hospital 
14,682  Patients 
47,680  Treatments 
Four  Missionary  Doctore 
Five  Korean 


Pyongyang  Presbyterian  Compound 


1. 

Entrance  to  compound 

22. 

Women’s  Bible  Institute  &  Bible  School 

2. 

Union  Christian  Hospital  Buildings 

23. 

Mr.  Philip’s  Home 

3. 

West  Gate  Church 

24. 

Mr.  Mowry’s  Home 

15  City  Churches 

4. 

Seminary  Administration  Building 

25. 

Lady-Workers'  Home 

and  Dormitories 

26. 

Dr.  Bigger’s  Home 

15,000  Christians 

5. 

Dr.  Engel’s  Home 

27. 

Dr.  McCune’s  Home 

6 

Dr  Clark's  Home 

28. 

Miss  Doriss’  Home  &  Lula  Wells  Institute 

7. 

Dr.  Robb’s  Home 

29. 

Dr  Moffett’s  Home 

8. 

Dr.  Reynold’s  Home 

30. 

Foreign  School  Teachers'  Home 

9. 

Dr.  Parker’s  Home 

31. 

Foreign  School  Dormitories  &  Infirmary 

10 

Domestic  Science  Buildin?  of  Girls’  Academy 

32. 

Mr.  Reiner’s  Home 

11. 

Administration  Building  of  Girls’  Academy 

33. 

Foreign  School  &  Athletic  Field  and  Gym 

350  Country  Churches 

12. 

Miss  Snook’s  Home  and 

34. 

Dr.  Baird's  Home 

Girls’  Academy  Dormitory 

35. 

Mr.  McMurtrie’s  Home 

in  Province 

13. 

Y.  M.  C.  A-  Residence 

36. 

Anna  Davis  Industrial  Shops 

14. 

Men's  Bible  Institute  Buildings 

37. 

Boys’  Academy  Building  &  Dormitory 

39,453  Christians 

15. 

Mr.  Hamilton’s  Home 

38. 

Union  Christian  College  Library 

16. 

Mr.  Lutz’s  Home 

39. 

Union  Christian  College  Science  Hall 

17. 

Mr.  Kinsler’s  Home 

40. 

Union  Christian  College 

18. 

Dr.  Blair’s  Home 

Main  Building  &  Dormitory 

, 

19. 

Dr.  Robert’s  Home 

41. 

U.  C.  C.  Auditorium-Gymnasium 

20. 

Mr.  Hill's  Home 

and  Academy  Boys’  Farm  Fields 

■  21. 

Dr.  Bernheisel’s  Home 

42. 

Dr.  Swallen’s  House  Between  17  and  13 

775  Sunday  Schools 
in  the  Province 
45,637  Pupils 


62  Primary  Schools 
6,455  Pupils 


18  Kindergartens 

1,100  Pupils 
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The  Moslem  World 


VOL.  XXIV  April,  1934 


THE  FINALITY  OF  JESUS  CHRIST1 


This  is  the  issue  between  Christianity  and  Islam.  Any 
faith  which  challenges  the  finality  of  Christianity  and 
professes  to  give  a  supplementary  message,  another  gospel, 
higher  ethics,  a  more  adequate  social  program,  must 
produce  the  equivalent  of  Jesus  Christ.  To  call  Christianity 
the  absolute  or  final  religion  is,  as  Dr.  Mackintosh  asserts, 
“to  contend  not  merely  that  in  Jesus  Christ  God  is  piesented 
in  a  form  higher  and  more  spiritually  satisfying  than  else¬ 
where,  but  that  the  relationship  to  the  Father  on  which 
believers  thus  enter,  is  such  that  it  cannot  be  transcended.”  2 
This  supreme  issue  between  Christianity  and  all  other 
religions  and  philosophies,  both  of  the  East  and  of  the 
West,  is  discussed,  step  by  step,  with  convincing  clarity  and 
cumulative  argument  by  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer  in  the  Stone 
Lectures  delivered  at  the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
in  1933.  Here  we  have  an  able,  up-to-date,  scholarly, 
sympathetic  and,  at  the  same  time,  uncompromising  argu¬ 
ment  for  the  Christian  faith  once  for  all  delivered  to  man¬ 
kind  in  the  New  Testament  Scriptures.  The  five  lectures 
may  be  considered  separately  and  collectively  as  an  extended 
answer  to  the  whole  humanistic,  modernistic  view  of  mis¬ 
sions,  of  Christ  and  of  Christianity,  so  prevalent  in  many 
circles ;  or,  better,  as  a  supreme  literary  effort  to  state,  once 
for  all,  unmistakably,  with  an  astonishing  wealth  of  evidence 
from  the  earliest  Christian  apologists  down  the  centuries 

1  “The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ,”  by  Robert  E.  Speer.  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.,  New 
York,  pp.  386;  $3.  (Second  Edition). 

a  “The  Originality  of  the  Christian  Message.”  p.  175. 
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to  those  of  our  own  day,  the  great  central  verities  of  our 
taith.  “To  us,”  writes  Dr.  Speer,  “Jesus  Christ  did  not 
come  to  found  a  religion.  He  came  to  be  the  Life  and  Light 
and  Lord  of  man.” 

This  volume  of  evidences  will  not  only  have  a  wide 
reading  and  permanent  influence  in  deepening  and  strength¬ 
ening  the  faith  of  the  Church,  but  we  commend  it  here 
as  the  best  manual  of  Christian  Apologetics  for  those  who 
are  preaching  the  Gospel  to  Moslems.  We  believe  that  an 
abbreviated  translation  of  the  book  into  Arabic,  Urdu  and 
Turkish  is  greatly  to  be  desired.  Thoughtful  Moslems  are 
not  blind  to  the  real  issue  that  divides  us.  While  we  both 
confess  the  unity  of  God  and  His  infinite  and  unsearch¬ 
able  attributes  of  power,  wisdom  and  mercy,  it  is  the 
revelation  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  which  is  the  stumbling- 
block  to  Islam.  Was  He,  and  is  He,  the  final  and  sufficient 
message  from  heaven,  the  plenipotential  Mediator  and 
Redeemer,  or  must  we  look  for  another? 

The  Laymen  s  Appraisal  in  “Re-Thinking  Missions” 
may  place  Buddha,  Jesus  and  Mohammed  side  by  side  and 
propose  a  new  valuation  of  the  “founders  of  religion;” 
true  Christians  and  true  Moslems  know  better.  For 
them  the  question  simply  is  the  finality  and  sufficiency  of 
Jesus  Christ  or  the  finality  and  sufficiency  of  Mohammed. 

Some  thirty  years  ago  I  was  reading  aloud  to  a  Moslem 
in  Bahrein  a  portion  of  the  first  chapter  of  Colossians.  It 
spoke  of  one  who  was  “the  image  of  the  invisible  God,  the 
firstborn  of  every  creature  ....  who  in  all  things  had  the 
preeminence,  and  I  paused  to  ask  who  this  might  be. 
Without  any  hesitation  my  Arab  friend  said,  “Moham¬ 
med,  on  him  be  prayers  and  peace.” 

A  distinguished  Moslem  author  and  editor  in  Western 
India,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  book  which  was  sent 
him,  writes:  “I  thank  you  very  much.  Indeed,  you  are 
doing  a  great  service  to  the  Prophet,  Jesus  Christ,  in  whom 
we  Moslems  believe  as  the  righteous  Prophet  of  Allah. 

I  heai  tily  congratulate  you  and  wish  you  a  long  life  in 
your  gray-hairs.  Only  if  you  and  I  compromise  ourselves 


Ill 
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by  agreeing  on  two  vital  points  we  are  one.  I  mean  to  take 
Jesus  as  the  righteous  Prophet  of  Allah,  not  the  Son  ot 
God,  and  to  take  Mohammed  also  as  the  Prophet  of  God 
after  Jesus.  If  this  is  done,  both  of  us  will  belong  to  one 

church.  It  is  for  you  to  judge  and  ponder. 

The  circular,  however,  which  my  friend  enclosed  and 
the  book  for  which  he  thanked  me,  call  us  both  back  to  grim 
realities.  “The  Prospectus  of  the  Grand  Muslim  Union 
Mission”  with  headquarters  in  Bombay  leaves  no  doubt 
of  its  standpoint.  They  “challenge  the  non-Muslim  world 
for  the  truthfulness  of  Islam  which  is  the  only  religion 
of  the  world.”  They  are  to  “respect  the  feelings  of  the 
followers  of  sister  religions  and  in  a  civil  and  friendly 
manner  explain  the  superiority  of  Islam  as  the  only  true 
Faith.”  To  this  end  “the  Grand  Muslim  Union  Mission 
holds  meetings,  publishes  literature  and  asks  for  liberal 

donations. 

In  the  same  circular  my  friend  states  the  issue  even 
more  clearly:  “It  is  an  Islamic  obligation  to  believe  in 
Jesus.  Muslims  regard  him  as  a  great  Prophet  of  God.  But 
all  this  Islamic  respect  for  Jesus  cannot  hide  the  fact  that 
the  picture  of  Christ  the  Bible  paints  does  not  show  him  as 
a  perfect  man,  though  it  may  succeed  to  show  Him  as  the 
Son  of  God.  One  who  hated  the  social  world;  one  who 
disregarded  and  disliked  the  customs  of  the  world:  one 
who  failed  to  be  kind  to  his  own  mother,  and  one  who  did 
not  succeed  to  bear  the  brunt  and  responsibilities  of  the  life 
of  celibacy,  can  be  the  son  of  God,  but  cannot  be  an  ideal 
for  the  entire  world  to  follow.  It  is  difficult  to  become  a 
perfect  man.  The  world  so  far  has  produced  only  one  man 
who  suited  this  title,  and  whose  life  events  are  handed  over 
to  posterity  in  the  light  of  historical  facts,  and  whose 
example  can  be  a  guide  in  every  walk  of  life  Mohammed. 

The  lectures  of  Dr.  Speer  are  an  overwhelming  reply  to 
this  sort  of  contention.  The  Church’s  conception  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  first  two  centuries  can  be  laid  side  by  side 
with  the  Moslem  conception  of  Mohammed  during  the 
first  two  centuries  after  the  Hegira  and,  Moslems  them- 
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selves  being  the  judges,  their  Prophet  was  not  like  ours 
the.r  martyrs  were  not  like  ours,  their  message  was  not 
'  -e  ours  Let  Luke’s  Gospel  stand  in  vivid  contrast  to  the 
second  Chapter  of  the  Koran;  and  Paul’s  portrait  of  Jesus 
Christ  be  hung  next  to  Ibn  Hisham’s  portrait  of  Moham¬ 
med  .  Who  can  deny  that  both  were  devotees  of  those  whom 
they  portrayed,  yet  how  absolutely  different,  how  utterly 
inoomparaUe,  are  the  two  portraits.  As  Dr.  Speer  says : 

e  less  extreme  and  more  common  departure  from  the 
1Stonc  and  authentic  view  of  Christ  is  the  modern  con- 
ception  of  Jesus  as  simply  a  great  spiritual  teacher,  a 
notable  ethical  example,  a  character-pattern,  in  our  present- 
day  termmology,  and  the  correlative  modern  emphasis  on 
the  faith  of  Jesus  rather  than  faith  in  Jesus.  Now  these 
three  ideas  are  all  embraced  in  the  primitive  thought  of 
.nst,  but  they  were  secondary,  not  primary”3  The 
primary  conception  of  Jesus  is  found  not  only  in  the 

Gospels  but  in  the  Pauline  epistles  of  an  earlier  date  than 
the  earliest  gospel. 


“What  Paul  thought  about  the  absoluteness  and  finality 
of  Jesus  and  what  Jesus  thought  about  Himself,  is  the  only 
tiought  which  primitive  Christianity  entertained  Chris¬ 
tianity  conceived  as  the  faith  of  Jesus,  or  as  the  religion 
Ot  Jesus,  or  as  sharing  or  reproducing  the  religious  ex¬ 
perience  of  Jesus,  is  a  sheer  invention.”  4  And  then  Dr. 
Speer  calls  attention  to  two  unique  facts  about  Christ  which 
lave  no  parallel  in  any  other  character  of  history:  “Most 
striking  of  all,  however,  and  more  significant  than  all  else 
or  rather  gathering  up  into  itself  the  significance  of  all’ 
e  se,  was  the  early  Christian  conviction  with  regard  to  the 
death  and  resurrection  of  Christ.  No  one  else  had  ever 
died  or  could  ever  die  such  a  death.  This  death  was  for 
the  sms  of  the  world.  The  life  of  the  Shepherd  was  laid 
down  for  His  sheep.  The  Son  of  Man  gave  His  life  a 
ransom  for  many.  We  are  ‘reconciled  to  God  by  the  death 
of  His  Son/  The  Synoptists  and  John  and  Paul  agree. 
here  is  no  other  person  of  whom  such  thing’s  could  he 
’S^S?Uty  °{  ^uTch^-SirDARoTen^pW  - 
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as  the  early  Church  said  of  Christ’s  death.  And  He 
Ine  rofe  again  from  the  dead.  If  he  had  not  done  so,  we 
should  never  have  heard  of  Christianity.  But  whether  or 
no  *at  is  true,  it  is  indisputable  that  the  first  Christians 
believed  that  He  had  risen,  and  on  that  amazing  a 
solitary  fact  they  built  their  faith.  This  was  their  Gospel, 
the  Gospel  of  all  Christians  from  Easter  morning  afte 

WarOurf°miIsionary  message  not  only,  but  our  missionary 
methods  are  wholly  dependent  on  this  firm  faith  in  the 
finality  of  Jesus  Christ.  If  we  still  hold  this  primitive, 
apostolic  view  of  our  Saviour,  what  should  be  our  attitude 
toward  non-Christian  religions  today?  Dr.  Speer  s  secon  , 
third  and  fifth  lectures  are  a  detailed  histoncal  and  mas  y 
discussion  of  this  very  question.  He  does  not  of  course 
deal  solely  or  specifically  with  Islam,  but  ye  ere 
many  germane  and  illuminating  passages.  e  n 

Christian  religions  are  ‘schoolmasters’  to  bring  men  to 
Christ  it  would  seem  that  the  more  intelligent  and  advanced 
and  enlightened  the  schoolmaster,  the  more  inefficient  it  is 
in  fulfilling  its  mission.  Justin  Martyr  pointed  out  this 
fact  with  regard  to  Judaism  and  heathenism  in  his 1  time 
and  we  see  it  in  Brahmanism  and  Islam  today.  And  1 
appears  to  be  the  highest  and  leading  class  in  each  religion 
that  is  hardest  set  against  the  ‘schoolmaster’  function,  t  e 
priesthood  of  Judaism  in  Jesus’  time  and  of  Hinduism  and 
Islam  today  ” * *  6 7  A  candid  Jewish  Rabbi,  whom  Dr.  Speer 
quotes,  points  out  that  the  Personality  of  Jesus  is  the  essence 
of  His  power  today  and  that  “this  should  be  evident  to 
every  objective  student  of  Christian  literature.  .  .  .  The  sig 
nificant  fact  is  that  time  has  not  faded  the  vividness  of 
His  image.  Poetry  still  sings  His  praise.  He  is  still  the 
living  comrade  of  countless  lives.  No  Moslem  ever  sings 
‘Mohammed,  lover  of  my  soul,’  nor  does  any  Jew  say  of 
Moses,  the  Teacher,  ‘  I  need  thee  every  hour.’  The  genius  of 
Jesus  is  not  one  of  doctrine  nor  of  organization  ....  It  is 

distinctly  one  of  direct  influence. 


s  Ibid,  p.  56. 

6  Ibid,  p.  346. 

7  Ibid,  p.  211. 
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One  is  tempted  to  quote  other  passages  from  these 
ectures,  which  have  a  special  bearing  on  carrying  the 
gospel  to  the  world  of  Islam.  Let  the  last  paragraph  of 
the  concluding  lecture  suffice:  “On  this  Rock  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Son  of  Man,  the  only 
Redeemer,  Saviour  and  Lord,  the  Christian  Church  stood 
at  the  beginning.  Here  it  has  stood  through  all  the  ages 
Here  it  must  continue  to  stand.  ‘Other  foundation  can  no 
man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ.’  From  this 
foundation  the  Church  of  Christ,  so  long  as  it  is  true  to  its 
message  and  its  mission,  whether  at  home  or  abroad  will 
never  remove.”  8  True  to  this  mission  and  message,  we  will 
avoid  all  needless  controversy,  which  only  leads  away  from 
the  center  to  the  periphery,  and  press  home  the  question 
Jesus  Himself  put  to  His  disciples  and  to  the  world  What 
think  ye  of  the  Christ?  We  ask  every  sincere  Moslem 
inquirer  to  study  the  Gospel  story  and  try  for  himself  to 
reach  a  true  estimate  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  Mohammed 
spoke  in  such  high  terms  of  honor  as  a  Prophet  and  an 
Apostle  of  God;  to  take  the  historical  foundations  of  the 
Christian  religion  and  examine  them  as  critically  as  he 
pleases,  and  to  see  for  himself  what  Jesus  claimed  to  be 
and  how  His  claims  were  understood  by  His  disciples  and 
by  the  early  Church.  We  ask  Moslems  to  study  the  Gospel 
in  any  way  they  like,  but  with  only  one  object  in  view, 
namely,  that  they  may  come  face  to  face  with  Jesus  Him¬ 
self;  that  they  may  learn  to  know  Him,  and  see  how  He 
c  aimed  to  hold  a  supreme  position  in  the  matter  of  the 

attitude  of  all  men  toward  God,  a  position  which  none  other 
has  ever  claimed.”  9 


x  T^n<o^n  every  missionary  will  find  the  lectures 

of  Ur.  Speer  most  helpful  and  inspiring 

PrinCe*™>  N.  J.  S  M  ZwEMER. 

8  Ibid,  p.  377. '  “  - - - - 

»W.  R.  W.  Gardner,  “Christianity  and  Mohammedanism  Compared,”  p.  62. 


jUAN  ORTS  GONZALEZ 

Oanresentante  de  «Friends  of  Spain* 


Represented  de  «Friends  of  Spa 
(Amigos  de  Espana) 

y  del  Cuerpo  de  Redifwfion  de 
LA  NUEVA  DEMO<?RX&IA  ‘ 

Bella  Visfa,  41  .-Telefono  ^57,^ 

MALAGA  ~ 


Rev.  Robert  "'5.  %peer,  D.  D. , 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  U.  S.  A. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  am  indeed  grateful  to  you  for 
your  Christmas  gift,  the  copy  of  ” Jesus  Came  Preaching. ”  I  have  read 
it  with  great  benefit. 


lour  remembrance  of  me  made  me  feel  very  keenly  my  inability  to 
send  you  some  Spanish  candy  for  Christmas,  as  I  was  accustomed  to  do  in 
New  York.  I  have  been  the  more  disappointed  about  this,  because  I 
have  seen  here  such  beautiful  and  appropriate  boxes  of  candy  for  gifts; 
hut  I  was  told  that  I  would  encounter  difficulties  in  sending  such 
packages  by  mail,  and  have  no  certainty  that  they  would  reach  their 
destination. 

The  pastor  of  the  main  church  here  told  me  that  he  had  sometimes 
gotten  such  gifts  carried  to  the  President  of  his  Board  in  Holland  bv 
sending  them  through  the  local  Dutch  consul,  and  advised  me  to  ask* 
the  American  consul  about  doing  the  same  for  me.  I  did  so;  but,  although 
he  is  my  personal  friend,  he  answered  that  he  could  not  help  me  in  this 

^  x?r*  ?2d  repeated  what  others  had  already  told  me  about  the  uncertainty 
or  the  gift  reaching  you.  J 

r  (.„,Lh?ve  entered  in*0  so  many  details,  because  I  want  you  to  know  that 
LYf  ^  ln  ev®ry,™ay  t0  send  y°h  my  usual  expression  of  remembrance  of 
you  and  your  family  during  the  Christmas  season. 

r have  delayed  writing  you  this  letter,  until  I  could  give  you  my 
candid  ©Pinion  of  your  epoch-making  book.  when  I  received  it,  I  could 
r®ad  J15  ^mm®diately  as  1  would  ordinarily  have  done,  because  my  good 
von  Adolfo  Araujo,  asked  me  to  lend  it  to  him  at  onie.  He  Lows 

of  +h2L?+?0  °f  writlnSs;  he  was  very  much  interested  on  account 

in  thl  and  Se  waf  Preparing  a  course  of  lectures  to  the  students 

hpiofni0?nvnary‘  ?e»TSaud  t0  me*  "r  am  sure  that  this  book  wil1  be  very 
helpful  for  my  work.”  He  returned  it  to  me  three  weeks  ago.  y 

an  1  n0t  know  how  to  convey  to  y°u  a  clear  impression  of  the  insnir 
wh°“’  *he  co^fort  and  the  greater  hopes  for  Forth  American  Christianity 

n  bo0k  has  «iven  t0  last  years  I  wts  y> 

ZsTel  o?  Ch^^ateL  1  f6lt  aim?St  °ut  of  place  as  regards  Pure 
manv  course,  I  knew  that  men  like  you,  Dr.  Mackay  and 

fa^L°tbef  leaders  of  different  denominations,  were  loyal,  true  and 

bSiffl  PUr  v°Spel  °f  Christ;  but  1  felt  thatysome  comprehensive 

thpL  ?  striking  oook  was  needed  to  bring  before  Christian  believers 

I  P^reaP  and  unchangeable  message  of  Christianity.  Without  hesitation 

Ld  ?h«?yT^a^UThe.finaliby  °f  Christ’T  is  the  book  I  hadLn  mind 

that  I  believe  it  can  be  a  powerful  check  to  many  of  the  hypotheses, 
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theories  and  explanations  which  have  been  compromising  the  true  Gospel 
of  Christ  at  home  and  abroad. 

Besides,  it  will  be  a  great  inspiration  and  a  great  comfort  to 
the  many  who  have  been  perplexed  and  bewildered  by  the  new  ideas  which 
they  knew  were  not  right  but  to  which,  at  the  same  time,  they  could 
find  no  satisfactory  answer. 


In  all  honesty,  I  consider  your  book  epoch-making,  because  in  it 
you  have  succeeded  in  presenting  so  fully  and  so  convincingly: 

.First,  the  true  historical  position  of  the  Christian  Church  in 
the  first  centuries.  Qn  this  point,  I  doubt  whether  there  is  any 
book  in  existence  -  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  Christian  literature  - 
which  equals  yours;  and  yet  it  is  modern,  it  meets  the  doubts  aroused 
by  radical  modernists,  and  reveals  to  the  scholar  your  thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  old  and  the  new  things. 

Second,  You  have  given  the  best  apologetics  -  to  my  understanding  - 
to  convince  the  modern  man  that  Christ  is  not  only  a  divine  person 
but  also  G-od,  something  badly  needed  to-day  because  of  the  prevailing 
weak  apologetics  and  wrong  methods  for  approaching  this  great 

subject,  so  well  treated  by  you  in  this  book.  I  think  that  your  lec¬ 
ture,  'Can  We  Still  Hold  The  Primitive  View?”  could  constitute  by 
itself  a  great  book  of  apologetics  about  Christ  and  the  Christian 
Church. 

Third,  In  these  days  of  such  great  confusion  about  what  ought  to 
be  the  message  of  the  missionary  to  countries  where  some  of  the  old 
religions  have  permeated  individual  and  social  life,  you  have  stated 
so  clearly,  so  emphatically  and  so  convincingly  the  true,  divine  and 
unchangeable  position  of  the  true  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Oh!  if  the  Chris tiarf^Had  never  forgotten  that  Christ,  as  a  divine 
Person,  is  the  heart  and  soul  of  the  Christian  life  more  even  tha* 

Pis  teachings,  His  miracles  and  His  work,  -  Christian  history  would 
never  have  witnessed  so  many  heresies  and  schisms,  and  the  pure  Gospel 
0nd  the  fervor  of  the  Christian  life  would  never  have  been  obscured 
and  diminished  in  its  efficacy. 


Finally,  you  have  accomplished  such  great  things  without  belittling 
anything  that  may  be  good  and  true  and  beautiful  in  other  religions* 
and  you  have  revealed  yourself  very  careful  in  not  teaching  or  saying 
anything  which  an3r  honest  believer  in  other  religions  may  take  as 
pretext  for  feeling  offended  or  antagonized. 


There  is,  to  me,  yet  another  great  merit  in  your  book;  and  it  is 
that,  in  spite  of  the  faot  that  you  cover  such  great  themes,  you  have 
blended  them  together  in  such  a  way  that  every  lecture  can  be  considered 
a  book;  and  yet,  all  the  lectures  are  so  well  coordinated  that  there  is 
perfect  unity  in  them,  so  that  they  form  one  complete  book. 


I  have  already  been  so  much  blessed  by  the  reading  of  your  book 
'-hat,  knowing  as  I  do  something  about  the  religious  needs  of  .Spain  and 
Hispanic  America,  not  only  of  Protestants  but  also  of  liberal  and  honest 

in^Spanish  1  W°Uld  a11  means  like  for  it  to  be  translated  and  published 


£ 


'  fcjCn 


)I<  . 1 


d  e  ?  d 


ax  ■  ■  i  ;< .''l  C  i>  1  ■  fC6>:  '0  £ 


an-  :£; ; '  1  ' 


..  .  •  £  exon 


ESX*..  0 


.  l  4 , . 

•  o 


tttr 


o .  m  .  j 1 1  .  i  •;  i  ■  ,',n  d"  :  r  *x: 


di  t 


L)  X 


Ib.LJufO 


.. 

.  "X  u  .  -  ;  1  J  dx  ,  I  X  i  ."X  . 

X >■  ....  L  ’  -  ~  c-  -I  v'  0 1  [. 


o '  -L  • ,  .  ■  i i'  c 1  ' 

'  -  .  1 .1..  v  l \  L  v '  > ..  . 


.....  .  ux 

li  X  l  1 


: r x  ,6  :"x'i  ;  ■ 


.  fcovcu.'xi  x 


rx  .,x.‘~  x.tx...  ",.£  ,  .x.  dxxx.  X  j-  x  xt  "X_v;x,-i 


X  i x i .  i [  d  ..t  x  :  ',x.  <X  -  o.,  X.  - 

vl  *  l  v£  Oi1 

i  L  J.  J:  ,  '1  .  '•  d  V.  r'ol;  .  ’x  \ 

-  o  r  .1 


.  i'i  -  ■  '  ' 

X  :  n  1 

■C;  r  |  f£  *'t 

ni  XeXaeo 

xiia  ©  v  x.a 

x  ;> x  x 

:V  .  :  ■ 

rid1  nJ 

,  c  .  xudx 

■  o  d'sxiX 

• 

•f-  ;  - 

...  ;>  J  ■ 

d  :  £ 

•  OX 

.  hlUS 

■  Jm 

►  -T  0  ‘  ,  . 

J  •  *  -i- 

'  XX  -.  ' 

or  ,"  •  j  ;X 

...  .  .  ^  v  X.  ..•  - 

It  .  X 

OV.xl  XX.  • 

i  x;..;  *.  a  .  '•  ' 


O'  v  ....  .  . . '  *  * 


u 


j  .  X.1)  i.  « AC < \>  xllX'  X ...  JjX  T  i  i. 
x  XX  iXT.fi' x-  X.Xx.x  evixxxx  •T'  Xt 


X1  , .:  Ct  -.  ...  Ix  i 

.  ... 

.  .  i  o 

•  Jtdl 

J.  A  <■  ■ 


1  . 


n  •  ■.  x . 


ettlvl ;  J 


r  •  -  ■  r>  r‘  ^ 
Cj  u  X  a  )  '  U  \  .* 

*X  r\  *t  r 

Of 'd  ?cx:l 

^  JS  3 

.rtox 

O  '£  ‘ ' 

•  So 

-'jid  ni  { 

rvii££ 

'  Y  .  £  .. 

JL  i.J 

ss.l  9rfd 

1 ,3.X.f  1  Vl  :XT 

X?d  x. 

.,noi  I 

C  i  i  .  Y  - 

1  j  i  .J  ~  *•<»  ^ 

r  f 

o 

;  ?° 

noi 

dl  . c. . .  9 1 

.  ss&narf 

MX  XX  ’1  X-.i'. 

nxi 

d  L  X  V 

X  e/.'d  '1 

jt  !  rf£ 

X  Tr: 


<xni  ddX.XX' 


xo  niiio  o; 


‘i'V. 


...  )  ..  .  ..■  .  -.j j  j.  X ,  - .  .. 


‘;;o  Ii  ,:.  ;  :.  £ 

-ed 

erfd  si 

,nco 

i'f.  solo  XX i  . 

xiH 

,  u^iiiX 

o^sd 

xerl  Yixsix  c .  be 

rdi;V  ov 

Ml'  XX 

x.  iiifsl'irfC  ©ill 

'to 

TV.  OX 

x.xo  vo.i lo  s.j  i 

ni 

Jbsd  sin 

itnib 

siXcjtXOOO ©  V  il- 

I/O 

M 

ni'x 

xd  £:w  b  ocx  ,  sd 

n  d  xi  iid 

-.nirfd 

X 

.  e  v- 

i  svarf 

JJi.j  V 

v  Xi  1  £  .  ‘J  :.•  '•  X  ‘ 

ri  o  i  ii  ri 

;xnidd 

,  bo. sine-  •  .J- id  i>e£.n;Xix  ^nxXxc-'t  not  dxad . 


£.1  dx  XT;  :  ; .\goc  xxi o x  ni  Xtt:\  xxiiXNx x-  dsy.  ox  ,si  ox.e:X 

.  .  .  ...  .... 

’.■  X:T)ix.  cr  oci  Itav;  extfdool  YX‘3'vx  dX'X  £  x,v.;.x  XT  xr;  ;  ot  ;  ;TrX  l-  Xxx 

,  X  :  !  X  i  ■'  iiojxnx  '  i.O  t.'  •.  ...  :  o-.  J.  >  «  *  V.  ^ 

, x'l  ^9ixic.;  ;x  ,  .k.  ...  ..  t x  .  .  ....  .  t.  x 


.0  y:\  "L:  x  t  :..  £t.  ...  "  X  x/X.  XO 


l)9a<xaXc;  rfoxxn  os  need  vkx«T:Iti  avx^rl  I 

;  .  It i.  i .. 0  i.i")  t;D0  C  Xt  £SJ  •' Ji  ; -X X ' ‘X  i)ilw  ii  X  ... ...  .;-X ‘X.  f i..‘ -  ■  -  -  •  ;  a  f ^ ...-t  *.  •;  •  «  o 

d" sexier  Xu.  XxxocfXl  'Xo  o.-.X  a  dxix  adTtfcXssd  ox ■<  ‘io  i  i:to  j  .x'i  .  xoix”;;.  ojx’U'xx 


,aoXIorf; 


3. 


I  am  writing  to-day  to  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Religious 
Tract  Society  of  London  about  your  book.,  and  advising  him  to  secure  a 
copy,  and  to  see  whether  he  approves  my  indication  for  its  translation 

and  publication. 

In  the  event  that  you  agree  to  this  -  and  I  am  deeply  interested 
in  it  and  thoroughly  convinced  that  your  book  could  be  a  great  inspira¬ 
tion  and  help  for  both  Protestants  and  non- Protestants  in  Hispanic 
America  and  Spain  -  I  would  like  to  know:  First ,  on  what  terms  we  could 
translate  and  publish  it;  and  Second,  whether  you  will  authorize  us 
to  reduce  the  number  of  quotations  and  the  extent  of  some,  in  order  to 
make  a  smaller  volume. 

I  feel  that,  by  doing  the  latter  carefully,  the  book  will  not 
lose  any  of  its  great  merit,  and  will  be  more  appropriate  and  accept¬ 
able  for  Spanish- reading  persons.  Of  course,  I  would  never  wish  to 
do  this,  except  with  your  advice  and  help  in  making  such  a  reduction 
according  to  your  views. 

It  is  useless  to  say  that  if,  as  I  hope,  we  reach  a  practical 
decision,  I  will  put  the  best  there  is  in  me  into  the  making  of  a  good 
translation.  I  hope  you  will  let  me  hear  from  you  about  this  important 
matter  at  your  convenience. 

Since  I  suppose  that  you  have  received  a  copy  of  my  December 
circular  -  and  I  hope  that  it  has  met  somewhat  the  request  which  you 
made  in  your  last  letter  to  me  for  a  statement  of  what  is  actually 
happening  in  Spain  -  I  will  only  include  in  this  some  extracts  from  a 
letter  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Grubb  sometime  after  the  circular  was 
prepared. 

After  that  letter  was  written  to  Mr.  Grubb,  another  event  has 
occurred  which,  I  am  very  much  afraid,  may  be  the  cause  of  a  greater 
revolution  than  that  of  October.  It  is  this:  After  Azaha  was  exoner¬ 
ated,  a  judge  especially  appointed  to  investigate  the  smuggling  of 
arms  and  ammunition  into  the  country  before  the  revolution,  in  his 
report  to  Congress,  tried  to  implicate  Azana  and  some  other  leaders 
of  the  Left  Hand  parties.  If  these  are  again  put  into  jail,  and  if 
the  accusation  is  not  clear  and  convincing,  I  am  almost  sure  that  a 
great  revolution  will  come. 

I  have  seen,  from  the  very  beginning,  that  a  special  Providence 
is  guiding  Spain,  in  spite  of  the  blunders,  hatreds  and  selfishness 
of  the  politicians;  so  my  hopes  for  a  better  future  are  not  impaired 
by  the  shadows  which  I  see  to-day  on  the  political  horizon. 

Mrs.  Orts  and  the  girls  came  on  December  18th,  and  it  is  certainly 
a  great  help  and  joy  to  me  to  have  them  here.  They  had  a  rough  voyage, 
as  a  consequence  of  which  Mrs.  ©rts  suffered  a  severe  setback;  but  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  she  is  now  so  much  better  that  she  has  been  able  to 
reduce  the  number  of  treatments  for  her  arthritis  from  one  every  day 
to  two  a  week.  I  enclose  picture  of  our  present  home.  How  greatly 
honored  we  would  feel,  if  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  could  visit  us  in  this 
sunny  place.  By  the  way,  no  less  a  person  than  Hew  York’s  former  and 
famous  mayor,  Jimmy  Walker,  has  been  staying  at  a  hotel  very  nearv%ith 
his  second  wife. 

Please  give  my  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Sneftr.  uordially  yours. 
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November  20,  1955. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  New  York. 

My  dear  Hob: 

This  is  just  a  very  personal  word,  -  and  I  am  sure  you  will 
believe  that  it  comes  straight  from  my  heart,  -  to  tell  you  how  dis¬ 
tressed  I  am,  and  Phil  with  me,  to  be  faced  by  a  situation  that  seems  to 
call  for  the  editorial  that  we  are  publishing  in  The  Sunday  School  Times 
of  this  week,  dated  November  25.  It  is  an  editorial  review  of  your  book, 
"The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ,"  and  it  discusses  what  are  evidently  your 
personal  positions  and  teachings,  together  with  those  of  your  Board  of 
Missions  and  other  denominational  Boards. 

We  have  felt,  as  of  course  you  have,  that  there  is  a  real  crisis 
in  the  Church  in  relation  to  the  foreign  missionary  responsibility,  and 
of  course  you  know  from  earlier  articles  in  the  Times,  and  from  personal 
conversations  with  Phil  and  myself,  what  our  deep  and  conscientious  con¬ 
victions  are,  and  how  at  some  vital  points  (vital  to  us)  they  differ  from 
yours.  But  in  this  letter  I  just  wanted  to  write  you  of  my  unchanged 
personal  love  for  you,  in  spite  of  our  grievous  differences  in  some  of  these 
matters.  That  love,  on  both  sides,  need  not  be  and  must  not  be  affected 
by  our  doctrinal  differences.  I  am  under  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  and 
affection  to  you,  and  I  always  shall  be.  I  need  not  assure  you  that  Phil 
feels  the  same  way. 

Affectionately  your  old  friend, 
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Mephibosheth 

By  Opal  Leonore  Gibbs 

EPHIBOSHETH!  The  messenger  of 
David  waits  without ! 

Art  thou  a  child  of  covenant  to  cower  and 
to  doubt? 

He  hath  the  ring  and  covering  robe  —  the 
measure  is  replete  — 

Hope  for  thy  beating  heart  and  crutches  for 
thy  shrinking  feet. 

Mephibosheth !  Art  still  so  slow,  thy  head 
shamed  on  thy  breast  ? 

Thy  father’s  friend  invites  thee  to  the  palace 
of  his  rest. 

Though  thou  hast  no  inheritance,  no  glory 
now  but  shame, 

Thou  needest  none,  for  he  will  share  his 
glory  and  his  name. 

Mephibosheth  !  Like  thee  I  walk  with  ever 
cumbering  feet, 

Yet  envy  them,  O  stalwart  one  whose  life  is 
far  less  sweet ; 

For  daily  they  are  hidden  underneath  a  royal 
board, 

And  for  Another’s  sake  I  hold  the  changeless 
favor  of  the  Lord. 

£ 

Light  for  Dark  Days 

Universal  Bible  Sunday  is  to  be 
observed  on  December  io.  Dr.  George 
William  Brown,  General  Secretary  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  issues  a  call  for 
this  needed  observance ;  the  theme  suggested 
by  the  Bible  Society  is  “The  Light  Shineth 
in  Darkness”  (John  1:5).  As  Dr.  Brown 
says  truly :  “In  the  darkness  of  these  days 
the  gracious  and  ever  meaningful  messages 
of  Scripture  shine  forth  with  a  peculiarly 
penetrating  brilliance.  There  are  rays  of 
Scripture  light  which  reflect  comfort;  com¬ 
fort  for  the  discouraged,  comfort  for  the 
dismayed,  comfort  for  the  weary.  From 
the  Book  there  comes  illuminating  counsel ; 
counsel  to  guide  youth,  counsel  to  embolden 


the  middle-aged,  and  counsel  to  sustain  the 
elderly.  From  the  chapters  of  the  Bible 
there  streams  forth  a  challenging  light ; 
challenging  the  believer  to  stand  steady,  to 
persist,  even  to  adventure.”  The  victorious 
experiences  of  God’s  people  in  the  darkest 
hours  of  history  in  Old  Testament  and  New 
are  reassuringly  cited,  even  to  the  time 
when  Paul  wrote:  “We  are  troubled  on 
every  side,  yet  not  distressed;  we  are  per¬ 
plexed,  but  not  in  despair ;  persecuted,  but 
not  forsaken ;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed. 
(2  Cor.  4:8,  9).  Best  of  all  are  our  Lord’s 
words :  “Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled : 
ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me 
(John  14:  1).  The  real  observance,  “in 
spirit  and  in  truth,”  of  Universal  Bible 
Sunday  would  bring  universal  light,  guid¬ 
ance,  comfort,  and  strength  to  this  dark 
and  needy  world. 

Peril  of  Recognizing  Russia 

“Rulers  take  counsel  together,  against 
the  Lord,  and  against  his  anointed.”  Russia 
and  Germany  are  doing  this  —  and  there 
is  grave  danger  that  the  United  States 
may  condone  Russia’s  blasphemous  atheism. 
This  issue  may  be  disposed  of  in  the  right 
way  before  this  paper  reaches  its  readers 
—  God  grant  it!  But  Christian  people 
throughout  the  nation  were  shocked,  and 
brought  to  their  knees  in  heart-broken 
prayer,  when  they  learned  that  our  Presi¬ 
dent  had  invited  the  Soviet  Government 
to  send  a  representative  to  Washington  to 
discuss  recognition.  Undoubtedly  a  flood 


THE  crisis  in  the  foreign  missionary 
work  of  the  Church,  occasioned  by  the 
Modernistic  position  and  policies  of 
many  of  our  evangelical  denominational  mis¬ 
sion  boards,  is  well  known  to  Christian  peo¬ 
ple  and  has  been  discussed  freely  in  these 
columns.  An  editorial  in  the  Times  of 
May  20,  1933,  on  “The  Betrayal  Commis¬ 
sion  and  the  Boards,”  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Appraisal  Commission 
of  the  Laymen’s  Foreign  Missions  Inquiry 
set  forth  in  its  apostate  report,  “Re-Think¬ 
ing  Missions,”  only  conclusions  that  were 
the  logical  fruitage  of  policies  followed 
for  many  years  by  our  denominational 
boards. 

The  situation  is  not  limited  to  any  one 
board,  but  obtains  in  most  of  the  larger 
denominations.  There  is  now  further  re¬ 
grettable  evidence  in  the  latest  volume  re¬ 
cently  published  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Rob¬ 
ert  E.  Speer,  senior  Secretary  of  the 


of  messages  has  poured  in  upon  the  White 
House,  pleading  with  Mr.  Roosevelt  not 
to  recognize  a  State  that  has  officially  de¬ 
clared  itself  against  God.  One  such  com¬ 
munication  was  sent  by  the  First  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church  of  Hollywood,  California,  after 
Dr.  MacLennan  had  preached  a  sermon  on 
the  Russian  situation;  the  2,000  citizens 
present  at  the  Sunday  services  adopted 
unanimously  a  resolution  importuning  the 
President  not  to  recognize  Russia  because 
“we  believe  that  such  recognition  would 
brand  the  American  people  as  Iscariots 
who,  as  Judas  sold  out  his  Saviour  for 
thirty  pieces  of  silver,  would  thereby, 
through  such  action,  be  selling  out  their 
spiritual  birthright  for  a  mere  mess  of 
pottage.”  The  Soviet  Government  has 
decreed  that  in  1937  “there  must  not  remain 
on  the  territory  of  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  a  single 
house  of  prayer  to  God,  and  the  very  con¬ 
ception  of  God  will  be  banished."  Shortly 
before  the  Times  goes  to  press  the  good 
news  is  flashed  from  Washington  that  there 
has  been  a  serious  halt  in  the  negotiations 
between  the  President  and  Litvinoff  be¬ 
cause  the  President  insists  that  a  condition 
of  recognition  be  a  guarantee  that  Ameri¬ 
can  citizens  in  Russia  be  permitted  to  wor¬ 
ship  without  interference.  But  such  a 
guarantee  would  touch  only  a  small  part 
of  the  situation  —  the  peril  confronting 
America  goes  much  deeper  than  that.  Even 
should  our  nation  make  the  tragic  mistake 
of  “recognizing”  God’s  avowed  enemies, 
the  prayers  of  God’s  people  should  con¬ 
tinue  without  ceasing  that  righteousness 
may  be  done. 


(Northern)  Presbyterian  Board  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions.  Dr.  Speer  is  known  and 
loved  throughout  the  world,  especially  by 
his  friends  of  long  standing  in  The  Sun¬ 
day  School  Times  staff.  He  has  done  a 
great  work  as  a  missionary  leader  for 
many  years,  and  his  influence  has  often 
counted  mightily  on  the  right  side.  Yet 
many  of  his  devoted  friends  have  been 
troubled  for  years  past  by  his  affiliations 
and  missionary  policies,  which  have  thrown 
his  influence  in  the  direction  of  Modern¬ 
ism  and  against  that  uncompromising  testi¬ 
mony  for  the  old  faith  which  is  the  only 
hope  of  evangelizing  a  lost  world. 

Dr.  Speer  has  ordinarily  been  thought 
of  as  a  true  evangelical  whose  affiliations 
were  somewhat  with  the  Liberal  or  Mod¬ 
ernist  school.  But  this  is  not  an  accurate 
understanding  of  his  position;  for  some 
have  known  what  his  latest  volume  now 
makes  plain,  that  his  personal  convictions 
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in  certain  doctrinal  matters  of  vital  im¬ 
portance  are  not  the  convictions  of  his¬ 
toric  evangelical  Christianity.  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  keep  this  in  mind  as  one  considers 
his  latest  volume,  “The  Finality  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  reviewed  in  the  present  editorial.1 

Dr.  Speer  has  always  stood  uncompro¬ 
misingly  for  the  deity  of  Christ.  His 
volume,  consisting  of  five  lectures  delivered 
in  1932-33  at  Princeton  and  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminaries,  oilers  a  defense 
of  this  great  fundamental  of  the  faith.  There 
is  much  in  the  volume  that  is  fine  and 
true  and  uncompromising.  But  running 
consistently  through  the  defense  is  a  vitiat¬ 
ing  current  of  citations  from  writers  who, 
it  is  well  known,  hold  unscriptural  positions, 
together  with  certain  of  Dr.  Speer’s  own 
convictions  that  seem  to  be  unscriptural. 

In  Lecture  I  there  is  a  mass  of  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  deity  of  Christ  from  the 
Early  Church  Fathers,  much  of  it  striking 
and  valuable:  “The  Church’s  Conception 
of  Christ  in  the  First  Two  Centuries.”  In 
stating  the  issue  to  be  discussed  in  this 
lecture,  Dr.  Speer  asks :  “Are  we  to  think 
of  him  as  a  great  human  leader  classified 
with  other  great  religious  teachers  or  as 
the  only  personality  of  his  kind,  the  Mes¬ 
siah  of  God  promised  in  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment,  the  Saviour  whose  death  atoned  for 
sin  and  who  actually  rose  from  the  dead 
and  lives  as  the  risen  Lord,  and  whose 
salvation  must  be  offered  to  every  man?” 
In  this  question,  and  in  the  context,  the 
author  plainly  shows  that  he  believes  in 
Christ  as  the  Messiah  of  God  and  Saviour 


of  men. 

In  Lecture  II,  “The  Attitude  of  Primitive 
Christianity  Toward  Non-Christian  Re¬ 
ligions,”  Dr.  Speer  refers  to  “Paul’s  tre¬ 
mendous  argument  that  all  have  sinned 
and  that  all  are  lost,  Jew  and  Roman  and 
Greek  alike,  but  that  there  is  a  Saviour, 
one  only  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ  born  of  the 
seed  of  David  according  to  the  flesh,  who 
was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
power,  according  to  the  spirit  of  holiness, 
by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead.”  His 
comment  is,  “This  was  and  is  the  only 
Gospel.” 

An  unusual  and  brief  review  of  the  whole 
history  of  Christian  missions  comprises 
Lecture  III,  “The  View  of  Christ  and 
Non-Christian  Religions  Which  Generated 
and  Sustained  the  Expansion  of  Christian¬ 
ity.”  Some  of  the  brightest  spots  in  the 
book  are  in  this  chapter. 

One  feels  as  though  he  were  on  the  bank 
of  one  of  the  “rivers  of  living  water”  as 
he  reads  of  the  great  missionary  movement 
of  the  Moravians.  “At  four  years  of  age 
its  great  founder,  Zinzendorf,  made  this 
covenant  with  Christ,  ‘Be  Thou  mine,  dear 
Saviour,  and  I  will  be  Thine.’  And  his 
covenant  as  a  child  held  for  his  manhood. 

From  the  beginning  the  Moravian  mis¬ 
sionaries  wrought  on  a  clear  and  consistent 
policy.”  Then  follows  a  quotation  from 
the  instructions  to  their  missionaries,  show- 
'  ing  the  clear  Gospel  message  they  were 
to  proclaim  to  the  heathen. 

Of  William  Carey,  Dr.  Speer  writes, 
“As  with  Zinzendorf,  it  was  Christ  and 
Christ  alone  whom  Carey  served  for  him¬ 
self  and  preached  to  men”  (p.  145)-  I_n 
an  agreement  drawn  up  by  Carey  and  his 
associates  are  these  declarations :  The 


1  “The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ.”  By  Robert 
E.  Speer,  D.D.  (Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.,  New 
York  City,  $3-) 


doctrine  of  Christ’s  expiatory  death  and 
all-sufficient  merits  has  been,  and  must  ever 
remain,  the  grand  mean  of  conversion. 

.  .  .  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  most 
successful  missionaries  in  the  world  at  the 
present  day  make  the  atonement  of  Christ 
their  continued  theme.  We  mean  the  Mo¬ 
ravians.  They  attribute  all  their  success 
to  the  preaching  of  the  death  of  our  Sav¬ 
iour.  So  far  as  our  experience  goes  in 
this  work,  we  must  freely  acknowledge, 
that  every  Hindoo  among  us  who  has  been 
gained  to  Christ  has  been  won  by  the  as¬ 
tonishing  and  all-constraining  love  exhibited 
in  our  Redeemer’s  propitiatory  death.  Oh, 
then  may  we  resolve  to  know  nothing 
among  Hindoos  and  Mussulmans  but  Christ 
and  Him  crucified”  (p.  148). 

But  in  this  whole  Third  Lecture  in 
which  the  aim  of  Christian  missions  is 
constantly  referred  to  there  is  scarcely  any 
mention,  if  at  all,  of  the  saving  of  lost 
souls  from  eternal  punishment  as  the  mo¬ 
tive  of  foreign  missions.  And  one  won¬ 
ders  why,  among  the  many  quotations  from 
missionaries  in  China  on  heathen  religions 
and  the  condition  of  the  heathen,  there  is 
none  from  Hudson  Taylor,  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  missionaries  of  all  time  and  the  founder 
of  the  largest  faith  mission  in  the  world. 

“Can  We  Still  Hold  the  Primitive  View 
of  Christ?”  is  the  question  answered  in 
the  Fourth  Lecture.  Here  Dr.  Speer  says 
of  Christ:  “He  was  God,  the  pre-existent 
Son,  tabernacling  in  our  humanity.”  “We 
believe  immovably  in  the  actual  bodily  Res¬ 
urrection  of  Jesus.” 

In  Lecture  V  Dr.  Speer  discusses  the 
question,  “What  View,  Then,  Shall  We 
Take  Today  of  Non-Christian  Religions?” 
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A  brief  summary  of  Dr.  Speer’s  answer! 
is  found  on  page  334: 

“This,  then,  is  the  answer  to  the  ques.! 
tion,  What  are  we  to  think  of  the  non- J 
Christian  religions.  They  are  expressions! 
of  the  religious  nature  of  man.  Whatever! 
good  and  truth  they  possess  is  inadequate! 
They  provide  no  way  of  salvation  or  of  ] 
deliverance  from  sin.  They  are  deficient! 
in  their  ethical  and  social  ideals  and  dy- 1 
namic.  They  have  no  adequate  idea  of  Godl 
and  no  Atoning  and  Living  Saviour.  Dark! 
evils  and  untruths  have  found  shelter  inl 
them.  They  express  but  they  also  en-l 
cumber  the  religious  nature  of  man.  Asl 
Christianity  goes  out  to  meet  them  its! 
attitude  is  the  same  as  toward  all  non- 1 
Christian  systems  of  thought  and  life  at  1 
home.  It  holds  the  primitive  faith  about! 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  and  Son  of! 
Man,  the  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  must] 
have  a  place  alone,  supreme  and  pre-emi-1 
nent,  and  in  that  faith  it  calls  men  to  be-J 
come  the  disciples  of  this  Divine  Master! 
and  to  do  what  all  disciples  have  been] 
called  to  do  in  all  ages  and  in  all  lands,] 
as  it  is  written  of  those  first  disciples,  the] 
fishermen  and  the  tax  collector,  ‘Straight¬ 
way  they  left  all  and  followed  him.’  ” 

In  view  of  these  many  strong  and  vital] 
points  made  by  Dr.  Speer,  is  not  his  volume 
a  valuable  textbook  and  safe  guide?  The 
Times  believes  it  is  not,  for  reasons  here 
stated. 

A  large  part  of  the  3 77  pages  of  the] 
text  is  given  to  extended  quotations  from 
a  host  of  writers,  many  of  whom  are 
Higher  Critics  or  Modernists,  and  Dr. 
Speer  does  not  often  warn  the  reader 
( Concluded  on  the  facing  page ) 


Notes  on  Open  Letters 


The  Green  Tree  and  the  Dry 

Please  explain  Luke  23:31:  “For  if 
they  do  these  things  in  a  green  tree,  what 
shall  be  done  in  the  dry?” — A  Nebraska 
reader. 

A  green  tree  has  abundant  life;  a  dry 
tree,  none. 

Why  did  the  Lord  ask  this  question?  — 
a  parable  in  seventeen  words. 

He  was  on  his  way  to  Calvary.  The 
Jews  had  demanded  of  Pilate,  “Crucify 
him,  crucify  him,”  and  “Pilate  gave  sen¬ 
tence  that  it  should  be  as  they  required.” 
As  the  Lord  of  glory,  eternally  sinless  and 
impeccably  righteous,  was  led  away  and 
walked  to  his  death  in  order  to  become  the 
sin-bearer  for  the  whole  world,  “there  fol¬ 
lowed  him  a  great  company  of  people,  and 
of  women,  which  also  bewailed  and  la¬ 
mented  him.”  Their  hearts  were  broken 
for  him.  He  turned  and  said  to  them: 
“Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me, 
but  weep  for  yourselves,  and  for  your  chil¬ 
dren.”  He  told  them  of  the  unthinkably 
terrible  days  that  would  yet  come,  when 
women  without  children  would  be  glad  they 
had  no  children,  and  when  people  would 
cry  out  to  the  mountains  “Fall  on  us ;  and 
to  the  hills,  Cover  us.” 

Then  it  was  that  he  spoke  this  ques¬ 
tion-parable:  “For  if  they  do  these  things 
in  a  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  in  the 
dry?” 

Christ  was  the  green  tree.  As  no  other 


man  who  ever  lived  on  this  earth,  hisM 
delight  was  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  ■ 
that  law  he  meditated  day  and  night.  The* 
Psalmist  describes  such  a  man:  “And  I.eB 
shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  I 
of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  his  1 
season;  his  leaf  also  shall  not  whither;  and® 
whatsoever  he  doeth  shall  prosper’  (Psa. B 
1:3).  And  this  “green  tree,”  green  with! 
the  life  and  fruit  of  God  as  no  other  tree  I 
the  world  has  ever  known,  was  being  cast  I 
out,  condemned,  crucified  by  represents- 1 
tives  of  the  whole  world,  Gentile  as  well 
as  Jew.  “If  they  do  these  things  in  a* 
green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry 

A  green  tree  bears  fruit.  God’s  chosen  I 
people  the  Jews,  and  the  Gentile  world 
of  that  day  also,  were  bearing  no  fruit  I 
because  they  were  “dry,”  having  none  ot  I 
the  life  of  God.  The  time  must  come 
when  God’s  righteous  judgment  should  I 
strike  the  dry  tree  which,  just  then,  was  1 
striking  the  green  tree.  And,  terrible  as  1 
was  man’s  unrighteous  judgment  brought  I 
against  Christ,  the  judgments  and  wrath  0  1 
God  against  the  incorrigibly  unrighteous 
will  be  more  terrible  still.  “Weep  not  I  'l 
me,”  said  the  Lord,  “but  weep  for  y0Ul '  j 
selves,  and  for  your  children.” 

Other  Scriptures  throw  light  on  this 
word  of  the  Lord.  Those  who  reject  ^ 
and  ,"b  '"t  are  described  as  “trees  whose  j 
fruit  'eth,  without  fruit,  twice  dea  •  j 

pluck  the  roots”  (Jude  12)- 
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Dr.  Speer's  Position  and  Teaching 


( Concluded  from  the  facing  page) 
against  them.  Professor  J.  Gresham 
Machen  in  his  booklet,  “Modernism  and 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A.,” 1 
says  of  this  book :  “The  writers  whom  Dr. 
Speer  most  loves  to  quote  are  hostile  to 
the  Bible  and  to  the  Christian  way  of 
salvation.  It  is  true  that  a  man  may  often 
quote  in  support  of  details  in  his  argu¬ 
ment  the  assertions  of  men  who  represent 
a  point  of  view  different  from  his  own. 
But  the  trouble  is  that  no  ordinary  reader 
of  Dr.  Speer’s  books  would  obtain  any 
inkling  of  the  fact  that  Harnack,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  whom  Dr.  Speer  loves  to  quote  most 
of  all,  represents  Jesus  as  a  man  who  kept 
his  own  person  out  of  his  Gospel  and  pre¬ 
sented  Christianity  as  being  essentially  an 
entrance  into,  and  pursuance  of,  the  type 
of  religious  life  which  Jesus  Himself  lived. 
The  general  impression  which  one  gets 
from  the  book  as  a  whole  is  that  this  writer 
and  the  great  host  of  other  destructive 
writers  are  regarded  as  valid  witnesses  to 
the  truth  and  to  the  value  of  the  essential 
Christian  message  and  of  the  Christian 
view  of  Christ.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  the 
Christ  whom  these  writers  believe  to  have 
lived  in  the  first  century  was  the  real 
Christ,  then  the  Christ  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  must  of  course  be  given  up.” 

A  Mixture  of  Truth  and  Error 

As  one  labors  through  the  innumerable 
quotations  in  Dr.  Speer’s  book  he  feels 
lost  in  a  maze  of  human  reasoning  and 
philosophizing,  in  which  there  is  a  danger¬ 
ous  mixture  of  truth  and  error. 

The  question  discussed  by  Dr.  Speer  in 
Lecture  V  is,  “What  View,  Then,  Shall 
We  Take  Today  of  Non-Christian  Re¬ 
ligions?”  At  one  point  well  along  in  the 
chapter  Dr.  Speer  asks,  “What  is  the  truth 
about  the  non-Christian  religions?”  Part 
of  his  first  point  in  answer  is:  “These  re 
ligions  are  expressions  of  the  religious 
nature  of  man.  They  show  that  men  every¬ 
where  feel  the  need  of  help  from  without. 
The  urge  that  produced  them  and  that  sus¬ 
tains  them  is  evidence  that,  in  spite  of  all 
that  has  obstructed  His  way  and  distorted 
His  word,  God  has  been  seeking  men.” 

This  is  very  different  from  the  Scrip¬ 
tural  answer  to  the  question.  The  truth 
is  given  by  inspiration  in  the  first  chapter 
of  Romans.  In  that  terrible  indictment  of 
heathenism  we  find  these  words :  “Because 
that,  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified 
him  not  as  God,  neither  were  thankful ;  but 
became  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and 
their  foolish  heart  was  darkened.  Profess¬ 
ing  themselves  to  be  wise,  they  became 
fools,  and  changed  the  glory  of  the  uncor¬ 
ruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to 
corruptible  man,  and  to  birds,  and  four- 
footed  beasts,  and  creeping  things.  Where- 

1  This  notable  book  by  Dr.  Machen  should 
have  a  wide  reading  by  Christians  of  all  de¬ 
nominations,  for  it  is  packed  with  invaluable 
information  on  the  issue  which  confronts  every 
evangelical  branch  of  the  Church.  It  may  be 
had  free  of  charge  by  writing  Dr.  J.  Gresham 
Machen,  206  South  Thirteenth  Street,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 


fore  God  also  gave  them  up  to  uncleanness 
through  the  lusts  of  their  own  hearts,  to 
dishonour  their  own  bodies  between  them¬ 
selves  :  Who  changed  the  truth  of  God 
into  a  lie,  and  worshipped  and  served  the 
creature  more  than  the  Creator,  who  is 
blessed  for  ever.  Amen.” 

Further  on  Dr.  Speer  does  say  of  the 
heathen  religions  that  “they  are  seamed 
with  evils  from  which  Christianity  is  free.” 
But  how  can  the  colossal,  Satanic  systems 
of  error  that  form  the  heathen  religions  be 
looked  upon  as  “evidence”  that  “God  has 
been  seeking  men”? 

Dr.  Machen  in  his  review  of  Dr.  Speer’s 
book  (in  Christianity  Today,  May,  1933) 
points  out  that  “he  fails  altogether  to  distin¬ 
guish,  from  the  false  Judaism  of  the  Phari¬ 
sees  and  of  the  Judaizers,  the  true  Juda¬ 
ism  that  understood  the  Old  Testament 
Scriptures.”  Dr.  Speer’s  lamentable  con¬ 
fusion  on  this  point  appears  in  this  Fifth 
Lecture.  In  quoting  an  introduction  of  his 
own  written  for  a  book  by  Dr.  Robert  A. 
Hume  of  India,  but  which  Dr.  Speer  tells 
us  was  not  accepted  by  Dr.  Hume,  he  says 
of  the  non-Christian  religions:  “We  may 
call  them  ‘schoolmasters,’  but  that  desig¬ 
nation  only  seems  to  bring  out  clearly  their 
ineffectiveness  in  such  capacity.  Not  one 
of  them,  Judaism  least  of  all,  has  served 
as  an  influence  to  bring  men  to  Christ.” 

There  are  two  statements  here  that  will 
startle  and  grieve  Dr.  Speer’s  Christian 
friends.  The  first  is  the  including  of  Juda¬ 
ism  among  “non-Christian  religions.”  For 
the  Christian  Gospel  in  its  unique  perfec¬ 
tion  was  at  the  heart  of  true  Judaism,  and 
true  Judaism  was  the  only  God-revealed 
“religion.”  The  second  unscriptural  state¬ 
ment  is  that  Judaism  was  “least  of  all”  a 
schoolmaster  or  influence  to  bring  men  to 
Christ.  It  was  not  only  not  “least  of  all,” 
but  it  stood  alone  as  the  only  such  school¬ 
master.  Paul  differs  with  Dr.  Speer,  for 
the  apostle  writes  by  divine  and  infallible 
inspiration:  “But  before  faith  came,  we 
were  kept  under  the  law,  shut  up  unto 
the  faith  which  should  afterwards  be  re¬ 
vealed.  Wherefore  the  law  was  our  school¬ 
master  to  bring  us  unto  Christ,  that  we 
might  be  justified  by  faith”  (Gal.  3 :  23,  24). 

Can  Buddha  Be  Likened  to  Moses? 

Later  Dr.  Speer  says  that  Christianity 
“calls  men  to  become  the  disciples  of  this 
Divine  Master  and  to  do  what  all  disciples 
have  been  called  to  do  in  all  ages  and  in 
all  lands,  as  it  is  written  of  those  first 
disciples,  the  fishermen  and  the  tax  col¬ 
lector,  ‘Straightway  they  left  all  and  fol¬ 
lowed  Him.’  Left  all?  Did  they  leave 
Moses  and  Isaiah?  Must  the  disciples  who 
go  today  leave  all?  May  they  not  keep 
Buddha  and  Confucius  and  Lao-tsze,  as 
Peter  and  John  and  Matthew  kept  Moses 
and  Isaiah?  Well,  can  they?  Time  will 
show,  and  as  Mr.  Lobenstine  of  Shanghai 
has  put  it :  ‘I  am  quite  willing  a  Buddhist 
should  take  Buddha  for  his  Moses,  but  I  am 
not  willing  that  he  should  take  Buddha  for 
his  Christ.’  ”  Mr.  Lobenstine  is  well  known 
as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  destructively 
Modernist  missionary  movement  in  China; 


it  is  nothing  less  than  tragic  that  the  senior 
secretary  of  a  great  evangelical  board  of 
foreign  missions  should  quote,  with  no  hint 
of  disapproval,  the  apostate  suggestion  that 
Buddha  may  properly  be  substituted  for 
Moses  — the  only  Old  Testament  prophet 
to  whom  Christ  is  likened  in  the  Scriptures. 
When  the  Lord  Jesus  after  his  resurrec¬ 
tion  met  the  two  disciples  on  the  way  to 
Emmaus  and  “expounded  unto  them  in  all 
the  Scriptures  the  things  concerning  him¬ 
self,”  he  began  “at  Moses  and  all  the 
prophets.”  Do  Dr.  Speer  and  Mr.  Loben¬ 
stine  think  he  could  have  begun  just  as 
well  at  Buddha? 

“I  cannot  see  how,”  writes  Dr.  Machen, 
“if  he  [Dr.  Speer]  is  consistent,  he  can 
really  hold  to  the  equal  authority  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments.  Does  that  mean 
merely  giving  the  Old  Testament  up?  No, 
it  means  something  even  more  serious.  It 
means  giving  the  New  Testament  up  as 
well,  because  the  New  Testament  stakes 
the  whole  weight  of  its  authority  upon  just 
that  high  view  of  the  Old  Testament  Scrip¬ 
tures  which  is  held  by  despised  Bible-be- 
lieving  Christians  lately  —  that  high  view 
of  the  Old  Testament  which  is  certainly 
undermined,  by  implication  if  not  con¬ 
sciously,  in  what  Dr.  Speer  says.” 

The  Crisis  in  Missions 

It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  how  the 
author  of  the  views  expressed  in  this  mas¬ 
sive  volume  could  not  only  tolerate  but 
approve  positions  and  policies  of  his  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  that  have  saddened 
and  alienated  many  evangelical  believers. 
Leading  Presbyterian  pastors  and  churches 
have  taken  up  with  their  Board  its  depart¬ 
ures  from  the  faith,  its  Modernistic  policies, 
its  unsound  literature,  and  have  earnestly 
sought  to  get  some  assurance  that  these 
things  were  at  least  unintentional  or  would 
be  corrected  or  done  away.  But  neither 
Dr.  Speer  nor  any  of  his  Board  associates 
has  given  any  assurance  of  this. 

The  latest  General  Assembly,  in  May, 
rejected  by  an  overwhelming  majority  every 
effort  of  the  Bible-believing  commissioners 
to  cleanse  the  Board  of  its  unscriptural 
activities.  The  formation  of  a  new  Inde¬ 
pendent  Board  for  Presbyterian  Foreign 
Missions  (which  occurred  immediately  after 
the  Assembly),  standing  uncompromisingly 
for  the  old  faith,  was  a  long  delayed  but 
inevitable  result  of  the  official  Board’s  posi¬ 
tion.  The  same  thing  occurred  in  England 
when  the  Church  Missionary  Society  forced 
the  issue  by  its  similarly  Modernistic  poli¬ 
cies,  and  the  Bible  Church  Missionary 
Society  was  formed  by  evangelicals,  and 
is  now  functioning  as  a  true  testimony  in 
the  foreign  mission  field.  Similar  action 
will  doubtless  come  in  other  denominations 
in  America ,  for  in  these  last  days  the  pre¬ 
dicted  perilous  times  have  come,  when 
church  leaders  do  not  endure  sound  doc¬ 
trine,  but  when  there  are  still  great  numbers 
of  God’s  people  who  are  ready  to  obey  the 
injunction,  given  in  this  same  Scripture 
passage  of  solemn  warning,  to  “do  the 
work  of  an  evangelist,  make  full  proof  of 
thy  ministry”  (2  Tim.  3:1;  4:3~5)' 
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The  Beloved  Stranger.  By  Grace  Liv¬ 
ingston  Hill.  (J.  B.  Lippincott  Co.,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  $2.)  Sherrill  Cameron  did  an 
amazing  and  courageous  thing.  Discover¬ 
ing  in  her  very  wedding  hour  that  her 
bridegroom-to-be  had  played  false  to 
another  girl  for  whom  he  still  cared, 
she  substituted  the  other  as  bride  in  the 
church  wedding  procession.  There  was  a 
delicate  and  difficult  situation  to  be  met 
afterward,  and  Sherrill  felt  she  never  could 
have  gone  through  with  it  if  it  had  not 
been  for  Graham  Copeland  happening  along 
as  he  did.  But  in  the  days  that  followed 
she  had  to  face  the  old,  old  puzzle  of  why 
things  are  allowed  to  happen  as  they  do. 
There  is  dear  old  Aunt  Patricia’s  shattered 
romance,  that  seems  even  more  beyond 
understanding.  But  in  her  loneliness  and 
grief  Sherrill  is  led  to  find  her  Saviour, 
and  in  the  end  is  happier  than  she  ever 
dreamed  she  could  be.  The  whole  book  is 
a  message  of  cheer  and  encouragement  for 
those  who  are  called  to  walk  strange  paths. 

Sourdough  Gold.  The  Log  of  a  Yukon 
Adventure.  By  Mary  Lee  Davis.  (W.  A. 
Wilde  Co.,  Boston,  $3.)  Much  has  been 
written  about  the  gold  rush  of  1898.  It 
would  seem,  however,  that  very  few  of 
those  who  were  actually  in  it  thought  it 
worth  while  to  keep  a  careful  record.  They 
were  not  there  to  make  records,  but  to  get 
gold.  Few  even  kept  a  journal.  But  in  the 
thousands  who  went  over  the  heart-break¬ 
ing  trail  was  a  doctor,  traveler,  and  citi¬ 
zen  of  the  world,  who  was  there  neither 
for  gold  nor  adventure,  but  to  seek  quiet. 
He  kept  a  careful  journal.  Mrs.  Davis, 
whose  books  on  Alaska  have  made  it 
familiar  territory  to  many,  discovered  the 
old  doctor  and  his  journal.  Together  they 
brought  back  to  life  those  scenes  of  long 
ago.  The  reader  who  enjoys  travel  and 
adventure  will  find  the  book  a  treat.  He 
will  journey  with  the  doctor  over  the 
White  Pass,  winter  with  him  in  Dawson, 
and  then  alone  in  a  small  open  boat  fol¬ 
low  the  great  Yukon  River,  one  of  the  few 
great  rivers  of  the  world  that  flow  west, 
for  one  thousand  miles  across  Alaska  to 
the  coast.  The  book  is  so  clean,  wholesome, 
and  fascinating  that  one  regrets  that  the 
lovable  old  doctor  who  shows  his  belief 
in  God  and  the  Bible  does  not  seem  to 
understand  it  in  the  evangelical  sense.  The 
book  is  large,  handsomely  bound,  and  illus¬ 
trated  with  many  fine  photographs. 

The  Great  Tribulation.  By  T.  Richard 
Dunham.  (Fundamental  Truth  Store,  Box 
67,  Hoytville,  Ohio,  60  cents.)  It  is  fitting 
that  this  careful  and  Scriptural  study  of  a 
subject  that  is  puzzling  to  many  should 
appear  at  this  time,  when  many  signs  point 
to  the  approaching  end  of  this  age.  As 
the  author  himself  says,  the  teaching  given 
here  is  not  new,  and  he  acknowledges  his 
indebtedness  to  such  teachers  as  Drs.  Gray, 
Pettingill,  Chafer,  and  Gaebelein.  But 
many  will -welcome  this  new  volume,  for  in 
the  space  of  seventy-eight  pages  it  gives  a 


As  a  convenience  to  Times  readers, 
any  of  these  books  may  be  ordered 
through  the  Times  Book  Service,  1721 
Spring  Garden  Street,  Philadelphia. 
Please  add,  for  postage,  ten  per  cent  of 
the  price  up  to  orders  of  $5  or  more. 


vivid  picture  of  the  Tribulation,  with 
numerous  and  full  quotations  from  the 
Bible.  Mr.  Dunham  shows  that  the  Great 
Tribulation  will  occur  after  the  Church  has 
been  caught  up  to  meet  Christ  in  the  air 
and  before  he  establishes  his  millennial 
reign;  that  God’s  wrath  will  be  poured  out 
upon  apostate  Christendom,  upon  godless 
nations,  and  upon  Israel.  His  five  reasons 
why  Christ’s  return  for  his  Church  must  be 
premillennial  are  particularly  good,  as  well 
as  his  “General  Survey”  of  the  Tribulation 
period.  This  book  will  be  valuable  not  only 
to  believers  who  already  love  His  appear¬ 
ing,  but  will  be  useful  in  awakening  sin¬ 
ners  to  their  need  of  the  Saviour,  for  it 
concludes  with  a  solemn  warning  and  an 
earnest  appeal  to  accept  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Martin  Luther;  the  Formative  Years. 

By  Barend  Klaas  Kuiper.  (Wm.  B.  Eerd- 
mans  Publishing  Co.,  234  Pearl  St.,  N.  W., 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  $2.)  The  celebra¬ 
tions  this  autumn  of  the  450th  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  Martin  Luther,  the  “Sledge¬ 
hammer  of  God,”  have  already  had  the  good 
effect  of  quickening  interest  in  his  life. 


Through  the  Bible  with  Dr.  Wells 

The  Living  Bible,  Chapter  by  Chapter. 

By  Amos  R.  Wells,  Litt.D.,  LL.D.  {IV. 

A.  Wilde  Co.,  Boston,  $1.) 

ONE  of  the  most  valued  features  of  The 
Sunday  School  Times  for  many 
years  was  “The  Lesson  Poem,”  written  by 
the  late  Dr.  Wells.  He  had  an  unusual 
mastery  of  words,  the  ability  to  say  a  great 
deal  in  a  small  space  and  in  a  striking 
manner,  and  was  a  versatile  and  well-known 
writer.  His  style  had  a  tenderness  about 
it  that  always  warmed  the  heart.  In  this 
attractive  pocket-size  volume  are  brief, 
thought-provoking  comments  on  all  the 
1,179  chapters  of  the  Bible.  Most  of  the 
paragraphs  are  less  than  one  hundred  words 
long,  and  frequently  the  last  sentence  or 
two  becomes  a  prayer.  At  the  beginning 
of  each  comment  are  the  day  of  the  week, 
the  Bible  chapter  to  be  read,  and  a  two- 
word  title,  of  which  “My”  is  the  first  word, 
making  each  chapter  personal.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  Genesis  1  is  entitled  “My  Creator,” 
Isaiah  53  “My  Saviour,”  and  John  14  “My 
Worries.”  With  the  aid  of  this  plan,  the 
whole  Bible  may  be  read  through  in  168 
weeks  and  three  days,  or  a  little  over  three 
years.  This  little  volume  will  be  a  valuable 
aid  to  Sunday-school  teachers,  may  well 
be  used  at  family  prayers,  and  will  be  a 
welcome  daily  companion  to  many  who  read 
the  Word  regularly  and  prayerfully. 


Dr.  Kuiper’s  book  is  indeed  a  notable  addi-  | 
tion  to  the  literature  that  has  grown  up  I 
around  the  great  soul  of  Erfurt  and  Wit-  ] 
tenberg,  and  should  have  a  large  place  in  1 
contemporary  appraisal  of  his  life.  Un-  1 
hackneyed,  reading  not  so  much  like  a  con-  I 
ventional  biography  as  like  the  staccato  of  1 
Victor  Hugo  or  Emil  Ludwig,  it  is  a  book  1 
for  both  the  general  reader  and  the  scholar.  | 
In  brilliant  fashion  the  author  recreates  I 
the  intellectual,  social,  and  political  atmo-  ] 
sphere  of  the  times,  until  the  reader  almost  fl 
seems  to  be  walking  the  streets  beside  I 
Luther,  or  sitting  with  him  at  his  desk.  I 
With  consummate  skill  and  a  wealth  of  in-  1 
formation  the  development  of  the  mind  and  ] 
soul  of  Luther  is  traced  step  by  step,  until  ] 
the  fascinating  story  reaches  its  climactic  I 
issue.  No  one  could  turn  from  this  book  I 
without  a  renewed  and  exhilarating  sense  I 
of  the  greatness,  the  wonder,  and  the  suffi¬ 
ciency  of  the  grace  of  God. 

His  Unchanging  Word.  By  William 
Evans,  Ph.D.,  D.D.  (American  Sunday- 
School  Union,  Philadelphia,  50  cents.)  A 
great  Bible  teacher  of  many  years’  experi-  I 
ence  has  brought  together  in  simple,  satis-  j 
fying  form  a  convenient  little  volume  de¬ 
signed  for  personal  Bible  study  and  the  < 
preparation  of  messages,  or  to  be  used  as  a 
textbook  in  classes,  vacation  Bible  schools, 
young  people’s  groups,  or  correspondence  ] 
courses.  There  are  two  main  divisions,  “A 
Survey  of  the  Bible”  and  “How  to  Master 
the  Bible.”  The  first  covers  such  topics  as 
“What  the  Bible  Has  to  Say  about  Itself,” 
“How  Our  Bible  Came  to  Us,”  and  “How 
the  Bible  Divides  Itself.”  These  are  sub¬ 
divided  into  brief  chapters,  each  followed 
by  a  set  of  review  questions.  The  second 
division  on  “How  to  Master  the  Bible"  is 
exceedingly  interesting,  giving  many  “meth¬ 
ods”  which  are  in  themselves  rich  Bible 
studies.  They  illustrate  the  book  method, 
chapter  method,  prophetic  study,  Bible  char¬ 
acters,  topical  method,  and  close  study  of 
specific  texts.  The  book  will  prove  a  pop¬ 
ular  and  inviting  introduction  to  still  fur¬ 
ther  Bible  study. 

This  Grace  Also.  By  John  E.  Simpson, 
D.D.  (Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.,  New  York, 
$1.)  A  textbook  on  stewardship  or  a 
study  on  tithing  is  not  a  new  thing,  but  a 
textbook  on  Christian  giving  is  not  com¬ 
mon,  to  say  the  least.  This  book  presents 
the  Word  and  will  of  God  with  regard  to 
the  grace  of  giving  over  and  above  the 
tithe.  It  discusses,  too,  almost  every  phase 
of  stewardship,  —  the  stewardship  of  time, 
of  life,  of  possessions,  of  the  Gospel.  1° 
just  six  brief  chapters  this  study  book 
makes  clear  the  Christian’s  duty  and  prn- 
ilege  in  the  matter  of  giving.  It  presents 
facts  and  principles,  but  it  does  far  more, 
too.  It  is  so  written  as  to  stir  the  stu¬ 
dents’  emotions  and  spur  him  to  action  m 
becoming  the  possessor  of  “this  grace  also. 
Each  chapter  is  preceded  by  an  advance 
assignment  for  study  and  a  statement  0 
the  aim  of  the  chapter ;  and  each  is  follower 
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yr.  Charles  D*  Trtabull 
$25-527  So.  15th  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pa* 


My  dear  Charlies 

On  retooling  this  vreek  from  a  western  trip  I  feme  your  letter 
of  November  20th  and  the  copy  of  the  Sunday  School  Times  for  November  <.5th, 

-  &i ting  me,  I  have  read  these  with  unabated  affection  i or  you  an-;  Phil 

but  with  deep  sorrow,  ,  ,f 

Your  controversy  and  that  of  Dr*  H&cnen,  ith  o:-  y associate 
yourself,  is  not  with  ae  but  with  the  Teaching  and  Spirit  of  the  Siw  xastaaaat, 
'  nd  with  »the  convictions  of  historic  evangelical  Chris tisai ty, B  ox  -'nich  you 
goeafc  in  the  editorial.  It  is  this  that  has  filled  me  ioh  sorrow  for  & 
Ion*  time  with  regard  to  sea©  of  the  positions  .vhieh  you  have  b&en  aiding* 

It  is  clear  either  that  you  do  not  knot-:  the  teaching  of  the  aibla  or  tua*  you 
select  parts  of  it  yrhich  fit  in  with  your  views  and  ignore  the  other  parts. 
jinc5  as  to  the  convictions  of  historic  evangelical  Christianity,  r  has  b^ea 
clear  for  a  long  time  that  you  have  not  been  accurately  .informed  as  to  ehat 
the  -re.  IThon  Dr.  P-rfield  dealt  With  safes  of  your  views  la  the  article 
in  **fho  Princeton  Review*1 ,  now  included  in  his?  published  %orks,  1  tbc-u. t  ho 
*as  too  severe,  but  if  he  vers  living  ap*  end  yrc  to  : ovl-v*  y.ur  later  courr  ■ 
I  think  ho  »?oulb  trite  with  still  greater  severity, 

X  must  say  in  ell  honesty  trurt  I  fc/iisttc  5  our  edi  tori  ax  i;  not.  -July 
unfaithful  to  the  Scriptures  and  to  tht  historical  itn-jss  of  the  Chnrch  but 
also  that  both  its  statements  and  its  insinuations  are  unworthy  and  traju-.i 
end  that  much  that  you  have  b  eh  scrying  and  doing  in  recent  years  IS  at 
variance  with  the  truth  of  tiic  Bible  and  te-rfefuL  to  tee  cause  oi  Clirist. 

All  this  do- s  rot  diminish, 'however,  ay  d, op  love  for  -you  and  Phil 
but  only  increases  ny  on^iety  both  for  you  for  the  .-uncay  bchool  end 

the  trust  fron  your  father  that  has  corns  dosa  to  you, 

I  shall  of  course  cake  no  reply  to  y-'ur  statements,  have  not 

done  to  t  .os©  in  Christianity  Today.  1  learned^  long  ago  that  editors*  in¬ 
cluding  rven  editors  of  religious  papers ,  h’.ve  principles  o,  thoir  o>»n  on 
which  they  feel  free  to  act  which  too  often,  as  it  seems  to  mo,  are  in  accord 
neither  vdth  honor  nor  with  Christianity, 


I  m9 


,1th  undiminishid  anr  aver  deepening  love  for  both  you  and  ?hil. 


Ever  affectionately  ymrs, 


R  ,SjB 


v  ’  .  e  A  -’ 

“  •  '  *  •  *  o  ■  .. 

1 

I 

■  't.i  v'f  C  i..^,  ;  »*•., 

:-r/i  • 

I 


t 

:■  s ;.  W . 


<:.  •  •  -s.  *  >  u 


.  >.Jo  .Ifc 

•fW*  »  v*J  .  r,  ..  w  . 


■  .  xfMtjai',  Q\  LW- 

' :<t  'll  i  .  -  •  !•  .  . 

■  ;  : -  ,  S'  •'  •  d  i  -.r; 

syuwin.^  u«.-  t\  .  -  ■-.■>(.  Discom 

■•y  *’■'  '■  !•:  .  '  dim.  ;to-r 

;.i  •  ciitr  ;1  .V  '  ..  !  ,1-:;  .  .vret), 

('■  ■  *.S  .  ic  if  tin 

'  ■  1  . it  ;vjs  a 


y-' ‘v  ’  ■  “'’■»*&)■  |V  V  ,  .  .  ...  J 

'•  ■  !./•':>  ■{  r!Wf..  «?..  >ts  >  ■  ■;  ...  ;  ..  « 

-  .  '  Wt  JJ.T,  .*  ill  -vv.;,.,  , 

r  ■  :  ,  V  I : 

.  h  i'.-  .  t  Ka  v;  .  e,  .  .. 


KaiperV  be  :,:  is  indeed  a 

ti  i  i.  t'  •  iterator*  tfiat  i.- 

••  ^rriSiir^T-:  ...  1  ■■ 

.■■rtf  1  , .  . 


V;  •' 


•  ■  I  MVII  N  C)  *  I  ’*  '  ■  *  '  '  I  :  ••  ‘:t  •  ;  With 

'  1‘‘  l*.  ;'.i  •  t  •  i’l  OJCt  it 

■,  {cru-K»-*.i.  j£.d.Sh<  ..  •!*  naSvtr  corld  ■■>'-'<■.  ■  f  i  .t:\r-  ...„n  In  .  '»<• . • 


It 

haqkncyed,  wnuftny  _  _ _ _ _ 

ioiisl  b. vgiMphv  as  like  the  . 
■ .'  1  ■■  o  Emil  Lud’  ... 

i  '  I  «:•  the  ;■  MiLr^i  ivad<  ■  > 

•  n  1  r»Ui(..nt  b-' \i4?^id  ...  Jfyi;  ; 

•  1  1.  i  s.  t  .  . 


....  ..  ...B  l&isjb.*'  fStJtftJjj 

.  ,  :  .,:e  Wor !  and  will  of  God  .-.  • 

o.  :tr:- ■■■  7~r :,aj'  &*#•■?■*: 77  !:~e  ■  -•  - 

'  ■•  '  1/  •  •  •  life,  ■;  „  v'Sf  ■ 

- 

!  -  ■  '  -  '  ;f1’  ■  •■..  •  -  :.vt.  U-.-.V  i.y,  i  ;P  W,-1V ,  ,u 

,  .  o  •.  ■  'j.v.lc-  •  *j .!  s’  en-  ?.  ..'  ......  ,,  .. 

*r  -  drv  H  ■  {K>s  ’  «i  ‘.4;"v;\  ;* 

■ 

.  .  V.;-  ;  ;• : ; :  v  l  :  ;  i  ,  ,  ■  •  -  .«»  i,  ,  :  • .  *\J 


Cable  Address 
Lime,  Philadelphia 


SEC14  19R 


0llP  E.  HOWARD^  President  •** 


0.  V.  3 


%  Simii.iy  Srfjwl  (Time 

HEID  BUILDING 

323-327  NORTH  THIRTEENTH  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

CHARLES  G.  TRUMBULL.  Editor 


December  15,  1935. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  New  York. 

My  dear  Rob: 

Phil  and  I  were  deeply  interested  in  your  letter  of  December  1. 

We  knew,  of  course,  that  you  would  be  in  entire  disagreement  with  our 
sincere  criticisms  of  your  position  and  teaching,  but  we  were  not  prepared 
to  have  you  say  that  our  "insinuations  are  unworthy,"  and  that  we  are  not 
acting  "in  accord  ...  with  honor."  Do  you  really  mean  that  you  believe 
the  Times  position,  or  my  own,  is  dishonorable?  I  hope  with  all  my  heart 
you  do  not  mean  this.  Perhaps,  when  you  spoke  of  believing  that  "editors" 
act  dishonorably,  you  were  referring  to  other  editors  than  those  of  The 
Sunday  School  Times.  I  hope  so.  But  I  cannot  but  ask,  my  dear  old  friend, 
that  you  withdraw  your  statement  about  "honor"  and  ask  me  to  strike  it  out 
of  your  letter. 

We  have  never  intimated  in  the  remotest  way  that  your  own  posi¬ 
tion  was  lacking  in  honor,  or  conscientiousness,  or  sincerity,  I  feel 
toward  you  as  I  wish  you  might  be  willing  to  say  you  feel  toward  me:  that, 
while  I  disagree  completely  with  some  of  your  basic  positions  and  convictions, 
nevertheless  I  believe  you  hold  those  convictions  and  positions  in  all 
sincerity,  and,  holding  them  as  you  do,  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  follow  any 
other  course  than  that  which  you  are  following. 

Can  you  not  say  that  to  me?  Because  I  hold  the  convictions  that 
I  do,  in  sincerity,  can  you  not  say  that  you  believe  I  can  not  do  otherwise 
than  that  which  I  have  done? 

In  other  words,  while  we  disagree  completely  as  to  certain 
foundation  facts  or  premises,  I  have  been  hoping  that  we  could  disagree 


with  mutual  respect,  and  with  assurance  to  each  other  of  the  sincerity 
and  conscientiousness  of  the  other.  I  have  this  attitude  toward  you; 
will  you  not  tell  me  that  you  have  it  toward  me?  If  you  will  tell  me 
of  any  statement  in  our  recent  editorial  or  any  earlier  eaitorial  that 
you  believe  is  "unworthy  and  unjust"  either  in  what  it  says  directly  or 
in  its  "insinuations,"  I  shall  be  grateful,  for  we  have  not  intended  to  be 
unworthy  or  unjust,  but  only  to  draw  inescapable  conclusions  from  certain 


obvious  facts. 


I  do  hope  you  will  write  me  again,  in  a  different  way. 


Your  old  friend, 


COPY. 


December  20,  1935 

Mr.  Charles  G.  Trumbull 
Sunday  School  Times 
323  N.  13th  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

My  dear  Charley: 

Your  letter  of  December  13  has  been  received.  There  will 
be  no  controversy  between  us.  It  requires  two  to  make  a  controversy, 
and  I  will  not  be  one  of  them,  either  in  public  or  in  private.  I  shall 
not  answer  your  editorial  or  the  attacks  of  Dr,  Machen  in  "Christianity 
Today."  As  I  wrote  you,  I  do  not  believe  these  attacks  are  either 
honorable  or  Christian,  and  they  have  given  me  not  the  least  concern 
for  myself,  I  only  grieve  for  you  and  him  and  for  the  harm  which  I 
believe  you  are  doing  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  work  of  foreign 
missions. 


1  sha11  answer»  however,  your  letter  of  December  13  because 
oT  the  love  that  we  have  for  one  another,  and  will  ever  have,  and  because 
I  think  your  error  is  in  part  just  the  error  against  which  your  father 
bore  some  of  his  strongest  witness.  Of  course  I  believe  that  vou  are 
absolutely  conscientious  and  sincere.  But  men  may  be  conscientious  and 
sincere  and  at  the  same  time  wrong.  Paul  believed  that  he  "ought  to  do 
many  things  contrary  to  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth."  And  on  the  best 
of  conscience  and  in  full  sincerity  he  was  a  persecuter  and  an  accomplice 
in  murder.  Our  Lord  told  his  disciples  that  they  would  be  put  out  of 
the  synagogues  and  be  killed  by  men  who  thought  they  were  offering  service 

t0  2wd  SO*  0ne  of  your  father's  most  remarkable  addresses 

on  Moral  Color  Blindness"  had  to  do  with  this  veiy  fallacy  -  that  men 
are  justified  in  any  course  of  action,  if  only  they  are  conscientious 
and  sincere.  If  you  ask  "Must  not  a  man  follow  his  conscience?"  the 

answer  is  "Yes,  if  it  is  right,  but  if  his  conscience  is  wrong,  he’muct 
hange  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  of  course,  as  your  father  held, 

this  use  of  the  word  "conscience"  is  careless  and  unsound.  But  using 
it  so,  as  equivalent  to  one's  sincere  moral  judgment,  the  true  principle 
is  that  one  is  justified  not  by  the  sincerity  but  by  the  ethical  righteous- 

th^t  mni  lit®  JUdgm®n*\  0f  course  you  are  sincere  and  conscientious,  and 
n^e  t?agi/0Ur  mlStakea’  and  esPeciaHy  intolerance,  idHbdHu#  only  tte 


,  ,  ,  .  Furtaermgre,  a  man  is  responsible  to  his  own  conscience  for* 

what  he  is  and  does  as/himself,  but  not  as  to  others.  He  has  no  right 

to  judge  them  or  their  thoughts  or  deeds  according  to  his  339*  conscience 

science®11  °TfCT  °r,crlti?jse  because  they  do  not  confoSVo  his  co“’ 
science.  If  I  believe  it  wrong  to  drink,  I  must  refrain  from  drink  But 

I  have  no  right  to  judge,  atm  less  in  open  denunciation  in  paper  ir 
pulpit  which  I  control  and  where  he  cannot  at  the  same  moment?a£d  to  the 
same  people  make  reply,  another  man  who  thinks  it  is  right  for  him  to  drink 
A  man  has  a  right  and  duty  according  to  his  conscience  to  =.+<,+0  rink- 

victions  as  to  truth  he  holds  which  he  thinks  other  people* should  hoi d°n 
But  he  has  no  right  as  a  Christian  to  judge  those  who  differ  from  him  or 
to  declare  them  to  be  unfaithful  and  un  trustworthy!^ cause  he  disapproves 
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of  their  opinions  or  beliefs.  All  the  more  should  he  be  careful  and 
restrained  when  he  is  told  that  he  does  not  understand  or  that  he  mis¬ 
represents  their  position.  And,  especially,  Christian  men  are  bidden  by 
their  own  Master  not  to  be  judges.  And  Paul  adds  his  powerful  warning 
in  this  very  matter  of  the  place  of  conscience.  (Romans  14:3-15;  I  Cor. 

4;  3-5;  Compare  James  4:11). 

There  is  a  very  pertinent  passage  in  Dr»  Charles  Hodge*  s  History  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  which  he  is  speaking  of  the  schism  in  the  church 
in  1751,  due  to  the  personality  of  Gilbert  Tennent,  whoch  was  not  unlike 
personalities  of  later  days*  "The  censorious  spirit,  which  so  extensively 
prevailed  at  this  period,  was  another  of  those  fountains  of  bitter  waters, 

which  destroyed  the  health  and  vigor  of  the  church . It  was  this,  more 

thah  anything  else,  that  produced  that  conflagration  in  which  the  graces, 
the  peace  and  union  of  the  church  were  consumed....  If  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness  ,  goodness, 
faith,  meekness,  then  may  we  be  sure  that  a  proud,  arrogant,  denunciatory, 
self-confident,  and  self-righteous  spirit  is  not  of  God;  and  that  any  work 
which  claims  to  be  a  revival  of  religion,  and  is  characterized  by  such  a 
spirit,  is  so  far  spurious  and  fanatical.  All  attempts  to  account  for, 
or  excuse  such  a  temper  on  the  ground  of  uncommon  manifestations,  or  un¬ 
common  hatred  of  sin,  or  extraordinary  zeal  for  holiness  and  the  salvation 
of  souls,  (or  one  may  add,  special  fidelity  to  sound  doctrine)  are  but 

apologies  for  sin . The  more  we  know  of  sin,  of  our  own  hearts,  and  of 

Jesus  Christ,  the  more  shall  we  be  forbearing,  forgiving,  and  lamb-like, 
in  our  disposition  and  conduct."  Dr#  Hodge  then  proceeds  to  speak  of 
"the  disregard  shown  to  the  common  rules  of  ecclesiastical  order,"  that  is, 
making  no  effort  to  deal  with  gtaarah  men  according  to  church  law  and  order 
but  denouncing  them  and  trying  to  break  down  their  influence. 

While  quoting  Dr.  Hodge  it  may  be  well  to  send  you  also  another  state¬ 
ment,  which  I  enclose,  from  the  end  of  his  book  in  which  he  sets  forth  the 
true  principles  of  obedience  and  freedom  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
the  lawlessness  of  proceedings  such  as  we  are  witnessing  today. 

As  to  my  use  of  the  word  "honor"  ,  I  must  stand  on  it.  Please  look 
in  a  good  dictionary  and  see  the  definitions  given  there.  It  is  not 
honorable  in  my  view  to  foment  distrust  in  Christian  agencies  and  Christian 
men  with  whom  one  disagrees  in  opinion.  It  is  not  honorable  to  imply  as 
you  have  done  more  than  once  in  the  paper  that  our  Board  is  not  ethically 
faithful  or  trustworthy,  and  that  Fundamentalists  have  a  sounder  financial 
loyalty  than  other  Christians.  It  is  not  honorable  to  make  representations 
such  as  you  make  in  your  editorial  which  are  not  true,  even  though  you  are 
sincere  in  making  them.  I  have  counted  at  least  twelve  such  statements. 

It  is  not  honorable  to  represent  as  tn trustworthy  or  as  unfaithful  to  the 
Scriptures  men  who  hold  views  which  are  explicitly  taught  there,  though 
you  may  not  think  so,  as,  for  example,  in  the  matter  of  the  New  Testament 
teaching  itself  regarding  the  relation  of  the  New  Dispensation  to  the  Old. 
(See  Hebrews,  Romans,  Galatians,  Sermon  on  the  Mount).  It  is  not  honor¬ 
able  to  praise  for  their  fidelity  men  who  are  breaking  their  ordination 
vows  in  repudiating  the  Constitution  of  their  churoh.  It  is  not  honorable 
to  attach  and  deny  the  evangelical  fidelity  of  our  Board  and  of  our  General 
Assembly.  It  is  not  honorable  because  it  is  not  true.  You  are  entitled, 
if  you  must  to  say  that  your  views  and  mine,  or  your  views  and  our  Board* s, 
or  your  views  and  our  General  Assembly’s  are  at  variance.  But  it  is  not 
honorable  to  report  this  variance  as  synonymous  with  an  infallible  fidelity- 
on  your  part  and  a  theological  and  mo-  al  untrustworthiness  on  the  part  of 
those  with  whom  you  differ. 
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Please  notice  that  I  have  not  used  the  word  "honest."  That  raised 
other  issues.  For  example  -  some  years  ago  Dr#  Kennedy  in  the  Presbyterian 
printed  a  false  statement  about  my  son  Elliott.  He  knew  that  it  would  be 
an  injurious  statement,  but  he  had  taken  no  pains  to  verify  it.  When  his 
attention  was  called  to  it  he  declined  to  correct  it  saying  that  if  it  was 
not  true  it  was  open  to  Elliott  to  undertake  to  contradict  it.  This  is 
dishonesty,  despicable  dishonesty.  But  I  have  not  used  the  word  in  our 
correspondence,  though  I  think  under  the  definition  of  it  which  you  will 
find  in  the  dictionary  there  are  statements  in  your  editorial  which  are 
not  honest  because  they  are  not  true,  and  because  the  Christian  spirit  as 
it  is  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament  does  not  sanction  them.  Of  course 
you  believe  them  to  be  true,  but  that  does  not  make  them  true. 

But  you  may  ask,  as  you  do,  "Because  I  hold  the  convictions  that  I 
do,  in  sincerity,  can  you  not  say  that  you  believe  I  cannot  do  otherwise 
than  that  which  I  have  done?"  No,  I  cannot  say  this.  I  hold  some  con¬ 
victions,  in  sincerity,  about  the  course  which  the  Sunday  School  Times 
and  Christianity  Today  are  pursuing.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  I  would 
be  doing  what  is  right  and  Christian  in  attacking  the  editors  of  these 
papers,  charging  them  in  public  print  and  address  with  being  unfaithful  to 
the  Scriptures  and  to  historic,  evangelical  Christianity  and  to  the  mind 
of  Christ,  and  fostering  distrust  of  them,  and  seeking  to  impair  their 
influence.  I  think  that  true  Christian  charity  and  kindness  and  tolerance 
and  the  real  interests  of  evangelical  religion  call  for  a  different  course. 

As  to  whether  "The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ"  is  faithfully  conserva¬ 
tive  or  unfaithfully  modernist,  I  think  some  of  the  Modernists  are  probably 
better  judges  than  you.  The  Christian  Century  said  of  it: 

"It  may  be  considered  as  an  extended  answer,  specifically  to 
the  Laymen’s  report  and,  in  general,  to  the  whole  modernistic 
view  of  missions  and  of  Christianity  and  to  any  view  or  program 
which  is  not  definitely  anti-modernistic.  It  may  stand  for  some 
years  as  the  classic  and  most  complete  statement  of  the  point  of 
view  which  it  represents  -  that  Christianity  and  paganism  in  all 
its  forms  present  an  absolute  an thi thesis." 

The  Congregationalist  said: 

"A  real  challenge  to  modern  religious  liberalism,  is  found  in  the 
utterly  uncompromising  volume  by  Dr*  Speer.... The  ground,  the  nature, 
and  the  sweeping  significance  of  Dr.  Speer's  challenge  to  much  in 
modernistic  and  prevalent  conceptions  of  Christianity  can  be  readily 
suggested  by  a  brief  paragraph  in  the  preface.  ’To  us,’  writes 
Dr-  Speer,  ’Jesus  Christ  did  not  come  to  found  a  religion.  He  came 
-  to  be  the  Life  and  Light  and  Lord  of  man.*" 

And  Principal  Garvie  in  his  review  in  the  International  Keview  of 
Missions  said  that  its  theological  standpoint  "is  the  conservative 
Presbyterian  orthodoxy  of  half  a  century  ago  ....  Dr*  Speer  ignores  or 
challenges  all  that  modern  scholarship  and  insight  within  the  last  half 
century  has  contributed  to  the,  to  me,  inevitable  modification  of  this 
orthodoxy,  which  without  justification  he  identifies  with  the  original, 
authentic  Christian  faith." 
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December  20,1953 


...  ^  JT| 


Let  us  go  beyond  all  these  matters,  however.  You  will  recall  that 
Charles  Spurgeon  broke  with  the  Evangelical  Union  of  London  and  also  with 
the  Baptist  Union  on  some  such  grounds  as  you  believe  you  are  standing  on. 
But  the  affection  shown  toward  him  during  his  last  illness,  from  men  in  all 
walks  in  life,  modified  his  position  and  so  deeply  touched  his  heart  as  to 
lead  him  to  make  the  following  statement: 


It?  O': 


’’During  the  past  year  I  have  been  made  to  see  that  there  is  more 
love  and  unity  among  God*s  people  then  is  generally  believed.  I  feel 
myself  a  debtor  to  all  Godfs  people  upon  earth.  We  mistake  our  di¬ 
vergencies  of  judgment  for  differences  of  heart,  but  they  are  far 
from  being  the  same  thing.  In  these  days  of  infidel  criticism,  be¬ 
lievers  of  all  sorts  will  be  driven  into  sincere  unity.” 


;  .1 . 


he.  Sunday  School  'i '  me 
last  Spring  sn  .  n 

,  ,  ...  _ »••••  M- • 

This  is  a  good  word  for  us  who  are  at  one  on  the  great  central 

convictions  and  who  stand  on  the  Word  of  God  and  on  the  Hock  of  Christ. 

Now,  this  is  the  end  of  our  controversy.  But  it  is  not,  as  nothing  can 
ever  be,  the  end  of  our  friendship  and  love.  For  love  is  indestructible. 

With  abiding  affection  for  you  and  Phil  and  all  the  dear  family  - 
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Ever  your  loving  friend, 
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Bu  Rev.  John  R .  Mulder ,  Z>.Z>. 


jf,  Speer  and  Tolerance 

A  recent  issue  of  The  Sunday  School  Times  carries  an  art- 
|e  criticizing  Dr.  R.  E.  Speer,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
>reign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  ground  for 
ie  criticism  is,  quite  largely,  the  kind  of  material  and  the  refer¬ 
ees  Dr.  Speer  included  in  his  latest  book,  The  Finality  of  Jesus, 
lie  editor  of  The  Sunday  School  Times  states  frankly  that  Dr. 
jeer  holds  to  the  cardinal  evangelical  positions,  emphasizing  es- 
icially  his  personal  allegiance  to  the  belief  in  the  deity  of  Jesus, 
iceptance  of  this  doctrine  of  the  Christian  Church  carries  with 
it  seems  to  me,  implicit  acceptance  of  other  great  Christian 
btrines  like  the  Trinity,  the  Incarnation,  and  the  Virgin  Birth, 
irtainly  one  who  holds  such  doctrines  cannot  be  accounted  a 
ieral,  inasmuch  as  these  doctrines  make  far  too  much  allow- 
ce  for  the  intervention  of  the  Supernatural  to  suit  a  typical 
Ieral.  One  who  cherishes  these  doctrines  mentioned  as  the 
ep  convictions  of  his  soul  must  be  reckoned  with  the  orthodox, 
angelical  wing  of  Christendom. 

Now,  anyone  who  reads  at  all,  is  quite  familiar  with  the 
nditions  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  We  know  there  are  saints 
God,  choice  souls,  to  be  found  in  any  numbers  in  this  great 
inch  of  the  Protestant  Church;  we  must  confess,  however,  that 
lis  denomination  counts  among  its  numbers  many  who  want  to 
6  known  as  liberals  who  are  embracing  Kant’s  philosophy  and 
Isold's  theology.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  any  easy  matter  to 
diction  as  Secretary  of  a  Board  so  much  in  the  eye  of  Presby- 
rianism  as  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Were  the  Board 
self  less  important,  Dr.  Speer  would,  by  his  own  person  and 
estige,  make  it  a  Board  which  received  the  attention  of  Pres- 
terians,  and  of  Christians  of  other  denominational  groupings, 
ny  individual,  trying  to  serve  his  church  in  a  function  as  im- 
irtant  and  crucial  as  that  in  which  Dr.  Speer  serves,  cannot 
cape  difficulties  and  problems  inherent  in  the  task  itself.  Such 
oblems  are,  of  course,  made  much  more  acute  because  of  the 
vision  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  matter  of  theology, 
is  is,  at  present,  anything  but  an  easy  duty  to  discharge  ac- 
ptably  to  all  concerned.  It  is  a  known  fact  that  the  liberal 
ng  is  represented  on  the  membership  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
issions;  being  an  evangelical  himself,  it  is  quite  conceivable 
at  Ur.  Speer  finds  it  difficult  enough,  at  times,  to  keep  the 
lard  a  united  organ  for  the  denomination.  No  doubt  the  Lib- 
als  would  be  glad  to  substitute  one  of  their  own  number  for 
1  '^peer,  and  it  may  be  that  considerable  criticism  is  leveled  at 
ffl  because  of  his  conservatism  theologically. 

Gut,  instead  of  enheartening  an  evangelical  and  encouraging 
»  in  his  convictions  and  positions,  The  Sunday  School  Times 
eaks  against  Dr.  Speer,  and  finds  fault  with  him  because  his 
ok  carries  too  many  references  to  Harnack,  and  to  quotations 

his  works!  Doesn’t  the  conservative  wing  of  the  Christian 
“urch  want  its  leaders  to  be  scholars?  Don’t  we  owe  Harnack 
lythmg,  and  isn’t  there  anything  that  he  gave  the  world  that 
emay  use?  Is  it  one  of  the  essentials  of  piety  that  we  should 
fk  uP°n  everybody  else  with  scepticism?  And,  even  if  we 
rw  that  another  is  not  in  thorough  accord  with  our  positions, 
ay  we  n°t  take  from  him  what  we  can  use  ?  Have  the  critics 
nsidered  that  Harnack’s  studies  have  struck  the  death-blow  to 
*e  positions  of  the  Tubingen  School  of  Criticism  ?  Being  a  con- 
dative,  Dr.  Speer  used  the  findings  of  Harnack  to  establish 
le  evangelical  positions;  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more 
Wincing  apologetic  than  the  admissions  of  the  enemies  of  con- 
d'aDsm  in  theology.  Instead  of  being  inclined  to  criticize, 

I  we  not  rather  be  thankful  that  one  of  our  fellow-evangel- 
C  has  had  courage  enough  to  wrest  these  admissions  for  the 
servative  interpretation  from  a  liberal?  Criticism  leveled  at 


Dr.  Speer  for  this  procedure  does  not  look  like  “the  wounds  of  a 
friend”;  it  looks  more  like  the  animosity  of  an  enemy. 

Perhaps  Dr.  Speer  has  not  been  all  that  conservatives  would 
have  liked  to  have  him  be  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  but — he  has  at  least  continued  to  be  a  Christian  gen¬ 
tleman.  Now,  in  this  book,  he  has  spoken  his  own  mind,  un¬ 
trammeled  by  any  official  connections,  and  he  has  shown  himself 
to  be  an  evangelical,  scholarly  in  his  efforts  to  maintain  the 
evangelical  positions,  able  to  utilize  the  material  of  even  such 
an  one  as  Adolph  Harnack  as  he  fortifies  the  positions  of  the 
orthodox  Christianity. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  attack  of  The  Sunday  School  Times 
is  similar  to  the  criticism  Dr.  Machen  offered  last  Spring  in  his 
brochure  Modernism  and  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Dr. 
Machen  may  even,  by  that  utterance,  have  suggested  to  The  Sun¬ 
day  School  Times  the  line  of  attack  it  took.  Both  seem  to  me, 
however,  to  be  most  unfortunate  and  unhappy.  Perhaps  Dr.  Speer 
did  not  indicate  that  Harnack  was  a  rationalist  and  an  enemy  of 
conservatism,  but  does  one,  when  speaking  about  a  mule,  always 
need  to  say  that  a  mule  is  an  animal  with  long  ears?  Anyone 
at  all  conversant  with  the  literature  to  which  Dr.  Speer  refers 
knows  who  Harnack  is,  and  what  is  his  place  among  the  schol¬ 
ars  in  Biblical  criticism. 

Would  we  not  all  do  well  to  remind  ourselves  of  the  position 
taken  by  the  Reformer  whose  name  both  Presbyterians  and  Re¬ 
formed  revere?  John  Calvin  was  ready  enough  to  utilize  any¬ 
thing  valuable,  regardless  of  by  whom  it  was  presented  to  the 
world.  He  even  urged  men  to  respect  the  mundane  sciences,  and 
asserted  that  even  heathen  might  be  instruments  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  the  enrichment  of  the  world  through  insights  and  ap¬ 
preciations  not  given  to  the  children  of  light.  Calvin  was  will¬ 
ing  to  use  an  insight  of  a  heathen;  shall  Calvinists  then  hesitate 
to  use  the  findings  of  one  who,  while  he  came  to  different  con¬ 
clusions,  worked  in  the  field  of  Biblical  interpretation? 

One  sometimes  begins  to  wonder  exactly  what  it  means  to 
be  an  evangelical.  In  Chicago  I  was  viewed  with  suspicion  by 
the  Fundamentalists  because  I  did  not  believe  that  Fundamental¬ 
ism  means  Pre-millenarianism!  And  now  the  lines  are  being  so 
closely  drawn  that  some  of  us  are  beginning  to  wonder  just  how 
much  latitude  is  included  in  the  positions  of  the  evangelicals. 
Elijah  was  surprised  to  be  told  how  many  in  Israel  had  not  bent 
their  knees  to  Baal;  I  believe  there  are  more  conservatives  than 
the  militant  representatives  of  that  wing  would  lead  one  to 
think.  We  owe  it  to  one  another  to  support  each  other  in  our 
expressions  of  the  evangelical  faith,  rather  than  to  remove  the 
very  supprt  our  evangelical  friends  have  a  right  to  expect  from 
us.  To  do  the  latter  is  not  to  help  the  conservative  positions, 
and  to  strengthen  the  conservative  lines;  it  is  to  allow  the  lib¬ 
eral  to  come  to  occupy  our  trenches,  while  we  dispute  with  some 
brother  who  was  set  with  us  to  hold  a  given  sector  of  the  whole 
evangelical  line. 

Perhaps  we  are  approaching  the  time  when  the  Christian 
churches  will  again  write  some  creeds.  Historically  the  periods 
during  which  creeds  were  written  were  times  of  suspicion,  re¬ 
crimination,  and  misunderstanding.  Sometimes  things  were  said 
which  seem,  in  the  light  of  an  objective  judgment  of  later  cen¬ 
turies,  to  have  been  more  than  unkind.  Later  generations  are, 
of  course,  thankful  for  the  creeds  they  receive  as  heritages  of 
ancestral  faith,  but  the  fathers  usually  paid  for  their  creeds  in 
terms  of  lost  fellowships,  in  terms  of  inability  to  understand 
the  positions  of  others,  in  terms  of  limitations  of  their  faith  and 
their  thought,  limitations  which  were  occasioned  by  their  enthusi¬ 
astic  advocacy  of  the  system  they  held  dear.  The  Council  at 
Jerusalem  might  have  written  itself  in  such  terms  also  had 
there  not  been  present  someone  to  see  the  possible  synthesis  of 
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Collecting  Church  Dividends 

By  Rev.  Jas.  A.  Stegeman 

THE  constant  plea  of  the  church  has  been  for  more  support. 

ive  us  your  money,  your  prayers,  and  your  loyalty!” 
n  ,  generally  speaking,  the  response  has  been  good. 

thp  T16  TtlV/  Vlat  haS  been  stressed  is  the  immediate  one,  i.  e 

and  ,UPP°r  i  °f  the  l0Cal  Chui'ch  and  the  cause  of  Christ.  Now 
«c  lam  tbe  a.Ppeal  has  been  ^de  to  a  so-called  selfish  motive. 
Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  for  thou  shalt  find  it  after 

investment'  ^  W°r,dS’  “Y°Ur  support  of  the  church  is  an 

nvestment,  paying  you  valuable  dividends.” 

Now  my  purpose  is  not  to  criticize  such  an  appeal.  Within 

leTverv  ^  maUy  people  there  are  who  col- 

InouJh  tn  '  e  +T  investment.  They  do  not  come  often 

enough  to  get  their  money’s  worth.” 

1S  baJd  to  conceive  of  a  man  investing  in  stocks  and  bonds 

nit  wT  -11°^  C0ll6Ct  the  dividends‘  Yet  we  do  have  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  support  the  church,  and  then  never  come  near  to 

recede  what  the  church  has  to  offer.  We  have  a  class  of  peo- 

olrt  oT  y  u  C',UrCh  begins  and  ends  With  fl"«neial  sup- 
P  t.  Others  we  have,  who  seemingly  are  content  to  get  as  little 

s  possible.  They  attend  services  once  on  Sunday,  or  once  in 
two  Sundays.  Beyond  that  they  are  not  interested.  Their  church 
is  Paying  dividends  but  they  are  not  there  to  collect  them  regu¬ 
ar  y  Then,  too,  we  have  some  who  are  content  merely  with  the 

“  SeTe\rh°  mISS  °Ut  °n  What  the  church  organizations 
have  to  offer— the  prayer  meeting,  the  adult  class,  the  men’s 
class,  the  women’s  class,  the  brotherhood,  the  ladies  aid,  or  what¬ 
ever  the  organization  may  be.  Over  against  these,  we  have  a 
group  who  “are  always  there”— in  church,  in  Sunday  school,  in 
every  worthwhile  meeting.  Such  are  not  only  real  supporters  of 
the  church,  but  they  are  receiving  the  inspiration,  the  instruction, 
the  guidance,  the  uplift,  the  fellowship— the  dividends  which  the 
church  has  to  offer. 

My  plea  is  not,  “Put  more  into  the  church”  but  “Get  more 
out  of  the  church”.  Our  churches,  imperfect  tho  they  be  are 
dispensers  of  blessings.  But  how  are  we  to  receive  unless  we 
are  there  when  the  blessings  are  dispensed?  An  hour  of  loafing 
or  of  secular  reading,  or  of  neighborhood  visiting,  or  of  listen¬ 
ing  to  a  jazzy  radio  program  will  never  recompense  for  what  we 
might  have  received  in  the  house  of  God. 

Thomas  is  often  pointed  out  as  an  illustration.  He  was  ab¬ 
sent  on  the  evening  of  the  first  Easter  Sunday.  The  risen  Lord 
appeared  and  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  disciples.  Their  hearts 
were  filled  with  joy  and  great  gladness.  After  the  meeting  they 
tried  to  tell  Thomas  the  good  news.  But  he  was  obstinate.  He 
would  not  believe.  As  a  result  he  spent  another  week  in  dark- 
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The  application  is  apparent.  The  reason  why  some  rw,  , 
get  little  out  of  the  church  is  because,  like  Thomas,  they  are  P)6 
sent,  and  therefore  miss  the  blessing.  It  is  hard  to  understaS 
They  invest  m  the  church  and  then  fail  to  collect  the  divide? 

bhls  1S  the  P°mt-  If  ^e  church  isn’t  profiting  you  S' 
the  church,  or  is  it  you  ?  e  y  ’  ls  it 

Muskegon  Heights,  Mich. 


Prohibition 


THE  SAVIOUR  INDEED 
By  Rev.  H.  Van  der  Ploeg 
List  to  the  glad  tidings  ye  children  of  God, 

The  Savior  has  come  who  your  pathway  has  trod, 
Who  died  on  the  cross,  who  arose  from  the  grave, 
Who  is  living  forever, — can  perfectly  save. 

He  always  is  with  you,  you  are  never  alone, 

He  is  guiding  your  life  from  his  heavenly  throne; 

He  is  full  of  compassion  and  ever  the  same, 

His  eye  is  upon  you,  Redeemer  his  name. 

Having  purchased  your  pardon  He  cleanses  from  sin 
By  renewing  your  heart  by  his  spirit  within; 

His  love  knows  no  limit,  and  endless  his  power; 

•unoq  qo-eo  pun  Xnp  ipea  ‘Xjinj  unq  qsmt  }snp 

He  intercedes  e’er  at  the  throne  of  God’s  grace, 

For  those  who  through  him  seek  God’s  reconciled’  face; 
He  knows  our  temptations,  helps  just  when  in  need, 
He  saves  to  the  utmost,  is  Savior  indeed. 


REGARDLESS  of  the  fact  that  the  prohibition  of  the  liquor 
traffic  now  stands  repealed,  that  the  wet  forces  have  tri 
umphed,  and  that  the  liquor  business  is  fastening  itsJ 
upon  our  nation  with  a  firmer  grip  than  ever  before,  the  cause 
itself  is  not  lost.  It  cannot  be  lost.  It  is  the  Lord’s.  The  whole 
iquor  business  is  God’s  enemy.  The  kings  of  the  earth  set  them 
Ives,  and  the  rulers  take  council  together  against  the  Lord 
nd  against  his  annointed,  saying,  Let  us  break  their  bands  asun’ 
der,  and  cast  away  their  cords  from  us.  He  that  sitteth  in  the 
eavens  shall  laugh:  the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision.  Then 
shall  he  speak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them  in  his  sore 
displeasure.’  (Ps.  2:2-5) 

.“?od  haf  promised  when  sin  first  entered  into  this  world 
that  the  seed  of  the  woman  shall  bruise  the  serpent’s  head.  Godl 
as  never  yet  revoked  that  promise.  It  still  stands  today  But! 
this  promise  of  triumph  will  not  be  fulfilled  unless  one  condition! 
be  complied  with  and  that  is  the  seed  of  the  woman  must  be 
fully  aroused  by  the  enmity  that  God  has  placed  there.  Godl 
said,  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  this  woman,  and  be-| 
tween  thy  seed  and  her  seed.’  (Gen.  3:15)  There  must  be  enniitj 
and  only  enmity  against  evil  in  any  and  every  shape  or  form  or  I 
manner,  and  particularly  against  the  liquor  business.  There  must! 
be  the  enmity  that  teaches  us  to  hate  it.  There  must  be  the  | 
enmity  that  engages  in  ceaseless  warfare,  an  enmity  in  which! 

e  warrior  does  not  relent  till  his  enemy  is  utterly  destroyed  orl 
he  himself  is  destroyed  in  the  fight. 

Yhe  inspired  Psalmist  says,  ‘I  hate  every  false  way;’  (Ps.l 
119:104)  and  again,  ‘I  hate  and  abhor  lying;’  (Ps.  119:163)  and! 
again,  Ye  that  love  the  Lord  hate  evil.’  (Ps.  97:10)  Yes,  hate* 
it  with  an  implacable,  uncompromising  hatred.  Hate  it  with  a| 
hatred  that  neither  asks  nor  gives  any  quarters.  Hate  this  prop-| 
aganda  against  prohibition  in  the  newspapers  and  periodicals  of! 
our  land,  carried  on  by  a  handful  of  unscrupulous  millionaires! 
for  its  utter  abandon  of  all  truth  and  honor.  Hate  this  whole! 
liquor  business  for  its  preposterous  lies.  Hate  it  for  its  deter! 
mined  lying  against  better  knowledge.  Hate  it  for  its  lying  with! 
the  sole  intent  to  receive.  Hate  it  for  its  insatiable  greed  and! 
avarice.  Hate  it  for  its  contemptuous  arrogance  and  pride.! 
Hate  it  for  its  insubordination  and  utter  disregard  of  law.  Hate! 
it  for  its  moral  degradation  and  its  spiritual  blight.  Hate  it  for! 
the  countless  evils  that  trail  behind  in  its  wake,  poverty,  sor-l 
row,  despair,  heartless  cruelty,  monstrous  injustice,  blasted  hopes! 
broken  homes,  distracted  wives,  despairing  mothers,  and  wretch! 
ed  little  children.  Hate  it  for  the  houses  of  prostitution  it  fos-l 
ters  and  the  pure  young  lives  it  debauches.  Hate  it,  hate  it,  and! 
only  hate  it  with  the  perfect  hatred  of  the  Lord  for  the  eternal! 
ruin  it  brings  upon  the  immortal  soul  that  God  has  created  in! 
His  own  image  and  for  which  He  sent  His  only  begotten  Son! 
into  the  world  to  suffer  and  to  die. 

“Let  the  seed  of  the  woman  be  thoroughly  aroused  by  the! 
enmity  that  God  has  established,  let  the  seed  of  the  woman  be! 
incited  by  the  hatred  of  God  for  all  that  which  is  evil  and  then! 
and  then  only  shall  the  promise  be  fulfilled  and  the  seed  of  the! 
woman  shall  rise  up  in  the  strength  of  Him  who  made  the  prom-l 
ise  and  bruise  the  serpent’s  head.” 
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Second  Advent  Sunday,  December  10th,  1933. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer 


hot  until  last  evening  did  I  see  that  issue  of 
xhe  Sunday  School  Times"  containing  the  attack  upon  you  and  your 
book  "The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ",  which  you  were  kind  enough  to 
discuss  with  me,  when  you  were  wifch  us  a  year  ago.  I  am  so  incensed 


by  this  attack,  that  I  can  not  refrain  from  writing  to  you  to  give 
vent  to  my  indignation,  tho  I  can  not  do  anything  about  it.  Of  course 

i 

those,  who  know  Trumbull  and  who  know  you  will  not  be  influenced  by  it, 
but  I  fear  it  may  do  some  harm  in  some  quarters.  If  Trumbull  had  lived 
in  the  loth  century  he  certainly  would  have  been  a  Dominican  * 

Inquisitor!  The  way  he  goes  around  with  a  microscope  trying  to  ±x xslslxx 


discover  heresy  in  everything,  which  he  or  his  confreres  has  not 


written,  excites  me.  I  do  not  know  how  widely  "The  Sunday  School 
Times"  circulates  among  Presbyterians,  but  I  sincerely  hope  the 
unjustifiable  attack  may  not  divert  any  contributions  from  your  Board 
TVef  who  know  you,  know  your  unflinching  loyalty  to  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and,  thank  God!,  He  knows  it  too,  and  I  am  sure 
His  blessing  will  continue  to  rest  upon  you,  and  there  are  unknown 

thousands,  who  bless  you  for  the  spiritual  strengthening  you  have 
given  to  them. 


My  wife  joins  me  in  cordial  greetings  to  you  and  Mrs. 
Speer,  and  we  wish  you  every  blessing  in  the  approaching  Christmastide. 
and  may  you  have  a  glad  entrance  into  the  Hew  Year,  and  may  our  dear 
Lord  grant  you  health  and  strength  for  many  more  years  of  blessed 
activity  in  His  service! 


Faithfully  yours, 


IP.  1  Ziu 


g.  S.  9**°*iC 
^OV  26L  1333 

&ns - - 


THE  ELLIS  SERVICE 
SWARTHMORH,  PA. 

November  28,  1933. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Robert: 

With  some  additional  Government  signers 
in  the  offing,  we  already  have  twenty -nine  signatures 
to  the  missionary  statement.  If  you  have  any  other  names, 
send  them  along  quickly,  for  I  want  to  close  this  out 
early  next  month. 


What  is  your  thought  about  its  distribution? 

I  may  be  able  to  get  a  summary  of  it  on  the  wires,  through 
the  press  associations,  but  this  will  be  difficult. 

I  have  just  read  Charley  Trumbull^s  criticism 
of  you.  I  think  his  family  ought  to  call  in  a  psychiatrist. 
It  is  sad  for  those  who  knew  thdold  Sunday  School  Times  to 

see  the  present  paper  slowly  dying  like  a  mouse  in  a  vacuum 
glass . 


Faithfully  yours. 
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Memorandum 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK 


From  S.  Franklin  Mack 

To  Dr,  Speer 


January  19,  1934 


-tear  Dr,  Speer; 

1*2  ft  *  '•««  to  Mr. 
former  letter  »hloh  I  gave  to  ™  ?*  1  !hould  11116  to  have  the 

have  a  copy  made  for  yoTif  yQ^  tafi  /  ^  be  glad  to 
now.  •you  Wlsh  but  I  nave  no  copy  for  ngrself 


Sincerely  ymirp. 


SFM:PH 


^  --At  . 


V\J^AJ 


COPY 


Monterey,  California 
January  16th,  1934 


My  dear  Mr.  Trumbull :- 

Your  letter  of  Dec.  14th  in  reply  to  mine  of  Dec.  7th  last  received.  Your  sub-title  "Can 
Buddha  be  Likened  to  Moses?"  was  what  I  had  in  mind  and  the  substitution  of  "Christ" 
for  "Moses"  was  an  error  in  typing.  I  have  never  read  Dr.  Speer1  s  book  and  relied 
wholly  on  your  article  for  quotations  from  it.  You  make  him  to  say  "As  it  is  written 
of  those  first  disciples,  the  fishermen  and  the  tax  collector,  1  Straightway  they  left 
all  and  followed  Him.1  Left  all?  Did  they  le  ve  Moses  and  Isaiah?  Must  the  disciples 
who  go  today  leave  all?  May  they  not  keep  Buddha  and  Confucius  and  Lao-tsze,  as  Peter 
and  John  and  Matthew  kept  Moses  and  Isaiah?  Vnell,  can  they?  Time  will  show."  It 
seems  to  me  that  by  these  last  two  sentences  Dr.  Speer  would  convey  the  idea  that  they 
cannot.  Your  inference  is  quite  to  the  contrary. 

This  is  the  point  that  I  would  make:  Your  opposition  to  doctrinal  views  with  which 
you  differ  leads  you  to  take  an  unfair  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  an  unchristian  attitude 
all  along  the  line.  A  good  illustration  is  found  in  your  editorial  in  the  issue  of 
Dec.  23rd.  entitled  "Is  the  Oxford  Group  Movement  Safe?" 

Take,  for  instance, your  excerpts  from  the  first  chapter  of  "For  Sinners  Only."  The 
author  is  quoting  from  an  article  by  "The  Unknown  Writer,"  a  confessed  but,  let  us 
hope,  a  "changed"  gambler.  And  he  goes  on  to  say:  "Religion  is  betting  your  life 
there  is  a  God . Back  God  and  watch  Him  win  your  Derby." 

This,  you  say,  is  "strange  talk  for  an  avowed  Christian  man.... Is  Christian  faith, 
then,  a  gamble?  There  is  no  hazard,  risk  or  gambling  in  Paul’ s  glorious  statement 
of  quiet,  certain  finality:  'I  know  whom  I  have  believed  and  am  persuaded  that  He  is 
able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto  Him  against  that  day.*" 

Evidently,  this  unknown  writer  had  a  very  different  background  from  that  of  the  Apostle 
Paul.  Even  though  a  changed  man  he  still  expresses  himself  in  the  language  of  a  gambler, 
to  him  his  mother  tongue.  A.  J.  Russell  confesses  himself  a  bora  gambler.  Why  not 
bet  one’ s  life  on  a  sure  thing?  The  language  is  anything  but  elegant  but  when  one 
pins  his  faith  on  that  which  is  certain  he  has  ceased  to  be  a  gambler.  Shall  we  con¬ 
demn  him  as  an  Ephraimite  because  he  does  not  say  shibboleth  as  we  would  pronounce  it? 

The  Oxford  Group  are  trying  to  get  away  from  the  nomenclature  of  orthodox  Christianity. 
The  word  "conversion"  has  fallen  into  disrepute  to  the  extent  that  converts  have  not  been 
actually  converted.  If  they  prefer  to  speak  of  ahnged  lives,  well  and  good.  There  can 
be  no  permanent  change  for  the  better  except  through  Jesus  Christ. 

I  hold  no  brief  for  Buchmanism.  The  impression  I  received  in  attending  the  first  - 
and  to  me  thus  far  the  last  -  meeting  of  this  group  was  summed  up  in  my  remark  to  my 
pastor:  "It  looks  as  though  some  of  our  Episcopal  friends  had  been  converted." 

But  I  have  read,  and  re-read,  "For  Sinners  Only."  From  beginning  to  end,  it  is 
crammed  full  of  instances  of  changed  lives.  Ought  we  not  to  rejoice  in  all  this? 

Yet  in  perusing  your  editorial  "Is  the  Oxford  Group  Movement  Safe,"  I  fail  to  find 
one  single  word  of  commendation. 

The  Apostle  John  reported  to  Jesus  that  he  had  found  one  casting  out  devils  in  His  name 
but  that  he  forbade  him  "because  he  followeth  not  with  us."  The  reply  of  the  Master 
is  illuminating:  "Forbid  him  not;  for  he  that  is  not  against  us,  is  with  us." 
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This  brings  me  to  your  second  criticism:  HIs  it  true  to  the  blood?"  Here  I 
hesitate  to  speak  lest  I  too  shall  be  misunderstood;  it  is  so  easy  to  misunderstand 
those  with  whose  views  one  does  not  sympathize.  Paul  had  been  accustomed  from  his 
youth  up  to  witness  the  actual  shedding  of  blood  in  animal  sacrifice.  Accordingly, 
in  writing  of  our  Saviour’s  death  he  visualizes  His  shed  blood. 

Reverting  to  "For  Sinners  Only,"  I  quote:  "They  were  even  so  arthodox  as  to  believe 
that  everyone,  parson  as  well  as  prodigal,  must  at  some  time  come  to  himself,  must 
experience  the  forgiveness  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  In  short,  the  Cross  was 
central  in  their  teaching.  At  the  Cross  man  reached  a  turning-point  when  he  decided 
to  live  as  God  directed  and  guided  instead  of  according  to  his  own  human  standards" 

(page  20).... "The  woman  speaker  spoke  about  the  Cross  of  Christ,  of  the  sinner  and 
of  the  One  who  has  made  full  satisfaction  for  the  sins  of  the  world.... The  woman’s 
talk  personalized  the  Cross  for  methat  day,  and  suddenly  I  had  a  poignant  vision  of 
the  Crucified."  This  is  from  the  personal  testimony  of  Dr.  Buchman  himself  (page  43). 
Permit  me  one  more  quotation:  "Finally  I  was  faced  by  St.  Paul’s  declaration,  'I 
determined  not  to  know  anything  among  you  save  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified.' 

Then  for  the  first  time  the  significance  of  the  Cross  came  home  to  me,  and  I  made 
my  surrender,"  (page  73). 

As  used  by  the  orthodox  believer  in  this  20th  centure,  do  not  the  blood  and  the 
Cross  alike  speak  of  our  Saviour's  death  and  the  atonement  wrought  out  at  Calvary 
for  the  sins  of  the  world? 

The  editorial  is  said  to  be  but  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles  discussing  the 
Oxford  Group  Movement  but  the  pleasure  with  which  I  would  otherwise  look  forward  to 
them  is  largely  dissipated  by  such  unfair  treatment  and  the  complete  lack  of 
appreciation  displayed  in  the  introductory  article,  as  it  seems  to  me. 

As  to  Paul’s  statement  that  the  law  is  a  "schoolmaster"  to  bring  the  Jews  to  Christ, 

I  would  place  it  in  the  same  category  as  his  teachings  that  women  should  have  their  heads 
covered  and  keep  silent  in  the  churches  and  not  elevate  it  to  a  place  among  the  "doct¬ 
rinal  statements  in  the  New  Testament,  which,  like  the  Incarnate  Word,  are  'the  same 
yesterday,  and  today  and  forever.’" 

By  the  way  it  is  reported  to  me  that  Woodbridge  who  has  been  called  from  a  wonderful 
work  in  the  Cameroun,  leaving  a  place  which  it  will  take  years  to  fill,  to  become 
secretary  of  the  Independent  Board  is  not  only  a  pre-millenarian  in  his  views,  which 
Dr.  Machen  is  not,  but  also  a  Buchmanite.  Can  it  be  possible? 

Finally,  while  I  cannot  agree  with  you  in  the  particulars  herein  enumerated,  I 
trust  that  my  lack  of  sympathy  in  these  matters  will  not  blind  me  to  the  many 
excellent  things  which  from  time  to  time  find  a  place  in  the  columns  of  the  S.  S. 

Times.  This  year's  club  listed  33  subscribers. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  Silas  W.  Mack 
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The  Finality  op  Jesus  Christ 


Great  Book  By  Dr  Robert  Speer 

Dr  Robert  Speer  has  written  a  splendid 
book  entitled  The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ 
which  should  be  read  by  every  missionary 
in  India  and  by  every  Indian  Christian 
leader  who  can  read  the  English  language. 
Published  by  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company 
of  New  York,  London  and  Edinburgh  for 
three  dollars,  this  book  contains  the  Stone 
Lectures  Dr  Speer  delivered  at  Princeton 
and  also  his  Gay  Lectures  (  both  in 
1932-33  ).  Its  nearly  four  hundred  pages 
are  packed  from  end  to  end  with  refer¬ 
ences  fro  n  the  missionary  histories  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  many  lands  that 
make  it  an  invaluable  book  quite  apart 
from  its  enriching  contribution  to  the  main 
theme.  That  theme  is  stated  simply  and 
clearly  by  Dr  Speer  himself  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words  ‘  Is  Jesus  Christ  final,  abso¬ 
lute  and  universal,  or  is  His  value  only 
relative  and  limited?  Is  he  only  man  with 
divinity  not  qualitatively  different  from 
that  to  which  we  aspire  ?  Or  is  He  man 
and  God  in  a  sense  wholly  unique  ?  Are 
we  to  think  of  Him  as  a  great  human 
leader  classified  with  other  great  religious 
teachers  or  as  the  only  personality  of  His 
kind  V  The  conclusion  reached  is  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  unique  and  absolute,  final 
and  cosmic.  That  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
character-pattern  for  all  humanity,  the 
Sadguru  or  Perfect  Teacher  for  all  races, 
does  not  adequately  express  the  full  mean¬ 
ing  of  His  message  and  mission,  and  this 
is  shown  by  the  remarkable  New  Testa¬ 
ment  phrase  in  Christ  ’  which  signifies 
life  as  lived  under  the  inspiration  of  a 
living  union  with  Jesus  Christ.  When  we 
realize  the  full  meaning  of  the  fact  that 
God  Himself  was  in  Christ  reconciling 
the  world  unto  Himself  ’  and  that  when  a 
man  is  in  Christ  he  is  ‘  a  new  creation,’  we 
have  reached  one  important  aspect  of 
finality. 

The  Church's  Greatest  Question 

In  the  words  of  the  late  Dr.  P.  T.  (  not 
J.  as  in  Dr  Speer’s  index  )  Forsyth,  one  of 
the  ablest  of  British  theologians  :  ‘  This 
is  the  great  question  within  the  Church 
to-day  :  whether  the  revelation  in  Christ 
was  final;  whether  in  Christ  God  sent  or 
went  to  the  world;  whether  in  Christ  He 
announced  Himself  or  gave  Himself; 
whether  Jesus  who  spoke  in  God’s  name', 
really  stood  in  God’s  place.  The  greatest 
issue  of  the  moment  is  within  the  Christian 
pale;  it  is  not  between  Christianity  and 
the  world.  ’  On  this  matter  the  only 
possible  position  for  Dr.  Forsyth  as 
Principal  of  the  British  Congregational 
College  at  Hackney  in  London,  as  also  of 
Dr  Speer  the  Secretary  of  the  American 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
as  also  (  let  us  add )  of  the  Board  of  the 
Dnyanodaya ,  is  that  ‘  Jesus  is  obviously 
unique.  ’  In  Forsyth’s  words  which  Speer  i 
accepts,  as  we  do  also :  ‘  There  is  nothing 
more  left  for  God  to  give  man,  but  the 
appropriation  in  experience  and  in  detail 
of  this  one  and  final  gift  of  Himself  in  i 
Christ.’  This  is  the  Christian  Church’s  j 
‘  conception  of  Christ  in  the  first  two 
centuries’  ( the  title  of  Dr.  Speer’s  first  1 


lecture  ),  and  it  is  because  this  is  the 
Church’s  conception  still  in  the  twentieth 
century  that  missionaries  are  sent  to  India, 
their  chief  emphasis  being,  if  in  their  life 
and  work  they  follow  their  New  Testa¬ 
ment  c  iarter  :  ‘  The  messagd  of  the 

reconciliation  by  God  in  Christ  which  He 
entrusted  to  me;  I  am  acting  therefore  as 
Christ’s  ambassador;  it  is  as  though  God 
were  pleading  wit  i  you  by  me’  (ii  Cor.v.  20). 
Jesus  the  Bridge  of  the  Rases 
In  his  second  and  succeeding  lectures 
Dr  Speer  begins  to  follow  out  the  far- 
reaching  implications  of  tiu  foregoing 
position  which  he  established  in  his  first 
lecture,  his  titles  being  :  ‘  The  Attitude  of 

Primitive  Cnristianity  Towards  Non- 
Christian  Religions  ’  (  lecture  11).  ‘  The 

View  of  Christ  and  of  Non-Christian  Reli¬ 
gions  Which  Generated  and  Sustained  the 
Expansion  of  Christianity  ’  ( III ),  ‘  Can 
We  Still  Hold  the  Primitive  View  of 
Christ  ?’  (  1 V  ),  ‘  What  View,  Then,  Shall 
We  Take  Today  of  Non  Christian  Religi¬ 
ons  ?  ’  (  V  ).  The  book  is  packed  with 
thought  and  with  statements  from  the 
greatest  leaders  in  Christendom  all  down 
the  centuries,  and  we  will  limit  ourselves 
to  the  last  chapter  where  Dr  Speer  faces  the 
burning  question  of  the  relation  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  non-Christian  religions  of 
today.  Even  so,  we  can  give  but  an  in¬ 
complete  outline,  for  that  chapter  alone 
covers  more  than  a  hundred  pages.  After 
quoting  in  full  a  fascinating  series  of 
letters  from  the  late  Dr  R.  A.  Hume,  Dr 
Speer  proceeds  to  establish  some  necessary 
distinctions  in  order  to  avoid  possible  con¬ 
fusion.  . . .  For  example,  religion  and  race 
are  too  often  identified,  as  if  Jesus  Christ 
were  the  creation  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race, 
the  fact  of  the  matter  being  that  Jesus 
Christ  ‘  was  an  Asiatic,  son  of  an  Asiatic 
mother,  who  never  left  the  soil  of  Asia, 
and  all  of  whose  first  disciples  were  men 
of  Asia.’  For  Jesus  Christ  ‘  was  meant  to 
be  the  bridge  of  the  races,’  and  He  aims 
at  consecrating  ‘  Indian  religious  subtlety’ 
and  *  Chinese  ethical  sagacity  ’  just  as 
much  as  He  makes  use  of ‘English  breadth, 
Scottish  intensity  and  American  alertness.’ 
Important  Distinctions  Overlooked 
A  similar  distinction  that  needs  to  be 
made  is  between  ‘  religion  and  culture  ’ 

(  or  civilization  ),  for  ‘religion  and  culture’ 
should  never  be  employed  as  identical 
terms ;  hence  it  becomes  clear  that  Jesus 
Christ  in  no  sense  desires  to  abolish  Indian 
culture,  but  rather  to  dedicate  and  purify 
it  for  His  Kingdom.  ‘  Religions  and  their 
adherents  ’  must  also  be  distinguished,  as 
they  were  for  instance  by  tnat  great 
Scotsman  in  Calcutta,  Dr.  Duff,  who  loved 
his  students  with  his  whole  heart  but  who 
also  spoke  of  their  idols  as  ‘  mere  imagi¬ 
nary  beings,  no  more  worthy  of  worship 
than  my  old  shoe  or  the  paving  stones  on 
which  I  walk.  ’  For  no  true  religious 
teacher,  worthy  of  the  name  of  teacher, 
can  ever  condone  or  overlook  evil  and 
falsehood  out  of  charity  and  tenderness 
toward  those  he  loves.  ‘  A  lie  is  a  lie,  and 
impurity  is  impurity,  and  no  apology  is 
valid  for  either.  And  any  defence  of  the 
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non-Christian  religions  which  ignores  this 
and  asks  indulgence  on  any  ground  what¬ 
soever,  surrenders  the  case  in  their  behalf. 
In  the  Christ  of  the  New  Testament  there 
is  no  falsehood  or  impurity  that  calls  for 
aiiy  apology  or  defence  or  condone  nent  of 
silence.  ’  Still  another  important  distinc- 
•1<^n’L^le  f°r8e^in8  °f  which  leads  people 
into  hopeless  confusion,  is  the  distinction 
between  essential  Christianity  as  set  forth 
in  the  New  1  estament  and  the  accretions 
that  have  gathered  round  it.  So  necessary 
is  this  distinction  that  we  have  often  in 
these  columns  insisted  that  so  unworthy 
is  much  so-called  ‘  Christianity  *  to-day 
that  Jesus  Ci  rist  would  utterly  disclaim 
any  kind  of  connection  with  it;  just  as  He 
asked  the  searching  question  ‘  Have  you 
never  read  ?  of  those  men  whose  greatest 
boast  was  that  they  spent  all  their  lives 
in  doing  nothing  else  but  reading  and 
expounding  the  books  of  the  Law  (St.  Matt 
21-16;  21-42;  12-3,  5;  19-4;  22-31. 

Undiluted  Christianity  &  Other  Faiths 

-  ®Pe.er  f(tcesj'W0  objections  that  appear 
at  this  point  in  his  discussion  :  first,  that 
some  hold  ‘  there  is  no  such  elemental  and 
unencumbered  Christianity’;  and  secondly, 
that  all  the  religions  must  enter  the  com¬ 
parison  on  the  basis  not  of  their  defects  i 
nut  ol  their  excellences  ;  1  both  points  are  j 
well  taken.’  Concerning  the  first  it  is 
important  to  remember  that  the  pure  un¬ 
diluted  Christianity  seen  in  Christ  Himself 
is  to  be  found  in  the  New  Testament  ‘writt¬ 
en  wholly  by  Asiatics,’  circulated  ‘without 
note  or  comment,’  and  therefore  without 
adulteration  of  any  kind;  which  fact 
illustrates  the  central  importance  of  all 
the  work  of  the  Bible  Society  in  its  circu- 
lation  of  the  New  Testament.  Unfortun¬ 
ately  we  have  to  grant  that  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  message  is  sadly  marred  and  dimmed 
by  the  contradictions  of  its  teaching  seen  in 
the  lives  of  us  who  profess  to  follow  Jesus, 
aud  we  need  to  thank  Indian  writers  for 
every  occasion  on  which  they  remind  us 
that  in  our  individual  life  and  message 
or  in  the  work  of  the  universal  Church  or 
the  so-called  ‘  Christian  States,’  there  are 
so  many  denials  of  Christ’s  perfect 
message.  About  the  second  objection  men¬ 
tioned  above,  Dr.  Speer  finely  *ays  :  ‘  Any 
comparison  between  Christianity  and  the 
non-Christian  religions  must  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian  comparison,  that  is,  absolutely  just 
equal  unsparing  and  true,  with  all  possi¬ 
ble  charity  and  allowance  for  people  who 
believe,  and  none  whatever  for  luhat  they 
believe.’  And  in  such  a  comparison  it  will 
be  seen  that  Christianity  is  not  a  religion 
m  the  sense  of  the  other  religions.  It  is 
not  a  doctrine,  or  a  method,  or  a  philo¬ 
sophy,  or  a  theology,  except  derivatively 
It  is  a  Person,  Christ,  and  a  life  in  and 
from  that  Person.  Christ  did  not  come  to 
found  a  religion.  He  never  once  used  the 
word.  And  above  all  else  we  are  to  re¬ 
member  that  missionaries  are  not  sent 
inamly  to  state  any  ‘  view  of  the  non- 
Christian,  religions  ’  or  to  express  any 
attitude  toward  them.  -But  our  chief 
message  to  the  non-Christian  peoples  is  ‘  the 
one  simple,  positive  yet  infinite  and  in¬ 
exhaustible  message  of  Christ.’  J.  F.  E. 

(To  Be  Continued.  ) 
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Jesus  Christ  and  Other  Religions 


Essential  Differences 

Dr  Speer  sets  forth  in  his  book,  The 

Finality  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  main  conclu¬ 
sions  reached  at  the  chief  Missionary  Con¬ 
ferences  held  in  India  since  1862  and_  at 
the  Home  Base  Conferences  beginning 
with  1860  to  the  1928  Jerusalem  Confer¬ 
ence.  He  then  proceeds  to  give  in  abbrevia¬ 
ted  form  the  conclusions  laid  before  the 
1910  Edinburgh  Conference  by  Dr  D.  b. 
Cairns  concerning  the  non-Christian  reli¬ 
gions.  The  summary  is  as  follows :  (1; 

These  religions  are  expressions  of  mans 
religious  nature.  (2)  There  i.s  no  f in 
them  that  is  not  in  Christianity..  (3)  Ihey 
are  seamed  with  evils  from  which  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  free.  Each  of  these  points  is 
worked  out  in  detail  for  which  we  have 
not  space,  but  we  must  state  the  fourth  i 
more  fully.  (4)  ‘  Taking  the  non-Christian 
religions  as  they  are,  good  and  evil  toge¬ 
ther,  as  represented  not  in  any  immoral 
practices  or  in  any  unfair  distortion,  but 
in  their  founders  and  heroes,  their  ideas 
of  God,  their  sacred  books  and  their  essen¬ 
tial  principles,  they  are  not  classifiable 
with  Christ.  ’  Addressing  himself  to  the 
problem  preseu  ted  by  the  .  gradual  Chris¬ 
tianization  of  the  non-Christian  religions 
in  India,  China  and  Japan  during  recent 
decades,  Dr  Speer  rightly  holds  that  the 
immense  changes  by  way  of .  restatement 
and  re-emphasis  in  these  religions  serve  to 
make  our  task  all  the  more  difficult,  but 
the  essential  task  remains  the  same. 

Hre  Other  Religions  Being 
Christianized  ? 

Every  missionary  in  India  will  agree 
with  Dr  Speer’s  diagnosis  of  present  day 
India  when  he  says  that 4  the  Hinduism  of 
the  present  is  not  the  Hinduism  of.  the 
past,’  for  4  with  unbelievable  rapidity 
Christian  ideas  have  penetrated  it  and 
every  year  its  great  conceptions  are  con¬ 
strued  in  terms  less  at  variance  with 
Christianity.’  So  true  is  this  that  Albert 
Schweitzer  in  no  way  exaggerates  when 
he  says  that  4  apart  from  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus,  Hinduism  would  not  be  in  fact  or 
in  ideal  what  it  is  today  and  there  are 
some  Indian  thinkers  who  hold  that  one 
of  the  greatest  contributions  of  Christian 
teaching  in  India  has  been  and  still  is.  its 
purifying  effect  upon  the  other  religions 
of  India.  Are  these  religions,,  then,  and 
the  vast  changes  taking  place  in  them,  to 
be  regarded  as  an  Indian  form  of  prepara¬ 
tion  for  Christ?  In  Western  India  we 
have  the  example  of  Narayan  Vaman 


Tilak  who  said  he  came  to  Jesus  Christ 
4  over  the  bridge  of  Tukaram’s  poetry, 
and  Dr  Speer  quotes  another  who  holds  the 
view :  4 1  am  quite  willing  a  Buddhist 

should  take  Buddha  for  his  Moses,  but  I 
am  not  willing  that  he  should  take  Buddha 
for  his  Christ ;’  that  is,  while  Buddha  may 
be  regarded  as  helping  to  prepare  the 
East  for  Christ,  just  as  Moses  helped  to 
prepare  the  Jews,  Buddha  must  not  be 
regarded  as  either  equalling  or  supplant- 
ing  Christ  as  a  revelation  of  God  or  as  a 
Saviour  of  men. 

Need  of  Understanding  Other  Faiths 

In  his  last  thirty  pages  Dr  Speer  seeks 
to  answer  the  question :  What  shall  be 
our  attitude  and  action  .  toward.  non- 
Christian  religions  ?  This  question  is 
asked  in  eight  different  ways  :.  ( 1  )  Shall 
we  simply  ignore  them  ?  This,  Dr  Speer 
answers,  4  is  a  simple  impossibility.  We 
are  not  preaching  Christ  in  vacuo  or 
presenting  an  impersonal  system  in  the 
midst  of  other  systems.  We  are  preaching 
Him  to  men  and  women.  The  preacjmg  is 
conditioned  at  both  ends,  by  us  who  cany 
it  and  by  those  to  whom  it  is  borne.  Ii 
must  be  preached  to  them  and  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  them,  and  it  is  not  fully  preached 
until  it  reaches  them.  ’  If  we  are  to  reach 
the  Indian  people  we  cannot  ignore  all 
their  religious  traditions,  for  as  Dr  Speer 
well  says,  4  the  attitude  of  Christianity 
cannot  be  an  attitude  of  ignoring.  It 
must  be  an  attitude  of  intelligent,  under¬ 
standing  and  appreciative  recognition  of 
every  possible  point  of  human  contact  in 
the  realm  of  ideal.  ’  (  2  )  Shall  we  seek  to 

preserve  and  perpetuate  the  non-Christian 
religions,  not  seeking  to  convert  their 
adherents  to  Christ  ?  In  this  connection 
Dr  Speer  quotes  the  views  of  those  who 
hold  tha*;  the  attempt  to  4  convert  ’  people 
is  wrong  morally  and  psychologically  and 
even  contrary  to  the  ultimate  success  of 
Christianity.  With  all  this  he  disagrees,  as 
we  do;  for  it  is  against  the  declared  will 
of  Jesus.  (  3  )  Then  shall  Christianity 
amalgamate  or  merge  itself  in  the.  non- 
Christian  religions  ?  This  would  simply 
add  Jesus  to  the  Hindu  pantheon  and.make 
Him  the  eleventh  incarnation  of  Vishnu, 
which  would  mean  incalculable  loss  to  the 
Christian  ideal  both  from  the  moral,  stand¬ 
point  and  every  other.  But  while  the 
follower  of  Christ  knows  of  no  other  equal 
ideal  with  which  to  amalgamate,  he  is  ever 
willing  to  cooperate  with  others  in  sei\  ica 
fnr  t.Vm  srood  of  his  fellow-men. 
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The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ 


The  Test  of  Experience 

A  careful  study  of  Dr  Robert  Speer’s 
book,  The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ,  free 
from  all  prejudice  or  partiality,  will  lead 
a  dispassionate  reader  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  has  proved  his  case,  At  the  same 
time  and  without  any  desire  to  discover 
spots  in  the  sun,  ’  we  believe  that  an 
argument  on  more  persuasive  lines  would 
be  more  likely  to  bring  about  conviction 
m  a  certain  type  of  Oriental  mind  which 
Dr  Speer  would  greatly  wish  to  win.  For 
example,  in  his  argument  he  has  had  to 
rely  on  such. knowledge  of  non-Christian 
religions  as  is  derived  mainly  from  their 
theoretical  presentation  in  the  classic 
religious  literatures,  corrected  of  course  by 
his  occasional  visits  to  Oriental  countries, 
and  one  stands  amazed  at  the  accuracy 
and  sympathy  of  his  point  of  view.  But 
there  is  another  and  far  more  valuable 
source  of  knowledge  regarding  these  relig¬ 
ions  and  that  is  the  daily  life  and  relig¬ 
ious  experience  of  their  adherents  seen  in 
the  great  vernacular  autobiographies  some 
of  those  adherents  left  behind.  This  is  a 


rich,  field  far  too  often  overlooked  and 
awaiting  the  sympathetic  investiga¬ 
tion  of  missionaries  and  indigenous  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders.  Helpful  pages  on  this  point 
will  be  found  in  Dr.  Macnicol’s  new  book, 
Living  Religions  of  the  Indian  People.  More¬ 
over  it  is  when  this  fairest  method  of  com¬ 
parative  religious  study  is  adopted  that 
men’s  personal  experience  of  Christ,  seen  in 
the  New  Testament  and  in  daily  life  now, 
shines  out  as  the  richest  and  deepest  of  all. 
Worthy  Methods  of  Religious 
Comparison 

Even  our  own  very  limited  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  vernacular  autobiographical 
works  of  those  Marathi  pioneers  who  expe¬ 
rienced  Hindu  hhakti  leads  us  to  affirm 
that  their  experience  of  bhakli  has  not  had 
anything  like  justice  done  to  it  by  Western 
writers.  It  will  only  be  as  we  study 
Hinduism  at  its  highest  and  best  that  we 
shall  be  wholly  fair  in  comparing  it  with 
the  religion  of  the  New  Testament.  More¬ 
over,  it  is  when  the  comparison  is  made  on 
this  basis  that  one’s  whole  soul  desires 
that  these  passionate  bhaktas  (saints  )  in 
Hinduism  (  who  have  been  willing  to  pay 
any  price  to  reach  the  goal,  as  they  are 
still,)  might  realize  to  the  very  full  what 
is  ‘the  pearl  of  great  price’  in  the  religious 
experience  enshrined  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  pages.  Thus  we  reach  Dr  Speer’s 
conclusions  though  by  a  somewhat  differ¬ 
ent  route,  and  the  different  route  travelled 
would  modify  now  and  again  the  terminol¬ 
ogy  employed.  For  whatever  standards 
of  comparison  are  applied  to  Jesus  Christ, 
by  His  separateness  and  superiority  He 
has  won  for  Himself  a  place  so  utterly 
unique  that  no  pantheon  can  hold  Him  : 
He  is  not  among  the  gods  but  separate  from 
and  above  them  all. 


Spiritual  ‘  Food  Substitutes  ’ 

It. is  worthy  of  note  that  Dr  Speer’s  con¬ 
clusions.  are  also  arrived  at  when  reach¬ 
ed  by  still  another  road.  Dr.  Emil  Brunner 
of  Zurich  has  written  a  great  book  entitled 
Der  Mittler ,  which  first  appeared  in  1927, 
theEnglish  of  which  has  recently  appeared 
(  The  Mediator  )  and  is  described  as*  one  of 
the  masterpieces  of  theological  exposition.  ’ 

Theology,  ’  says  Professor  Brunner  in 
this  latest  book,  has  to  show  that  there  are 
not  many  articles,  of  faith,  but  only  one: 

God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world 
unto  Himself”....  The  Church  needs  to  use 
theology,  as  a  check  in  order  to  protect  her¬ 
self  against  “  food-poisoning,  ’’and  against 
the  acceptance  of  worthless  and  deceptive 
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